
 
 

Let your Voice be Heard &
Make a Real Difference!

 
 
 

News Update: Friday 18th September 2026
Hi everyone
 
Before the leaves start changing colour and autumn really gets going, we thought we’d
share a few photos of lovely green leaves while we can!
 
And there’s plenty happening in our community too, so we’ve got lots to share with you
including events and opportunities that might be of interest to your group.
 
First, a quick heads-up that we will be at the National PPN Conference on the 24th and
25th September, so we’ll have limited access to emails on those days. We’ll get back to
you as soon as we can when we’re back.
 
We’ve also got a great mix of free events, training and information-sharing opportunities
coming up. Have a look through what’s happening in our PPN News section below, join
us where you can, and please spread the word to others in your community.
 
Just to flag the first up session is an online Introduction to SustainabilityPlan.ie and the
people behind it.  The website has been developed by two of our member groups as a
voluntary initiative to help others develop bespoke sustainability plans. We’d really
encourage you to support their work and have a look at what they’ve developed, it is a
really useful resource for community groups, schools, clubs and small businesses. Join us
on the 22nd September to find out more and see how you can turn your ideas into a
practical plan, with simple steps and achievable goals.
 
We were delighted to be involved in a recent collaborative Conversation Cafe with An
Tairseach and Concern Worldwide, which brought attendees together for some really
interesting conversations around regenerative food systems, food poverty here in Wicklow
and globally, health and wellbeing, organic farming, biodiversity and the values that help
create stronger, more resilient communities.
 
Check out the Carmichael training schedule for the rest of the year. There are lots of
useful courses and opportunities available, and we have some training vouchers for our
community groups for the courses. If you see something you’d like to attend, just get in
touch with us and we can arrange a free voucher.
 
So, have a look through the events below, come along if you can, and most importantly,
share them with your members and networks! 
 
And finally, remember Culture Night is tonight.  Make sure you get out and about and
enjoy some of the fantastic talent, creativity and activities happening in communities
across Wicklow.

To catch up on all the news
scroll through our news

update sections:
 

PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

PPN News

Carmichael Autumn/Winter

Schedule 

Member Opportunity - Carmichael Training Session Vouchers
 

We’re delighted to have a limited number of vouchers available for our member groups to
attend a Carmichael training session from their Autumn/Winter Training Schedule.
 
Carmichael offers a wide range of sessions covering topics that can be useful to community
and voluntary groups. Many of the sessions are held online, making them an accessible
way for volunteers and group members to take part.
 
We’d encourage you to have a look through the Carmichael Autumn/Winter schedule and
see if there’s a session that could be useful to you, your group or the community you
support.
 
The vouchers are available to Wicklow PPN member groups on a first-come, first-
served basis.
 
Spot a session you’d like to attend, email us with the name of the session you’re interested
in, and we’ll send you the booking link to use.
 
We’d really encourage groups to take advantage of this offer, it’s a great opportunity to
access a Carmichael training session that could bring new ideas, skills and knowledge
back to your group and help strengthen the work you do in your community.

 

Upcoming PPN Free Events - All Welcome
 

Take a look through the upcoming events and see what catches your interest! There are some great opportunities to learn
something new, connect with others, share ideas and pick up practical tips that could benefit your group.
 
We’d really love to see our member groups and others in our communities getting involved, so please book your place
and come along, the more of you who take part, the more we can learn and connect as a network.
 
All events are free, but booking is required, so please register in advance to secure your place and help us with
planning and organising the events.

 

 SustainabilityPlan.ie - Introducing Wicklow’s
New Free Website

Online on Tuesday 22nd September at 7.30pm

 
Two community organisations in Blessington are working
together on this new website which aims to encourage
communities throughout Wicklow and Ireland to create their
own bespoke sustainability plans for free.
 
Building on their previous successful partnerships and
extensive experience with joint sustainability projects, the
Blessington Tourist Office and Blessington Allotments
Campaign formally launched SustainabilityPlan.ie in August
2026.
 
 

Book Your Place 

 Wicklow Governance Group
In Person - Brockagh Centre, Laragh

Tuesday 29th September 

This meeting and network is open to all community and
voluntary groups across County Wicklow.

 
Wicklow Governance Group has been established
following the Governance Training Programme (facilitated
by Senan Turnbull) to provide ongoing support, connection
and peer learning for community organisations across
County Wicklow.
 
The Network will provide a welcoming space where
community groups can come together to share
experiences, discuss governance challenges, learn from
one another and explore practical ways to strengthen
governance within their organisations.

Book Your Place 

 

 Let's Talk About Literacy
Online

Wednesday 14th October

Training to build literacy awareness and take your first
step towards becoming a Literacy Champion!

 
Topics will include:

The Literacy Landscape in Ireland
Impacts and Causes of Unmet Literacy Needs
Literacy Awareness and Creating a Literacy
Accessible Environment
Tips and Tools to be Literacy-Friendly

Grab your lunch and join us online!

Book Your Place 

 Planning & Delivering Successful Community
Events

In Person - Brockagh Centre, Laragh
on Saturday 14th November

Join us for a practical and informative day designed to
support community groups from across County Wicklow in
planning, organising and successfully delivering community
events & parades.
 
The day will provide useful information, practical tips and
shared learning on everything from planning to safety,
sustainability and event management. There will also be
opportunities to meet, connect and share ideas with other
community groups, helping us all to create safe, successful
and enjoyable events that bring our communities together.

Bookings aren’t open just yet. Keep an eye on our social
media and newsletters for updates on when booking opens!

 

 End of Year Members' Gathering (Plenary)  
on Evening of Wednesday 25th November

Venue to be confirmed

We’re currently finalising the details for this event, and
booking is not yet open. Keep an eye on our social media
channels and newsletters for updates, we’ll let you know as
soon as booking opens.

All Welcome to Get Involved
in our Upcoming Events

 
Our free events are a great way to connect, learn and
support positive change within your group and the wider
community.  
 
Please spread the word and encourage others to come
along aswell.
 
Interested in finding out more? Please get in touch with us.

 

Wicklow Communities Concerned Conversations About Food Insecurity.
 
Wicklow PPN in collaboration with An Tairseach and Concern Worldwide recently facilitated conversations exploring
connections between our local communities and the wider world particularly in relation to food poverty and insecurity.
The main topics of conversation included regenerative food systems, food poverty in Wicklow and globally, health and
wellbeing, organic farming, biodiversity and the values that help build stronger more resilient communities.  The event
explored how our local experiences and choices connect to the bigger global picture, encouraging discussion, shared
learning and practical action.
 
Participants heard about the inspiring work of Concern as well as learning about the local initiatives tackling food
poverty in Wicklow. They were also introduced to the Wicklow County Council Sustainable Development Goals
Mapping (SDGs) Tool which maps local actions and activities to one or more of the SDGs.  The event was recorded on
the map as an example.  The day provided a unique opportunity to discover how local action and global solidarity go hand
in hand.
 
Further conversations were had over a delicious organic lunch of homemade soup and fresh salads prepared using
seasonal produce grown on An Tairseach's organic farm.   The food was prepared by Críoch Catering who have a strong
ethical and sustainable ethos. They are also part of Wicklow Naturally.  After lunch, participants were invited to enjoy a
guided tour of the beautiful farm and gardens. 
 
Melanie O’ Driscoll from An Tairseach said “We were delighted to welcome people to this event.  An Tairseach has always
been a place of reflection, and fostering meaningful exchange of ideas, conversations and shared knowledge”
 
Lauren Wright from Concern Worldwide said “We are grateful for the opportunity to engage more people in Concern’s work
and to support people’s understanding about systems that exacerbate inequality, poverty and hunger.  Making connections
between local and global issues facilitates deeper understanding and fosters solidarity across communities.”
 
Ashleigh Downey of Wicklow PPN said “While some of the issues raised during the event seemed daunting, learning about
the amazing work happening at local and global level was inspirational and hopeful.  Wicklow PPN would like to thank
Melanie and An Tairseach for being the perfect host and Lauren for facilitating the conversations.  We would also like to
thank Aisling Kirwan the Co Wicklow Food Forum coordinator for highlighting the significant amount of work being done at
local level to combat food poverty and insecurity in the county and Jim Calery, Climate Action Officer, with Wicklow County
Council for introducing people to the SDG Mapping Tool”.

Click HERE to access short video from
the event

 

We Took Our Staff Meeting to Avoca Mills 
 

On Wednesday 9th September, the two of us decided to take our usual staff meeting on the road, so we hightailed it to
Avoca Mills.  Thanks to the generous “A Special Thank You from Avoca Mills” offer to community & voluntary groups, we
enjoyed a wonderful guided tour of this historic mill.
 
We had a fascinating insight into over 300 years of Irish weaving and craftsmanship and were particularly inspired by the
story of the Wynne sisters, remarkable women who were pioneers in their time and played an important part in the story of
Avoca.
 
It was a lovely opportunity to step away from our screens, learn something new and enjoy a change of scenery. And, just to
reassure everyone, we did get plenty of good work done too! 
 
We’d really encourage other PPN member groups to take advantage of this generous offer from Avoca. The complimentary
guided tour gives groups the chance to go behind the scenes, see the skilled weavers in action and discover the
fascinating heritage of one of Ireland’s oldest working weaving mills. 
 
As an added thank you, everyone who redeems the complimentary tour will be entered into a draw to win a luxury Avoca
hamper.
 
Interested groups should contact Wicklow PPN at info@countywicklowppn.ie to request the invitation details. 

 

Find out More about the

Whale Theatre

The Whale Theatre
Open Mic event to celebrate the end of their recent project on the theme of

Our Place
 
The Whale Theatre is a member of Wicklow PPN and Ashleigh Downey from the Wicklow
PPN Secretariat attended this event.  She reported that:

 
"As a representative of the Wicklow PPN Secretariat, it was a real pleasure to attend the
‘Our Place’ showcase at the Whale Theatre. ‘Our Place’ is a wonderful Whale Theatre
project, funded through the Creative Wicklow Innovation Grant 2026, bringing together
people and groups from across the Greystones area to explore what place, belonging and
community mean to them.
 
It was inspiring to hear people speak, share their stories, sing and read poetry. There was
plenty of laughter, alongside powerful and thought-provoking moments as people shared
their experiences and different perspectives on the place they call home.
 
The evening was a beautiful reminder of the power of storytelling to bring people together,
create connections and help us see our place through different eyes. It was wonderful to
see the Whale Theatre creating a space for these voices to come together and be heard. I
look forward to seeing more of the Whale Theatre’s work and how it continues to bring
people together and create connections within the local community." - Ashleigh Downey 

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our Funding  & Events Calendar, Funding Resource, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th November 2026. 
Minutes from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our 10th Anniversary Messages, Sustainable Development Goals Animation, our
series of Wellbeing videos (Super Charge Your Self-care) and more.

Local News

Find out More & Rgister

Resumption of Virtual Citizens Information Service
in Wicklow Town Library from Thursday 1st October

 
The virtual Citizens Information Service returns to Wicklow Town Library on the 1st October
2026 after a break in the summer. This service supports members of the public to access
free, confidential and trusted information and advice online in a private space in Wicklow
Library. Your queries will be answered by an Information Officer based in Bray Citizens
Information Centre who will be online.
 
This virtual service provides information and assistance on social welfare, employment,
housing, immigration and much more. 
 
Citizens Information Service can also assist you to access online government services.
They will help you to setup up a new email address and myGov.id account to get you
started. You can also receive help with online Social Welfare Applications, the National
Childcare Scheme, Driving License Renewals, Choices Based Letting, Password
Renewals, SUSI Applications and Revenue.
 
Contact Bray CIC on 0818 07 6780 or email bray@citinfo.ie  to make an appointment. 
 

 The service is available every Thursday from 2pm to 4pm.

 

Find out More & Rgister

Sports Clubs Taking Action on Waste Webinar
on Tuesday 22nd and 29th September

from 7pm
 

Sports clubs and sporting organisations are invited to take part in two free online webinars
exploring waste management and the circular economy in sport.
 
The sessions will provide practical guidance on waste reduction, better waste management
and circularity, as well as showcasing examples of work already being undertaken by
sports clubs across the country.
 
Whether a club is just starting out on its sustainability journey or looking to build on work
already underway, these webinars offer a useful opportunity to pick up ideas, learn from
others and explore practical actions that could make a difference.
 
Sports clubs and organisations are encouraged to register and take advantage of this
opportunity to learn, share ideas and take action on waste.

 

Justice, Recovery & a Health-Led Response
on Friday, 25th September from 10am–1pm

in Naas Library & Cultural Centre
 
 
As part of Recovery Month 2026, SURF is hosting a special morning exploring how justice
can interact with substance use issues and support a health-led approach to problematic
substance use and recovery.
 
The event will bring together colleagues from justice, health, community and related
services to explore how justice related services can help connect people experiencing
substance use issues with support, treatment and recovery.
 
To RSVP email: steven@surfonline.ie, please include name, organisation/service and
attendance.

 

National Public Libraries Open Day 
Saturday 26 September

 
Step Inside Your Local Library - Discover What’s on Offer!

 
Discover what your local library has to offer – find your nearest library in County Wicklow
and explore the wide range of free services, activities and resources available to everyone.

Find out about Libraries in Co. Wicklow

 

Find out more

One Million Stars Ireland - Weaving Hope and Solidarity
 

Greystones Family Resource Centre has been involved with One Million Stars Ireland since
2021, encouraging community groups to weave stars in solidarity against domestic abuse
and all forms of violence. Their 2023 16 Days of Action project, in collaboration with Bray
Women’s Refuge, brought together over 200 handwoven stars, which were displayed as
part of an art exhibition in the Whale Theatre.
 
One Million Stars Ireland is an inclusive community arts project where each eight-pointed
star represents light, hope and solidarity, promoting healthy relationships and a future free
from violence and abuse.
 
This year, the Wicklow Domestic Violence and Abuse Network, as part of the Local
Community Safety Partnership, is inviting Women’s Groups across Wicklow to make a star
for a 16 Days of Action event at County Buildings on Friday, 27 November 2026. The stars
will be showcased at the event, with representatives from participating groups invited to tie
their star to the Wishing Well.
 
Greystones FRC’s Women’s Group will also be working on its own Million Stars project and
would be happy to host weaving workshops for other groups who would like to come along
and get involved.
 
A lovely opportunity for groups to come together, learn a new skill and show solidarity.

 

Congratulations to Rathnew Women’s Craft Market
on Representing County Wicklow Partnership 

as a excellent example of a SICAP supported project
 

at the National Ploughing Championships

 

More News from around the County

 

 

 

previously listed ...

Find out More & Rgister

Food for Thought: County Wicklow Food Partnerships Symposium 2026
on Thursday 1st October 

in the Brockagh Resource Centre from 9.45am
 
The event will bring together food partnerships, community organisations, policymakers
and local representatives to reflect on the year, share experiences and explore
opportunities for a fairer and more sustainable food system in County Wicklow.
 
Highlights include:

Reflections and updates from County Wicklow Food Partnerships
A FoodCloud presentation on barriers and policy options for increased surplus food
redistribution in Ireland
A hands-on workshop exploring the county’s existing community food assets and
identifying gaps and opportunities
Networking and sharing ideas with others working towards a fairer food future

Groups and organisations from across the county are encouraged to attend and join in the
conversation.

 

Free Property Marking Training Opportunity for Volunteers
 
The Wicklow Local Community Safety Partnership are seeking volunteers to participate in

Property Marking Device Training taking place on:
Date: 31st October 2026
Time: 9:30am to 1:00pm

Venue: The Chamber, County Buildings, Wicklow
 

As places are limited, please confirm your attendance by Friday 17th October.
 
This training will provide participants with the skills and knowledge to use a property
marking device, an effective crime prevention tool that helps deter theft and assists in the
identification and recovery of stolen property.
 
By attending this training, volunteers will:

Learn how to correctly use a property marking device.
Gain practical crime prevention knowledge.
Help protect homes, businesses, and community facilities from theft.
Support local community safety initiatives.
Increase public awareness of property marking as a theft deterrent.
Develop skills that can be used at future community safety and crime prevention
events.
Play an active role in making our communities safer

Participation is completely free of charge.
 
If you are interested in becoming a trained volunteer and supporting this important
community safety initiative, please contact to register your interest at
Communitysafety@wicklowcoco.ie

 

National News

Find out more

Communities Caring for Water Conference
on Saturday 26 September from 10am–4pm

in Knockmitten Community Centre, Clondalkin, Dublin 22
 
The Midlands and East Communities Caring for Water Conference  will bring together
community groups, volunteers, environmental champions and local stakeholders to
celebrate community-led action to protect and enhance our local water environments.
 
Under the theme “Communities Caring for Water: Connecting Communities Across Urban
and Rural Landscapes”, the day will feature examples of local action, opportunities to share
experiences and practical learning, information on funding opportunities, and plenty of time
to connect with others working to protect our rivers, lakes, streams, wetlands, estuaries and
coasts.

 

Find out more

Census 2027 local job opportunities 
Census 2027 temporary Census Field Staff

 
The next Census will take place in April – May 2027. To help carry it out the Central
Statistics Office are recruiting staff across the country. They are currently recruiting for 466
Census Field Supervisors.
 
This competition is open for applications until 2pm on the 22nd September.
 
The successful candidates will be based from their homes and work in their local area from
January until June 2027.

 

Find out more & Register

Beyond the Data: Responding to Drug Related Intimidation
on Thursday, 15 October 2026 from 10am–2pm (registration from 9am)

in the Midlands Park Hotel, Portlaoise, Co. Laois
 
The National DRIVE Conference 2026 will take place on Thursday 15th October, bringing
together researchers, policymakers, frontline practitioners, and community, voluntary and
statutory organisations from across Ireland.
 
This year’s theme, “Beyond the Data: Responding to Drug Related Intimidation (DRI) -
Connecting Research, Policy and Action”, will explore the real experiences and impact of
DRI on individuals, families and communities, while highlighting the importance of
partnership and interagency working.
 
The conference will feature contributions from a range of national and European
organisations, including the European Union Drugs Agency (EUDA), EPPOC, Public Health
Agency, An Garda Síochána and the Health Research Board, alongside a panel discussion.
 
Those working with people and families affected by DRI, or with an interest in research,
policy, community responses and developing Ireland’s national response, are encouraged
to register early.

 

Find out more & Register

Europe’s Rural Mobility Future: Setting Standards
27th - 29th  October 

Kilkenny
 
The European Rural Mobility Network (ERMN) is bringing together rural mobility
stakeholders to explore how better transport and mobility services can support more
connected, accessible and sustainable rural communities.
 
This year’s core theme is “Setting Service Standards for Rural Mobility to achieve greater
Equity and Cohesion and to contribute to Europe’s Climate goals”.
 
The conference will focus on policy and standards for rural mobility, which significantly
impact on achievement of European goals on environment, society and rural development,
while also impacting at local level in many thousands of rural communities throughout
Europe. It will explore the growing concept of “service standards” for mobility in rural areas.
 
The event will feature discussions, workshops and networking focused on the future of rural
mobility across Europe.

 

Find out more 

Be Emergency Ready Resources
 
Being prepared for an emergency can make a real difference. The Be Emergency Ready
campaign provides practical information and advice to help individuals and families prepare
for unexpected events.
 
From creating an emergency kit to knowing what to do in different situations, taking a few
simple steps now can help everyone feel more prepared.
 
Access information online and watch for a leaflet that will be delivered to all households.
 

 

Find out more about 25
years of the Native

Woodland Schemes 

Find out more about
Woodland Conservation

Scheme Training

Native Woodland Events 
 

Two upcoming events from Woodlands of Ireland may be of interest to groups and
individuals with an interest in native woodlands, biodiversity and conservation.
 
On 8th and 9th October, Woodlands of Ireland will celebrate 25 years of the Native
Woodland Schemes at Drumhierny Woodland Hideaway, Co. Leitrim. The two-day event
will explore the development and achievements of the Native Woodland Schemes, with
talks, discussions, networking and field visits providing an opportunity to learn more about
native woodland conservation and management.
 
This will be followed by a two-day Native Woodland Conservation Scheme Training
Course on 20th and 21st October at Enniscoe House, Co. Mayo. The training will cover
topics including woodland ecology and history, invasive species, woodland management
and the Native Woodland Conservation Scheme, and will be of particular interest to those
involved in forestry, ecology, land management and environmental conservation.
 
Both events are a considerable distance away for many local groups, but they are being
highlighted just in case they are of interest to anyone who is willing and able to make the
journey. They offer valuable opportunities to learn, connect with others and explore the
important role of native woodlands in supporting biodiversity and our natural heritage.

 

Find out more 

Volunteer Adjudicators Wanted for Concern Worldwide Debates
 
Concern Debates is looking for volunteers to support students as they explore important
issues including poverty, justice, equality and development through debating.
 
No debating expertise is required - just an open mind and a willingness to give positive,
constructive feedback. Full online training is provided.
 
Volunteers can adjudicate primary school, secondary school, or both programmes.
 
Volunteers must live on the island of Ireland and be Garda vetted.
 
Interested in getting involved? Contact debates@concern.net to find out more.

 

Find out more & Register

 ECO-UNESCO's Young Environmentalist Awards
 

ECO-UNESCO’s Young Environmentalist Awards (YEA) is an all-Ireland programme that
rewards and recognises young people aged between 10-18 who take environmental action.
Since its inception in 1999, YEA has involved over 75,000 young people across Ireland.
 
Since 1999, the programme has celebrated youth-led solutions to real-world environmental
challenges, from climate change and biodiversity loss to waste reduction and sustainable
living.
 
By taking part, young people gain the tools and support to raise awareness, take action on
issues they care about from biodiversity loss to climate change and inspire others to do the
same. Over 75,000 young people have participated in the programme, gaining valuable life
skills while driving positive change at both a local and national level. The YEA programme
is a fun and exciting way to empower young people to become better citizens.

 

Find out more

 Through My Eyes: A Photovoice Study (Irish Hospice Foundation)
 

The Irish Hospice Foundation is inviting adults living with a life-limiting condition or
receiving palliative care to take part in Through My Eyes, a photovoice project exploring
what matters most to people at this stage of life and into the future.
 
Participants will have the opportunity to share their experiences and perspectives through
photography, helping to build a better understanding of what matters to people living with
life-limiting conditions.
 
The project is open to people aged 18 and over who are living with a life-limiting condition
or receiving palliative care.
 
For more information, contact Sara Leitão at research@hospicefoundation.ie or 1800 1800
18

previously listed ...

National Public Libraries Open Day 2026 - Save the Date
 
National Public Libraries Open Day returns on Saturday 26th September, celebrating the
wide range of services, programmes and opportunities available through public libraries
across Ireland.
 
Libraries are at the heart of communities, supporting learning, creativity, connection and
discovery for people of all ages.
 
Save the date and keep an eye on the Wicklow Library Service social media pages for
updates and details on how to get involved!

 

Find out more

Free YSI Programmes for Youth & Community Groups
 
Young Social Innovators (YSI) offers a range of free programmes for youth and community
groups, supporting young people to explore the issues that matter to them and take
meaningful action in their communities.
 
Through creative and hands-on learning, participants can develop valuable skills including
confidence, communication, teamwork, leadership and critical thinking, while building a
stronger sense of belonging and active citizenship.
 
Whether a group is looking for a longer programme, a short-term project or a one-off
workshop, YSI has flexible options to suit different groups and needs.
 
Youth workers and coordinators are encouraged to explore what’s available and discover
how YSI can support young people to turn their ideas into positive change.
 

 

Find out more

Relove Fashion Competition
 
Young people aged 12–19 are invited to transform unwanted clothes and fabrics into
creative, wearable fashion, without buying anything new.
 
The competition celebrates upcycling, repair and reuse.
 
Those who register their interest by the 30th September will also have the chance to win a
sewing machine for their school or group.

 

Find out more & Register

Protect our Health, Water & Biodiversity from Pesticides Conference
In person in Dublin or online

on Tuesday 6th October from 10 am to 2 pm
 
The Environmental Forum, Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Europe, the Sustainable Water
Network (SWAN), and the Environmental Pillar cordially invite you to attend the policy
conference "Protect our Health, Water & Biodiversity from Pesticides - An EU Policy
Conference under the Irish Presidency on the Future of Pesticide Regulation."
 
The event will bring together representatives of the European Commission, the Irish
Presidency of the Council of the European Union, leading scientists, water sector experts,
environmental NGOs, and representatives of the farming community to discuss the future
of EU pesticide policy.

 

Register

Social Justice Ireland launches their response to Budget 2027
Wednesday 7th October @ 11am in Buswells Hotel Dublin or Online

 
Less than 24 hours after Budget 2027 has been announced, Social Justice Ireland will
launch their analysis. This is the first comprehensive analysis of the Budget and will cover
aspects such as Poverty, Healthcare, Housing, Just Transition, Welfare, Taxation and
others.
 
Join in person or view the launch online.
 

 

Find out more

FREE courses on Learn with the National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA) 
 
Any adult can do a FREE courses on Learn with the National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA)
to brush up on:

Computers
Maths
Reading
Writing
Personal Development and much more!

Learners can start at any time and go at their own pace.
 
ReadSpeaker is available in all courses. This is a tool that can read out the words on the
screen.

 

Find out more & Register

your Event

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Week 2026
Saturday 19th to Sunday 27th September

 
Communities, organisations, schools and businesses are encouraged to take part in
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Week 2026, taking place from 19th to 27th 
September as part of the wider European Sustainable Development Week (ESDW).
 
SDG Week is an opportunity to showcase local initiatives that support the Sustainable
Development Goals and inspire positive action across communities. If you're planning an
event, now is the time to register and be part of this nationwide celebration of sustainability.
 

 

The SDGs - From Local to Global
 
Explore how local actions contribute to the SDGs using the Wicklow County Council SDG
Mapping Tool: https://www.wicklow.ie/.../Sustainable-Development-Goals
 
For information and resources, visit the Wicklow PPN Train & Support page:
https://countywicklowppn.ie/train-support/

 

Consultations 

Find out more & register 

National Action Plan for Childminding 2021–2028
Focus Group Online on Monday 21st September

 
The online Focus Group will provide an opportunity for childminder, parent and other
interested people to share their experiences, views and perspectives on childminding and
to contribute to the wider discussion around the development and implementation of the
National Action Plan.
 
The Plan recognises the important role of childminders within Ireland’s early learning and
childcare sector and aims to support the development of a strong, sustainable and
appropriately supported childminding sector.
 
The focus group will provide a valuable opportunity for local voices to be heard and for
participants to contribute their experiences and ideas to this important national
conversation.

 

Have your Say 

National Survey of Older Adults about Home Support
Closing Date: Wednesday 30th September

 
The Attune Project (funded by the Health Research Board) is running a survey of older
adults currently in receipt of any type of home support. Over 550 older adults have
completed the survey so far. The results will directly inform the Department of Health, HIQA
guidelines and Health Service Executive decision making about the new Statutory Home
Support Scheme.
 
The survey has full ethical approval from RCSI University Dublin.

 

Find out more 

Challenges and Issues facing the Irish Charity Sector
 
Every two years the Charities Regulator surveys Irish charities to find out how they are
doing. The valuable information and insights we gain help the sector and us in our
respective work. Every view matters so we are asking charity trustees, volunteers,
employees and those who provide services to the sector to take our survey. 
 
The survey should take around 20 minutes to complete

 

Find out more 

The Irish Volunteering Index
 
Local Authorities, community organisations and sectoral bodies are invited to join the Irish
Volunteering Index and help build a national picture of volunteering in Ireland.
 
The survey explores how people engage in volunteering, what motivates them, the barriers
they face and where further support is needed.
 
Registered organisations can receive insights specific to their organisation and/or county,
with the opportunity to compare findings with national and regional results.
 
The Irish Volunteering Index is:

Free to join
Simple to take part
Communication materials provided to help share the survey

 

Find out more 

Your Voice, Your Journey: Shaping Accessible and Inclusive Tourism in
Ireland

Closing Date: Thursday 29th October 2026
 
Fáilte Ireland is inviting people across Ireland to take part in its Your Voice, Your Journey
Visitor Consultation, exploring experiences and expectations of accessible and inclusive
tourism.
 
The consultation will look at areas including trip planning, transport, accommodation,
attractions and visitor experiences, helping to identify barriers, opportunities and priorities
for future tourism development.
 
The survey has been co-designed with national advocacy organisations representing
disability, sensory impairment, age-friendly and access and inclusion interests.

 

Consultation Hub

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
Let your Voice be Heard on local Plans and Schemes

 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow you to
submit observations on them.
 
Open Consultations - Let your Voice be Heard
 
PART XI / Part 8 - Notice of Proposed Enhancements of Seaview Avenue Recreational
Area - Closing Date for Submissions is before 12 Noon on Thursday, 24th September 2026
 
Identification of Bathing Waters 2026, closing date Friday, 25th September 2026
 
Expressions of Interest – Community Support Centres. Deadline for submissions is
Wednesday, 30th September 2026
 
Greystones Pedestrian Cycle Improvement Scheme - Part 8, Closing Date for Submissions
is Wednesday, 30th September 2026
 
Notice of Consideration of Setting a Local Adjustment Factor. Submission deadline by
Thursday 1st of October 2026 (Local Property Tax)
 
Proposed Variation No. 7 to the Wicklow County Development Plan 2022 - 2028, closing
date for submissions is Thursday 8th October 2026
 
Part XI / Part 8 former Central Garage Site, Parnell Road, Bray. Closing Date for
submissions: 12 Noon Thursday 15th October 2026.

previously listed ...

Find out more 

Expressions of Interest - Community Support Centres
Closing Date for Submissions:  Wednesday 30th September

 
Wicklow County Council is seeking Expressions of Interest from community centres, sports
facilities, and other suitable local publicly accessible buildings to be considered as
Community Support Centres.
 
The Community Support Centres may be activated to support communities by providing a
space where they can access services and information during emergencies such as the
aftermath of severe weather events, extended power outages, or other disruptions.
 

 

Have your Say

Disability Act 2025
Closing Date: Extended to Friday 9th October at 5pm

 
The Minister for Children, Disability & Equality has launched a public consultation to inform
the review of the Disability Act 2005.
 
They would particularly like to hear from disabled people, their families and carers, their
representative groups, and Disabled Persons Organisations (DPOs).
 
In order to ensure that this process is as accessible as possible there are multiple methods
of sharing your views to inform this consultation process.
 
The Disability Act 2005 is a wide-ranging piece of legislation which strives to improve the
quality of life for disabled people, but it has not been updated in any significant manner
since its enactment over 20 years ago.

 

Find out More &

Have your Say

Social Enterprises Invited to Shape Future Climate Funding
 
Social enterprises across Ireland are being encouraged to take part in the first national
study examining how the sector finances environmental and climate activities, and what
supports are needed for the future.
 
Funded by the Research Ireland New Foundations Award (Strand 15) and supported by the
Department of Rural and Community Development, the 15-minute confidential survey will
help inform future government policy, funding and supports for social enterprises.
 
By taking part, organisations can highlight the barriers they face and ensure their
experiences help shape future funding approaches.

 

Have your Say

Insurance Survey for Charities & Community Groups
 

Is Your Organisation Feeling the Impact of Rising Insurance Costs?
 
Community and voluntary organisations are encouraged to take part in the Alliance for
Insurance Reform's annual insurance survey.
 
With rising insurance premiums continuing to place pressure on charities and community
groups, the survey provides vital evidence to help inform government, policymakers and
the media about the challenges organisations are facing.
 
It takes less than a minute to complete, requires no specific financial information, and helps
strengthen the case for further action to reduce insurance costs across the sector.
 

 

Have your Say

Barriers to Accessing Bank Accounts for Small Community Groups
Closing Date: Saturday 31st October

 
Social Justice Ireland is an independent think tank and justice advocacy organisation that
advances the lives of people and communities through providing independent social
analysis and effective policy development to create a sustainable future for every member
of society and for society as a whole.
 
They are conducting a short survey to better understand how Community Groups access
basic financial services, and where gaps may exist. As Community Groups need a
dedicated bank account in order to receive grants and funding, by sharing your perspective,
you’ll contribute to research that aims to improve access to basic financial products for
community groups. The survey is quick, anonymous, and open to everyone.

 

Consultation Portal

 

Government of Ireland Public Consultations
 

There are a number of public consultations currently open that provide an important
opportunity for individuals and groups to Have your Say & Let your Voice be Heard

 

Funding Opportunities

Find out more & Apply

Impact Grant
Closing Date: Thursday 1st October

 
The Impact Grant supports arts-focused nonprofit organisations that provide non-financial
support to emerging artists from underrepresented groups.
 
The grant aims to support organisations that help improve artists’ working and living
conditions, create more time for artistic development, increase the visibility of their work
and build confidence.
 
Ten unrestricted grants of €50,000 will be awarded over a two-year period. The funding
can be used towards core organisational costs, including salaries and other costs that are
essential to delivering and developing the organisation’s work.
 
In addition to funding, successful organisations will become part of a Grantee Network,
providing opportunities for peer exchange, online events and workshops, and promotion
through the funder’s communications channels.
Arts-focused nonprofit organisations supporting emerging artists are encouraged to
explore the opportunity and consider applying.

 

Find out more & Apply

Heart of the Community Fund
Closing Date: Round 2 - Friday 2nd October

 
For this grant round, applications from organisations on the island of Ireland working in
the following two areas will be accepted:

Arts and Culture Organisations
Community Organisations with Arts-based Programmes

Arts and Culture Organisations: This funding strand is intended for organisations that
work in the promotion, preservation, and development of all art forms. Organisations
applying under this stream may apply for core funding to support their ongoing activities
and operations.
 
Community Organisations with Arts-based Programmes: This funding strand is intended
for organisations seeking grants for a community-based arts project. Applicants must
provide details of how the funding will be used, and all expenditure must relate directly to
the programme or project for which funding is requested.

 

Find out more & Apply

Baltinglass Municipal District Christmas Lights
Closing Date: Monday 5th October

 
It is that time of the year again!
 
Be sure to get your group's application in on time.

 

Find out more & Apply

Irish Youth Foundation Flagship Fund
Closing Date:  Friday 16th October at 5pm

 
The goal of this fund is to support projects and programmes around the country that are
focused on lifting children and young people up and out of poverty.
The Irish Youth Foundation are primarily targeting organisations that work with children
and young people experiencing poverty and marginalisation.
 
This fund will support work that is aligned with one of the following three focus areas for
change:

Educational Attainment
Health & Wellbeing
Skills & Employability

 

Find out more & Apply

Ballycumber Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund
Closing Date: Friday 13th November

 
The total value of the Ballycumber Wind Farm fund is €10,000.
 
The funds aim to support community and voluntary projects which are located near to the
Wind Farms. with a focus on projects/activities which clearly contribute to at least one of
the following categories:
 
• Health and wellbeing
• Village and community enhancement
• Sport, leisure and recreation
• Social Inclusion, including children, youth and active retired age groups
• Community infrastructure
• Environmental projects, including biodiversity and habitat conservation, in line with the
principles of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (www.pollinators.ie).
 
Organisations currently supported by the wind farm are eligible to apply, however, it
should be noted that such applications may not be prioritised.  Unincorporated groups
may apply to the fund, up to a project value of €2,000.
 
The NTR Wind Farm Community Benefit Funds will prioritise applications from local
community groups and organisations within the environs of the wind farms.
However, please note that high quality projects from key service centres will be
considered where there is a clear and defined additional impact on the communities within
the area of benefit.

previously listed ...

Find out more & Apply

Arts and Disability Connect Funding
Closing Date: Tuesday 29th September 

 
Arts & Disability Ireland’s Arts and Disability Connect funding scheme provides support for
artists with disabilities to develop their creative practice and pursue new opportunities
within the arts sector.
 
The scheme includes a range of funding opportunities, including Mentoring, Training, New
Work, and Research and Reflection awards, designed to support artists in developing
their work, accessing professional development opportunities and connecting with arts
organisations and arts professionals.
 
Arts and Disability Connect aims to support artists with disabilities to be ambitious in their
creative practice, build their skills and explore new artistic possibilities within an inclusive
and supportive environment.

 

Find out more & Apply

An online information
session is scheduled for

Tuesday, September 15th
at 7.30pm. To register for
the session click HERE

Heritage Keepers Programme
Closing Date: The next deadline is Tuesday 30th September 

 
Heritage Keepers is a free heritage education programme for primary schools and
community groups across Ireland that empowers participants to delve into their built,
cultural and natural heritage and provides funding to allow them to take positive local
action!
 
Your group will participate in 5 weekly workshops, each lasting approximately 2 hours.
 
At the end of the programme, your group will plan a project that promotes or preserves an
aspect of your local built, cultural, or natural heritage.
 
Heritage Keepers can also provide a grant towards completing this action.
 
You may also apply for an additional grant which allows your group to organise its
own field-trip to a heritage site in your area!

 

Find out more

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
Measure 1 & Project Development applications close 25th September

Measure 2 & 3 applications close 15th December
 
Local authorities, local development companies, community groups and stakeholders
involved in outdoor recreation are being encouraged to explore the newly launched 2026–
2027 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS).
 
The scheme will provide €20 million to support the development, upgrade, maintenance,
and promotion of outdoor recreation infrastructure in rural areas, with targeted supports
for Gaeltacht and island communities.
 
Funding is available for projects ranging from small-scale repairs and promotion to large
strategic trail and amenity developments. Groups with project ideas are encouraged to
engage with their local authority or local development company.

 

Find out more & Apply

Biodiversity Fund
Closing Date: 4pm Friday 2nd October

 
Communities are invited to apply for funding to protect and restore local
biodiversity through a new grant round from Community Foundation Ireland and the
National Parks and Wildlife Service.
 
Funding is available under two strands:

Biodiversity Action Plan Development Grants (€6,000 to €10,000) for communities
seeking to work with an ecologist to assess local biodiversity, identify priorities and
develop an action plan.
Biodiversity Action Plan Implementation Grants (up to €12,000) for communities
ready to put an existing plan into action.

The programme combines the commitment and local knowledge of communities, clubs
and landowners with ecological expertise to increase understanding of local biodiversity
and support practical conservation measures.

 

Find out more & Apply

Community Heritage Grant Schemes
Closing Date for Submission of EOI: Friday 16th October

 
The Heritage Council is pleased to announce that the Community Heritage Grant Scheme
2027 will open for applications on 18 September 2026.
 
This scheme supports community-led projects that protect, conserve, celebrate, record,
share and promote Ireland’s heritage.
 
New for 2027: Two-Stage Application Process
To make the application process simpler and more accessible, the scheme will operate a
new two-stage application process:

Stage 1: Expression of Interest (EOI)
Stage 2: Full Application

Grants will range from €800 to €25,000 and will support practical projects that deliver
heritage benefits, community engagement and lasting public value.
 
Applications will be invited under five themes:

Heritage at Risk
Biodiversity & Nature Restoration
Traditional Skills & Conservation
Digital Heritage, Access & Storytelling
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

 

Find out more & Apply

Built Heritage Schemes
Closing Date:

Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and Historic Thatched Buildings
(HTB): 4.00pm, Friday 30th October

Historic Structures Fund (HSF): 4.00pm, Friday 27th November
 
Applications are now open for the Built Heritage Grant Schemes 2027, administered by
Wicklow County Council on behalf of the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage.
 
The funding schemes support the conservation, repair and protection of historic buildings
and structures across County Wicklow and include:
 

Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) – supporting small-scale, labour-intensive
conservation and repair works to protected structures, buildings within Architectural
Conservation Areas, vernacular buildings, including thatched properties, and historic
shopfronts.
Historic Structures Fund (HSF) – supporting larger-scale conservation projects that
safeguard historic structures, extend their lifespan and deliver public or community
benefit.
Historic Thatched Buildings (HTB) Stream – providing dedicated funding for the
conservation and protection of traditional thatched buildings.

 

Find out more & Apply

LAWPRO Small Grants and Events Scheme
Closing Date: Friday 18th December

 
This grants scheme is for community groups to apply for small scale initiatives and events
outside of LAWPRO’s targeted open calls. It covers events such as World Wetland Day,
Biodiversity Week, Science Week, etc. It may also be used for small awareness raising
initiatives such as surveys and plans, citizen science, hosting a meeting, workshops, litter
pick, publications, biodiversity signage, or other such small scale initiatives.
 
Applications must have a water quality or water awareness focus.
 
Please do not use this application form to apply for events to be hosted during
Heritage Week (August 15th to 23rd 2026). A separate application process for Heritage
Week grants will be advertised at a later date and well in advance of Heritage Week 2026.

 

Find out more & Apply

Pilgrim's Europe Legacy Fund
Closing Date: not specified

This fund may be of interest to groups in the Shillelagh and surrounding
areas

 
This fund has been created to strengthen local connections and provide meaningful
support to organisations that make a positive difference - ranging from community and
voluntary groups to educational, cultural, environmental and youth initiatives. 
 
Grants are in the range of £5000 / €6000. Pilgrim’s Europe reserves the right to increase
or decrease the sum as it sees fit. 

 

Find out more & Apply

Arts Council Funding Opportunity
Closing Dates: Various Dates

 
Arts organisations & creatives are encouraged to explore the range of funding
opportunities available through the Arts Council.
 
Applications are now open for Strategic Funding, which supports key arts organisations to
strengthen their sustainability and capacity to deliver high-quality arts experiences,
services, events and activities for audiences across Ireland.
 
Strategic Funding is open to formally constituted organisations (CLGs and DACs) that
meet the eligibility criteria, including having previously received Arts Council funding.

 

Find out more & Apply

Discover EU Funding Opportunities with Access Europe
 
Access Europe provides a valuable resource for organisations, communities and
individuals interested in exploring EU funding opportunities.
 
The Access Europe website brings together information on a wide range of EU funding
schemes, helping users discover available programmes, understand eligibility
requirements and find opportunities that can support their projects and ambitions.
 
From arts and culture to community development, research, inclusion and beyond,
Access Europe offers guidance and information to help people navigate the many funding
opportunities available.

 

Visit our website

Wicklow PPN Funding & Events Calendar
 

Remember to check out the Funding Calendar on our Website for details of funding
opportunities.
 
You'll also find some support resources on making funding applications on our Website.
 
Best of luck with your funding applications!

 

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
 

We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.
 

Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.
 

Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject
'Unsubscribe'.

 
 

 
County Wicklow Public Participation Network

C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
 

T: Alice - 086 837 4227
T: Helen - 087 189 5145

T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
 

E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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