
 
 

Let your Voice be Heard &
Make a Real Difference!

 
 
 

News Update: Friday 4th September 2026
Hi everyone
 
We have a busy few months ahead and we’re really looking forward to connecting with
many of you through our upcoming online and in person events.
 
Our events have been developed and organised in response to what we’ve been hearing
from our member groups, particularly around the need for training, information sharing
and opportunities to connect and network.
 
All of our events are free and everyone is welcome.  If you see something that interests
you, we’d love you to reserve a space. And why not encourage others from your group or
wider community to get involved too.
 
Our first upcoming event, the Conversation Café, is a collaboration between An Tairseach
Ecology Centre & Organic Farm, Concern Worldwide and ourselves.  We’re delighted to
say that it is now fully booked.  If you’d like to be added to the waiting list, just drop us an
email and we’ll add your name.
 
For our other upcoming events, we’d really encourage you to book early where possible.
This helps us with planning and making sure we can accommodate everyone, whether
the event is online or in person.  And please spread the word by sharing the events with
other groups, organisations, friends and colleagues who you think might be interested.
 
As well as the latest PPN news, there’s plenty more to catch up on in this newsletter,
including local and national news, open consultations and new funding opportunities.
 
Be sure to scroll through, you never know, you might find an event that interests you or a
funding opportunity that could be just what your group is looking for!

To catch up on all the news
scroll through our news

update sections:
 

PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 
 

 

 

PPN News

Upcoming PPN Free Events - All Welcome
 

Have a look through and see if there’s anything that catches your interest. We’d love to see our member groups getting
involved and making the most of these opportunities.
 
All are free but booking is required to help us with the organisation of the event

 

 SustainabilityPlan.ie - Introducing Wicklow’s
New Free Website

Online on Tuesday 22nd September at 7.30pm

 
Two community organisations in Blessington are working
together on this new website which aims to encourage
communities throughout Wicklow and Ireland to create their
own bespoke sustainability plans for free.
 
Building on their previous successful partnerships and
extensive experience with joint sustainability projects, the
Blessington Tourist Office and Blessington Allotments
Campaign formally launched SustainabilityPlan.ie in August
2026.
 
 

Book Your Place 

 Wicklow Governance Group
In Person - Brockagh Centre, Laragh

Tuesday 29th September 

This meeting and network is open to all community and
voluntary groups across County Wicklow.

 
Wicklow Governance Group has been established
following the Governance Training Programme (facilitated
by Senan Turnbull) to provide ongoing support, connection
and peer learning for community organisations across
County Wicklow.
 
The Network will provide a welcoming space where
community groups can come together to share
experiences, discuss governance challenges, learn from
one another and explore practical ways to strengthen
governance within their organisations.

Book Your Place 

 

 Let's Talk About Literacy
Online

Wednesday 14th October

Training to build literacy awareness and take your first
step towards becoming a Literacy Champion!

 
Topics will include:

The Literacy Landscape in Ireland
Impacts and Causes of Unmet Literacy Needs
Literacy Awareness and Creating a Literacy
Accessible Environment
Tips and Tools to be Literacy-Friendly

Grab your lunch and join us online!

Book Your Place 

 Planning & Delivering Successful Community
Events

In Person - Brockagh Centre, Laragh
on Saturday 14th November

Join us for a practical and informative day designed to
support community groups from across County Wicklow in
planning, organising and successfully delivering community
events & parades.
 
The day will provide useful information, practical tips and
shared learning on everything from planning to safety,
sustainability and event management. There will also be
opportunities to meet, connect and share ideas with other
community groups, helping us all to create safe, successful
and enjoyable events that bring our communities together.

Bookings aren’t open just yet. Keep an eye on our social
media and newsletters for updates on when booking opens!

 

 End of Year Members' Gathering (Plenary)  
on Evening of Wednesday 25th November

Venue to be confirmed

We’re currently finalising the details for this event, and
booking is not yet open. Keep an eye on our social media
channels and newsletters for updates, we’ll let you know as
soon as booking opens.

All Welcome to Get Involved
in our Upcoming Events

 
Our free events are a great way to connect, learn and
support positive change within your group and the wider
community.  
 
Please spread the word and encourage others to come
along aswell.
 
Interested in finding out more? Please get in touch with us.

 

Find out more & nominate 

Call for PPN Rep Nominations open until 9am Monday 14th September
 
We currently have a number of vacant PPN Representative positions, and we’d love to see
more of our member groups putting forward people from within their own membership.
 
PPN Representatives play an important role in making sure that the experiences, concerns
and ideas of communities across County Wicklow are heard at local policy and decision-
making committees and boards.
 
Current Call is for Representatives to:

Wicklow Local Community Development Committee (Community and Voluntary Pillar)
Economic Development and Enterprise Support SPC (Social Inclusion Pillar)
Wicklow Local Safety Partnership (Baltinglass MD)
Wicklow Volunteer Centre
Sustainable Mobility Ltd T/A Local Link Carlow Kilkenny Wicklow (Board)

Please Note: Email with details sent to all member groups on Friday 21st August.

 

Find out more 

 Celebrating Local History & Heritage
 
Thank you to Donard Imaal History for the invitation to the launch of the publication on
Donard Medieval Church and Graveyard featuring extracts from the conservation plan. This
publication was made possible with support from the Wicklow Heritage Office and iCAN, an
initiative of the National Museum of Ireland.
 
Donard Imaal History has been involved in a number of projects documenting and sharing
local history & heritage, helping to make the stories and heritage of the area more
accessible to the wider community. These include:
 
Daoine agus Ait postcard project in 2021
Heritage trail leaflet in 2023
West Wicklow heritage trail boards in 2024 with QR codes on 6 local sites
Participation in ' Remembering our community midwives' an initiative of the National
museum of Ireland
 
It is particularly good to see this work continuing. Donard Imaal History was one of the
groups that connected with the Wicklow Heritage Officer and the iCAN programme
following a presentation at the Wicklow PPN Members’ Gathering (Plenary) in 2019.
 
We are delighted to see the group continuing to build on that work and making an important
contribution to preserving and sharing local history and heritage.
 
Thank you to the group for their continued work, and congratulations on the new booklet.
 
Delighted to have met with the following on the day: Oonagh McElligott, Jim Butler,
Margaret Flynn, Michael Cassidy, Michael O'Reilly, Mike Cummins, Pat Cummins, James
Calley, and Karen Allison

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our Funding  & Events Calendar, Funding Resource, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th September 2026. 
Minutes from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our 10th Anniversary Messages, Sustainable Development Goals Animation, our
series of Wellbeing videos (Super Charge Your Self-care) and more.

Local News

A Special Thank You from Avoca Mills - invite to community groups to a
free guided tour of the Avoca Mill

 
Avoca would like to recognise and thank local community organisations and their members
for the important role they play in strengthening communities.
 
As a special token of appreciation, PPN member groups are invited to enjoy a
complimentary guided tour of the historic Avoca Mill.
 
Visitors can go behind the scenes of one of Ireland’s oldest working weaving mills, see
skilled weavers in action and discover the story of over 300 years of Irish craftsmanship.
Afterwards, there’s an opportunity to explore the Mill store or enjoy a bite to eat in the café.
 
As an added thank you, everyone who redeems their complimentary tour will be entered
into a draw to win a luxury Avoca hamper.
 
PPN member groups interested in taking up this offer should contact Wicklow PPN to
request the invitation details.  Email us at info@countywicklowppn.ie for more details.
 
Groups of more than five people are asked to contact Avoca in advance to arrange their
visit.
 
A lovely opportunity to experience a special part of Ireland’s heritage while enjoying this
generous thank you from Avoca.

 

Literacy in real life – stories and voices across communities
 
To celebrate International Literacy Day 2026, the Literacy in Real Life webinar series brings together practitioners,
community organisations, educators, and learners to explore the many ways literacy shapes our everyday lives.
 
Through a series of free online lunchtime talks, participants will gain insights into literacy awareness, health literacy,
workplace literacy, digital literacy, and the lived experiences of adult learners.
 
The programme highlights how literacy extends far beyond reading and writing and plays a vital role in supporting
participation, confidence, wellbeing, and lifelong learning.

Find out more

 

Listing of Events in Co

Wicklow

Culture Night
Friday 18th September

 
Culture Night returns on Friday, 18 September, offering a wonderful opportunity to discover,
celebrate and experience the rich culture and creativity that exists right across County
Wicklow.
 
From music and performance to heritage, art, storytelling and community events, there will
be plenty happening across the county for people of all ages to enjoy.  Many of our member
groups are playing an important part in making Culture Night happen, sharing their
knowledge, talents, stories and passion with local communities.
 
We would encourage everyone to get involved, try something new and support the fantastic
events taking place locally. A big thank you goes to all the groups, volunteers and
organisers who put so much time and effort into making this special evening possible.

 

 

Find out More & Rgister

Food for Thought: County Wicklow Food Partnerships Symposium 2026
on Thursday 1st October 

in the Brockagh Resource Centre from 9.45am
 
The event will bring together food partnerships, community organisations, policymakers
and local representatives to reflect on the year, share experiences and explore
opportunities for a fairer and more sustainable food system in County Wicklow.
 
Highlights include:

Reflections and updates from County Wicklow Food Partnerships
A FoodCloud presentation on barriers and policy options for increased surplus food
redistribution in Ireland
A hands-on workshop exploring the county’s existing community food assets and
identifying gaps and opportunities
Networking and sharing ideas with others working towards a fairer food future

Groups and organisations from across the county are encouraged to attend and join in the
conversation.

 

Free Property Marking Training Opportunity for Volunteers
 
The Wicklow Local Community Safety Partnership are seeking volunteers to participate in

Property Marking Device Training taking place on:
Date: 31st October 2026
Time: 9:30am to 1:00pm

Venue: The Chamber, County Buildings, Wicklow
 

As places are limited, please confirm your attendance by Friday 17th October.
 
This training will provide participants with the skills and knowledge to use a property
marking device, an effective crime prevention tool that helps deter theft and assists in the
identification and recovery of stolen property.
 
By attending this training, volunteers will:

Learn how to correctly use a property marking device.
Gain practical crime prevention knowledge.
Help protect homes, businesses, and community facilities from theft.
Support local community safety initiatives.
Increase public awareness of property marking as a theft deterrent.
Develop skills that can be used at future community safety and crime prevention
events.
Play an active role in making our communities safer

Participation is completely free of charge.
 
If you are interested in becoming a trained volunteer and supporting this important
community safety initiative, please contact to register your interest at
Communitysafety@wicklowcoco.ie

 

Access the Information

Paper

The DART+ Programme to Wicklow Town Information Paper
Prepared by Wicklow Visually Impaired Group, a member of Wicklow PPN

 
The DART project to Wicklow Town is one of the most closely watched transport
developments in the region.
 
The Group has prepared this information paper to address the following questions and set
out the actions it wants to see happen.

Want to know more about the backstory to this critical piece of rail infrastructure?
Why the target date for the project has shifted 6 times since it was first announced in
2019?
What are the critical milestones and key targets ahead that need to be achieved for
the delivery of the DART to Wicklow - now planned for 203O?
Why a new development could mean the project further drifting beyond 2030?

Please Note: The Information Paper is best to read with a pc or a tablet

 

Find out More 

Wicklow Volunteer Centre
Could Your Organisation Benefit from Volunteers?

 
Volunteers bring energy, skills and fresh perspectives to not-for-profit organisations, helping
services grow and communities thrive.
 
Whether support is needed with administration, events, fundraising, social media, driving,
befriending or hands-on activities, the Wicklow Volunteer Centre can help organisations
connect with people who are eager to make a difference.
 
Organisations with volunteer opportunities are encouraged to get in touch with Wicklow
Volunteer Centre and share their available roles.
 
Let Wicklow Volunteer Centre help find the helping hands your organisation needs!
 
Bray Office: Yvonne @ 085 862 1525 yvonne@volunteerwicklow.ie  
Wicklow Town Office: Fiona @ 086 325 8803 fiona@volunteerwiclow.ie  

 

More News from around the County

 

 

 

previously listed ...

Living Well programmes schedule for this autumn
 
Living Well is a free, group self-management programme for adults 18 years and older with
long-term or chronic health conditions.
 
The Living Well programme supports you to help develop the skills and confidence to help
you to self-manage and to live well with your long-term health condition.
 
Click HERE to access the Autumn Schedule

 

Supporting Families impacted by Substance Use in Kildare and West Wicklow

 

Register

Living & Learning Course - Register Your Interest
 

Kildare and Wicklow ETB, in partnership with MABS, Citizens Information and Adult
Literacy for Life, is inviting expressions of interest for its Living & Learning Course, a free 7-
week programme running from September to November 2026.
 
Designed to support wellbeing in a friendly and supportive environment, the course will
cover topics including building confidence, budgeting and knowing your rights, emotional
wellbeing and healthy eating, connecting with others and staying active, and volunteering
and community involvement.
 
The programme offers participants an opportunity to develop practical skills, improve
wellbeing and strengthen connections within their local community.

 

National News

Find out more & Register

Ireland in Conversation: Let's Talk Workplace Mental Health
online on Wednesday 9th September

 
This Webinar will explore what it takes to build a workplace culture that supports positive
mental health and wellbeing. It will consider the importance of psychological safety and
open conversations, the role we can all play in challenging stigma, and how listening to and
learning from lived experience can help shape more meaningful and effective workplace
supports.
 
The Webinar will also look at the practical role that employers, managers, team leaders and
wellbeing champions can play in creating change - recognising that mentally healthy
workplaces are shaped not only by policies and initiatives, but through leadership, everyday
behaviours and the way we respond to one another.

 

National Public Libraries Open Day 2026 - Save the Date
 
National Public Libraries Open Day returns on Saturday 26th September, celebrating the
wide range of services, programmes and opportunities available through public libraries
across Ireland.
 
Libraries are at the heart of communities, supporting learning, creativity, connection and
discovery for people of all ages.
 
Save the date and keep an eye on the Wicklow Library Service social media pages for
updates and details on how to get involved!

 

Find out more

Free YSI Programmes for Youth & Community Groups
 
Young Social Innovators (YSI) offers a range of free programmes for youth and community
groups, supporting young people to explore the issues that matter to them and take
meaningful action in their communities.
 
Through creative and hands-on learning, participants can develop valuable skills including
confidence, communication, teamwork, leadership and critical thinking, while building a
stronger sense of belonging and active citizenship.
 
Whether a group is looking for a longer programme, a short-term project or a one-off
workshop, YSI has flexible options to suit different groups and needs.
 
Youth workers and coordinators are encouraged to explore what’s available and discover
how YSI can support young people to turn their ideas into positive change.
 

 

Access the Plan

The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2026–2030
 
The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) brings together sectors and communities across the
island of Ireland to create a landscape where pollinators can survive and thrive. Its
implementation is coordinated by the National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC).
 
While pollinators remain in decline, encouraging data from the Citizen Science Bumblebee
Monitoring Scheme show that declines appear to have stabilised over the past five years.
Local pollinator populations are also increasing in areas where action is being taken to
support them.
 
The ambition of the AIPP, however, is to go beyond simply stopping declines — it aims to
reverse them. The evidence so far is an encouraging sign that action is making a
difference, but more needs to be done.
 
Now entering its third phase, the AIPP aims to create a landscape with pockets of nature
every 200 metres. Building on the successes of previous phases, the new plan seeks to
increase pollinator numbers and create a healthier, more biodiverse landscape for both
pollinators and people.

 

A Reminder for Community Gardens
 

With the new All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2026–2030 now launched, remember to revisit the
Pollinator Guide for Community Gardens, created by Community Gardens Ireland and
the National Biodiversity Data Centre.
 
The guide is packed with practical ideas for making community gardens more pollinator and
wildlife-friendly, from avoiding pesticides to creating habitats and adding ponds, bird boxes
and bat boxes.

 

Find out more

Relove Fashion Competition
 
Young people aged 12–19 are invited to transform unwanted clothes and fabrics into
creative, wearable fashion, without buying anything new.
 
The competition celebrates upcycling, repair and reuse.
 
Those who register their interest by the 30th September will also have the chance to win a
sewing machine for their school or group.

 

Find out more & Register

Protect our Health, Water & Biodiversity from Pesticides Conference
In person in Dublin or online

on Tuesday 6th October from 10 am to 2 pm
 
The Environmental Forum, Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Europe, the Sustainable Water
Network (SWAN), and the Environmental Pillar cordially invite you to attend the policy
conference "Protect our Health, Water & Biodiversity from Pesticides - An EU Policy
Conference under the Irish Presidency on the Future of Pesticide Regulation."
 
The event will bring together representatives of the European Commission, the Irish
Presidency of the Council of the European Union, leading scientists, water sector experts,
environmental NGOs, and representatives of the farming community to discuss the future
of EU pesticide policy.

 

Register

Social Justice Ireland launches their response to Budget 2027
Wednesday 7th October @ 11am in Buswells Hotel Dublin or Online

 
Less than 24 hours after Budget 2027 has been announced, Social Justice Ireland will
launch their analysis. This is the first comprehensive analysis of the Budget and will cover
aspects such as Poverty, Healthcare, Housing, Just Transition, Welfare, Taxation and
others.
 
Join in person or view the launch online.
 

 

Check out the Website

The Wheel's New Website
 

Check out The Wheel's New Online Hub for Ireland's Charities, Community Groups and
Social Enterprises.
 
A great source of information on topics ranging from training to funding and from sector
new to practical resources for the community and voluntary sector.

 

Sharing IEN's September Newsletter
 

Click HERE to access their Connecting Nationwide September Newsletter.  Which includes
details of the new SustainabilityPlan.ie website, launched by two community groups in
Blessington and much more.
 

 

Find out more

FREE Online Autumn Workshops for Children & Young People
 
Bookings are now open for a programme of FREE online autumn workshops for children
and young people aged 6–16 with long-term physical health conditions.
 
Ages 6–8: Distance Creates Winter Saturdays – 7th November to 12th December
Ages 9–12: Distance Creates Winter Saturdays – 7th November to 12th December
Ages 13–16: Youth Online Autumn Camp – 27th, 29th & 31st October
 
The workshops offer fun, creative activities that can be enjoyed from home.

previously listed ...

Find out more

FREE courses on Learn with the National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA) 
 
Any adult can do a FREE courses on Learn with the National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA)
to brush up on:

Computers
Maths
Reading
Writing
Personal Development and much more!

Learners can start at any time and go at their own pace.
 
ReadSpeaker is available in all courses. This is a tool that can read out the words on the
screen.

 

Find out more & Register

your Event

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Week 2026
Saturday 19th to Sunday 27th September

 
Communities, organisations, schools and businesses are encouraged to take part in
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Week 2026, taking place from 19th to 27th 
September as part of the wider European Sustainable Development Week (ESDW).
 
SDG Week is an opportunity to showcase local initiatives that support the Sustainable
Development Goals and inspire positive action across communities. If you're planning an
event, now is the time to register and be part of this nationwide celebration of sustainability.
 

 

The SDGs - From Local to Global
 
Explore how local actions contribute to the SDGs using the Wicklow County Council SDG
Mapping Tool: https://www.wicklow.ie/.../Sustainable-Development-Goals
 
For information and resources, visit the Wicklow PPN Train & Support page:
https://countywicklowppn.ie/train-support/

 

Register

SEAI Webinar: Ireland's Energy Insights - From National Trends to
Community Action

on Thursday 17th September at 1:15 pm
 
The session will explore Ireland's national energy trends, including emissions, energy use
and renewable energy, before highlighting how local communities are driving climate action
through Local Authority Climate Action Plans, Decarbonisation Zones and Sustainable
Energy Communities.
 
The webinar will demonstrate how understanding energy data can support informed
decision-making and empower communities to play an active role in Ireland's transition to a
low-carbon future.
 
A valuable opportunity to gain practical insights into Ireland's energy journey and the
important role communities play in achieving a more sustainable future.

 

Find out more

Arts in Education National Day
in TU Dublin on Saturday 7th November

 
Call for Presentations & Workshops

Closing Date: Wednesday 16th September 
 
This year's theme: The Future is Creative: Why arts and creativity in education matter
more than ever. 
⠀
The committee are inviting artists, creative practitioners, teachers, educators, academics
and arts in education professionals to share presentations or workshops. They are
particularly interested in projects and practices that explore:

Arts in education in the age of AI and emerging technologies
Arts based approaches to connect with nature, climate action and sustainability

 

Find out more & Register

 ECO-Sustainability Award Programme
 
The ECO-UNESCO ECO-Sustainability Award Programme supports community groups
and organisations to embed sustainability into their everyday activities.
 
Through a practical framework, the programme helps organisations promote sustainable
development while working towards recognised sustainability awards. As part of the
programme, information sessions are available to help organisations explore how the
framework can support their sustainability journey and connect with a growing network
committed to positive environmental action.
 
Please note there is a small cost (€50) for groups to get involved.

 

Consultations 

Have your Say

Wicklow Town Centre Community Survey
Closing Date Monday 7th September

 
Wicklow County Council, in collaboration with the Wicklow Town Team, is preparing a Town
Centre Health Check and Heritage-led Regeneration Plan to help shape the future of
Wicklow Town Centre. The initiative provides a valuable opportunity to celebrate Wicklow's
rich heritage, improve accessibility, and strengthen the town centre as a vibrant and
welcoming place for people of all ages and abilities to live, work, visit and enjoy.

Building on the town's unique character and heritage, the project will identify opportunities
to protect what makes Wicklow special while creating an even better place for the local
community and visitors alike.

They would love to hear how you use and experience Wicklow Town Centre, what you think
is working well, and where improvements could be made.  

 

Find out more 

Expressions of Interest - Community Support Centres
Closing Date for Submissions:  Wednesday 30th September

 
Wicklow County Council is seeking Expressions of Interest from community centres, sports
facilities, and other suitable local publicly accessible buildings to be considered as
Community Support Centres.
 
The Community Support Centres may be activated to support communities by providing a
space where they can access services and information during emergencies such as the
aftermath of severe weather events, extended power outages, or other disruptions.
 

 

Find out more & Have

your Say

Adult Literacy for Life Strategy 
Closing Date Friday 18th September

 
The Government is carrying out a mid-term review of the Adult Literacy for Life Strategy
2021–2031 and is seeking views from organisations working with communities.
 
The consultation is an opportunity for community and voluntary organisations to share their
experiences and help shape the strategy for the next five years.
 
You can let your voice be heard on this mid-term strategy review by joining of the the Focus
groups that will be held during September or by making a written submission
 
Organisations are encouraged to take part and help ensure the review reflects the real-
world experiences of communities affected by literacy needs.

 

Have your Say

Disability Act 2025
Closing Date: Extended to Friday 9th October at 5pm

 
The Minister for Children, Disability & Equality has launched a public consultation to inform
the review of the Disability Act 2005.
 
They would particularly like to hear from disabled people, their families and carers, their
representative groups, and Disabled Persons Organisations (DPOs).
 
In order to ensure that this process is as accessible as possible there are multiple methods
of sharing your views to inform this consultation process.
 
The Disability Act 2005 is a wide-ranging piece of legislation which strives to improve the
quality of life for disabled people, but it has not been updated in any significant manner
since its enactment over 20 years ago.

 

Consultation Hub

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
Let your Voice be Heard on local Plans and Schemes

 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow you to
submit observations on them.
 
Open Consultations - Let your Voice be Heard
 
PART XI / Part 8 - Notice of Proposed Enhancements of Seaview Avenue Recreational
Area - Closing Date for Submissions is before 12 Noon on Thursday, 24th September 2026
 
Identification of Bathing Waters 2026, closing date Friday, 25th September 2026
 
Expressions of Interest – Community Support Centres. Deadline for submissions is
Wednesday, 30th September 2026
 
Greystones Pedestrian Cycle Improvement Scheme - Part 8, Closing Date for Submissions
is Wednesday, 30th September 2026
 
Notice of Consideration of Setting a Local Adjustment Factor. Submission deadline by
Thursday 1st of October 2026 (Local Property Tax)
 
Part XI / Part 8 former Central Garage Site, Parnell Road, Bray. Closing Date for
submissions: 12 Noon Thursday 15th October 2026.

previously listed ...

Have your Say

Draft National Strategy for Improving Community Safety
Closing Date: Friday 11th September

 
The Department of Justice, Home Affairs and Migration is inviting people and organisations
to share their feedback on the Draft National Strategy for Improving Community Safety.
 
The draft strategy has been developed to establish a coordinated approach to community
safety, recognising that creating safer communities requires collaboration between public
services, local communities and a range of partners. The strategy has been informed by
consultation and engagement with communities and stakeholders, and feedback is now
being sought on the draft proposals.
 
Individuals, community groups and organisations are encouraged to review the draft
strategy and share their views to help shape the final strategy for improving community
safety across Ireland.

 

Find out More &

Have your Say

Social Enterprises Invited to Shape Future Climate Funding
 
Social enterprises across Ireland are being encouraged to take part in the first national
study examining how the sector finances environmental and climate activities, and what
supports are needed for the future.
 
Funded by the Research Ireland New Foundations Award (Strand 15) and supported by the
Department of Rural and Community Development, the 15-minute confidential survey will
help inform future government policy, funding and supports for social enterprises.
 
By taking part, organisations can highlight the barriers they face and ensure their
experiences help shape future funding approaches.

 

Have your Say

Insurance Survey for Charities & Community Groups
 

Is Your Organisation Feeling the Impact of Rising Insurance Costs?
 
Community and voluntary organisations are encouraged to take part in the Alliance for
Insurance Reform's annual insurance survey.
 
With rising insurance premiums continuing to place pressure on charities and community
groups, the survey provides vital evidence to help inform government, policymakers and
the media about the challenges organisations are facing.
 
It takes less than a minute to complete, requires no specific financial information, and helps
strengthen the case for further action to reduce insurance costs across the sector.
 

 

Find out more & Have

your Say

Research in Ireland Barometer 2026
 

Community groups, voluntary organisations and local stakeholders are being encouraged
to support the Research in Ireland Barometer 2026, a national initiative exploring how
people across Ireland experience and relate to research in their everyday lives.
 
Open to anyone aged 16+ living in Ireland, the survey aims to ensure research policy and
funding better reflect people’s lived experiences, priorities and needs. Particular emphasis
is being placed on hearing from voices that are not usually represented in conversations
about research.
 
The survey will remain open for three months, with findings helping to shape community
focus groups taking place nationwide over the summer and informing how research
engages with society in the future.

 

Have your Say

Barriers to Accessing Bank Accounts for Small Community Groups
Closing Date: Saturday 31st October

 
Social Justice Ireland is an independent think tank and justice advocacy organisation that
advances the lives of people and communities through providing independent social
analysis and effective policy development to create a sustainable future for every member
of society and for society as a whole.
 
They are conducting a short survey to better understand how Community Groups access
basic financial services, and where gaps may exist. As Community Groups need a
dedicated bank account in order to receive grants and funding, by sharing your perspective,
you’ll contribute to research that aims to improve access to basic financial products for
community groups. The survey is quick, anonymous, and open to everyone.

 

Consultation Portal

 
Government of Ireland Public Consultations

 
There are a number of public consultations currently open that provide an important
opportunity for individuals and groups to Have your Say & Let your Voice be Heard

 

Funding Opportunities

Find out more & Apply

Mace Community Grants
Closing Date: Thursday 10th September at midnight

 
The campaign will award fifty grants of €1,000 each to community organisations,
supporting projects that make a positive and lasting difference at a local level.
 
The Fund is Open to community groups and clubs nationwide, the initiative provides a
simple application process. Simply submit the  details of the organisation and explain, in
150 words or less, why they deserve to receive funding and how it would benefit the local
community.
 
Once the closing date has passed, MACE will carry out a shortlisting process, where the
successful organisations will be selected by MACE, at MACE’s discretion and so as to
provide a broad representation across Ireland.
 
The panel of judges will include at least one member who is independent of the
promoters. The decision of the judges will be final, and binding and no correspondence
can be entered into.

 

Find out more & Apply

Gender Equality Funding
Closing Date: Wednesday 16th September at 5pm

 
A new Gender Equality Funding Call is being made available under the Employment,
Inclusion, Skills and Training (EIST) Programme 2021–2027.
 
The fund will support projects that promote gender equality and help improve women’s
access to employment, activation measures, career progression opportunities and
economic empowerment. Particular focus will be placed on supporting women who
experience barriers arising from gender inequality and other forms of disadvantage.
 
The scheme aims to support projects that:

Promote gender equality
Improve women’s access to employment opportunities
Support participation in activation and training measures
Enhance career progression opportunities
Increase economic empowerment
Address barriers linked to gender inequality and multiple forms of disadvantage

A total allocation of €1.9 million is expected to be available over the lifetime of the funding
call.
 
Grants are expected to range from €100,000 to €200,000.

 

Find out more & Apply

AirBnB Rural Tourism Fund
Closing Date: Wednesday 16th September

 
The Airbnb Rural Tourism Fund is seeking applications from initiatives of all sizes that
support rural tourism in Ireland and deliver real benefits to local communities.
 
The fund is particularly interested in projects that encourage visitors to explore rural
Ireland throughout the year, across three key areas:

Outdoor & Activity: Initiatives promoting Ireland’s natural landscapes and outdoor
experiences, including walking trails, water sports, cycling routes and adventure
tourism.
Heritage & Arts: Projects celebrating or preserving Ireland’s culture, history and
heritage, including festivals, traditional crafts, historical sites and local stories.
Hospitality & Food: Initiatives showcasing Irish food, drink and hospitality, while
supporting local producers, restaurants, pubs and visitor experiences.

The programme welcomes applications from a broad range of organisations,
including small businesses, social enterprises, community groups, and cultural and
heritage groups.
 
Projects involving the improvement or provision of new accommodation are not
eligible for this programme.

 

Find out more & Apply

An online information
session is scheduled for

Tuesday, September 15th
at 7.30pm. To register for
the session click HERE

Heritage Keepers Programme
Closing Date: The next deadline is Tuesday 30th September 

 
Heritage Keepers is a free heritage education programme for primary schools and
community groups across Ireland that empowers participants to delve into their built,
cultural and natural heritage and provides funding to allow them to take positive local
action!
 
Your group will participate in 5 weekly workshops, each lasting approximately 2 hours.
 
At the end of the programme, your group will plan a project that promotes or preserves an
aspect of your local built, cultural, or natural heritage.
 
Heritage Keepers can also provide a grant towards completing this action.
 
You may also apply for an additional grant which allows your group to organise its
own field-trip to a heritage site in your area!

 

Find out more & Apply

Biodiversity Fund
Closing Date: 4pm Friday 2nd October

 
Communities are invited to apply for funding to protect and restore local
biodiversity through a new grant round from Community Foundation Ireland and the
National Parks and Wildlife Service.
 
Funding is available under two strands:

Biodiversity Action Plan Development Grants (€6,000 to €10,000) for communities
seeking to work with an ecologist to assess local biodiversity, identify priorities and
develop an action plan.
Biodiversity Action Plan Implementation Grants (up to €12,000) for communities
ready to put an existing plan into action.

The programme combines the commitment and local knowledge of communities, clubs
and landowners with ecological expertise to increase understanding of local biodiversity
and support practical conservation measures.

 

Find out more & Apply

Community Heritage Grant Schemes
Closing Date for Submission of EOI: Friday 16th October

 
The Heritage Council is pleased to announce that the Community Heritage Grant Scheme
2027 will open for applications on 18 September 2026.
 
This scheme supports community-led projects that protect, conserve, celebrate, record,
share and promote Ireland’s heritage.
 
New for 2027: Two-Stage Application Process
To make the application process simpler and more accessible, the scheme will operate a
new two-stage application process:

Stage 1: Expression of Interest (EOI)
Stage 2: Full Application

Grants will range from €800 to €25,000 and will support practical projects that deliver
heritage benefits, community engagement and lasting public value.
 
Applications will be invited under five themes:

Heritage at Risk
Biodiversity & Nature Restoration
Traditional Skills & Conservation
Digital Heritage, Access & Storytelling
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

 

Find out more & Apply

Pilgrim's Europe Legacy Fund
Closing Date: not specified

This fund may be of interest to groups in the Shillelagh and surrounding
areas

 
This fund has been created to strengthen local connections and provide meaningful
support to organisations that make a positive difference - ranging from community and
voluntary groups to educational, cultural, environmental and youth initiatives. 
 
Grants are in the range of £5000 / €6000. Pilgrim’s Europe reserves the right to increase
or decrease the sum as it sees fit. 

previously listed ...

Find out more

BeActive EU Sport Awards 
Closing Date: Thursday 17th September

 
Applications are now open for the BeActive EU Sport Awards 2026, which recognise
organisations and individuals using sport and physical activity to make a positive impact in
their communities.
 
Awards are available across five categories:

Across Generations - recognising initiatives that bring people of all ages together
through sport.
Inclusion - celebrating projects that promote social inclusion, equality and diversity
through sport.
Peace - recognising initiatives that use sport to build understanding, cooperation
and peaceful communities.
Physical Activity - rewarding projects that encourage active lifestyles and improve
health and wellbeing.
Volunteering - celebrating the outstanding contribution of volunteers and volunteer-
led sports initiatives.

 

Find out more

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
Measure 1 & Project Development applications close 25th September

Measure 2 & 3 applications close 15th December
 
Local authorities, local development companies, community groups and stakeholders
involved in outdoor recreation are being encouraged to explore the newly launched 2026–
2027 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS).
 
The scheme will provide €20 million to support the development, upgrade, maintenance,
and promotion of outdoor recreation infrastructure in rural areas, with targeted supports
for Gaeltacht and island communities.
 
Funding is available for projects ranging from small-scale repairs and promotion to large
strategic trail and amenity developments. Groups with project ideas are encouraged to
engage with their local authority or local development company.

 

Find out more & Apply

Arts and Disability Connect Funding
Closing Date: Tuesday 29th September 

 
Arts & Disability Ireland’s Arts and Disability Connect funding scheme provides support for
artists with disabilities to develop their creative practice and pursue new opportunities
within the arts sector.
 
The scheme includes a range of funding opportunities, including Mentoring, Training, New
Work, and Research and Reflection awards, designed to support artists in developing
their work, accessing professional development opportunities and connecting with arts
organisations and arts professionals.
 
Arts and Disability Connect aims to support artists with disabilities to be ambitious in their
creative practice, build their skills and explore new artistic possibilities within an inclusive
and supportive environment.

 

Find out more & Apply

Built Heritage Schemes
Closing Date:

Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) and Historic Thatched Buildings
(HTB): 4.00pm, Friday 30th October

Historic Structures Fund (HSF): 4.00pm, Friday 27th November
 
Applications are now open for the Built Heritage Grant Schemes 2027, administered by
Wicklow County Council on behalf of the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage.
 
The funding schemes support the conservation, repair and protection of historic buildings
and structures across County Wicklow and include:
 

Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) – supporting small-scale, labour-intensive
conservation and repair works to protected structures, buildings within Architectural
Conservation Areas, vernacular buildings, including thatched properties, and historic
shopfronts.
Historic Structures Fund (HSF) – supporting larger-scale conservation projects that
safeguard historic structures, extend their lifespan and deliver public or community
benefit.
Historic Thatched Buildings (HTB) Stream – providing dedicated funding for the
conservation and protection of traditional thatched buildings.

 

Find out more & Apply

LAWPRO Small Grants and Events Scheme
Closing Date: Friday 18th December

 
This grants scheme is for community groups to apply for small scale initiatives and events
outside of LAWPRO’s targeted open calls. It covers events such as World Wetland Day,
Biodiversity Week, Science Week, etc. It may also be used for small awareness raising
initiatives such as surveys and plans, citizen science, hosting a meeting, workshops, litter
pick, publications, biodiversity signage, or other such small scale initiatives.
 
Applications must have a water quality or water awareness focus.
 
Please do not use this application form to apply for events to be hosted during
Heritage Week (August 15th to 23rd 2026). A separate application process for Heritage
Week grants will be advertised at a later date and well in advance of Heritage Week 2026.

 

Find out more & Apply

Arts Council Funding Opportunity
Closing Dates: Various Dates

 
Arts organisations & creatives are encouraged to explore the range of funding
opportunities available through the Arts Council.
 
Applications are now open for Strategic Funding, which supports key arts organisations to
strengthen their sustainability and capacity to deliver high-quality arts experiences,
services, events and activities for audiences across Ireland.
 
Strategic Funding is open to formally constituted organisations (CLGs and DACs) that
meet the eligibility criteria, including having previously received Arts Council funding.

 

Find out more & Apply

Discover EU Funding Opportunities with Access Europe
 
Access Europe provides a valuable resource for organisations, communities and
individuals interested in exploring EU funding opportunities.
 
The Access Europe website brings together information on a wide range of EU funding
schemes, helping users discover available programmes, understand eligibility
requirements and find opportunities that can support their projects and ambitions.
 
From arts and culture to community development, research, inclusion and beyond,
Access Europe offers guidance and information to help people navigate the many funding
opportunities available.

 

Visit our website

Wicklow PPN Funding & Events Calendar
 

Remember to check out the Funding Calendar on our Website for details of funding
opportunities.
 
You'll also find some support resources on making funding applications on our Website.
 
Best of luck with your funding applications!

 

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
 

We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.
 

Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.
 

Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject
'Unsubscribe'.

 
 

 
County Wicklow Public Participation Network

C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
 

T: Alice - 086 837 4227
T: Helen - 087 189 5145

T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
 

E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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