
 
 

Let your Voice be Heard &
Make a Real Difference!

 
 
 

News Update: Friday 3rd July 2026
Hi everyone 
 
Since our last newsletter, we at Wicklow PPN have been delighted to get out and about
across the county and beyond, reconnecting with members and partners and taking part
in a range of valuable events.
 
We recently attended the Wicklow Men’s Shed networking event in Avoca, where it was a
real pleasure to put faces to names and meet so many engaged community members.
 
We also took part in the Wicklow Social Inclusion Network Group meeting in Blessington
Library (minutes from these meetings are available on our Website), as well as the launch
of the Queer Art Exhibition hosted by Wicklow Pride in the Blessington Tourist Office.
These events continue to highlight the creativity, inclusion, and strong community spirit
that exists across the county.
 
Unfortunately, this year Wicklow PPN is unable to join the Wicklow Pride Parade.
However, we would like to extend our very best wishes to everyone taking part on
Saturday in the Parade, and later at Pride at the Castle all of which promises to be a
fantastic day of celebration and visibility.
 
On the national stage, a delegation from Wicklow PPN attended the Central Bank of
Ireland Customer Experience Workshop in Dublin on Wednesday.  At the workshop, we
raised a range of issues and challenges that our members had highlighted at our recent
Plenary meeting. 
 
We also look forward to another important opportunity on the 16th July, when we will meet
with the Deputy Governor of the Central Bank in Wicklow for a more locally focused
discussion.
 
We would like to let members know that the Local Community Safety Partnership (LCSP)
has invited Wicklow PPN to identify 10 representatives from community groups across the
county to take part in training on a Property Marking Device. This initiative aims to
improve security in our communities and can also be used by groups as a way to offer
permanent property marking services locally, providing a potential means of raising much-
needed funds for community activities. Full details are available in the PPN News section
below.
 
We also currently have a call out for Representative nominations for a number of
committees and working groups. We encourage all members to take a look at the
vacancies and role descriptions and consider putting your name forward. Your experience
and perspective can make a real difference.  See our PPN News section below for more
on this.
 
Please note that over July and August we will only be issuing our newsletter on a monthly
basis. In the meantime, we encourage everyone to keep up to date with news and
opportunities via our Facebook and Instagram pages, as well as our website.
 
Finally, we would like to congratulate all the community groups across the county who
have successfully received funding under the Local Enhancement Programme. We also
extend our sincere thanks to the team in Wicklow County Council for their ongoing work in
supporting and promoting community groups in preparing and submitting applications.

To catch up on all the news
scroll through our news

update sections:
 

PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 
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PPN News

Mens Sheds Wicklow Network Event
Tuesday 30th June 

 
Wicklow PPN had the great pleasure of attending the Wicklow network of men's sheds in the beautiful village of Avoca on
the 30th June.
 
There are 22 Men's Sheds groups in County Wicklow, all doing amazing work in supporting each other and providing many
benefits to their community.
 
Their big message was that Men's Sheds are for everyone not just crafts men. They provide a diverse range of activities
for members to craft, garden, learn a new skill (eg IT skills), exercise, play music, go on outings, as well as many
opportunities to socialise, usually over tea and food.

Find out more about Mens Sheds

 

Central Bank of Ireland Customer Experience Workshop 
Wednesday 1st July

 
Wicklow PPN was delighted to participate at the Central Bank of Ireland's Customer Experience Workshop in their offices
on Wednesday last (1st July) along with other representatives of community organisations, and financial institutions.
 
It was a great opportunity for us to meet representatives from for example Revolut, Bank of Ireland, 123.ie, Future Plan
Ireland and Central Bank Representatives to raise all the issues and challenges that our members highlighted at our
Plenary meeting and to hear these experiences echoed around the room.
 
Our Reps came away from the meeting feeling heard and hopeful that the issues that raised will be considered carefully
and plans put in place to address some if not all of them.

What we Heard on Banking & Financial Matters at our Plenary

 

There is still time to Contribute to our Discussion & Submission on Banking & Financial Matters for
Community Groups

 
If you were unable to attend our recent Members' Gathering, where we discussed Banking & Financial matters, there are
still opportunities to have your voice heard on these topics in the following ways:

Email your Group's issues and suggestions in relation to our Discussion Questions to us at info@wicklowppn.ie by
9am on Monday next 6th July.
Complete the Social Justice Ireland Survey 
Email us asap to register your expression of interest in attending our meeting with the Central Bank in Wicklow Town
on Thursday 16th July.  This discussion offers Wicklow PPN members a unique opportunity to meet directly with  a
senior Central Bank of Ireland decision-maker and share experiences of financial services in your communities. 
Please note places are limited.

 

Find out More

Call for Nominations for Vacant PPN Representative Seats
Closing Date for Nominations: Monday 13th July at 9am

Wicklow PPN currently has a number of vacant Representative seats that we would
encourage people to consider putting their names forward for. All member groups will have
received an email on Thursday (25th June) with details of the Rep positions.

If you or a member of your group is interested in any of the positions listed below, please
do contact us via email or phone. Even if your group’s PPN pillar is not the same as the
pillar for the seat or if your groups membership status is Associate rather than Full, we
would be delighted to hear from you.
 
Vacant Seats are as follows:

Wicklow Local Community Development Committee (Community & Vol Pillar Seat)
Economic Dev & Enterprise SPC (Social Inclusion Pillar Seat)
Local Community Safety Partnership (Baltinglass MD Seat)
County Wicklow Volunteer Centre
Sustainable Mobility (T/a Local Link Carlow, Kilkenny & Wicklow)

Click on the button opposite to find out more about being a PPN Rep, the specific seats
currently vacant and to access nomination forms.

 

More about Property

Marking

More about Wicklow LCSP

Call for Expressions of Interest - Property Marking Training
Please reply to Wicklow PPN by 9am on Friday 10th July

 
Wicklow PPN is seeking 10 nominations from member community groups (one
representative per group) to take part in the Property Marking Training that  Wicklow Local
Community Safety Partnership (LCSP) is organising.
 
Ideally, we would like to have two representatives from each Municipal District, where
possible.
 
The training is being provided in advance of Wicklow Local Community Safety Partnership
taking delivery of its new Property Marking Machine. Once trained, participants will be
expected to support community property marking initiatives in their local areas. The
machine may also provide an opportunity for community groups to undertake property
marking events as a future fundraising initiative by charging a small fee for the service.
 
Training Details
Date: Saturday, 18 July
Session 1: 10.00am – 1.00pm
Session 2: 2.00pm – 5.00pm
(Lunch will be provided.)
 
Venue
Glen of Imaal Mountain Rescue Centre
Kilafin, Trooperstown, Laragh, Co. Wicklow
 
Please note: Training places are limited. As those trained will be expected to support future
community initiatives, nominations should only be submitted for representatives who are
willing to participate in ongoing property marking events.

 

Access our Article

Your Council Day 2026
June 24th

 
The theme for this year’s Your Council Day was Supporting Communities Every Day. To
mark the occasion, we're shining a light on the work taking place throughout Wicklow made
possible by the ongoing collaboration between Wicklow County Council and Wicklow PPN.
 
And we are highlighting 6 Things You Might Not Know About Wicklow County Council &
Wicklow PPN 

 

Wicklow PPN @ Tinahely Agricultural Show
August Bank Holiday Monday (3rd August)

 
Be sure to pop by our information stand in the Best of Wicklow Tent.

 
Meet members of the team, learn more about the work of Wicklow PPN, check that your

group's registration details are up to date, and pick up some of our eco-friendly
merchandise.

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our Funding  & Events Calendar, Funding Resource, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th July 2026.  Minutes
from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our 10th Anniversary Messages, Sustainable Development Goals Animation, our
series of Wellbeing videos (Super Charge Your Self-care) and more.

 

Local News

Access the Full List  

scroll to the end of the list
for Wicklow Groups

Funding for Co Wicklow .... 
 
Congratulations to the over 200 Community Groups in Wicklow who secured funding under
the Local Enhancement Programme 2026
 
Co. Wicklow has been allocated a total of €199,043.66 under the Local Enhancement
Programme Fund, supporting a wide range of community groups and local initiatives across
the county.
 
This significant investment reflects the continued strength and vibrancy of community life in
Wicklow, enabling groups to enhance facilities, support inclusion, and deliver valuable
services at a local level.
 
Congratulations to all successful grant recipients, whose work plays a vital role in
strengthening communities throughout the county.
 
Appreciation is also extended to the staff of Wicklow County Council for their administration
of the programme and their ongoing support for local development and community
wellbeing.

 

Report from West Wicklow Environmental Network's
Invasive Species Event

 
Not only do invasive species cost the economy of Ireland €260 million per annum but they have ‘a major impact on
biodiversity’ and are one of main causes of biodiversity loss worldwide, posing ‘a significant threat to our native
wildlife, and the functioning of our eco systems.’

Responding to this threat, West Wicklow Environmental Network hosted ‘Invasive Species in Ireland - Biodiversity threats,
challenges and actions.’
 
On a boiling hot June evening in Valleymount, Co Wicklow over 30 people attended the WWEN event to learn about
invasive species and what can be done about them. Patrick Hunt, WWEN committee member and horticulturalist
introduced the topic. He told the audience many of us are unaware of what is invasive. Common plants such as Cherry
Laurel, beloved for hedging across the land, pretty Lady’s Mantle and Montbretia are all invasive. ‘I’m dealing with them in
my own garden,’ Patrick said, and sadly ‘in Ireland, there are now more non-native plants than native.’ But not only are we
seeing invasives in our gardens, they are a common site in our towns and villages.
 
Guest Speakers included:

Paddy Donovan of Donavan Forestry Services
Eoghan Connaughton of the Gaelic Woodland Trust
Lorna Kelly, Coordinator for Wicklow Uplands Council

Access the Full Report from the Event

 

 Discover the Secret Life Behind the Beach
Brittas Bay, North Car Park

 
Join these free guided walk through the beautiful dunes at Brittas Bay and discover the
plants, wildlife and hidden habitats that make this Special Area of Conservation so unique.
Learn how the dunes protect our coastline, meet the remarkable Marram Grass that builds
them, and find out how we can all help protect this special place.
 
Walks are suitable for all ages and last approximately 20 to 30 minutes.
 
Dates:
9th July - 7pm
15th July - 11am
24th July - 7pm
31st July - 7pm
7th August - 11am
12th August - 7pm

 

Wicklow Mountains National Park Summer Lectures 2026
 
9th July: Twite by Dr. Fionn Ó Marcaigh
16th July: Film Night: Catchments by Anne Cleary, School of Looking
23rd July: Bog Restoration by Dr. Shane Regan
30th July: WMNP’s Woodland Strategy, a 100 year vision by Paddy Purser
6th August: Grasslands by Dr. Maria Long
13th August: Spongeworks by Jim Callery
20th August: Ecosystem Services in a New Native Woodland by Kate Harrington, TCD
 
Location: Glenn of Imaal Mountain Rescue Base, Laragh, Co. Wicklow A98VY72
Time: 7:30 pm, every Thursday from 2nd July to 20th August, at 7:30pm.

 

  Free Mental Health Skills Workshop for Young Men
 

A free two-day Taking Action - Practical Mental Health Skills workshop will take place at
Arklow Library for young men aged 18–30 years.
 
The workshop will provide practical skills to help participants manage stress, build
confidence, develop healthy coping strategies, improve communication, and learn how to
support themselves and others. Attendance at both sessions is required.
 
Workshop dates:
Session 1: Saturday 11th July 10.00am - 4.00pm
Session 2: Saturday 18th July 10.00am - 4.00pm
 
Places can be booked by contacting Taking Action on 086 101 1253.
 
The workshop is supported by Wicklow County Council and offers an opportunity for young
men to develop practical skills to support their mental health and wellbeing.

 

Find out More 

Email:
info@archesrecovery.ie or

Call: 087 342 9922

ARCHES Recovery College Courses & Wellbeing Events
 

ARCHES Recovery College is offering a range of courses and social events designed to
support mental health, wellbeing, and community connection.
 
New courses include the AROSE Programme, a seven-session wellbeing and recovery
course for people aged 50+ focusing on positive ageing, mental wellbeing and future
planning, and Decider Skills, which provides practical tools to support emotional wellbeing,
communication and problem-solving.
 
The WRAP Café returns on the first Tuesday of each month (excluding August) at ARCHES
Recovery College, Clonskeagh, offering a welcoming space for anyone interested in
wellness recovery planning and peer connection.
 
Upcoming programmes also include Challenging Stigma, Reclaiming Identity, WRAP,
Recovery in Colour 2, Boost Your Resilience Through Strengths, and The Mindfulness
Based Wellbeing Programme, alongside community events such as the Harmonies of Hope
Choir Sessions and the Creative Café.
 
Courses are delivered in person and online across multiple locations including Clonskeagh,
Bray, Blackrock, Sandyford, Newtownpark and Killadreenan.

 

Find out More about Purple

House

Purple House Cancer Support Opens New Nutritional Kitchen
 
Purple House has officially opened its new Nutritional Kitchen, providing a dedicated space
to support people living with and beyond cancer.
 
The kitchen was officially opened by An Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council, Caroline
Winstanley.
 
The facility has been developed to address the nutritional challenges that can arise during
and after cancer treatment. It will host practical nutrition workshops, cooking
demonstrations and educational sessions, providing participants with evidence-based
information and guidance from Purple House's Registered Dietitian to support informed
food choices throughout the cancer journey.
 
The Nutritional Kitchen is also equipped with integrated telehealth technology, enabling
many programmes to be delivered remotely. This will allow people who are unable to attend
in person to access workshops and nutrition education from home.
 
The project reflects Purple House's continued commitment to providing holistic support
services that address the physical, emotional and practical needs of people affected by
cancer.
 
The Nutritional Kitchen was funded by the Department of Rural and Community
Development through the Community Recognition Fund 2024. Purple House acknowledges
the support of the Department and everyone involved in bringing the project to completion.

 

Some More Local Events on around the County

 

Local Community Events and Festivals This Summer
 

Summer is a busy time for community events and festivals across County Wicklow, bringing people together to celebrate
local culture, build community connections and enjoy all that the county has to offer.
 
Wicklow PPN would like to thank the many volunteers whose dedication and hard work make these events possible.
If your group is organising a community event this summer, please let us know. We are happy to help promote member
events through our social media channels and future newsletters, helping to showcase the great work taking place in
communities across Wicklow.

previously listed ...

Find out more & Register

FREE Youth Advocacy Through Arts Event
in Rathnew Community Centre

on Saturday 18th July anytime between 11am and 4pm.
 
 
Young people are invited to take part in this Art of Caring - Youth Advocacy Event led by
youth, for youth, and with youth, this fun and engaging day will explore advocacy through
creativity and the arts. A free lunch will be provided at 1.30pm.
 
Free bus transport is available for groups of 12+ within a 200km radius – making it an ideal
youth club day out!
 
For bus enquiries, email: ycconf26@gmail.com

 

Connect With - In Sync’s new online support platform
 
In Sync Youth & Family Services provide a wide range of youth and family services across
Kildare and West Wicklow.
 
Connect With is In Sync’s new online support platform. It’s a free virtual space for young
people aged 11 to 21 in Kildare & West Wicklow. The online platform offers video and text-
based one to one support with one of their team, that you can access through a computer,
phone or tablet.

Access the Website

 

Register

Living & Learning Course - Register Your Interest
 

Kildare and Wicklow ETB, in partnership with MABS, Citizens Information and Adult
Literacy for Life, is inviting expressions of interest for its Living & Learning Course, a free 7-
week programme running from September to November 2026.
 
Designed to support wellbeing in a friendly and supportive environment, the course will
cover topics including building confidence, budgeting and knowing your rights, emotional
wellbeing and healthy eating, connecting with others and staying active, and volunteering
and community involvement.
 
The programme offers participants an opportunity to develop practical skills, improve
wellbeing and strengthen connections within their local community.

 

Contact your local Citizens
Information Centre:

 
Bray CIC:  0818 07 6780
Email Bray CIC at
bray@citinfo.ie
Arklow CIC: 0818 07 6750
Email Arklow CIC at
arklow@citinfo.ie
 

You can also get
information and advice

from:
The Citizens Information
Phone Service: Call 0818
07 4000, Monday to Friday,
9am – 8pm

Access CIC Website

Information and Supports from Citizens Information
 

Did you know that your local Citizens Information Centre provides free, confidential and
independent information and advice on a wide range of topics affecting individuals, families,
community groups and volunteers?
 
Whether you are looking for information on education and training opportunities, social
welfare supports, consumer rights, employment, housing, travel, or environmental issues,
Citizens Information can help you understand your rights and entitlements and access the
supports available to you.
 
Citizens Information has provided us with updates on a number of seasonal topics that may
be of interest to our members, including the Back to School Clothing and Footwear
Allowance, package holiday rights, Springboard+ education and training opportunities, and
changes to littering fines.
 
For further information on any of these topics, or to discuss your own situation, you can
contact your local Citizens Information Centre in Bray or Arklow, visit their website, or call
the Citizens Information Phone Service.
 
Their experienced team is available to provide free and impartial information, advice and
advocacy on a broad range of issues affecting people and communities across County
Wicklow.

Updates from Citizens Information

 

National News

Community Gardens

Ireland

National Biodiversity Data

Centre

New Pollinator Guide for Community Gardens Launched
 
Community Gardens Ireland launched its new Pollinator Guide for Community Gardens,
developed in partnership with the National Biodiversity Data Centre and launched at
Greystones & Kilcoole Community Garden, Co. Wicklow.
 
The project began three years ago following discussions on pesticide use in community
gardens and allotments. Since then, both organisations have worked closely together, with
valuable input from Community Gardens Ireland committee members, to produce a
practical guide promoting pollinator-friendly gardening.
 
The guide outlines best practice for community gardens, including eliminating pesticide
use, creating habitats for wildlife, and providing features such as ponds, bird boxes and bat
boxes to support biodiversity.
 
It is hoped that the guide will inspire more pollinator-friendly community gardens across the
island of Ireland and help protect native species for future generations.
 
Access the Guide and much more via either button opposite.

 

Invasive Species Week
 Every Community Can Make a Difference

 
Although Invasive Species Week has now come to an end, the message remains just as important. Invasive non-native
plants and animals can have a significant impact on our biodiversity, waterways, agriculture and local environment, but by
working together we can all help prevent their spread.
 
We encourage all community groups to play their part by learning to identify invasive species in your local area, following
good biosecurity practices when organising clean-ups or environmental projects, and reporting any sightings of concern.
Even small actions can make a big difference in protecting County Wicklow's natural habitats for future generations.
 
To learn more about invasive species, how to identify them, and how your group can get involved, visit the Invasives.ie
website: Invasives.ie.

 

Find out more & Register

 ECO-Sustainability Award Programme
 
The ECO-UNESCO ECO-Sustainability Award Programme supports community groups
and organisations to embed sustainability into their everyday activities.
 
Through a practical framework, the programme helps organisations promote sustainable
development while working towards recognised sustainability awards. As part of the
programme, information sessions are available to help organisations explore how the
framework can support their sustainability journey and connect with a growing network
committed to positive environmental action.
 
Please note there is a small cost (€50) for groups to get involved.

 

Sharing IEN's July Newsletter
 

Click HERE to access their Connecting Nationwide July Newsletter.  Which includes the
Report from the WWEN Invasive Species Event and much more.
 

previously listed ...

Register

SEAI Smart Energy Webinar
on Thursday 16th July from 1.15 - 1.45pm

 
This webinar will explore how smart energy technologies can help households and
communities better manage their energy use, reduce costs and support the transition to a
low carbon future. It will cover practical examples of smart meters and demand response,
along with insights on how these solutions can improve efficiency and give consumers
greater control over their energy.
 

 

Access Website

Ireland’s Presidency of the EU Council 2026 - Official Website Now Live
 
The official website for Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union is now
available, providing key updates, information and insights ahead of Ireland’s six-month term
at the heart of EU decision-making in 2026.
 
From July to December 2026, Ireland will play a central role in chairing meetings, shaping
discussions, and helping to guide EU policy on behalf of all Member States.

 

Find out more 

Foundation Programme in Sexual Health Promotion
 
Applications are now open for the Foundation Programme in Sexual Health Promotion
(FPSHP), a free 6-day training programme for professionals working across health,
community, education and youth sectors.
 
The programme aims to support participants in building the skills, knowledge and
confidence to integrate sexual health promotion into their work.
 
The training will take place in Kildare Town over the months of September, October and
November 2026. Places are limited and early application is encouraged
 

 

Consultations 

Library Development Plan for County Wicklow from 2026 - 2030

 

Find out More &

Have your Say

Climate Action Plan
Closing Date: Monday 17th August

 
The Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment has launched a public
consultation on the next update to Ireland's Climate Action Plan.
 
The consultation invites members of the public, community groups, businesses and other
stakeholders to share their views on the climate priorities, policies and actions that should
be included in the updated plan.
 
Feedback received will help inform the next Climate Action Plan, which will focus on
accelerating progress towards Ireland's climate targets while supporting a climate-resilient
and biodiversity-rich future.
 
 

 

Have your Say

Insurance Survey for Charities & Community Groups
 

Is Your Organisation Feeling the Impact of Rising Insurance Costs?
 
Community and voluntary organisations are encouraged to take part in the Alliance for
Insurance Reform's annual insurance survey.
 
With rising insurance premiums continuing to place pressure on charities and community
groups, the survey provides vital evidence to help inform government, policymakers and
the media about the challenges organisations are facing.
 
It takes less than a minute to complete, requires no specific financial information, and helps
strengthen the case for further action to reduce insurance costs across the sector.
 

 

Have your Say

Childminding Ireland National Survey for Parents
 
Childminding Ireland has launched a National Survey for parents who currently use a
childminder. The findings will provide important evidence to inform discussions with
Government and policymakers on the introduction of mandatory childminding regulations
due in September 2027.
 
The survey takes approximately six minutes to complete, is completely anonymous, and is
open to parents currently using a childminder. As decisions are being made about the
future of childminding in Ireland, it is essential that parents’ experiences and perspectives
are included.
 

previously listed ...

Have your Say

Local Community Safety Public Consultations
 

Help shape the future of community safety in Wicklow
 

Wicklow Local Community Safety Partnership is inviting all adults to take part in their
Community Safety Survey.
 
Your views will play a key role in developing our Community Safety Plan, helping make
Wicklow a safer place for everyone.
 
The Survey is; quick and easy to complete and its confidential.

 

Biodiversity Ireland
Citizen Science - Get Involved

Get Involved Get Involved

 

Get Involved

 

Get Involved

 

Find out more & Have

your Say

Research in Ireland Barometer 2026
 

Community groups, voluntary organisations and local stakeholders are being encouraged
to support the Research in Ireland Barometer 2026, a national initiative exploring how
people across Ireland experience and relate to research in their everyday lives.
 
Open to anyone aged 16+ living in Ireland, the survey aims to ensure research policy and
funding better reflect people’s lived experiences, priorities and needs. Particular emphasis
is being placed on hearing from voices that are not usually represented in conversations
about research.
 
The survey will remain open for three months, with findings helping to shape community
focus groups taking place nationwide over the summer and informing how research
engages with society in the future.

 

Have your Say

LGBTQ+ Young People and Families National Survey
 

LGBTQ+ young people under the age of 18, along with parents and guardians of LGBTQ+
young people, are being invited to take part in an important national survey as part of the
CLEAR: Children’s LGBTQ+ Equality and Rights research project. The research is
commissioned by the Ombudsman for Children’s Office, carried out by University College
Cork, and supported by Belong To Youth Services.
 
For the first time, the study will examine how the rights of LGBTQ+ young people are being
upheld under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) by
consulting directly with young people themselves.
 
The survey is quick to complete, consisting of three main questions along with some profile
information. Feedback gathered will help provide a better understanding of the real-life
experiences of growing up LGBTQ+ in Ireland today and will help inform future policy and
supports.
 
Participants are encouraged to click the link to take part in the survey and ensure their
voices are heard.

 

Have your Say

Barriers to Accessing Bank Accounts for Small Community Groups
Closing Date: Saturday 31st October

 
Social Justice Ireland is an independent think tank and justice advocacy organisation that
advances the lives of people and communities through providing independent social
analysis and effective policy development to create a sustainable future for every member
of society and for society as a whole.
 
They are conducting a short survey to better understand how Community Groups access
basic financial services, and where gaps may exist. As Community Groups need a
dedicated bank account in order to receive grants and funding, by sharing your perspective,
you’ll contribute to research that aims to improve access to basic financial products for
community groups. The survey is quick, anonymous, and open to everyone.

 

Consultation Hub

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
Let your Voice be Heard on local Plans and Schemes

 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow you to
submit observations on them.
 
Open Consultations - Let your Voice be Heard
 
Non - Statutory Public Consultation, Kilmacanogue - Section 38 Road Traffic Act 1994.
Closing Date: 5pm, 8th July 2026
 
Convent Road Active Travel Scheme - Part 8 – Recommenced. Closing Date: 30th July
2026.
 
Identification of Bathing Waters 2026, closing date 25th September 2026

 

Consultation Portal

 
Government of Ireland Public Consultations

 
There are a number of public consultations currently open that provide an important
opportunity for individuals and groups to Have your Say & Let your Voice be Heard

 

Funding Opportunities

Find out more & Apply

Please Note: You must
contact your local

Community Water Officer
before making an

application

LAWPRO Water Heritage Day Grants
Closing Date: Monday 20th July

 
National Heritage Week runs from August 15 to August 23, 2026. Water Heritage Day
(held during National Heritage Week) takes place on Sunday, August 23, 2026. 
 
Water Heritage Day is an opportunity to explore traditions, practices, knowledge and skills
associated with our natural waters. There are many ways to celebrate this important
connection from storytelling, researching skills associated with navigation hosting an
event to demonstrate angling skills to walks which explore the unique biodiversity of our
waterways.
 
The Heritage Week Theme for 2026 is “Heritage at Risk”. This year’s theme encourages
communities and event organisers across Ireland to highlight threatened aquatic
ecosystems, endangered coastal landscapes, threatened native habitats, and fading
traditional maritime/riverine skills.
 
If you are planning a water/biodiversity related event, you are invited by the Local
Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) to submit your Heritage Week event ideas for
funding. There are lots of resources and ideas about Heritage Week events on the
Heritage Council website and you are invited to submit an application to host a Heritage
Week event.
 
Your event may also be nominated for a Water Heritage Award 2026. 

 

Find out more & Apply

ESB Energy for Generations Fund
Closing Date: Monday 24th August 

(opening for applications from the 10th August)
 
Charities working in the areas of social inclusion, access to education, access to
employment, and homelessness can apply to the fund.
 
Social Inclusion: Access to Education
The ESB Energy for Generations Fund funds services and projects working to promote
access to education and have a particular interest in projects that support the following:

Early years and primary education projects focusing on supporting transition into
education and specialist literacy and numeracy skills development initiatives.
Post-Primary level proposals supporting science, technology, engineering, and
maths (STEM).
Adult education supporting competency development and return-to-education
programmes aimed at those long-term out of work.
Inclusive education initiatives that promote sustainability.

Social Inclusion: Access to Employment 

They fund projects that focus on supporting inclusive access to employment
initiatives committing to an increasingly diverse workforce and agile culture of
inclusion and belonging in line with our Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI)
commitment. 
Projects promoting an inclusive community supporting efforts and activities aimed at
helping marginalised members of society obtain work. Thereby growing a diverse
and inclusive workforce of the future, opening doors for excluded groups in our
communities, which consistent with our DEI commitment.

Homelessness 
They also fund services and projects benefiting homeless people and those at risk of
homelessness.  The Fund welcomes projects particularly relating to sustainability as well
as projects orientated towards social inclusion namely access to education and access to
employment initiatives. 

 

Find out more

Arts Council Funding Opportunities
Funding with July Deadlines:

Artist in the Community Scheme - Bursary Award: 20th July
Project Award 2027: 23rd July

Irish Language Theatre Award: 30th July
UK-IRL Culture Connects Grant: 31st July

 
The Arts Council offers a wide range of funding opportunities throughout the year to
support artists, arts organisations, festivals, venues and community arts initiatives across
Ireland.
 
Funding is available across a variety of artforms and includes support for projects,
bursaries, commissions, festivals, touring, training and professional development.
Opportunities open at different times during the year, with application dates and eligibility
varying by scheme.
 
Individuals and organisations interested in applying are encouraged to explore the current
funding opportunities and upcoming application deadlines on the Arts Council website.

 

Find out more

UEFA Foundation for Children Funding
Closing Date: Monday 3rd August

 
The UEFA Foundation for Children has opened its annual call for projects, inviting
applications from organisations and NGOs worldwide that work to improve the lives of
children and young people.
 
Funding is available for projects that support areas such as access to sport, personal
development, disability inclusion, healthy lifestyles, gender equality, environmental
protection, employability, infrastructure and equipment, support for children affected by
conflict, and partnership development.
 
The Foundation welcomes applications from organisations across the world that share its
commitment to improving children's wellbeing through practical, impactful initiatives.

 

Find out more

Good Governance Awards
Closing Date: Thursday 10th September

 
Win training up to the value of €240 by entering the Good Governance Awards

 
Writing an annual report and financial statements can be time-consuming for any
nonprofit, but it can be especially difficult for smaller organisations. As a special
encouragement for nonprofits with an annual income of less than €100,000 (Entry
Category 1) to enter their annual report and financial statements into the Good
Governance Awards, each category 1 entrant will receive one free place on one of
Carmichael’s Scheduled Training Courses (excluding National Training Fund Courses).
Each Category 1 finalist will receive 2 additional training places. Carmichael’s training
covers topics such as Board Roles & Responsibilities, Charities Governance Code,
Introduction to Strategic Planning, Companies Act & Charities Act and Understanding &
Influencing the Oireachtas.

 

Find out more

BeActive EU Sport Awards 
Closing Date: Thursday 17th September

 
Applications are now open for the BeActive EU Sport Awards 2026, which recognise
organisations and individuals using sport and physical activity to make a positive impact in
their communities.
 
Awards are available across five categories:

Across Generations - recognising initiatives that bring people of all ages together
through sport.
Inclusion - celebrating projects that promote social inclusion, equality and diversity
through sport.
Peace - recognising initiatives that use sport to build understanding, cooperation
and peaceful communities.
Physical Activity - rewarding projects that encourage active lifestyles and improve
health and wellbeing.
Volunteering - celebrating the outstanding contribution of volunteers and volunteer-
led sports initiatives.

previously listed ...

Find out more 

SPAR and EUROSPAR Community Fund Supporting Local Sports Clubs
Closing Date: Wednesday 8th July

 
The SPAR and EUROSPAR Community Fund 2026 has been launched, offering a total of
€60,000 in funding to support local sports clubs across Ireland. Proud partners of Team
Ireland, SPAR and EUROSPAR are seeking clubs that are “hungry for success” and
making a positive impact in their communities.
 
The fund will award 30 clubs with grants of €2,000 each, supporting initiatives such as
new equipment, facility improvements, and development projects that help clubs grow and
thrive.

 

Find out more 

 Community Centres Investment Fund - Refurbishment Grant
Closing Date: Monday 13th July 

 
Ensure your group is registered on the online portal ahead of applications opening in May.
 
This capital fund of €25 million is providing funding for the improvement and
refurbishment of existing community centres in both urban and rural areas.
Funding is being made available under 2 Categories, with grants of between €10,000 and
€100,000 available:

Category 1: Small scale projects and improvements to facilities – €10,000 to
€25,000
Category 2: Larger scale projects – €25,001 to €100,000

The Portal for online application will open on May 29th, 2026, at My Pobal Portal and will
remain open until the 13th July.
 
Potential applicants are encouraged to register on the application portal in advance of this
date.

 

Find out more & Nominate

Full Circle Awards 
Closing Date: Friday 24th July

 
Do you know a circular champion? Someone who repairs, reuses or refurbishes items
instead throwing them away?
 
The Full Circle Awards is celebrating everyday people across Ireland who are helping to
create positive change through circular living.
 
Across six categories, they are inviting people around the country to nominate their local
circular champions:

Repair and Reuse Champion
Community Circular Champion
Creative Circular Design
Circular Living Advocate
Best Community Campaign
Circular Sports Champion

Each category winner will receive a €2,000 prize to support and recognise their circular
work.

 

Find out more & Apply

What Works in the Community Fund
Closing Date: Friday 31st July at 5pm

 
The 2026 What Works In Communities Fund seeks to empower communities by
supporting C&V organisations that deliver prevention and early intervention initiatives for
children and young people, including those with disabilities, those that are marginalised,
and those at risk of social exclusion.
 
The Fund specifically aims to support not-for-profit, non-statutory organisations based in
the Ireland that are community-led and providing services, supports or advocacy for
community benefit. They must operate outside of formal state-run systems such as
education or health service delivery.
 
Projects must apply one of the following approaches:

Piloting and testing innovative prevention and early intervention approaches.
Scaling up existing prevention and early intervention approaches where there is an
opportunity to better understand how and in what contexts these approaches
are effective.
Evaluating an existing prevention and early intervention project so it can contribute
to the national evidence base and potentially be upscaled and/or
replicated elsewhere.

 

Find out more

Building Blocks Extension Grant Scheme
Closing Date: Friday 31st July

 
Early learning and childcare providers are encouraged to explore the Building Blocks
Extension Scheme Phase 2, supporting services to expand existing premises and create
additional full-time places for children aged 1–3 years (pre-ECCE).
 
Community providers can apply for grants from €100,000 to €530,000
Private providers can apply for grants from €50,000 to €265,000
 
Eligible Core Funding Partner Services must commit to expanded capacity, full-time
provision, and opening for a minimum of 46 weeks per year, 5 days per week, and 8
hours per day.
 
Application forms and supporting documentation will be available soon, interested
providers are encouraged to prepare early.

 

Find out more & Nominate

AIB Community Fund
Nominate Now

 
The AIB Community €1 Million Fund enables customers, the public and employees to
support local charities that matter most to them, within their region. 
 
AIB will once again allocate €700,000 to charities chosen by its customers and the
community, while €300,000 will be donated to charities chosen by employees.
 
As they celebrate 60 years of AIB in 2026, they will be marking this milestone by
strengthening that commitment and adding an extra once-off €60,000 to the AIB
Community €1 Million Fund. This will provide an additional €10,000 per region, enabling
them to support even more local projects and initiatives in our communities.

 

Find out more & Apply

Huawei Solar Sports Scheme
Closing Date: Friday 31st August

 
Sports clubs and organisations across Ireland are being encouraged to apply for the
Huawei Solar Sports Scheme, which will award five grants of €10,000 each to support
grassroots sport and community development. The scheme aims to invest in projects that
strengthen local clubs, promote participation and deliver long-term benefits for
communities.
 
Funding can support sporting activities, facilities, equipment, development programmes
and other sport-related initiatives. 

 

Find out more

Leinster GAA Club Grant
Closing Date: Friday 4th September 

 
Clubs across Leinster are encouraged to apply for the Leinster GAA Club Grant,
supporting a range of key infrastructure projects including pitch development, LED
floodlights, dressing rooms, disability access facilities, gym structures and more.
 
Funding is available for eligible projects with minimum expenditure requirements, with
grants covering up to 5% of net project costs (excluding land purchase conditions).
 
Clubs are reminded that trustee/property transfer requirements must be in progress or
completed, with proof required as part of the process.

 

Find out more

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
Measure 1 & Project Development applications close 25th September

Measure 2 & 3 applications close 15th December
 
Local authorities, local development companies, community groups and stakeholders
involved in outdoor recreation are being encouraged to explore the newly launched 2026–
2027 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS).
 
The scheme will provide €20 million to support the development, upgrade, maintenance,
and promotion of outdoor recreation infrastructure in rural areas, with targeted supports
for Gaeltacht and island communities.
 
Funding is available for projects ranging from small-scale repairs and promotion to large
strategic trail and amenity developments. Groups with project ideas are encouraged to
engage with their local authority or local development company.

 

Find out more & Apply

LAWPRO Small Grants and Events Scheme
Closing Date: Friday 18th December

 
This grants scheme is for community groups to apply for small scale initiatives and events
outside of LAWPRO’s targeted open calls. It covers events such as World Wetland Day,
Biodiversity Week, Science Week, etc. It may also be used for small awareness raising
initiatives such as surveys and plans, citizen science, hosting a meeting, workshops, litter
pick, publications, biodiversity signage, or other such small scale initiatives.
 
Applications must have a water quality or water awareness focus.
 
Please do not use this application form to apply for events to be hosted during
Heritage Week (August 15th to 23rd 2026). A separate application process for Heritage
Week grants will be advertised at a later date and well in advance of Heritage Week 2026.

 

Local Environment Action Fund
More Details to Follow

 
A new funding opportunity for local groups is coming soon
 
The Local Environment Action Fund 2026 will be opening shortly, offering support to
community initiatives across Wicklow.
 
This fund is the result of a partnership between County and City Management Association
(CCMA) and IPB Insurance.
 
The fund aims to empower Tidy Towns and other voluntary community groups to take
meaningful action to enhance their local environment through impactful community-driven
projects, collaborating with community stakeholder.
 
Groups are encouraged to start thinking about potential projects and to keep an eye on
Wicklow County Council social media channels, as well as our own, for full details on
eligibility, application information, and the closing date.
 
Don’t miss this chance to support and grow your local community.

 

Visit our website

Wicklow PPN Funding & Events Calendar
 

Remember to check out our calendar for details of funding opportunities on our website.
 
You can also access some support resources on making funding applications.
 
Best of luck with your funding applications!

 

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
 

We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.
 

Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.
 

Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject
'Unsubscribe'.

 
 

 
County Wicklow Public Participation Network

C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
 

T: Alice - 086 837 4227
T: Helen - 087 189 5145

T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
 

E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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