
 
 

Let your Voice be Heard &
Make a Real Difference!

 
 
 

News Update: Friday 5th June 2026
Hi everyone 
 
We are delighted to invite all members and community stakeholders to our Mid-Year
Members’ Gathering (Plenary).  This event will provide a valuable opportunity to come
together, reconnect, and strengthen the collective voice of communities across the county.
 
This year’s gathering, Community Voices on Banking, focuses on one of the most
important issues facing community groups today: access to banking and financial
services.
 
This conversation comes at an important national time, with growing attention on access
to cash and banking services and the role of the Central Bank in addressing these issues.
A representative from the Central Bank will attend our gathering, and Wicklow PPN will
also meet with the Deputy Governor of the Central Bank in July. This provides a valuable
opportunity for local experiences to inform national discussions, including how people can
raise concerns if they are experiencing difficulties accessing cash in their area.
 
This event is an opportunity for your voice, and the voices of your group and community,
to be heard. Through facilitated discussion and shared experiences, we will explore the
barriers community groups face in relation to banking and financial systems. What we
hear on the day will be shared directly with the Central Bank and with Social Justice
Ireland as part of their ongoing work on barriers to banking for community organisations.
Your experience matters, and your contribution can help shape future change.
 
Alongside these important conversations, the gathering is also a chance to catch up with
familiar faces, build new relationships, and strengthen connections across our network of
community groups.
 
Set in the beautiful surroundings of the Arklow Arts Centre, attendees will also have the
opportunity to enjoy wonderful local art, crafts, and creative work on display throughout
the centre, showcasing the talent and creativity within our communities.
 
We encourage everyone to register, come along, take part in the conversation, and help
ensure our voices are stronger together.
 
For more on the event and the discussion questions on Banking & Financial matters see
the PPN News Section of this Newsletter.
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Mid-Year Plenary 2025
(Newtownmountkennedy)

 

Mid-Year Plenary 2024
(Bray)

PPN News

Reserve Your Space
 

Wicklow PPN Mid-Year Members' Gathering (Plenary)
On Saturday 13th June 

in the beautiful new Arklow Arts Centre
 
In addition to the usual PPN updates and reports this gathering will provide an opportunity for community groups, and PPN
stakeholders to come together to explore the banking and financial challenges affecting organisations and the
communities they support. Importantly, what we hear on the day will be shared with the Central Bank of Ireland and with
Social Justice Ireland's National Consultation.
 
We are sharing the discussion questions which will help shape the conversation on banking and financial matters in
advance of the event. We strongly urge individuals, community groups, and organisations to engage and attend, ensuring
that your voice and the voice of your community is heard in this important discussion.
 
Discussion Topics & Questions

Opening a Community Group Bank Account: What challenges has your group experienced when trying to open a
bank account, and what support or changes would make this process easier?
Access to Everyday Banking Facilities: How well do current banking services meet the day-to-day needs of your
organisation and the community you serve?
Ongoing Banking Issues Affecting Community Groups: What ongoing banking issues create barriers for your
group’s work or sustainability?
Credit: What challenges do community groups encounter when seeking access to credit, loans, or mortgages, and
how do these challenges affect their ability to deliver services and develop community assets?
Impact on Communities: How do banking barriers affect the communities and people your organisation supports?
Speaking Up and Influencing Change – Solutions & Suggestions: What actions should banks, regulators, and
policymakers take to improve banking access and support for community organisations?

Click HERE to access the Agenda for the Gathering.
 
Click HERE to reserve your space.

 

Action Needed Now: Re-Register Your Group with Wicklow PPN
Don’t miss out - make sure your group stays registered and represented.

 
If your group hasn’t re-registered yet, please do so now.
 
Re-registration emails have been sent to the primary contacts of all member groups, please check your inbox (and spam
folder just in case). The process is quick, takes just a couple of minutes, and your group could even win!
 
If you have any difficulties or questions in relation to the re-registration of your group please email us at
info@countywicklowppn.ie or call Grainne on 086 048 7434.

 

Access Presentation &

Notes

Wicklow PPN Secretariat & Reps Meeting with the WCC Climate Action
Team

 
Wicklow PPN Secretariat and representatives recently met with Wicklow County Council’s
Climate Action Team to hear updates on progress across biodiversity and climate initiatives
since their introductory meeting in 2024.
 
Discussions highlighted the implementation of the County Biodiversity Action Plan, ongoing
community-led biodiversity projects, climate action funding opportunities, and progress
under the Climate Action Plan 2024 - 2029. While significant achievements were
acknowledged including support for community projects, biodiversity restoration initiatives,
and funding for grassroots climate action the team also highlighted ongoing challenges
around staffing and resources. Wicklow PPN thanked the Climate Action Team for their
continued engagement with communities and wished Climate Change Coordinator Mark
Costello well in his new role.

 

More about Committees &

Reps

New Wicklow PPN Representatives

Following our recent calls for nominations for PPN Representative positions we are
delighted to welcome the following as PPN Representatives:

Wicklow Local Sports Partnership: Michael Conlon - nominated by Wicklow & District
Football League
Wicklow County Council Housing SPC: Tammy Byrne - nominated by Arklow
Community Excellence Group
Wicklow County Council Community & Social Development SPC: Paula Fagan -
nominated by Arklow CoastCare
Wicklow Children & Young People Services Committee: Yvonne Murray - nominated
by Bray Family Resource & Development Project
Wicklow Heritage Forum: Ann Halpin - nominated by Hollywood Forum
Wicklow PPN Secretariat Greystones MD Seat: Aileen Lennon - nominated by
Delgany Tidy Towns

We look forward to working with the team of volunteer PPN Reps in representing the voice
of our membership on local policy and decision making committees and boards.

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our Funding  & Events Calendar, Funding Resource, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th July 2026.  Minutes
from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our 10th Anniversary Messages, Sustainable Development Goals Animation, our
series of Wellbeing videos (Super Charge Your Self-care) and more.

Local News

Find Out More

Cruinniú na nÓg
on tomorrow Saturday 6th June across the County

 
Cruinniú na nÓg, Ireland’s national day of free creativity for children and young people,
returns to Wicklow on Saturday, 6th June 2026 with the theme “Unleash Your Creative
Spark!”
 
With more than 50 free events, workshops, and performances taking place across 23
locations in the county, young people can enjoy music, dance, drama, poetry, STEM, visual
arts, filmmaking, giant bubbles, nature printing, weaving workshops, and so much more.
 
This exciting countywide programme celebrates creativity, imagination, and self-expression
for children and young people of all ages. Some events may require pre-booking.

 

Access Website

Bray & North Wicklow Area Partnership Launches New Website
 

Bray & North Wicklow Area Partnership has launched a newly redesigned website, creating
a more accessible, user-friendly and modern online hub for individuals, families, community
groups and organisations across the region.
 
Building on the organisation’s recent rebrand and wider geographic reach, the new site
makes it easier to explore the range of programmes, supports and initiatives available,
including child and family supports, education and training, enterprise and employment,
health and wellbeing and community programmes.
 
A key feature of the new website is an accessibility tool, located in the bottom right-hand
corner of the screen, which allows users to adjust text size, contrast and readability settings
to create a more inclusive browsing experience for everyone.

 

Find Out More

DFI Make Way Day Video

Make Way Wicklow Raises Awareness of Accessibility Barriers
 

People with disabilities across Wicklow took part in this year’s Make Way Day campaign to
highlight the everyday obstacles that can make navigating public spaces difficult.
 
Community groups and local activists in Bray and Arklow documented barriers such as cars
parked on footpaths, bins and street furniture blocking pathways, helping to raise
awareness of the importance of accessible and inclusive communities.
 
Led nationally by the Disability Federation of Ireland (DFI) and coordinated locally by
Wicklow County Council’s Disability and Inclusion Steering Committee (DISC), the
campaign encourages everyone to consider how small actions can make a big difference.
 
You can also watch DFI’s Make Way Day video resource to learn more about this
Campaign.

 

DRIVE Front Line Worker Training
on Friday 3rd July from 9am to 4pm

Venue: Naas
 
This one-day training course is provided by SURF (Substance Use Regional Forum).  The
training is for those working with individuals, families or communities, experiencing (or at
risk of) Drug Related Intimidation & Violence.   
 
If you are interested in this training email jen@surfonline.ie

 

Find out more

Job Opportunities
 

East Wicklow Rivers Trust 
 

EWRT are currently recruiting for the following part-time positions:

Administrator
Ecological/Technical Officer

For more details visit the groups social media channels.
 
 
SURF (Substance Use Regional Forum)
 
Surf are currently recruiting for a full-time Family Support Outreach Development Worker
for the Kildare & West Wicklow Area

 

 Celebrate Refugee Week Through Stories, Culture & Community
 
The County Wicklow Partnership Community Connector Project and Wicklow Libraries, in association with Bridge St
Books, invite the community to take part in a week-long celebration of stories, culture, and connection as part of Refugee
Week.
 
The event launches on Monday 16th June at 5.50pm in Wicklow Library exhibition space (top floor), followed by a film
screening at 6.30pm. Film screenings will also take place across Wicklow Libraries throughout the week.
 
Visitors can explore curated book collections and reading lists featuring stories of culture, migration, tradition, love, loss,
adventure, and more with books from around the world, including titles in native languages, available to browse, borrow, or
buy.
 
This is an opportunity to celebrate the rich diversity of communities across County Wicklow and beyond through books,
film, and shared experiences.
 
Those attending the launch are asked to confirm attendance by Wednesday 11th June at 1pm for catering and seating
purposes. Email: djoyce@wicklowpartnership.ie or call/text 087 943 1282

 

 Wicklow Placenames Project
 
Get involved in the recording of the minor placenames of County Wicklow, these are placenames that typically don't
feature on standard maps but which are known locally and often passed down in oral tradition.
 
Help capture them before they are lost!

 

Some Events on around the County

 

 

Wicklow Local Sports Partnership News

Visit Local Sports Partnership website for full programme list

Register your Interest 

Register 

 

National News

Register 

The fiscal impact of migration and welfare receipt among immigrants
Webinar on Wednesday 10th June from 11am to 12 noon

 
This webinar will launch two reports, funded by the Department of Justice, Home Affairs
and Migration that bring evidence to this debate: a literature review on the fiscal impact of
migration internationally and in Ireland and a research report on welfare receipt among
immigrants in Ireland.

 

Access Roadmap

New Roadmap for Social Inclusion 2026 - 2030 Published
 

The Roadmap for Social Inclusion 2026 - 2030 has been launched, setting out the
Government’s plan to reduce poverty and improve social inclusion over the next five years.
Building on previous strategies, the new roadmap aims to reduce consistent poverty to 2%
or less by 2030, reduce income inequality and make Ireland one of the most socially
inclusive countries in the EU.
 
The strategy includes 63 cross-government actions covering areas such as income
supports, housing, education, employment, health, childcare and community supports, with
a focus on groups most impacted by poverty.
 
Developed following public consultation, progress on the roadmap will be tracked through
annual reports and monitored using 25 key indicators to support a coordinated approach to
tackling poverty and exclusion.
 
Click HERE to access Social Justice Ireland Article on the Roadmap

 

Find out more

The Charities Regulator
 
For Charities: Find useful information on what's involved in applying for charitable status,
requirements and guidance to run your charity, and other advice.
 
For the General Public: Find useful information on how to search for a charity and how to
raise a concern. You can also review ‘Our News’ to find out about our activities and events

 

 

HSE Digital Mental Health Resources Available to Support Wellbeing
 
Members are encouraged to explore a range of HSE digital mental health resources
following a recent Webinar which provided an overview of the online tools and supports
available to help people access the right support at the right time.
 
The webinar highlighted a number of digital resources, including My Mental Health Plan,
Navigator, Togetherall, SilverCloud and Balancing Stress, with additional information
available through the accompanying slide deck and webinar recording. Resources cover a
range of needs, with some services available 24/7 and others operating during set hours.
 
Additional supports include resources focused on men’s mental health, suicide prevention
and directories of mental health and wellbeing services. Members are encouraged to share
these resources widely to help increase awareness and access to support.
 
Men’s Health supports: yourmentalhealth.ie/men
Let’s Talk about Suicide: hse.ie/letstalk
The short directory Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Supports and Services provided
by Non-Governmental Organisations  - click here

 

Sharing Newsletters
 
Irish Environmental Network: Connecting Nationwide June 2026 Edition.
 
In the Community Groups Showcase section of this newsletter there is a piece on the
Wicklow based group - Native Oyster Reef Restoration.

previously listed ...

Find out more 

Showcasing Ireland Through the Lens of EU Funding
Closing Date Sunday 7th June

 
The “Our Ireland, Our EU” national photography competition is inviting people across
Ireland to capture and celebrate the real-life impact of EU co-funded projects in
communities nationwide.
 
The competition encourages creativity and citizen participation by highlighting how EU
funding is making a positive difference in everyday life across Ireland.
 
Organised by the Department of Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service Reform
and Digitalisation (DPER).

 

Find out more 

Foundation Programme in Sexual Health Promotion
 
Applications are now open for the Foundation Programme in Sexual Health Promotion
(FPSHP), a free 6-day training programme for professionals working across health,
community, education and youth sectors.
 
The programme aims to support participants in building the skills, knowledge and
confidence to integrate sexual health promotion into their work.
 
The training will take place in Kildare Town over the months of September, October and
November 2026. Places are limited and early application is encouraged
 

 

Consultations 

Local Community Safety Public Consultations

Monday 15th June: Kilian House Family Centre,
Greystones  from 6 to 8.30pm.  Please not this session also
includes a public meeting of the Local Community Safety
Partnership.

 

Have your Say via the Survey

 

Biodiversity Ireland
Citizen Science - Get Involved

Get Involved Get Involved

 

Get Involved

Get Involved

 

Find out more & Have

your Say

 Ireland’s Draft National Nature Restoration Plan
Closing Date: Tuesday 30th June

 
The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage are preparing Ireland’s initial draft National Nature Restoration
Plan (NRP) in response to the adoption of the Nature Restoration Regulation (NRR) (EU)
2024/1991 by the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union in 2024.
 
People across Ireland are being encouraged to have their say on Ireland’s draft National
Nature Restoration Plan as part of a new public consultation process.
 
The consultation provides an opportunity for communities, organisations and individuals to
share their views on how nature can be restored and protected for future generations.

 

Find out more about

NESC 

Have Your Say on Ireland’s Sustainable Future
 

The National Economic and Social Council (NESC) is inviting community members,
organisations, and stakeholders to take part in upcoming cross-sector workshops exploring
what is needed to create a more sustainable and fair future for Ireland.
 
Participants will have the opportunity to share their views, contribute lived experiences, and
help shape research and recommendations that will inform future advice to Government.
 

Dublin - 23rd June from 10.30am–4.30pm

Register: HERE  

Athlone - 7th July from 10.30am–4.30pm

Register: HERE
 
Spaces are limited and will be allocated to ensure a diverse range of voices are
represented, so early registration is encouraged.

 

Find out more & Have

your Say

Research in Ireland Barometer 2026
 

Community groups, voluntary organisations and local stakeholders are being encouraged
to support the Research in Ireland Barometer 2026, a national initiative exploring how
people across Ireland experience and relate to research in their everyday lives.
 
Open to anyone aged 16+ living in Ireland, the survey aims to ensure research policy and
funding better reflect people’s lived experiences, priorities and needs. Particular emphasis
is being placed on hearing from voices that are not usually represented in conversations
about research.
 
The survey will remain open for three months, with findings helping to shape community
focus groups taking place nationwide over the summer and informing how research
engages with society in the future.

previously listed ...

Have your Say

LGBTQ+ Young People and Families National Survey
 

LGBTQ+ young people under the age of 18, along with parents and guardians of LGBTQ+
young people, are being invited to take part in an important national survey as part of the
CLEAR: Children’s LGBTQ+ Equality and Rights research project. The research is
commissioned by the Ombudsman for Children’s Office, carried out by University College
Cork, and supported by Belong To Youth Services.
 
For the first time, the study will examine how the rights of LGBTQ+ young people are being
upheld under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) by
consulting directly with young people themselves.
 
The survey is quick to complete, consisting of three main questions along with some profile
information. Feedback gathered will help provide a better understanding of the real-life
experiences of growing up LGBTQ+ in Ireland today and will help inform future policy and
supports.
 
Participants are encouraged to click the link to take part in the survey and ensure their
voices are heard.

 

Find out more

Arts Plan for Co. Wicklow Consultation
 
Wicklow County Council Arts Office is inviting artists, arts groups, festivals, stakeholders
and anyone interested in the arts in Wicklow to take part in the public consultation events
for the development of the new County Wicklow Arts Plan 2026–2030
 
The Two remaining public consultation meetings will be held:

general consultation meeting on Thursday 18 June in Arklow Library from 11am –
12:30pm. Register here.
general consultation meeting on Thursday 18 June in Blessington Library from 7 –
8.30pm. Register here.

Attendance is free, but advance registration is required
 

 

Have your Say

Barriers to Accessing Bank Accounts for Small Community Groups
Closing Date: Saturday 31st October

 
Social Justice Ireland is an independent think tank and justice advocacy organisation that
advances the lives of people and communities through providing independent social
analysis and effective policy development to create a sustainable future for every member
of society and for society as a whole.
 
They are conducting a short survey to better understand how Community Groups access
basic financial services, and where gaps may exist. As Community Groups need a
dedicated bank account in order to receive grants and funding, by sharing your perspective,
you’ll contribute to research that aims to improve access to basic financial products for
community groups. The survey is quick, anonymous, and open to everyone.

 

Have your Say

Community Food & Nutrition Survey – Bray & North Wicklow
Closing Date: Wednesday 10th June at midnight

 
Bray & North Wicklow Area Partnership (BNWAP), as part of the Sláintecare Healthy
Communities Programme, has launched a Community Food and Nutrition Survey in the
Bray and North Wicklow area.
 
The survey aims to understand local experiences of access to healthy and affordable food,
eating habits, and the impact of the cost of living and food poverty. The findings will help
inform local services and future planning.
 
Adults (18+) living in Bray or North Wicklow are invited to take part. The survey takes
around 15 minutes to complete, and participants can optionally enter a raffle to win one of
five prizes.
 
All responses are anonymous and handled in line with GDPR and data protection
requirements.

 

Consultation Hub

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
Let your Voice be Heard on local Plans and Schemes

 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow you to
submit observations on them.
 
Open Consultations - Let your Voice be Heard
 
PART 8 - Notice of PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT - N11 KILPEDDER ‘RAT-RUN’ ROAD
SAFETY IMPROVEMENT SCHEME - Closing Date: 12th June 2026
 
Part 8 - Attic Extension to 25 Kilbride Grove, Bray - Closing date 12 noon, Friday, 26th June
2026

 

Consultation Portal

 
Government of Ireland Public Consultations

 
There are a number of public consultations currently open that provide an important
opportunity for individuals and groups to Have your Say & Let your Voice be Heard
Consultations that may be of interest to our membership including for example:
 
Government Digital Wallet - Have your Say
First public consultation on Ireland’s draft National Nature Restoration Plan

Funding Opportunities

Find out more & Apply

Hockey4All Funding
Closing Date: Tuesday 15th June

 
Hockey4All, Hockey Ireland’s inclusive club initiative, continues to create opportunities for
people of all ages with intellectual and physical disabilities to enjoy and share their love of
hockey.
 
The Hockey4All Grant is now available to both new and existing clubs, helping make
hockey more accessible and inclusive for everyone.
 
Clubs can apply for up to €2,500 towards equipment and up to €8,000 for facility
upgrades, supporting projects such as ramps, accessible seating, toilet improvements,
storage solutions and other accessibility enhancements.
Clubs interested in growing inclusive participation are encouraged to explore this valuable
funding opportunity.

 

Find out more & Apply

International Protection Solidarity Grant
Closing Date: Friday 19th June

 
Community groups, charities, social enterprises, and non-profit organisations working with
people seeking international protection are invited to apply for the International Protection
Solidarity Grant.
 
Grants of between €500 and €1,000 are available to support practical, community-based
projects that improve wellbeing, inclusion, participation, and connection for people living
within the IPAS system.
 
Projects can include social, educational, recreational, or capacity-building activities that
respond directly to community needs and create meaningful impact.
 
Applicants must demonstrate engagement with residents in IPAS centres and have the
ability to receive funding through an organisational or group bank account.
 
This funding provides an opportunity to support inclusive, locally-led initiatives that
strengthen communities and promote dignity and participation.

 

How to Apply
All applications should be
made online via the Irish

Youth Foundation
grants platform which will

be linked from
the Coca‑Cola Ireland

website.

Coco Cola Thank You Fund
Closing Date: Friday 26th June

 
Grants between €5,000 / €15,000 are available to support community-based projects
focused on inclusion, wellbeing and future work readiness.
 
These projects should empower young people aged 16–25, particularly those
experiencing disadvantage, to become work-ready, skilled and engaged citizens.
Projects may include initiatives focused on employability and skills development,
education access and progression, or wellbeing and personal development.
 
In 2026, over €2 million will be invested in almost 200 non-profit organisations across the
island of Ireland.

 

Find out more & Apply

Kingspan KickStart Sports Fund
Closing Date: Tuesday 30th June

 
Amateur athletes and sports clubs across Ireland are encouraged to apply for the
Kingspan Kickstart Sports Fund, designed to support aspiring athletes in achieving their
goals. With a proud history of fostering sports development through partnerships like RC
Toulon, Uruguay Rugby and Cavan GAA, Kingspan is committed to providing a platform
for grassroots athletes, local sports clubs, and community facilities. The fund runs
quarterly, with selections taking place at the end of Q1 and Q2, offering financial
assistance for essential needs such as equipment, training, and other resources.
 
The Kingspan Kickstart Sports Fund is open to individuals and organisations across the
Island of Ireland, including both Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. We welcome
applications from all communities, aiming to support grassroots sports, emerging talent, &
impactful sporting initiatives that align with our values throughout Ireland.

 

Find out more & Apply

 Bupa Foundation Green Community Grants
Closing Date: Tuesday 30th June

 
Applications are now open for the Bupa Foundation Green Community Grants, offering
funding of up to £2,000 for projects that make local places and spaces greener while
supporting healthier communities and a healthier planet.
 
The grants are open to registered charities, not-for-profit organisations, non-fee-paying
schools, local authorities and social housing providers across Ireland, the UK and the
Channel Islands. Priority will be given to projects that improve or create green spaces,
support areas of greatest need and demonstrate positive impacts for both people and the
environment.

 

Find out more & Apply

Wicklow County Council Sustainable Development Awards
Closing Date: General closing date Sunday 5th of July  & Schools  closing

date is Friday 11th September
 

Communities, schools, businesses and local groups across Wicklow are being
encouraged to enter the Wicklow County Council Sustainable Development Awards,
which recognise projects and initiatives that protect the environment, support biodiversity
and promote sustainable communities.
 
The awards celebrate achievements across a wide range of areas including climate
action, waste reduction, energy, water, biodiversity and community leadership, while
continuing to recognise the important work of Tidy Towns and residents’ groups.
 
Nominations are open across multiple categories, including opportunities to nominate
local champions making a difference in their communities. 

 

Find out more & Apply

Ireland Against Racism Fund
Closing Date: Wednesday 1st July

 
Community organisations and NGOs working to combat racism and promote equality are
encouraged to apply for funding through the Ireland Against Racism Fund 2026. The fund
supports projects and initiatives that foster racial equality, community cohesion and
inclusion as part of the National Action Plan Against Racism.
 
Funding is available across three streams, ranging from local initiatives to larger multi-
annual projects, with grants from €5,000 up to €250,000 available.
 
Applications are open to organisations delivering work at local, regional and national level.
 

 

Find out more & Nominate

Full Circle Awards 
Closing Date: Friday 24th July

 
Do you know a circular champion? Someone who repairs, reuses or refurbishes items
instead throwing them away?
 
The Full Circle Awards is celebrating everyday people across Ireland who are helping to
create positive change through circular living.
 
Across six categories, they are inviting people around the country to nominate their local
circular champions:

Repair and Reuse Champion
Community Circular Champion
Creative Circular Design
Circular Living Advocate
Best Community Campaign
Circular Sports Champion

Each category winner will receive a €2,000 prize to support and recognise their circular
work.

 

Find out more

Building Blocks Extension Grant Scheme
Closing Date: 31st July

 
Early learning and childcare providers are encouraged to explore the Building Blocks
Extension Scheme Phase 2, supporting services to expand existing premises and create
additional full-time places for children aged 1–3 years (pre-ECCE).
 
Community providers can apply for grants from €100,000 to €530,000
Private providers can apply for grants from €50,000 to €265,000
 
Eligible Core Funding Partner Services must commit to expanded capacity, full-time
provision, and opening for a minimum of 46 weeks per year, 5 days per week, and 8
hours per day.
 
Application forms and supporting documentation will be available soon, interested
providers are encouraged to prepare early.

 

Find out more & Apply

Huawei Solar Sports Scheme
Closing Date: Friday 31st August

 
Sports clubs and organisations across Ireland are being encouraged to apply for the
Huawei Solar Sports Scheme, which will award five grants of €10,000 each to support
grassroots sport and community development. The scheme aims to invest in projects that
strengthen local clubs, promote participation and deliver long-term benefits for
communities.
 
Funding can support sporting activities, facilities, equipment, development programmes
and other sport-related initiatives. 

 

Find out more

Leinster GAA Club Grant
Closing Date: Friday 4th September 

 
Clubs across Leinster are encouraged to apply for the Leinster GAA Club Grant,
supporting a range of key infrastructure projects including pitch development, LED
floodlights, dressing rooms, disability access facilities, gym structures and more.
 
Funding is available for eligible projects with minimum expenditure requirements, with
grants covering up to 5% of net project costs (excluding land purchase conditions).
 
Clubs are reminded that trustee/property transfer requirements must be in progress or
completed, with proof required as part of the process.

 

Find out more

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
Measure 1 & Project Development applications close 25th September

Measure 2 & 3 applications close 15th December
 
Local authorities, local development companies, community groups and stakeholders
involved in outdoor recreation are being encouraged to explore the newly launched 2026–
2027 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS).
 
The scheme will provide €20 million to support the development, upgrade, maintenance,
and promotion of outdoor recreation infrastructure in rural areas, with targeted supports
for Gaeltacht and island communities.
 
Funding is available for projects ranging from small-scale repairs and promotion to large
strategic trail and amenity developments. Groups with project ideas are encouraged to
engage with their local authority or local development company.

previously listed ...

Find out more 

Tidy Towns Competition & Special Awards
Closing Date for Special Awards: Monday 8th June

 
In place since 1958, the competition, administered by the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht and sponsored by SuperValu, continues to be
one of the most recognised sustainable, environmental and community initiatives in the
country.
 
There are almost 1,000 active TidyTowns groups, and last year saw a record 929 entries
to the SuperValu TidyTowns competition. This saw over 30,000 volunteers giving up over
1 million hours of their time, all year round, to come together to make our communities
cleaner, brighter and more vibrant places.
 
Its success benefits towns, villages and communities all over Ireland in real and
meaningful ways, making them more attractive and sustainable places for everyone.

 

Department Website

Wicklow County Council

Website

Clár Funding Scheme
Closing Date:

Measure 1 – EOIs to Wicklow County Council by Tuesday 9th June
 
Please note:  the CLÁR scheme area in Co. Wicklow has been expanded to include
Shillelagh and Carnew areas.  The full list of Electoral areas covered by the scheme in the
County are as follows:

Ballinacor
Ballinguile
Ballybet
Carnew
Collballintaggart
Imaal North
Kilpipe
Lugglass
Shillelagh

This year’s programme includes:

Measure 1: Developing Community Facilities & Amenities – supporting the
enhancement of community spaces (apply through your Local Authority)

For Measure 1, groups should contact Wicklow County Council for application details and
deadlines, as each Local Authority manages its own process.
This is a great opportunity to support vital community services and improve local facilities,
especially with more areas in Wicklow now eligible.
 
PLEASE NOTE: The Community Safety Plan Public Consultation session which will be
held in St. Brigid's Hall, Carnew on Wednesday 6th May at 7.30pm will also include an
Information Session on the CLÁR Funding Programme 2026.  This session is open to
all.
 

 

Find out more & Apply

Disability Capital Fund Athletics Ireland
Closing Date: Wednesday 10th June

 
Athletics Ireland are inviting applications from clubs across the country working in the
area of disability & inclusion who are actively looking for new ideas and opportunities to
make their club open & accessible to people with disabilities.
 
The Disability Capital Support initiative aims to reduce the barriers to sports participation
for people with a disability through the provision of equipment and minor infrastructure.
 
The fund can be used to purchase a range of disability sports equipment and enabling
infrastructure including hoists, handrails, fittings, mats, wheelchairs, ramps, inclusive
sports equipment etc.

 

Find out more 

Working with Nature Awards
Closing Date Extended To: Thursday 11th June

 
The Powerscourt “Working with Nature” Awards recognises people (especially community
groups), small businesses and community projects across the country who have
contributed and are committed in any way to protecting nature.
 
Now in their second year, the awards highlight impactful work across three categories:
Biodiversity & Rewilding, Nature Media, and Nature Education & Wellbeing
 
Winners from each of the categories will receive:

A unique award meticulously crafted from hand-picked wood from Powerscourt
Estate.
A €500 bursary to be used towards their nature-based project.

The overall winner and ‘Outstanding Nature Protector’ will now also receive a place on the
prestigious ‘Leaders for Nature’ leadership programme (valued at €2,000), developed
by Common Purpose Ireland in partnership with Leave No Trace Ireland and Native
Events, alongside the Ultimate Powerscourt Experience prize package.

 

Find out more & Apply

ServiceNow Community Improvement Fund Ireland
Closing Date: Friday 19th June

 
ChangeX and ServiceNow are continuing to support communities across Ireland through
the ServiceNow Community Improvement Fund, helping nonprofits and schools take local
action on climate challenges.
 
Funding of up to €30,000 is available for water, solar, and nature-based community
projects that create sustainable and inclusive local impact. Applicants can submit their
own project ideas or apply to bring one of three proven climate initiatives to life in their
community.

 

Find out more & Nominate

AIB Community Fund
Nominate Now

 
The AIB Community €1 Million Fund enables customers, the public and employees to
support local charities that matter most to them, within their region. 
 
AIB will once again allocate €700,000 to charities chosen by its customers and the
community, while €300,000 will be donated to charities chosen by employees.
 
As they celebrate 60 years of AIB in 2026, they will be marking this milestone by
strengthening that commitment and adding an extra once-off €60,000 to the AIB
Community €1 Million Fund. This will provide an additional €10,000 per region, enabling
them to support even more local projects and initiatives in our communities.

 

Find out more

Power to Participate Fund 
Closing Date: Friday 26th June

 
The €750,000 fund will support Disabled Persons’ Organisations (DPOs) and eligible Civil
Society Organisations to strengthen advocacy, participation and engagement with
Government, helping ensure disabled people’s voices are included in shaping policies and
services.
 
Funding can support assistive technology, training, governance and organisational
development.
 
An online information session will take place on Wednesday 3rd June from 2:30pm–4pm
via Zoom, with ISL interpretation available. If you wish to attend this information session,
please email: disabilitygrantfunds@dcde.gov.ie

 

Find out more 

Skills for Tomorrow Fund Call to Support Inclusive Employment Pathways
Closing Date Monday 29th June at 1pm

 
The Skills for Tomorrow Fund, a €1.5 million, 2.5-year initiative supported by Deloitte
Ireland and the Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht
through the Dormant Accounts Fund, is now open for applications.
 
The fund will support innovative, evidence-based projects that help individuals and
communities experiencing marginalisation access meaningful pathways to employment
and participate more fully in the future world of work. It will also support organisations to
address structural disadvantage while promoting inclusive economic participation.
 
Two strands of funding are available, focused on youth and adult-centred initiatives
respectively. Projects will also be encouraged to explore how artificial intelligence and
data-driven approaches can strengthen efficiency and increase social impact.
 
Up to five projects will be awarded grants of between €150,000 and €187,500, alongside
non-financial supports including participation in Rethink Ireland’s Accelerator Programme,
capacity-building supports, and access to networks.

 

Find out more 

SPAR and EUROSPAR Community Fund Supporting Local Sports Clubs
Closing Date: Wednesday 8th July

 
The SPAR and EUROSPAR Community Fund 2026 has been launched, offering a total of
€60,000 in funding to support local sports clubs across Ireland. Proud partners of Team
Ireland, SPAR and EUROSPAR are seeking clubs that are “hungry for success” and
making a positive impact in their communities.
 
The fund will award 30 clubs with grants of €2,000 each, supporting initiatives such as
new equipment, facility improvements, and development projects that help clubs grow and
thrive.

 

Find out more 

 Community Centres Investment Fund - Refurbishment Grant
Closing Date: Monday 13th July 

 
Ensure your group is registered on the online portal ahead of applications opening in May.
 
This capital fund of €25 million is providing funding for the improvement and
refurbishment of existing community centres in both urban and rural areas.
Funding is being made available under 2 Categories, with grants of between €10,000 and
€100,000 available:

Category 1: Small scale projects and improvements to facilities – €10,000 to
€25,000
Category 2: Larger scale projects – €25,001 to €100,000

The Portal for online application will open on May 29th, 2026, at My Pobal Portal and will
remain open until the 13th July.
 
Potential applicants are encouraged to register on the application portal in advance of this
date.

 

Find out more & Apply

LAWPRO Small Grants and Events Scheme
Closing Date: Friday 18th December

 
This grants scheme is for community groups to apply for small scale initiatives and events
outside of LAWPRO’s targeted open calls. It covers events such as World Wetland Day,
Biodiversity Week, Science Week, etc. It may also be used for small awareness raising
initiatives such as surveys and plans, citizen science, hosting a meeting, workshops, litter
pick, publications, biodiversity signage, or other such small scale initiatives.
 
Applications must have a water quality or water awareness focus.
 
Please do not use this application form to apply for events to be hosted during
Heritage Week (August 15th to 23rd 2026). A separate application process for Heritage
Week grants will be advertised at a later date and well in advance of Heritage Week 2026.

 

Local Environment Action Fund
More Details to Follow

 
A new funding opportunity for local groups is coming soon
 
The Local Environment Action Fund 2026 will be opening shortly, offering support to
community initiatives across Wicklow.
 
This fund is the result of a partnership between County and City Management Association
(CCMA) and IPB Insurance.
 
The fund aims to empower Tidy Towns and other voluntary community groups to take
meaningful action to enhance their local environment through impactful community-driven
projects, collaborating with community stakeholder.
 
Groups are encouraged to start thinking about potential projects and to keep an eye on
Wicklow County Council social media channels, as well as our own, for full details on
eligibility, application information, and the closing date.
 
Don’t miss this chance to support and grow your local community.

 

Visit our website

Wicklow PPN Funding & Events Calendar
 

Remember to check out our calendar for details of funding opportunities on our website.
 
You can also access some support resources on making funding applications.
 
Best of luck with your funding applications!

 

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
 

We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.
 

Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.
 

Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject
'Unsubscribe'.

 
 

 
County Wicklow Public Participation Network

C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
 

T: Alice - 086 837 4227
T: Helen - 087 189 5145

T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
 

E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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