
Who am I?
• Mark Costello, Climate Change Coordinator
• Wicklow County Council
• Level 9 MENG Engineering Road and Transport Engineering
• Level 8 BSc (Hons) Civil Engineering
• 25 Years Experience in Local Government

• South East Coast, Just South of Dublin
• 155,000 Population
• Known as Garden of Ireland
• From Urban to Rural
• Mountains to Sea
• Wicklow National Mountain Park

County Wicklow

Wicklow PPN Reps



Climate Action Plan
1. Executive Summary
2. Introduction
3. Evidence-based Climate Action
4. Wicklow Framework of Climate Actions

Vision and Mission Statement
5 Thematic Focus
8 Strategic Goals (Delivering Effective Climate Action)
Objectives
112 Actions – 105 Relevant to 2026

5.    Arklow Decarbonising Zone
       23 Actions – 20 Relevant to 2026
        WWTP, Arklow Flood Relief and Arklow Wind Bank Park

6.    Implementation and Reporting
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Theresa O’ Brien – 
Director Of Service 

Mary Cahill- Senior 
Engineer 

Sarah McCullough– 
Senior Executive 

Officer

Mark Costello - 
Climate Action 

Coordinator 

Executive Engineer 
– Vacant 

Hannah O’ Kelly - 
Biodiversity Officer 

Julie Sammiller - 
Community 

Climate Action 
Officer

James Callery - 
Climate Action 

Officer

Environmental 
Awareness Officer

Assistant Env 
Awareness Officer

Nicole Keogh – 
Assistant Staff 

Officer

Climate Action Team
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Community Climate Action
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1. Julie Sammiller Community Climate Action Officer
2. Community Climate Action Programme
3. Funding of €646,000 allocated to Wicklow
4. 20 Projects Approved 2024
5. 49 Applications this time
6. 28 Projects Approved – €766,469

Project Scale Wicklow Baltinglass Greystones Bray Arklow
Large 2 1 1 0 1
Medium 3 2 1 1 2
Small 1 3 1 0 1

Contact Email: ccap@wicklowcoco.ie

mailto:ccap@wicklowcoco.ie




CAP Policies
1. Develop and implement an integrated SuDS policy to guide planning, installation, 

monitoring and maintenance (2024-2029 Live Document)
2. Pollinator Friendly and Green Infrastructure guidance for managing greenspace 

by Municipal Districts to include: mowing regimes, hedgerow, tree care weed & 
riparian zones management. (2025-2027)

3. Implement the Glyphosate policy within the MD’s, identifying and trialling best 
alternative practices. (2024-2029)

4. Review and update the Wicklow Heritage Plan (2024)
5. Review the Tree Management Policy and support its implementation (2025)
6. Landscaping Development Guidelines (2024-2029 Live Document)
7. Review and update the Wicklow Biodiversity Action Plan to protect and enhance 

local biodiversity, including climate-relevant measures. (2025-2029)
8. Delineate and establish a Dark Sky Reserve for County Wicklow 2027
9. Undertaking a light assessment of Laragh and Roundwood 2027
10. Develop a ‘Green Events Policy’ 2025
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Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems:



Funding Applications 
1. Redford Park
2. Brittas Bay Footpath
3. North Western side of main road Greystones
4. Council Building – Green Roof
5. Applewood Heights
6. River Walk Arklow

8



Rain Water Management Plan 
Methodology:



Coastal Erosion
• (Funding available to local authorities under Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 

Coastal protection Scheme up to €750,000). 
• Applications for funding of such studies under the Minor Works Scheme, cover up 

to a maximum of 90% of the cost.
• €121,5000 funding from the OPW under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 

Coastal protection Scheme to carry out a Coastal Erosion Risk Management Study 
at Brittas Bay to Ennereilly (12km). Malachy Walsh & Co Ltd  Interim Report 1.

• €121,5000 funding from the OPW under the Minor Flood Mitigation Works and 
Coastal protection Scheme to carry out a Coastal Erosion Risk Management Study 
at Seabank to Kilmichael Point.  RPS Ireland Interim Report 2.

• Greystones North Beach 90K & The Murrough Wicklow
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East Coast Railway Infrastructure 
Protection Project (ECRIPP)

• Established to deliver the necessary enhanced coastal protection to the existing 
railway infrastructure  between Dublin and Wicklow as the railway is vulnerable to 
coastal erosion.

• Five coastal cell areas have been assessed
• CCA5 - Bray Head to Greystones North Beach
• CCA6.1 - Greystones to Newcastle
• CCA6.2 - Newcastle to Wicklow Harbour
• ECRIPP is being implemented by Iarnród Éireann as part of Project Ireland 

2040 and the National Development Programme
• Greystones to Wicklow Greenway Communications between ECRIPP and the 

Greystones to Wicklow Greenway team taking place
• Planning Application Q3 2026
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https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/09022006-project-ireland-2040/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/09022006-project-ireland-2040/
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Mobility Scheme Status
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1. Issued on e-tenders 18th November 2025
2. Three Submissions
3. Bolt Won Tender
4. Tender includes Bray, Greystones and Wicklow and possibility extending to Arklow 

and Blessington
5. Bray 90 (150) e-bikes, Greystones 80 (150)e-bikes, Wicklow 50 (100) e-bikes
6. Expands to include Kilcoole, Ashford and Glenealy
7. Civils for additional Locations to be installed
8. Moby terminated 28th April.
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Greystones Harbour

190L/d



Misc Climate Projects
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1. Dark Sky Policy and Four Town Assessments Laragh, Roundwood, Donard and 
Aughrim- Kerem Asfuroglu – 700km^2

2. NB SuDS Applications to LAWPro – 500-600K
3. Garden Village 1.8m (Received €1.3m), 
4. Rathluain Application Uisce Eireann
5. Rainwater Management Plans and Risk Assessment
6. NB Suds, Stormwater Management, Flood defences
7. Smarter Travel Plan for the County Buildings



Library Climate 
Initiatives
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1. Home Energy Kits
2. Citizen Science Kits
3. Radon Monitors
4. Halloween Swap Shops
5. Christmas Jumper Swap Shops
6. Debs Dress Swap Shops
7. Coats Swap Shops
8. Toy Repair Cafes
9. Seed Libraries
10. Music Instrument Library's
11. E- Cargo Bike Trails - This Year
12. Clothing Repair Workshops
13. Bike Repair Workshops



Library Climate Projects
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1. Ballywaltrim Library €7.5m (€3m Libraries Capital Programme – Department Rural 
and Community Development), Heatpump, Solar PVs, Battery, Rainwater Gardens, 
EV charger etc – In Detail Design Currently

2. Aughrim Library ZEB – 12 Solar pv, battery, Heatpump, Underfloor Heating, 
Rainwater Gardens, EV charger etc… €1.6m – Design and Built Contractor

3. Dunlavin Library – Heritage Building, Heatpump, Underfloor Heating, Window 
double glazing panels, roof repair, stone pointing, internal repair, building cleaning 

4. Other Library Projects – Bray Roof, Greystones Roof and Enniskerry Roof Repairs, 
5. Arklow Library Solar PV and Heatpump – Done
6. Bray Library Solar PV - Done
7. Future Projects Baltinglass Library, Blessington Library etc..
8. Greystones Library Solar PV



Ballywaltrim
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Ballywaltrim
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Aughrim Library
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1. Project Awarded
2. Aughrim Library ZEB – 12 Solar pv, battery, Heatpump, Underfloor Heating, 

Rainwater Gardens, EV charger etc… €1.6m – Design and Built Contractor
3. Located in Town Centre near schools and church



Dunlavin
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Dunlavin
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Climate Action Week Event 
17 - 28 September 25
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1. 32 Events held in County Wicklow
2. Tidy Towns Forum in the Assembly Hall - Wicklow 20th September
3. Weed management Demonstration in Greystones 
4. Community Garden Event Newcastle
5. IKC3 - Climate Innovation Programme Arklow
6. Greystones Climate Action forum
7. Mount Lucas Energy Truck NZEB. Public Walk in with various instructors available 

including one stop shop – Wicklow Murrough Car Park – All Week
8. CCAF information & networking event in Donard
9. Climate Culture Café and a Climate Creative Workshop by Greenhouse Culture
10. LEO – Green Business Lunch and Business Breakfast
11. ECO UNESCO Fast Fashion workshops for 3 Libraries.



CAW Libraries 25

28

1. Machine Sewing" Sustainability workshop for children aged 8-13yrs
2. CCAF information & networking event in Donard
3. Climate Culture Café and a Climate Creative Workshop by Greenhouse Culture
4. LEO – Green Business Lunch and Business Breakfast
5. ECO UNESCO Fast Fashion workshops for 3 Libraries.
6. Clothes Swaps
7. SDG themed Arts and Crafts session
8. Draw & Grow; Greenhouse Culture - Ashleigh Downey
9. Writing Workshops with Nature
10. SDG Presentation Event
11. Embroidery Workshop
12. Storm Garden talk - Aoife Munn
13. Arts & Crafts: Based on Life Below Water
14. Storytime: Biodiversity - Importance of Bogs





Greystones, Arklow and Blessington 
Fast Fashion ECO-Unesco Workshops



Kilcoole National School



Wicklow's First Youth Biodiversity 
Conference 2025



Wicklow's Youth Climate 
Conference 2025



County Wicklow 
Tidy Towns Forum 24



County Wicklow 
Tidy Towns Forum 25



Bray - Jacinta Barrins, Over 55s 
Climate Programme.

1. 30 attendees
2. 6 week climate course



Codling Wind Park
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1. Largest and furthest offshore of Ireland’s Phase 1 Projects 

2. 13 - 22 kilometres from the shore

3. Community Benefit Fund €10m per year for 20 Years

4. Installed capacity of 1,300 MW

5. 1m homes plus annually

6. Up to 75 turbines



Dublin Array RWE

38

1. Community Benefit Fund €6.5m per year for 20 Years

2. 39 to 50 Wind Turbines. 824 Mega Watts – 770,000 Homes

3. Bray – Greystones 10km off coastline

Contact Email: dublinarray@rwe.com

mailto:dublinarray@rwe.com


Arklow Bank Wind Park 2

39

1. Capable of offsetting around 830 million kilos of harmful carbon emissions PA

2. Create around 80 full-time jobs

3. Community Benefit Fund €5m pa

4. Installed capacity of 800 MW

5. 730,000m homes annually

6. 47 to 56 turbines



Greystones Community Climate 
Action Team



Greystones Sports Charter



Wicklow Biodiversity Plan



Disposable Cups



Questions 
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