
 
 

Let your Voice be Heard &
Make a Real Difference!

 
 
 

News Update: Friday 22nd May 2026
Hi everyone 
 
During National Volunteer Week, we would like to especially acknowledge and thank the
volunteers across all of our member groups for the enormous contribution you make to
communities throughout Co. Wicklow. Your ongoing commitment, energy and care
continue to strengthen local communities and make a real difference in people’s lives
every day.
 
We would like to encourage everyone to remember to Let Your Voice Be Heard on the
topics and issues that matter to you and your community. For those in the Arklow area,
the consultation on the new Development Plan closes next Friday, so there is still time to
make your views known. Meanwhile, in Wicklow Town and surrounding areas, one of our
member groups continues to facilitate residents in collectively raising issues relating to
public transport, with another meeting taking place on Saturday morning.  Check out the
Consultation section of this Update for more information on these and other currently
open consultations.
 
We would also encourage you to check out the Funding section of this newsletter, where
a range of new funding opportunities that are currently open have been listed. Best of luck
with all applications.
 
Our upcoming Mid-Year Members’ Gathering will be held on Saturday 13th June. We
hope many of you will join us for what promises to be an important and relevant
discussion on Banking for Community Groups, hosted in the beautiful surroundings of the
new Arklow Arts Centre.  The art work on display in the  Centre will provide us all with an
opportunity to experience and be inspired by the creativity within our local community.  We
will send a separate email early next week with further details about this important
gathering for PPN member groups and stakeholders.
 
This weekend is shaping up to be a busy and vibrant one for communities across the
county, with Street Feasts taking place in many areas alongside a range of Biodiversity
Week events. We hope you all get the opportunity to enjoy your local communities,
connect with neighbours and celebrate the wonderful biodiversity on our doorstep.

To catch up on all the news
scroll through our news

update sections:
 

PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 
 

 

 

PPN News

Access Reports 

Reports from PPN Representatives - Planning & Rural Development
Strategic Policy Committee

 
Thanks to our two PPN Representatives on the Wicklow County Council Planning and
Rural Development SPC for their reports from the committee meetings todate in 2026.
 
Click on the link opposite to access the reports.

 

Save The Date
 

Wicklow PPN Mid-Year Members' Gathering (Plenary)
On Saturday 13th June 

in the beautiful new Arklow Arts Centre
 

We will be circulating an email with the registration link, plenary documents and more information early next week.  
 
At the event we will facilitate a discussion on Banking Issues for Community Group: has your group had difficulty
opening an account?, is accessing banking services a difficulty for your group? How can Banking services  for our groups
and their communities be improved?
 
We look forward to welcoming you all to this important Gathering for PPN Member Groups and Stakeholders. 

 

Action Needed Now: Re-Register Your Group with Wicklow PPN
Don’t miss out - make sure your group stays registered and represented.

 
If your group hasn’t re-registered yet, please do so as soon as possible.
 
Re-registration emails have been sent to the primary contacts of all member groups, please check your inbox (and spam
folder just in case). The process is quick, takes just a couple of minutes, and your group could even win!

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our Funding  & Events Calendar, Funding Resource, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th July 2026.  Minutes
from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our 10th Anniversary Messages, Sustainable Development Goals Animation, our
series of Wellbeing videos (Super Charge Your Self-care) and more.

Local News

Find Out More

Tinahely Community Accessibility Audit Supports Inclusive Planning
 

Tinahely recently hosted a community-led accessibility audit that brought together local
disabled people, older residents, Wicklow County Council’s Disability and Inclusion
Steering Committee, and the Older People’s Council. Participants walked through key
public spaces, identifying both positive features and areas for improvement to help make
Tinahely more accessible for everyone.
 
The collaborative initiative forms part of Wicklow County Council’s ongoing commitment to
inclusive planning and will help inform future upgrades and walkability audits across the
county. Appreciation was extended to the community members and groups who shared
their lived experiences and valuable insights.
 
Together, these efforts are helping to build a town that welcomes all.

 

Find Out More

Greystones Municipal District People of the Year Awards 2026
Closing Date: Wednesday 27th May

 
Nominations are now being invited across a range of categories, including Sports Person of
the Year, Civic Person of the Year, Special Person of the Year, Cultural Person of the Year,
Commercial Person of the Year, and Young Entrepreneur of the Year.
 
The Special Person of the Year award recognises individuals who have overcome personal
difficulties in achieving success.
 
Nominations may be submitted by letter, email, or on official nomination forms. Nominees
must be residents of the Greystones Municipal District, which includes Greystones,
Kilcoole, Delgany, Newcastle, and Killadreenan. Commercial nominees may be non-
residents whose business operates within the district.
 
All nominations must clearly outline the reasons for nomination and be proposed and
seconded by two different individuals. Completed nominations should be returned to the
Council Offices, Mill Road, Greystones, Co. Wicklow, or emailed to
Greystonesmd@wicklowcoco.ie no later than Wednesday, 27 May 2026.
 
The awards ceremony will take place at Greystones Golf Club on Tuesday 16th June.

 

Find Out More

Cruinniú na nÓg
on Saturday 6th June across the County

 
Cruinniú na nÓg, Ireland’s national day of free creativity for children and young people,
returns to Wicklow on Saturday, 6th June 2026 with the theme “Unleash Your Creative
Spark!”
 
With more than 50 free events, workshops, and performances taking place across 23
locations in the county, young people can enjoy music, dance, drama, poetry, STEM, visual
arts, filmmaking, giant bubbles, nature printing, weaving workshops, and so much more.
 
This exciting countywide programme celebrates creativity, imagination, and self-expression
for children and young people of all ages. Some events may require pre-booking.

 

List of Group funded under

Climate Action Programme

Funding Announcements for Co Wicklow ....
 

Congratulations to all the Groups across the county that have received funding under the 
the Community Climate Action Programme.  Over €766,000 has been granted to 28
community groups.
 
In addition the Jubilee Walking Route has also been granted funding of €9,200 under the
Walks Scheme Development Fund

 

 Public Consultation Sessions on Community Safety 
 
It was great to see so many people availing of the recent public consultation sessions held across Co. Wicklow to have
their voices heard on community safety in their local areas. Thanks to the Wicklow Local Community Safety Partnership
team and Wicklow County Council for providing these valuable opportunities for community engagement and discussion.
 
Further public consultation sessions will be held during June:

Wednesday 10th June: Aras Lorcain, Arklow from 7 - 8.30pm
Monday 15th June: Kilian House Family Centre, Greystones  from 6 to 8.30pm.  Please not this session also includes
a public meeting of the Local Community Safety Partnership.

 

 

Some of the remaining Biodiversity Week Events in Co. Wicklow
 

Biodiversity Week may be coming to an end, but there are plenty of ways to stay involved all year round, from taking part in
citizen science projects to joining local environment or climate groups, to joining one of the uncoming Coastal Guided
Walks (see posters below), or simply getting out and enjoying the nature on our doorstep.

 
 

 

Some Other Events on around the County

 

National News

Find out more 

Upgrading Community Buildings Webinar
on Thursday 4th June from 1.15 - 1.45pm

 
This SEAI upcoming webinar will explore how community buildings are becoming key
drivers of energy efficiency, sustainability, and long-term local benefits.
 
The session will feature inspiring examples from Ballyphehane SEC and Graiguenamanagh
SEC, showcasing community-led retrofit projects including solar PV, insulation upgrades,
renewable heating systems, battery storage, and energy sharing initiatives.
 
These projects highlight how community spaces can deliver immediate energy savings
while supporting ambitious climate and sustainability goals for the future.

 

Find out more 

Showcasing Ireland Through the Lens of EU Funding
Closing Date Sunday 7th June

 
The “Our Ireland, Our EU” national photography competition is inviting people across
Ireland to capture and celebrate the real-life impact of EU co-funded projects in
communities nationwide.
 
The competition encourages creativity and citizen participation by highlighting how EU
funding is making a positive difference in everyday life across Ireland.
 
Organised by the Department of Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service Reform
and Digitalisation (DPER).

 

Find out more 

Explore Ireland in Numbers with CSO Infographics
 

If you have a spare few minutes take a look at the Central Statistics Office’s interactive
infographics, which provide an easy-to-understand overview of a wide range of topics
affecting life in Ireland today, from population and housing to employment, environment,
health and more.
 
The colourful and engaging visualisations are a great way to explore key facts, trends and
statistics at a glance.

 

Find out more 

Foundation Programme in Sexual Health Promotion
 
Applications are now open for the Foundation Programme in Sexual Health Promotion
(FPSHP), a free 6-day training programme for professionals working across health,
community, education and youth sectors.
 
The programme aims to support participants in building the skills, knowledge and
confidence to integrate sexual health promotion into their work.
 
The training will take place in Kildare Town over the months of September, October and
November 2026. Places are limited and early application is encouraged
 

 

Find out more 

Free Financial Literacy Programme Available
 
A free financial literacy initiative from the Irish League of Credit Unions (ILCU), delivered in
partnership with Alison, is now available to support individuals and communities across
Ireland.
 
The programme offers CPD accredited online courses covering budgeting, savings, credit
management, and scam awareness. The Programme is all self-paced and completely free
to access.
 
With many people feeling uncertain about their financial future, this initiative aims to help
build confidence, reduce financial stress, and improve financial wellbeing.
 
There is no administration involved for organisations, and local Credit Union support may
also be available where helpful.
 

previously listed ...

Find out more 

New National Campaign Highlights Role of LCDCs in Strengthening
Communities

 
A new national awareness campaign has been launched by Jerry Buttimer, Minister of
State with responsibility for Community Development and Charities, to highlight the vital
role played by Local Community Development Committees (LCDCs) across Ireland.
 
The campaign, titled “Our LCDCs – Building better communities together – le chéile”, aims
to increase public awareness of how LCDCs connect community groups with public bodies
to deliver coordinated, responsive, and impactful local services. Operating in every local
authority area, LCDCs support a wide range of programmes, including social inclusion
initiatives and community development strategies set out in Local Economic and
Community Plans.
 
Speaking at the launch in Cork City, Minister Buttimer emphasised the importance of
LCDCs in improving quality of life, noting their role in bringing organisations together to
better plan and deliver services tailored to local needs.
 
Coilín O’Reilly of the County and City Management Association welcomed the campaign,
highlighting LCDCs as a cornerstone of local democracy and community development.
Rebecca Loughry also noted the significance of the initiative in showcasing the impactful
work carried out by LCDCs nationwide.
 
Running for three weeks across radio, podcasts, print, and online platforms, the campaign
encourages community groups, clubs, and individuals to engage with their local LCDC and
explore available supports.

 

Find out more 

Age Friendly Awards 2026
Closing Date: Friday 29th May

 
Age Friendly Ireland has announced that the call for submissions to the 2026 National Age
Friendly Recognition and Achievement Awards is officially open.
 
This year’s awards ceremony will be hosted by Limerick City and County Council and will
take place at the Limerick Strand Hotel in Limerick on Thursday, 8th October 2026 .
 
Celebrating innovation across communities, the awards feature ten categories aligned with
the WHO Age Friendly Themes, including:

Housing
Transportation
Social Participation
Communication and Information
Outdoor Spaces and Buildings
…and more across health, inclusion, employment, and civic participation.

Organisers are seeking impactful and creative projects that improve the lives of older
people and can be shared or replicated nationally and locally .
 
Shortlisted entries will be visited by the judging panel between 20th July and 7th August
2026 and finalists will be invited to the official awards ceremony in October.

 

Find out more & Take the

Pledge

26 for '26 Pledge
Volunteer 26 hours in 2026

 
The United Nations General Assembly has proclaimed 2026 as the International Year of
Volunteers for Sustainable Development (IVY), promoting and recognising volunteerism as
a significant force for sustainable development.
 
International Volunteer Year 2026 (IVY 2026) invites us to celebrate and recognise the
incredible contributions of volunteers everywhere. It’s a moment to raise awareness, spark
conversations, and inspire even more people to get involved.
 
Every day, millions of people around the world take action, big and small, to make life better
for others and for their communities. Whether it’s mentoring youth, supporting local health
efforts, or responding to emergencies, volunteers drive meaningful change in communities.
Through their actions, volunteers become a force for achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals, connecting people, strengthening resilience, and creating lasting
impact.
 

Could you volunteer 26 hours during International Volunteer Year 2026?
 
That’s just over 2 hours per month! You could make a regular volunteering commitment;
volunteer at home on your own schedule; or even at once off events throughout the year.
Take the 26 for '26 pledge now! 

 

Consultations 

Have Your Say on Transport in Wicklow Town
on Saturday 23rd May at 10am

in Wicklow Town Library
 
The Wicklow Town Transport Coalition of Groups (C.O.G.) will hold a public meeting on
Saturday, 23rd May to provide updates on key transport and infrastructure issues raised at
the previous meeting in February.
 
Topics for discussion will include the adequacy of the Route 183 bus service around
Wicklow Town, progress on extending the DART to Wicklow Town, and the erosion of the
Murrough and its impact on rail services.
 
Members of Wicklow PPN and the wider community are warmly invited to attend, share
their views, and join the conversation on the future of transport in the area.
 

 

Have your Say

Local Planning Framework (development plan) for Arklow 
Closing Date: Friday 29th May at 5pm

 
Wicklow County Council is preparing a new Local Planning Framework (development plan)
for Arklow.
 
Proposed amendments to the Draft LPF that was published last year are now on display: 

All documentation is available online HERE
As well as in the below locations:

Wicklow County Council, County Buildings, Station Road, Wicklow Town
Arklow Municipal District Office, Castle Park
Arklow Library, Main Street 

HAVE YOUR SAY!   
 
Submissions and observations on the proposed changes, and associated environmental
reports, are invited from everyone – including children and groups representing children. 

 

Have your Say

LGBTQ+ Young People and Families National Survey
 

LGBTQ+ young people under the age of 18, along with parents and guardians of LGBTQ+
young people, are being invited to take part in an important national survey as part of the
CLEAR: Children’s LGBTQ+ Equality and Rights research project. The research is
commissioned by the Ombudsman for Children’s Office, carried out by University College
Cork, and supported by Belong To Youth Services.
 
For the first time, the study will examine how the rights of LGBTQ+ young people are being
upheld under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) by
consulting directly with young people themselves.
 
The survey is quick to complete, consisting of three main questions along with some profile
information. Feedback gathered will help provide a better understanding of the real-life
experiences of growing up LGBTQ+ in Ireland today and will help inform future policy and
supports.
 
Participants are encouraged to click the link to take part in the survey and ensure their
voices are heard.

 

Find out more

Arts Plan for Co. Wicklow Consultation
 
Wicklow County Council Arts Office is inviting artists, arts groups, festivals, stakeholders
and anyone interested in the arts in Wicklow to take part in the public consultation events
for the development of the new County Wicklow Arts Plan 2026–2030
 
Three public consultation meetings will be held:

one specifically in relation to arts capital and infrastructure development in the
Glenview Hotel on Thursday 4 June from 2 – 4pm. Register here.
general consultation meeting on Thursday 18 June in Arklow Library from 11am –
12:30pm. Register here.
general consultation meeting on Thursday 18 June in Blessington Library from 7 –
8.30pm. Register here.

Attendance is free, but advance registration is required
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Have your Say

Barriers to Accessing Bank Accounts for Small Community Groups
Closing Date: Saturday 31st October

 
Social Justice Ireland is an independent think tank and justice advocacy organisation that
advances the lives of people and communities through providing independent social
analysis and effective policy development to create a sustainable future for every member
of society and for society as a whole.
 
They are conducting a short survey to better understand how Community Groups access
basic financial services, and where gaps may exist. As Community Groups need a
dedicated bank account in order to receive grants and funding, by sharing your perspective,
you’ll contribute to research that aims to improve access to basic financial products for
community groups. The survey is quick, anonymous, and open to everyone.

 

Have your Say

Public Transport in Co. Wicklow
 
Wicklow Comhairle na nÓg (Council of the youth) would like to hear about your
experiences of using public transport. 
 
At their annual youth summit, young people in Wicklow reported lots of issues with public
transport and Comhairle na nÓg want to see the extent of the problem.
 
Share your thoughts by filling out their survey.

 

Have your Say

Community Food & Nutrition Survey – Bray & North Wicklow
Closing Date: Wednesday 10th June at midnight

 
Bray & North Wicklow Area Partnership (BNWAP), as part of the Sláintecare Healthy
Communities Programme, has launched a Community Food and Nutrition Survey in the
Bray and North Wicklow area.
 
The survey aims to understand local experiences of access to healthy and affordable food,
eating habits, and the impact of the cost of living and food poverty. The findings will help
inform local services and future planning.
 
Adults (18+) living in Bray or North Wicklow are invited to take part. The survey takes
around 15 minutes to complete, and participants can optionally enter a raffle to win one of
five prizes.
 
All responses are anonymous and handled in line with GDPR and data protection
requirements.

 

Consultation Hub

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
Let your Voice be Heard on local Plans and Schemes

 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow you to
submit observations on them.
 
Open Consultations - Let your Voice be Heard
 
Proposed Material Alterations - Proposed Variation / Draft Arklow Local Planning
Framework - Closing Date 29 May 2026 (5pm) 
 
PART 8 - Notice of PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT - N11 KILPEDDER ‘RAT-RUN’ ROAD
SAFETY IMPROVEMENT SCHEME - Closing Date: 12th June 2026
 
Part 8 - Attic Extension to 25 Kilbride Grove, Bray - Closing date 12 noon, Friday, 26th June
2026

 

Consultation Portal

 
Government of Ireland Public Consultations

 
There are a number of public consultations currently open that provide an important
opportunity for individuals and groups to Have your Say & Let your Voice be Heard
Consultations that may be of interest to our membership including for example:
 
Government Digital Wallet - Have your Say

 

Funding Opportunities

Find out more & Apply

Health and Wellbeing Special Draw
Closing Date: Sunday 24th May

 
The Benefact Group’s Movement for Good Health & Wellbeing Special Draw is now open,
giving 10 charities the chance to receive €5,000 each in support of their vital work.
 
This special draw recognises the incredible impact charities have in supporting health and
wellbeing within communities.
 
Supporters are encouraged to nominate their favourite health and wellbeing charities
today.
 

 

Find out more & Apply

LGBTQI+ Inclusive Rugby Community Fund
Closing Date: Sunday 24th May

 
The IRFU has launched the 2026 LGBTQI+ Inclusive Rugby Community Fund,
encouraging clubs across the Four Provinces to apply for support to host events that
celebrate diversity, inclusion, and community within rugby.
 
Building on the success of last year’s Pride-themed festivals and inclusive rugby events,
clubs are now invited to think creatively through festivals, open days, and community
engagement initiatives that help grow participation from LGBTQI+ communities.

 

Find out more & Register

Energy Community Funding online Information Session
on Wednesday 27th May from 2.30 - 3.30pm

 
South East Energy Agency is hosting this online information session on the 27th May for
Irish energy communities interested in applying to the European Energy Communities
Facility second call for proposals.
 
The initiative offers support including €45,000 grants and capacity-building opportunities
to help develop citizen-led energy projects across Europe.
 
The session will provide guidance on eligibility, the application process and how
communities can develop strong proposals.

 

Find out more & Apply

The Festivals Investment Scheme 2027 (Round 1)
Closing Date: Thursday 28th May

 
This scheme supports small to mid-scale festivals in delivering high quality arts
experiences for audiences, with a strong focus on programmes that are meaningful and
relevant to local communities or communities of interest.
 
Round 1 is open to festivals taking place between 1st January and 30th June 2027.
 
Funding bands:
• Band A: up to €10,000
• Band B: €10,001–€25,000
• Band C: €25,001–€45,000

 

Find out more & Apply

Wild Wonder Club Micro Grant Program
Closing Date: Friday 29th May

 
The Wild Wonder Foundation is dedicated to encouraging nature connection and
conservation through attention, curiosity, art, science, and community.
 
The Wild Wonder Club Micro Grant Program supports the establishment and growth of
Nature Journaling Clubs throughout the world. It supports individuals leading projects and
clubs that bring nature journaling to new audiences, especially those that are currently
underserved. 

 

Find out more & Apply

Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund
Closing Date: Saturday 30th May

 
The Fund has been established to provide targeted grants for individual species
conservation initiatives, recognise leaders in the field, and evelate the importance of
species within the broader conservation debate. 
 
Its focus in global, and eligibility for grants extends to all plant, animal and fungi
conservation efforts, without discrimination based on region or species.

 

Find out more & Apply

Disability Capital Fund Athletics Ireland
Closing Date: Wednesday 10th June

 
Athletics Ireland are inviting applications from clubs across the country working in the
area of disability & inclusion who are actively looking for new ideas and opportunities to
make their club open & accessible to people with disabilities.
 
The Disability Capital Support initiative aims to reduce the barriers to sports participation
for people with a disability through the provision of equipment and minor infrastructure.
 
The fund can be used to purchase a range of disability sports equipment and enabling
infrastructure including hoists, handrails, fittings, mats, wheelchairs, ramps, inclusive
sports equipment etc.

 

Find out more 

Working with Nature Awards
Closing Date Extended To: Thursday 11th June

 
The Powerscourt “Working with Nature” Awards recognises people (especially community
groups), small businesses and community projects across the country who have
contributed and are committed in any way to protecting nature.
 
Now in their second year, the awards highlight impactful work across three categories:
Biodiversity & Rewilding, Nature Media, and Nature Education & Wellbeing
 
Winners from each of the categories will receive:

A unique award meticulously crafted from hand-picked wood from Powerscourt
Estate.
A €500 bursary to be used towards their nature-based project.

The overall winner and ‘Outstanding Nature Protector’ will now also receive a place on the
prestigious ‘Leaders for Nature’ leadership programme (valued at €2,000), developed
by Common Purpose Ireland in partnership with Leave No Trace Ireland and Native
Events, alongside the Ultimate Powerscourt Experience prize package.

 

Find out more & Apply

ServiceNow Community Improvement Fund Ireland
Closing Date: Friday 19th June

 
ChangeX and ServiceNow are continuing to support communities across Ireland through
the ServiceNow Community Improvement Fund, helping nonprofits and schools take local
action on climate challenges.
 
Funding of up to €30,000 is available for water, solar, and nature-based community
projects that create sustainable and inclusive local impact. Applicants can submit their
own project ideas or apply to bring one of three proven climate initiatives to life in their
community.

 

Find out more & Nominate

AIB Community Fund
Nominate Now

 
The AIB Community €1 Million Fund enables customers, the public and employees to
support local charities that matter most to them, within their region. 
 
AIB will once again allocate €700,000 to charities chosen by its customers and the
community, while €300,000 will be donated to charities chosen by employees.
 
As they celebrate 60 years of AIB in 2026, they will be marking this milestone by
strengthening that commitment and adding an extra once-off €60,000 to the AIB
Community €1 Million Fund. This will provide an additional €10,000 per region, enabling
them to support even more local projects and initiatives in our communities.

 

Find out more

Power to Participate Fund 
Closing Date: Friday 26th June

 
The €750,000 fund will support Disabled Persons’ Organisations (DPOs) and eligible Civil
Society Organisations to strengthen advocacy, participation and engagement with
Government, helping ensure disabled people’s voices are included in shaping policies and
services.
 
Funding can support assistive technology, training, governance and organisational
development.
 
An online information session will take place on Wednesday 3rd June from 2:30pm–4pm
via Zoom, with ISL interpretation available. If you wish to attend this information session,
please email: disabilitygrantfunds@dcde.gov.ie

 

Find out more 

Skills for Tomorrow Fund Call to Support Inclusive Employment Pathways
Closing Date Monday 29th June at 1pm

 
The Skills for Tomorrow Fund, a €1.5 million, 2.5-year initiative supported by Deloitte
Ireland and the Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht
through the Dormant Accounts Fund, is now open for applications.
 
The fund will support innovative, evidence-based projects that help individuals and
communities experiencing marginalisation access meaningful pathways to employment
and participate more fully in the future world of work. It will also support organisations to
address structural disadvantage while promoting inclusive economic participation.
 
Two strands of funding are available, focused on youth and adult-centred initiatives
respectively. Projects will also be encouraged to explore how artificial intelligence and
data-driven approaches can strengthen efficiency and increase social impact.
 
Up to five projects will be awarded grants of between €150,000 and €187,500, alongside
non-financial supports including participation in Rethink Ireland’s Accelerator Programme,
capacity-building supports, and access to networks.

 

Find out more 

SPAR and EUROSPAR Community Fund Supporting Local Sports Clubs
Closing Date: Wednesday 8th July

 
The SPAR and EUROSPAR Community Fund 2026 has been launched, offering a total of
€60,000 in funding to support local sports clubs across Ireland. Proud partners of Team
Ireland, SPAR and EUROSPAR are seeking clubs that are “hungry for success” and
making a positive impact in their communities.
 
The fund will award 30 clubs with grants of €2,000 each, supporting initiatives such as
new equipment, facility improvements, and development projects that help clubs grow and
thrive.

 

Find out more & Apply

LAWPRO Small Grants and Events Scheme
Closing Date: Friday 18th December

 
This grants scheme is for community groups to apply for small scale initiatives and events
outside of LAWPRO’s targeted open calls. It covers events such as World Wetland Day,
Biodiversity Week, Science Week, etc. It may also be used for small awareness raising
initiatives such as surveys and plans, citizen science, hosting a meeting, workshops, litter
pick, publications, biodiversity signage, or other such small scale initiatives.
 
Applications must have a water quality or water awareness focus.
 
Please do not use this application form to apply for events to be hosted during
Heritage Week (August 15th to 23rd 2026). A separate application process for Heritage
Week grants will be advertised at a later date and well in advance of Heritage Week 2026.
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Find out more & Apply

Sustainability Step-up Fund
Closing Date: Thursday 28th May at 1pm

 
Information webinars (application clinics) will take place on the 7th May

and the 19th May at 10am for anyone interested in applying.
 
Social innovators across Ireland are being supported to grow their impact and tackle the
climate crisis through the Sustainability Step-Up Fund. This is a €1.5 million, two-year
initiative backed by Zurich in Ireland and the Department of Rural and Community
Development and the Gaeltacht.
 
The fund is open to grassroots organisations, community-led initiatives, social enterprises
and non-profits working to build resilience, promote sustainability, support the circular
economy and ensure a fair green transition for all. Both established groups ready to scale
and newer initiatives looking to step up are encouraged to apply.
 
Up to five projects will receive funding of up to €210,000 each, along with valuable non-
financial supports including training, tailored capacity building and access to networks. 

 

Find out more

One World Week Seed Fund
Closing Date: Friday 5th June at 5pm 

 
The National Youth Council of Ireland’s (NYCI) OWW Seed Fund is an exciting
opportunity for youth organisations to explore an aspect of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), and to connect your work locally with issues, and events globally. In other
words, to connect young people’s personal experiences with their community and the
wider world. 
 
Project implementation should take place between June 30th – 28th August 2026 
 
Successful applicants will receive a grant of up to €400 and free training with the Youth
2030 expert team to support you in delivering a young person-centred project on issues
relating to our global world. This funding is to support projects in the non-formal youth
work education sector. 

 

Local Environment Action Fund
More Details to Follow

 
A new funding opportunity for local groups is coming soon
 
The Local Environment Action Fund 2026 will be opening shortly, offering support to
community initiatives across Wicklow.
 
This fund is the result of a partnership between County and City Management Association
(CCMA) and IPB Insurance.
 
The fund aims to empower Tidy Towns and other voluntary community groups to take
meaningful action to enhance their local environment through impactful community-driven
projects, collaborating with community stakeholder.
 
Groups are encouraged to start thinking about potential projects and to keep an eye on
Wicklow County Council social media channels, as well as our own, for full details on
eligibility, application information, and the closing date.
 
Don’t miss this chance to support and grow your local community.

 

Find out more 

Community Services Programme
Closing Date: Preliminary Stage Applications due by Friday 8th May.  Final

Applications due by Friday 28th August
 
Minister Jerry Buttimer TD has announced that applications are now open for the
Community Services Programme (CSP), supporting community-based organisations that
deliver local services and create employment in disadvantaged areas.
 
The programme, administered by Pobal, currently supports over 420 organisations and is
now open to new entrants, offering funding for staff positions to help organisations meet
local needs and strengthen communities.

 

Find out more 

 Community Centres Investment Fund - Refurbishment Grant
Closing Date: Monday 13th July 

 
Ensure your group is registered on the online portal ahead of applications opening in May.
 
This capital fund of €25 million is providing funding for the improvement and
refurbishment of existing community centres in both urban and rural areas.
Funding is being made available under 2 Categories, with grants of between €10,000 and
€100,000 available:

Category 1: Small scale projects and improvements to facilities – €10,000 to
€25,000
Category 2: Larger scale projects – €25,001 to €100,000

The Portal for online application will open on May 29th, 2026, at My Pobal Portal and will
remain open until the 13th July.
 
Potential applicants are encouraged to register on the application portal in advance of this
date.

 

Find out more 

Tidy Towns Competition & Special Awards
Closing Date for Special Awards: Monday 8th June

 
In place since 1958, the competition, administered by the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht and sponsored by SuperValu, continues to be
one of the most recognised sustainable, environmental and community initiatives in the
country.
 
There are almost 1,000 active TidyTowns groups, and last year saw a record 929 entries
to the SuperValu TidyTowns competition. This saw over 30,000 volunteers giving up over
1 million hours of their time, all year round, to come together to make our communities
cleaner, brighter and more vibrant places.
 
Its success benefits towns, villages and communities all over Ireland in real and
meaningful ways, making them more attractive and sustainable places for everyone.

 

Department Website

Wicklow County Council

Website

Clár Funding Scheme
Closing Date:

Measure 1 – EOIs to Wicklow County Council by Tuesday 9th June
Measure 2 – Apply directly to the Department by Friday 22nd May

 
Please note:  the CLÁR scheme area in Co. Wicklow has been expanded to include
Shillelagh and Carnew areas.  The full list of Electoral areas covered by the scheme in the
County are as follows:

Ballinacor
Ballinguile
Ballybet
Carnew
Collballintaggart
Imaal North
Kilpipe
Lugglass
Shillelagh

This year’s programme includes:

Measure 1: Developing Community Facilities & Amenities – supporting the
enhancement of community spaces (apply through your Local Authority)
Measure 2: Mobility, Cancer Care, Community First Responder & Meals on Wheels
Transport – funding for vehicles and transport supports (apply directly to the
Department by 22nd May 2026)
Measure 3: ‘Our Living Islands’

For Measure 1, groups should contact Wicklow County Council for application details and
deadlines, as each Local Authority manages its own process.
This is a great opportunity to support vital community services and improve local facilities,
especially with more areas in Wicklow now eligible.
 
PLEASE NOTE: The Community Safety Plan Public Consultation session which will be
held in St. Brigid's Hall, Carnew on Wednesday 6th May at 7.30pm will also include an
Information Session on the CLÁR Funding Programme 2026.  This session is open to
all.
 

 

Visit our website

Wicklow PPN Funding & Events Calendar
 

Remember to check out our calendar for details of funding opportunities on our website.
 
You can also access some support resources on making funding applications.
 
Best of luck with your funding applications!

 

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
 

We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.
 

Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.
 

Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject
'Unsubscribe'.

 
 

 
County Wicklow Public Participation Network

C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
 

T: Alice - 086 837 4227
T: Helen - 087 189 5145

T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
 

E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie

 

https://www.facebook.com/CWPPN
https://www.instagram.com/cowicklowppn
https://countywicklowppn.ie/represent/committees/wcc-planning-development-strategic-policy-committee/
https://countywicklowppn.ie/
https://countywicklowppn.ie/about/secretariat/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4-jn2oXfftXUruxgII-jHg
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/News-Events/community-led-accessibility-audit-takes-place-in-tinahely
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/News-Events/2026-greystones-municipal-district-people-of-the-year-awards
https://cruinniu.gov.ie/events/location/wicklow/
https://media.beefree.cloud/pub/bfra/3kgsoyox/hgf/xil/gg7/Funding%20allocation%202026.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/press-releases/minister-calleary-announces-over-485000-to-upgrade-walking-and-hiking-trails-across-rural-ireland/
https://biodiversityireland.ie/projects/citizen-science/
https://countywicklowppn.ie/participate/members-directory/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/a7e2d72b-3638-4f25-b553-d4d9ffce04cc@f664e346-d6fb-43e5-85ba-8c0408102355?mc_cid=b03536ba7b&mc_eid=75f36c7766&fbclid=IwY2xjawR9HMRleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEzQkxMRndjbUkxUzMxc05Rc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHj5bmWUP1QwQeBJGkcmiONZ5BJyr_MWTOtltshCEvTWw1FvzoVpeWBxx5dYO_aem_dE2sAiUWioSm_WlanBS1xw
https://eufunds.ie/photo-competition/
https://www.cso.ie/en/interactivezone/visualisationtools/infographics/
https://media.beefree.cloud/pub/bfra/3kgsoyox/cv1/8ao/6dd/Foundation%20Programme%20in%20Sexual%20Health.pdf
https://media.beefree.cloud/pub/bfra/3kgsoyox/5sx/xie/3oq/Financial%20Literacy%20Training%20Initiative.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/press-releases/minister-jerry-buttimer-launches-new-national-campaign-to-highlight-the-role-of-local-community-development-committees-lcdcs/
https://agefriendlyireland.ie/national-age-friendly-recognition-and-achievement-awards/current-year/
https://www.volunteer.ie/international-volunteer-year-2026/26for26/
https://arklow-lap-wicklow.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Planning/Development-Plans-Strategies/Local-Area-Town-Settlement-Plans/Arklow/Arklow-Local-Planning-Framework-Variation-to-the-Wicklow-County-Development-Plan-2022-2028/Proposed-Material-Alterations
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=pVz-Rm-GQk6S6e2HhiRVRWwD0EdU-nxPgmWs7s3awNJUOVU3TzQ1MUY1RVdWS1kzWURHRkxHSU9JSC4u&route=shorturl&fbclid=IwY2xjawR8-QRleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEzQkxMRndjbUkxUzMxc05Rc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlsdLlsG8K0SJMUCLs_tKM62Gnb8MgzmbDFSA4opW_OpRf5sbFTHHP15jLYy_aem_wpmlf_oOAvSjhuL6F3jIuw
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Arts-Heritage-Archives/Arts/Arts-Plan-2026-2030
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/arts-plan-for-co-wicklow-2026-2030-arts-capital-infrastructure-meeting-tickets-1989389654008?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/arts-plan-for-co-wicklow-2026-2030-consultation-meeting-arklow-tickets-1989536389899?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/arts-plan-for-co-wicklow-2026-2030-consultation-meeting-blessington-tickets-1989537061909?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FVCFB9S
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXBsPCqqW8oUQg4pFIyziKGNIfd48FPvmO0POE7j2X8BQaMQ/viewform
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=5tA-NKEZCkGG3BnI89UEghxlOAXnt6JNirlcTAFP97ZURDhUT0tFQTk2TzVGQzFTQkNMVUdEUlhPUi4u
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/ConsultationHub
https://arklow-lap-wicklow.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Online-Consultation-Hub/NOTICE-OF-PROPOSED-DEVELOPMENT-N11-KILPEDDER-RAT-RUN-ROAD-SAFETY-IMPROVEMENT-SCHEME
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Online-Consultation-Hub/NOTICE-OF-PROPOSED-DEVELOPMENT-N11-KILPEDDER-RAT-RUN-ROAD-SAFETY-IMPROVEMENT-SCHEME
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Online-Consultation-Hub/Part-8-Attic-Extension-to-25-Kilbride-Grove-Bray
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultations/?q=&sort_by=published_date&status=open
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-public-expenditure-infrastructure-public-service-reform-and-digitalisation/campaigns/welcome-to-the-government-digital-wallet/
https://movementforgood.com/draws/special/health-wellbeing
https://www.irishrugby.ie/2026/05/13/clubs-invited-to-apply-for-lgbtqi-inclusive-rugby-community-fund/
https://southeastenergy.ie/event/european-energy-communities-facility-call-for-proposals-info-session/
https://artscouncil.ie/funding-opportunities/festivals-investment-scheme-round-1/
https://www.wildwonder.org/grants
https://www.speciesconservation.org/biodiversity-nature-people/conservation-philanthropy/grants/
https://www.athleticsireland.ie/club-disability-capital-support-fund-2026-open-for-applications/
https://powerscourt.com/workingwithnature
https://www.changex.org/ie/funds/servicenow-ireland
https://aib.ie/community-fund
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-and-equality/publications/power-to-participate-strengthening-stakeholder-engagement-fund-2026/
mailto:disabilitygrantfunds@dcde.gov.ie
https://rethinkireland.ie/current_fund/skills-for-tomorrow-fund/
https://form.jotform.com/261043933538054
https://consult.watersandcommunities.ie/en/content/lawpro-small-grants-and-events-scheme-2026
https://rethinkireland.ie/current_fund/sustainability-step-up-fund/
https://www.youth.ie/programmes/projects-initiatives/one-world-week/one-world-week-seed-fund/
https://www.pobal.ie/programmes/community-services-programme-csp/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/services/community-centres-investment-fund/#community-centres-investment-fund-2026-refurbishment-grant
https://myportal.pobal.ie/SignIn?ReturnUrl=%2F
https://www.tidytowns.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/policy-information/cl%C3%A1r-funding-for-small-scale-rural-projects/#clar-programme-for-2026
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Community/Community-Funding-Support/Community-Enhancement-Programme-2018
https://countywicklowppn.ie/funding-events/
https://countywicklowppn.ie/county-wicklow-ppn-news/
mailto:info@countywicklowppn.ie

