
 
 

Let your Voice be Heard &
Make a Real Difference!

 
 
 

News Update: Friday 1st May 2026
Hi everyone 
 
We were delighted to attend the Community Safety Event held in the Arklow Bay Hotel on
Wednesday 29th. It was a really positive and engaging networking event, and a valuable
opportunity to hear so many voices coming together on such an important issue for our
communities. The discussions highlighted just how much shared commitment there is to
building safer, stronger, and more connected places for everyone.
 
As the Local Community Safety Plan continues to be developed, we would strongly
encourage members to take part in the public consultation sessions being held across the
county, or to complete the online survey. Every voice matters, and the feedback received
will play a key role in shaping the final plan. Full details can be found in the Consultation
section of this newsletter.
 
We issued a call for Representative nominations to a number of committees this week
Member groups are invited to submit nominations.  More details on the vacant seats are
included in the PPN News Section below.
 
We would also like to remind member groups who have not yet re-registered to please do
so as soon as possible. This ensures you continue to receive important updates and
remain fully represented by your PPN Representatives.
 
Finally, we are really looking forward to our Mid-Year Members Gathering, which will take
place in a member group venue, the Arklow Arts Centre on Saturday 13th June. It
promises to be a great day, and we are especially excited to come together in such a
beautiful space surrounded by inspiring local art.
 
Wishing you all a lovely May long weekend 🌼

To catch up on all the news
scroll through our news

update sections:
 

PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 
 

Looking promising for a
good crop of apples!

PPN News

Cliff Walk Committee 

Reports from PPN Representatives - Bray to Greystones Cliff Walk
Management Committee

 
Thanks to our two PPN Representatives on the Bray to Greystones Cliff Walk Management
Committee.  Their Submission to the Committee was agreed and adopted unanimously. 
We have also received a committee agreed report from their last meeting held on
Wednesday 22nd April.
 
Click on the link opposite to access both the submission and the agreed report.

 

Find out more

Call for Nominations for Vacant PPN Representative Seats
Closing Date for Nominations: Monday 18th May at 9am

Wicklow PPN currently has a number of vacant Representative seats that we would
encourage people to consider putting their names forward for. All member groups will have
received an email on Thursday (30th April) with details of the Rep positions.

If you or a member of your group is interested in any of the positions listed below, please
do contact us via email or phone. Even if your group’s PPN pillar is not the same as the
pillar for the seat or if your groups membership status is Associate rather than Full, we
would be delighted to hear from you.
 
Vacant Seats are as follows:

Co Wicklow Children & Young People Services Committee
County Wicklow Volunteer Centre
Sustainable Mobility (T/a Local Link Carlow, Kilkenny & Wicklow)
Wicklow Heritage Forum
Community and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee (Env Pillar)
Wicklow PPN Secretariat (Greystones MD)

Click on the button opposite to find out more about being a PPN Rep, the specific seats
currently vacant and to access nomination forms.

 

Action Needed: Re-Register Your Group with Wicklow PPN
Don’t miss out - make sure your group stays registered and represented.

 
If your group hasn’t re-registered yet, please do so as soon as possible.
 
Re-registration emails have been sent to the primary contacts of all member groups, please check your inbox (and spam
folder just in case). The process is quick, takes just a couple of minutes, and your group could even win!

 

Community Safety Partnership Event 
Arklow Bay Hotel on Wednesday 29th April

 
Some photographs from the Event

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our Funding  & Events Calendar, Funding Resource, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th May 2026.  Minutes
from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our 10th Anniversary Messages, Sustainable Development Goals Animation, our
series of Wellbeing videos (Super Charge Your Self-care) and more.

Local News

Arklow Celebrates National Recognition as an Autism Friendly Town
Congratulations to all involved

 

Find out more

Wicklow’s first-ever Visibility & Kudos Awards 2026
Closing Date for Nomination: Sunday 10th May at 1pm

 
Hosted by Dignity Partnership in collaboration with Wicklow County Council’s Local
Authority Integration Team, Wicklow Partnership’s Community Connection Project, and
Wicklow Volunteer Centre.
 
Now in its 6th year, this is the first time the awards will honour individuals and groups
across Wicklow. The 2026 theme, “Honouring Lived Experience,” shines a light on those
who are courageously visible in their communities, helping to make Wicklow a more
inclusive and welcoming place for all.
 
The awards ceremony will take place on Saturday, 13th June (1:30–4:30pm) - save the
date!
 
Nominations are open to individuals or groups aged 18+ living anywhere in County
Wicklow, including:

People with lived experience of seeking protection, refugee status, or temporary
protection
New migrants and their communities
Local individuals making a positive difference through everyday actions

Nominees can come from all walks of life, and recognition is for genuine, voluntary
contributions — those who give their time, energy, and compassion to support integration
and inclusion across Wicklow.
 
This is a chance to recognise the quiet champions in our towns and villages — those who
make others feel seen, heard, and valued.
 
Let’s celebrate the people who are already making Wicklow a more connected and
inclusive county.

 

Find out more

Darkness Into Light 2026
on Saturday 9th May at 4.15am 

at venues across the County
 
Organised by Pieta, this annual 5km sunrise walk is held in locations across Co. Wicklow,
Ireland and internationally, bringing people together to support mental health and raise
awareness of suicide and self-harm prevention.
 
Participation is open to anyone who would like to take part, whether by joining an organised
walk or taking part independently. Funds raised contribute to Pieta’s free services for those
in need.

 

Conservation of Nesting Swifts in Wicklow - Groups invited to get involved
 

Swifts are returning from Africa to nest in around 25 towns and villages across Wicklow. Volunteer groups, including Tidy
Towns committees, are invited to take part in local conservation efforts to protect these important birds.
 
Activities include mapping Swift nests, observing local populations, managing and installing nest boxes, and raising
awareness in the community. Guidance and support will be provided by the 2026 County Wicklow Swift Project.
 
Groups interested in taking part or learning more can contact oran@irishgardenbirds.ie

Sand Martins Return to the Greystones Coast
 
Some member groups in the Greystones area have noted the return of sand martins to the
coastal cliffs.
 
Despite erosion affecting parts of their previous nesting sites, these migratory birds have
come back to the area. Numbers may still be lower than last year, although this is yet to be
confirmed.
 
To support their nesting and recovery, it is important to minimise disturbance. Dogs should
be kept on leads in the vicinity, and visitors are encouraged to observe the birds from a
respectful distance.
 
Allowing space for sand martins to settle and rebuild will help protect this important local
wildlife population.

 

 Food Related News

previously listed ...

 Some Local Events

Find out more & Register

 

 

More about DISC

Dog Owners Urged to Consider Vulnerable Groups
 
Wicklow County Council Disability & Inclusion Steering Committee (DISC) Campaign
 
Dog waste carries harmful bacteria and parasites, which can be especially dangerous for
people with disabilities, children, and those with compromised immune systems.
 
For more information on Dog Control click HERE

 

Mr Sands Youth Theatre is Seeking a Volunteer
 
Mr Sands Youth Theatre is seeking a volunteer administrator to assist with administrative
tasks.
 
Duties will include:

Communicating with parents of members via email
Coordinating with Artistic Director and providing assistance where requested
Fielding questions etc. with parents
Ensuring prompt submission of grant applications, governance documents, and
annual dues to partner organisations
Keeping track of any important deadlines
Forwarding invoices to treasurer for payment
Keeping track of member contact details and payments
Making updates to our website

3 hours of work per week required
Contact: mr.sandsyouththeatre@gmail.com

 

National News

Find out more 

See Her Elected Workshop for Women Considering Local Elections
on Tuesday 5th May at 1pm

 
With less than 36 months until the 2029 Local Elections, now is the time to explore what it
takes to run.
 
Join this FREE one-hour lunchtime workshop, hosted by See Her Elected (SHE), for a
lively and honest introduction to the essentials of building a local election campaign - A new
Top 50 List highlights practical steps women can take to begin their journey.
 
SHE is a programme of Longford Women’s Link, supporting women to achieve their
potential in a safe and equal society. Learn more: https://www.lwl.ie/
 
Now active in every county, and funded by the Department of Housing, Local Government
and Heritage, the programme continues to support women across Ireland.

 

Find out more & Get

Involved

National Biodiversity Week 
Friday 15th - Sunday 24th May

 
National Biodiversity Week is returning this May, offering communities across Ireland a
chance to celebrate and reconnect with nature before events kick off.
 
This annual nationwide initiative features a wide range of free events, activities and
workshops designed to showcase Ireland’s rich wildlife and natural heritage.
 
Organised by the Irish Environmental Network, Biodiversity Week brings together local
groups, experts and communities to inspire action and raise awareness about the
importance of protecting biodiversity.
 
From guided walks and talks to family-friendly activities and online events, there is
something for everyone—making it easy to get involved, learn something new, and explore
the natural world on your doorstep.
 
Communities are encouraged to check out what’s happening locally and take part in events
in their area.
 
The Native Woodland Trust are also organising events during Biodiversity Week.  Find out
more HERE.

 

Find out more 

Age Friendly Awards 2026
Closing Date: Friday 29th May

 
Age Friendly Ireland has announced that the call for submissions to the 2026 National Age
Friendly Recognition and Achievement Awards is officially open.
 
This year’s awards ceremony will be hosted by Limerick City and County Council and will
take place at the Limerick Strand Hotel in Limerick on Thursday, 8th October 2026 .
 
Celebrating innovation across communities, the awards feature ten categories aligned with
the WHO Age Friendly Themes, including:

Housing
Transportation
Social Participation
Communication and Information
Outdoor Spaces and Buildings
…and more across health, inclusion, employment, and civic participation.

Organisers are seeking impactful and creative projects that improve the lives of older
people and can be shared or replicated nationally and locally .
 
Shortlisted entries will be visited by the judging panel between 20th July and 7th August
2026 and finalists will be invited to the official awards ceremony in October.

 

Find out more 

National Heritage Week 2026 - Get Involved
 
National Heritage Week Ireland 2026 will take place from the 15th–23rd August. This year
communities are invited to explore: “Heritage At Risk.”
 
If you are planning to host an event but not sure where to start? Free online training
sessions are available to help bring ideas to life:

Tuesday 5th May at 11am
Wednesday 13th May at 7pm

These sessions are a great opportunity to gain practical advice and inspiration for creating
a meaningful Heritage Week event.
 
Get involved and help shine a light on the heritage that matters most.

 

Find out more 

Fieldwork Supervisor Opportunities: Expressions of Interest Open
 
Maynooth University is inviting expressions of interest from practitioners interested in
becoming Fieldwork Supervisors for Community Work and Youth Work students on its
Bachelor and Masters of Social Science programmes.
 
They are keen to connect with professionally qualified community and youth workers with at
least three years’ post-qualification experience. If you meet the criteria and are passionate
about supporting the next generation of practitioners, this is a valuable opportunity to get
involved.
 
Eligible applicants will be invited to attend an online Fieldwork Supervisor Training Session
on 26th May 2026 (10:00–13:00).
 
Expressions of interest can be submitted via the online form (closing date: 10th May).

 

Find out more 

New National Campaign Highlights Role of LCDCs in Strengthening
Communities

 
A new national awareness campaign has been launched by Jerry Buttimer, Minister of
State with responsibility for Community Development and Charities, to highlight the vital
role played by Local Community Development Committees (LCDCs) across Ireland.
 
The campaign, titled “Our LCDCs – Building better communities together – le chéile”, aims
to increase public awareness of how LCDCs connect community groups with public bodies
to deliver coordinated, responsive, and impactful local services. Operating in every local
authority area, LCDCs support a wide range of programmes, including social inclusion
initiatives and community development strategies set out in Local Economic and
Community Plans.
 
Speaking at the launch in Cork City, Minister Buttimer emphasised the importance of
LCDCs in improving quality of life, noting their role in bringing organisations together to
better plan and deliver services tailored to local needs.
 
Coilín O’Reilly of the County and City Management Association welcomed the campaign,
highlighting LCDCs as a cornerstone of local democracy and community development.
Rebecca Loughry also noted the significance of the initiative in showcasing the impactful
work carried out by LCDCs nationwide.
 
Running for three weeks across radio, podcasts, print, and online platforms, the campaign
encourages community groups, clubs, and individuals to engage with their local LCDC and
explore available supports.

 

Find out more 

Street Feast 2026
  23rd & 24th May

 
Get together with your neighbours to share food and enjoy some conversation and
camaraderie. It doesn’t matter if you live in an apartment or house, all you need is a space
to bring people together. Feasts have been organised in front gardens, on streets and
greens, in car parks, laneways, local parks and community centres.
 
Register to host your Street Feast and received a pack to get you started.

 

Sharing Newsletters & Updates
 

Click HERE to access the IEN May Newsletter
 
Click HERE to access the CHEER (Co-production: Helping Everyone Engage in Recover)
Update from the HSE Dublin South & Wicklow IHA.

previously listed ...

Find out more 

World Water Day 'My Favourite Waterbody' Photo Competition
Closing Date: Friday 22nd May

 
The Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) is inviting entries for the 2026 World
Water Day ‘My Favourite Waterbody’ Photo Competition.
 
Open to all across Ireland, the competition encourages people to capture and share images
of their favourite rivers, lakes, streams, or coastal spots, along with a short note explaining
why they are special.
 
The overall winner will receive a €550 voucher for Sheen Falls Lodge, with additional prizes
for runners-up. Winning entries will also be featured in LAWPRO’s 2027 calendar.
 
This is a great opportunity to celebrate and showcase the waterbodies that connect and
sustain communities across Ireland.

 

Find out more

Toolkit for Starting a Womens Shed
 
Thinking about starting a Women’s Shed in your community?
 
Contact Women’s Sheds of Ireland to receive a free toolkit and guidance, just send an
email to main@womensshedsireland.com to get started.

 

Find out more & Take the

Pledge

26 for '26 Pledge
Volunteer 26 hours in 2026

 
The United Nations General Assembly has proclaimed 2026 as the International Year of
Volunteers for Sustainable Development (IVY), promoting and recognising volunteerism as
a significant force for sustainable development.
 
International Volunteer Year 2026 (IVY 2026) invites us to celebrate and recognise the
incredible contributions of volunteers everywhere. It’s a moment to raise awareness, spark
conversations, and inspire even more people to get involved.
 
Every day, millions of people around the world take action, big and small, to make life better
for others and for their communities. Whether it’s mentoring youth, supporting local health
efforts, or responding to emergencies, volunteers drive meaningful change in communities.
Through their actions, volunteers become a force for achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals, connecting people, strengthening resilience, and creating lasting
impact.
 

Could you volunteer 26 hours during International Volunteer Year 2026?
 
That’s just over 2 hours per month! You could make a regular volunteering commitment;
volunteer at home on your own schedule; or even at once off events throughout the year.
Take the 26 for '26 pledge now! 

 

Find out more

National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA)
Free literacy, numeracy and digital skills supports

 
NALA provides a wide range of free workbooks designed to support the development of
reading, writing, maths and digital skills. They also offer free online training sessions to
build confidence and capacity in these areas.
 
These resources and training opportunities are available to adult education centres and
not-for-profit organisations working with adults who may need support with literacy,
numeracy or digital skills.

 

Find out more

Invasive Species Week 2026
 
From the 22nd to the 28th June, organisations will come together to raise awareness about
invasive species and the simple actions we can all take to help prevent their spread.
 
Each day will focus on a different theme including volunteering and recording, Check Clean
Dry, Be Plant Wise and Be Pet Wise, with the weekend encouraging everyone to take part.
 
Groups & Organisations are encouraged to start thinking about how they might get
involved: whether that’s hosting a talk, organising a walk, sharing information online, or
running a local awareness event.
 
More details and a full events calendar will be shared soon. In the meantime, organisations
planning an event can get in touch at invasives@biodiversityireland.ie to have their
activities highlighted.

 

Consultations 

Have your Say

Barriers to Accessing Bank Accounts for Small Community Groups
Closing Date: Saturday 31st October

 
Social Justice Ireland is an independent think tank and justice advocacy organisation that
advances the lives of people and communities through providing independent social
analysis and effective policy development to create a sustainable future for every member
of society and for society as a whole.
 
They are conducting a short survey to better understand how Community Groups access
basic financial services, and where gaps may exist. As Community Groups need a
dedicated bank account in order to receive grants and funding, by sharing your perspective,
you’ll contribute to research that aims to improve access to basic financial products for
community groups. The survey is quick, anonymous, and open to everyone.

 

Have your Say

Public Transport in Co. Wicklow
 
Wicklow Comhairle na nÓg (Council of the youth) would like to hear about your
experiences of using public transport. 
 
At their annual youth summit, young people in Wicklow reported lots of issues with public
transport and Comhairle na nÓg want to see the extent of the problem.
 
Share your thoughts by filling out their survey.

 

Have Your Say on Community Safety
See Posters below for details of the Online Survey & Local Consultations Sessions

 
Wicklow Local Community Safety Partnership is inviting the public to have their say and help shape a safer community.
 
A series of public consultation meetings will take place across the county this May and June, offering an opportunity for
residents to share their views, raise concerns, and contribute ideas.  All are welcome to attend and make their voices
heard.  Please note that the event in Carnew also includes an information session on the CLÁR 2026 Funding.
 
You can also contribute to this consultation via the online session see QR code below or click HERE.

 

Local Community

Have your say

Local Business

Have your say

Decarbonising Zone (DZ) Review
Arklow is the DZ in County Wicklow

Closing Date Extended to Tuesday 5th May
 

Community and voluntary groups, alongside local businesses in Arklow are invited to take
part in an interim review being carried out on behalf of the European Spatial Planning
Observation Network. 
 
DZs are designed to encourage innovation and collaboration with local stakeholder, and the
review is seeking direct input from those living and working in Arklow.
 
Separate questionnaires for community and voluntary groups and for businesses, with both
English and Irish language options are available.
 
The review will also include a series of case studies over the coming months and is due for
completion in November 2026.
 
Community groups and businesses in the Arklow DZ are strongly encouraged to take part
and share their views.

 

Find out more &

Have your say

Material alterations to the Proposed Variation of the Wicklow County
Development Plan 2022-2028 / Draft Arklow Local Planning Framework

(LPF)
Closing Date: Friday 29th May at 5pm

 
Submissions and observations on the proposed changes, and associated environmental
reports, are invited from everyone – including children and groups representing children.
 
All documentation is available online at: https://www.wicklow.ie/.../Proposed-Material-
Alterations
 
As well as in the below locations:
• Wicklow County Council, County Buildings, Station Road, Wicklow Town
• Arklow Municipal District Office, Castle Park
• Arklow Library, Main Street
 
Submission can be made online or by post to Proposed Variation/Draft ARK LPF,
Administrative Officer, Planning Section, Wicklow County Council, Station Road, Wicklow
Town.

 

Research Call – Former Young Carers Wanted
 
A Master’s student from Utrecht University and former volunteer with Family Carers Ireland
is inviting participants to take part in an important research study.
 
The study explores the experiences of adults who grew up as young carers in Ireland and
the Netherlands, looking at how they reflect on that time in their lives, including whether
they felt recognised, supported, and connected.
 
Adults (18+) who provided care to a family member during childhood or adolescence
across areas such as illness, disability, mental health, addiction, or other needs are
encouraged to take part.
 
To get involved email a.evans1@students.uu.nl  

 

Find out more

Census of Social Enterprise in Ireland
 
Social enterprises across Ireland are being encouraged to take part in the latest Census of
Social Enterprise in Ireland before the upcoming closing date.
 
Delivered on behalf of the Department of Rural and Community Development and the
Gaeltacht by Amárach Research, in partnership with Social Enterprise Republic of Ireland
(SERI), this important national survey aims to build a clearer picture of the sector. The
findings will play a key role in shaping future policy and supports, ensuring government
decisions are informed by a strong and reliable evidence base.
 
This marks the second national data collection exercise of its kind, following the first census
published in 2023. All information provided will be used strictly for research and policy
purposes, and no individual organisation will be identifiable in the results.
 
The project is due for completion by the end of the year, with findings set to be announced
at the National Social Enterprise Conference 2026.

previously listed ...

Have your Say

The Wheel - Sector Skills Survey
Closing Date: Thursday 5th May at 5pm

 
The Wheel is carrying out research into skills and training needs in the community and
voluntary sector workforce. The survey aims to get a clear and up-to-date picture of the
experience and impact of accessing skills and training, throughout the sector. This will
support the development of relevant trainings and advocacy on behalf of the 281,000
strong workforce delivering for Ireland’s communities every day.  
 
The survey asks you to take 10 minutes to answer 25 short questions. 
If you're a decision maker (i.e. CEO, General Manager, Learning and Development or
Human Resources), it will take a little more time, around 25 minutes.  
 
As a token of appreciation, The Wheel will be giving away three free places on half-day
workshops. 

 

Have your Say

Community Food & Nutrition Survey – Bray & North Wicklow
Closing Date: Wednesday 10th June at midnight

 
Bray & North Wicklow Area Partnership (BNWAP), as part of the Sláintecare Healthy
Communities Programme, has launched a Community Food and Nutrition Survey in the
Bray and North Wicklow area.
 
The survey aims to understand local experiences of access to healthy and affordable food,
eating habits, and the impact of the cost of living and food poverty. The findings will help
inform local services and future planning.
 
Adults (18+) living in Bray or North Wicklow are invited to take part. The survey takes
around 15 minutes to complete, and participants can optionally enter a raffle to win one of
five prizes.
 
All responses are anonymous and handled in line with GDPR and data protection
requirements.

 

Consultation Hub

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
Let your Voice be Heard on local Plans and Schemes

 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow you to
submit observations on them.
 
Open Consultations - Let your Voice be Heard
 
Expression of Interest - Sale of Land Arklow / Blessington – Closing date of Submissions is
4.00pm on Friday 1st May 2026

PART 8 - Notice of PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT - N11 KILPEDDER ‘RAT-RUN’ ROAD
SAFETY IMPROVEMENT SCHEME - Closing Date: 12th June 2026

 

Consultation Portal

 
Government of Ireland Public Consultations

 
There are a number of public consultations currently open that provide an important
opportunity for individuals and groups to Have your Say & Let your Voice be Heard
Consultations that may be of interest to our membership:
 
Government Digital Wallet - Have your Say
Healthy Ireland Framework Public Consultation
Public Consultation on the Draft Heritage Ireland 2030 Mid-Term Review (2026)

 

Funding Opportunities

Find out more & Apply

Baltinglass Municipal District
Festival Fund

Closing Date: Monday 11th May at 5pm
 
Baltinglass Municipal District Festival Funding 2026 is now open for applications. This is a
great opportunity for festival organisers and community groups to secure support for
upcoming events.
 
 

 

Find out more & Apply

Colour to Communities 2025 Paint Giveaway
Closing Date: Friday 15th May

 
The Paint Reuse Network of Ireland is delighted to announce that its paint giveaway is
now open! Six community groups across Ireland will each receive 50 litres of free paint to
help transform local spaces.
 
Does a community space near you need some TLC?
 
Through the Colour to Communities initiative, community spaces are brightened while
perfectly good paint is kept out of waste. This is a fantastic opportunity for groups and
organisations to bring their ideas to life using high-quality, water-based, reused paint.
 
If there’s a space in need of a refresh and a creative design ready to go, now is the time
to apply. Entries are open for those looking to make a positive impact in their community
while supporting sustainability.

 

Find out more & Apply

Sustaining Social Enterprise Scheme
Closing Date: Friday 15th May at 2pm.

 
Delivered by Pobal through the Dormant Accounts Fund, the scheme supports
established social enterprises to increase traded income and become more financially
self-sufficient.
 
Funding is available for:

The recruitment of key staff to drive income growth and sustainability, or
The development of a shared service resource to enable existing staff to focus on
income generation

The scheme is an initiative of the Department of Rural and Community Development and
the Gaeltacht and aligns with Trading for Impact: National Social Enterprise Policy 2024–
2027, specifically supporting the growth and sustainability of the sector.

 
The current stage invites social enterprises to confirm their eligibility. Organisations
deemed eligible will then be invited to submit a full application.
 
Applicants are advised to upload all required documentation in advance of the deadline,
as the MyPobal Portal will not accept submissions after this time. Any queries should be
submitted through the Pobal Customer Supports Portal before the closing date.
 
The scheme runs over a 23-month period.

 

Find out more

Application Form

Bat Conservation Ireland Small Grants Scheme 
Closing Date: Friday 22nd May

 
There are 4 funding streams available:

Funding for Bat Groups affiliated to Bat Conservation Ireland
Funding for bat events
Irish-based bat research
Carrying out bat conservation work

Projects must take place in 2026.  All projects, along with reports and supporting
documents must be submitted by 27 November 2026 @ 5pm.
 
If you have questions or want to check if your project is eligible contact:
grants@batconservationireland.org

 

Find out more & Apply

Sustainability Step-up Fund
Closing Date: Thursday 28th May at 1pm

 
Information webinars (application clinics) will take place on the 7th May

and the 19th May at 10am for anyone interested in applying.
 
Social innovators across Ireland are being supported to grow their impact and tackle the
climate crisis through the Sustainability Step-Up Fund. This is a €1.5 million, two-year
initiative backed by Zurich in Ireland and the Department of Rural and Community
Development and the Gaeltacht.
 
The fund is open to grassroots organisations, community-led initiatives, social enterprises
and non-profits working to build resilience, promote sustainability, support the circular
economy and ensure a fair green transition for all. Both established groups ready to scale
and newer initiatives looking to step up are encouraged to apply.
 
Up to five projects will receive funding of up to €210,000 each, along with valuable non-
financial supports including training, tailored capacity building and access to networks. 

 

Find out more

Building and Land Acquisition Measure 2026 under the Town & Village
Renewal Scheme

Closing Date: For Applications from Local Authority Friday 29th May
 

Community groups and stakeholders are encouraged to engage with their local
authority to highlight potential buildings or sites and to ensure that local priorities

are reflected in proposals.
 
A new call for proposals has been announced under the Building and Land Acquisition
Measure of the Town and Village Renewal Scheme.
 
The measure provides funding to local authorities to acquire vacant or derelict buildings
and land for redevelopment into multi-use community facilities. A total fund of up to €13
million is available, with individual local authorities eligible to apply for up to €500,000 to
purchase a maximum of three properties or sites.
 
Local authorities are responsible for identifying suitable properties, submitting
applications, and bringing acquired sites into public ownership for future community use.
All proposals must clearly demonstrate how the property or land will support town
regeneration and meet local needs.
 
This measure builds on the 2025 scheme, which supported the acquisition of 24
properties across the country for redevelopment into community assets.

 

Find out more

One World Week Seed Fund
Closing Date: Friday 5th June at 5pm 

 
The National Youth Council of Ireland’s (NYCI) OWW Seed Fund is an exciting
opportunity for youth organisations to explore an aspect of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), and to connect your work locally with issues, and events globally. In other
words, to connect young people’s personal experiences with their community and the
wider world. 
 
Project implementation should take place between June 30th – 28th August 2026 
 
Successful applicants will receive a grant of up to €400 and free training with the Youth
2030 expert team to support you in delivering a young person-centred project on issues
relating to our global world. This funding is to support projects in the non-formal youth
work education sector. 

 

Local Environment Action Fund
More Details to Follow

 
A new funding opportunity for local groups is coming soon
 
The Local Environment Action Fund 2026 will be opening shortly, offering support to
community initiatives across Wicklow.
 
This fund is the result of a partnership between County and City Management Association
(CCMA) and IPB Insurance.
 
The fund aims to empower Tidy Towns and other voluntary community groups to take
meaningful action to enhance their local environment through impactful community-driven
projects, collaborating with community stakeholder.
 
Groups are encouraged to start thinking about potential projects and to keep an eye on
Wicklow County Council social media channels, as well as our own, for full details on
eligibility, application information, and the closing date.
 
Don’t miss this chance to support and grow your local community.

 

previously listed ...

Find out more 

Outdoor Swimming Infrastructure Fund
Closing Date: Tuesday 5th May at 5pm

 
The Outdoor Swimming Infrastructure Fund, now in its third year under the Healthy
Ireland initiative, aims to support the growing popularity of outdoor swimming by
improving facilities and accessibility at designated swimming locations nationwide.
 
Funding is available for projects that enhance access, upgrade or develop changing
facilities, and provide equipment to support participation for people with disabilities,
helping to ensure more people can enjoy the health and wellbeing benefits of outdoor
swimming.

 

Find out more 

Community Services Programme
Closing Date: Preliminary Stage Applications due by Friday 8th May.  Final

Applications due by Friday 28th August
 
Minister Jerry Buttimer TD has announced that applications are now open for the
Community Services Programme (CSP), supporting community-based organisations that
deliver local services and create employment in disadvantaged areas.
 
The programme, administered by Pobal, currently supports over 420 organisations and is
now open to new entrants, offering funding for staff positions to help organisations meet
local needs and strengthen communities.

 

Find out more 

Research Ireland Science Week Funding Programme
Closing Date: 11th May for Festivals & 18th May for Events

 
Research Ireland delivers Ireland’s national Science Week by providing a focused annual
platform that stimulates, supports, and promotes STEM activities created to engage with
the public. We provide funding for Science Week Festivals and Events, contributing to the
national Science Week effort at a local and regional level.
 
This Programme is for innovative public engagement projects that connect wider society
with research, innovation, and science during Science Week.
 
Science Week 2026 will take place from the 8th – 15th November. 

 

Find out more 

EirGrid GAA Community Heroes Campaign 2026
Closing Date:  17th May 2026

 
The EirGrid GAA Community Heroes Campaign 2026 is now open for nominations,
celebrating volunteers who go above and beyond in their dedication to their local Gaelic
Athletic Association (GAA) club and community.
 
This year’s campaign has been expanded to recognise even more inspirational individuals
nationwide. An initial round will select four provincial winners and four runners-up. Each
provincial winner’s club will receive €5,000, while runners-up clubs will be awarded
€1,500. One overall national winner will then be chosen from the provincial winners, with
their club receiving an additional €5,000, bringing the total award to €10,000.
 
GAA supporters are encouraged to nominate a deserving volunteer and help recognise
the vital contribution they make to their communities.

 

Find out more 

Community Safety Fund
Closing Date: Monday 18th May

 
The Community Safety Fund (CSF) supports the work of the Community Safety
Partnerships and other policy initiatives of the Department of Justice in the areas of
Community Safety and Youth Justice.  The Department of Justice is providing funding of
€4 million in 2025.
 
The Community Safety Fund:

Allows proceeds of crime to be directed into projects to support and enhance
community safety
Ensures that the most appropriate proposals to improve community safety will
access the funding they need
Allows best practice on community safety and youth justice to be shared with other
partnerships and communities nationally as new proposals are developed
Benefits from the success of An Garda Síochána and the Criminal Assets Bureau in
seizing the proceeds of criminal activity
Projects that previously benefited from the fund included initiatives that:
Reduce the fear of crime, improve community safety and feelings of safety
Support the creation of safe and resilient communities
Reduce reoffending
Divert vulnerable individuals away from engagement in criminal behaviour.

 
Size of Grants
Grants will be in the range of €20,000 – €150,000. Smaller or larger grants may be
considered on merit on an exceptional basis.
 
Call for Applications
Applications are invited from community safety initiatives as well as groups co-funded with
local authorities, NGOs and community organisations working on issues relevant to
community safety and youth justice.
 
Applications may be submitted by individual organisations, or by a consortium involving
two or more organisations where the lead partner is a community organisation, not-for-
profit, social enterprise or similar with a remit relevant to community safety and/or youth
justice.
 
Applications with innovative approaches will be afforded particular consideration.

 

Find out more 

Culture Night 2026
Closing Date: Monday 18th May at 4pm

 
Wicklow County Council Arts Office invites applications for Culture Night 2026, taking
place on Friday 18th September from 4pm until late.
 
Artists, creative practitioners, community groups, and cultural organisations based in or
working in County Wicklow are encouraged to apply for funding to develop and present
events as part of this national celebration of arts and culture.
 
Awards of up to €1,500 are available to support a diverse and inclusive programme of
activity across a wide range of artforms. Successful applicants will also benefit from
promotional support as part of the Culture Night programme.
 
This initiative offers an opportunity to engage new audiences, showcase creative work,
and contribute to a vibrant evening of cultural activity across County Wicklow.

 

Find out more 

Lidl Green Fund
Closing Date: Monday 18th May

 
Charities, primary and secondary schools, and community groups across the country can
now apply for the Lidl Green Fund, supporting local projects that promote sustainability
and environmental action.
 
A top award of €25,000 is available, with a further €75,000 distributed among smaller
projects. Shortlisted groups will be selected at county level, with final winners chosen
through public voting via the Lidl Plus app.
 
Projects can apply under the following themes: Climate, Biodiversity, Health & Wellbeing,
and Reducing Waste.

 

Find out more 

Human Rights and Equality Grant Scheme
Closing Date: Tuesday 19th May at 3pm

 
The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission’s 2026-27 Human Rights and Equality
Grants Scheme is now open and accepting applications.
 
The purpose of the Human Rights and Equality Grants Scheme is to support projects by
civil society and trade unions that promote human rights and equality.  A total of €350,000
is available to fund small projects up to €7,000 and general projects up to €22,000.
 
This year the Grants Scheme will support projects under the following strands:

Strand A: Advancing rights protected under the UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities.
Strand B: Tackling racism and racial discrimination and advancing the UN
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.
Strand C: Advancing the promotion and protection of human rights and equality in
the digital environment, including the application of artificial intelligence.

 

Find out more 

Working with Nature Awards
Closing Date: Monday 25th May

 
The Powerscourt “Working with Nature” Awards recognises people (especially community
groups), small businesses and community projects across the country who have
contributed and are committed in any way to protecting nature.
 
Now in their second year, the awards highlight impactful work across three categories:
Biodiversity & Rewilding, Nature Media, and Nature Education & Wellbeing
 
Winners from each of the categories will receive:

A unique award meticulously crafted from hand-picked wood from Powerscourt
Estate.
A €500 bursary to be used towards their nature-based project.

The overall winner and “Outstanding Nature Protector” will be gifted the Ultimate
Powerscourt Experience.

 

Find out more 

 DWF Foundation
Closing Date: 30th June & 30th September

 
The DWF Foundation supports registered charities with an impact in one or more of the
following areas:

Homelessness
Health and wellbeing
Employability
Education
Environment and Sustainability

Grants are given to initiatives that develop and improve local communities by:

Tackling a specific community issue.
Helping voluntary and community groups become more effective and efficient.
Encouraging the involvement in the community of those too often excluded.
Enabling young people to develop skills for the benefit of the community.

 

Find out more 

 Community Centres Investment Fund - Refurbishment Grant
Closing Date: Monday 13th July 

 
Ensure your group is registered on the online portal ahead of applications opening in May.
 
This capital fund of €25 million is providing funding for the improvement and
refurbishment of existing community centres in both urban and rural areas.
Funding is being made available under 2 Categories, with grants of between €10,000 and
€100,000 available:

Category 1: Small scale projects and improvements to facilities – €10,000 to
€25,000
Category 2: Larger scale projects – €25,001 to €100,000

The Portal for online application will open on May 29th, 2026, at My Pobal Portal and will
remain open until the 13th July.
 
Potential applicants are encouraged to register on the application portal in advance of this
date.

 

Find out more 

Benefact Group Pay It Forward
Closing Date: Rolling Dates until Fund target it met

 
The Pay It Forward initiative empowers charities to pass on donations to causes they care
about. 
 
This Initiative awards £2,000 (approx €2,300) each to five charities across the UK and
Ireland and ask them to Pay it Forward; each choosing the next charity to benefit from a
£2,000 donation, who then choose the next, and so on, and so on, until the Initiative’s
£50,000 (approx €57,000) target is met.

 

Find out more 

Tidy Towns Competition & Special Awards
Closing Date for the Main Competition: Monday 11th May

Closing Date for Special Awards: Monday 8th June
 
In place since 1958, the competition, administered by the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht and sponsored by SuperValu, continues to be
one of the most recognised sustainable, environmental and community initiatives in the
country.
 
There are almost 1,000 active TidyTowns groups, and last year saw a record 929 entries
to the SuperValu TidyTowns competition. This saw over 30,000 volunteers giving up over
1 million hours of their time, all year round, to come together to make our communities
cleaner, brighter and more vibrant places.
 
Its success benefits towns, villages and communities all over Ireland in real and
meaningful ways, making them more attractive and sustainable places for everyone.

 

Department Website

Wicklow County Council

Website

Clár Funding Scheme
Closing Date:

Measure 1 – EOIs to Wicklow County Council by Tuesday 9th June
Measure 2 – Apply directly to the Department by Friday 22nd May

 
Please note:  the CLÁR scheme area in Co. Wicklow has been expanded to include
Shillelagh and Carnew areas.  The full list of Electoral areas covered by the scheme in the
County are as follows:

Ballinacor
Ballinguile
Ballybet
Carnew
Collballintaggart
Imaal North
Kilpipe
Lugglass
Shillelagh

This year’s programme includes:

Measure 1: Developing Community Facilities & Amenities – supporting the
enhancement of community spaces (apply through your Local Authority)
Measure 2: Mobility, Cancer Care, Community First Responder & Meals on Wheels
Transport – funding for vehicles and transport supports (apply directly to the
Department by 22nd May 2026)
Measure 3: ‘Our Living Islands’

For Measure 1, groups should contact Wicklow County Council for application details and
deadlines, as each Local Authority manages its own process.
This is a great opportunity to support vital community services and improve local facilities,
especially with more areas in Wicklow now eligible.
 
PLEASE NOTE: The Community Safety Plan Public Consultation session which will be
held in St. Brigid's Hall, Carnew on Wednesday 6th May at 7.30pm will also include an
Information Session on the CLÁR Funding Programme 2026.  This session is open to
all.
 

 

Find out more & Apply

Arts Council Funding Opportunities for Your Group
Closing Dates: Various Dates

 
Community groups and organisations are encouraged to check out the latest funding
opportunities from the Arts Council.
 
Some of the currently open schemes include:
Arts in Early Learning and Childcare Scheme Arts Grant Funding: supports individual
artists and organisations to partner with eligible services to develop opportunities for
babies and young children to explore and enjoy the arts.
 
Artist and Youth Work Residency Scheme: designed to promote innovative partnerships
between youth groups, artists and arts organisations, and support young people’s access
to quality youth arts experiences in youth work settings.
 
Artist in the Community Scheme: supporting artists and communities of place and/or
interest to work together on arts projcts across a diverse range of social and community
contexts.
 
Festivals Investment Scheme: supporting festivals and events that bring communities
together through the arts
 
Arts Council funding supports artists and organisations to create work and ensure
communities across Ireland can access and engage with the arts

 

Find out more & Apply

Knockalour Wind Farm Community Fund
Closing Date: not specified

 
Community groups in South Wicklow within 10km of Knockalour Wind Farm can apply for
funding to start new projects or expand existing initiatives that benefit their local
community, school, or neighbourhood.
 
The fund reflects Knockalour Wind Farm’s commitment to supporting sustainable and
positive local development.

 

Access the Website

Access Europe - An EU funding support service for Irish civil society

Access Europe is a support and capacity-building programme for Irish civil society
organisations to better access EU funds and engage in EU policy.
 
Explore the EU funding programmes most relevant to civil society.

Access Europe is supported by the Department of Foreign Affairs and delivered by The
Wheel.

 

Visit our website

Wicklow PPN Funding & Events Calendar
 

Remember to check out our calendar for details of funding opportunities on our website.
 
You can also access some support resources on making funding applications.
 
Best of luck with your funding applications!

 

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
 

We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.
 

Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.
 

Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject
'Unsubscribe'.

 
 

 
County Wicklow Public Participation Network

C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
 

T: Alice - 086 837 4227
T: Helen - 087 189 5145

T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
 

E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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