
 
 

Let your Voice be Heard &
Make a Real Difference!

 
 
 

News Update: Friday 27th March 2026
Hi everyone 
 
We’ve recently put out a call for volunteers to fill some vacant representative positions.
These roles are a really important part of how the PPN works, making sure the voice of
the community is heard and represented at local policy and decision-making tables. If
you’re interested, you’ll find more details in the PPN News section below.
 
A big welcome to all of our new member groups, it’s great to have you involved.  And a
sincere thank you to all our member groups who has already re-registered.  If your group
hasn’t had a chance yet, we’d really encourage you to do so to help us keep our contact
details accurate and up to date.
 
We’re also busy planning our mid-year Members’ Gathering, which will take place on
Saturday 13th June in Arklow. It should be a great chance to connect, share ideas, and
catch up with others across the network. We’ll share more details soon, along with
information on other upcoming networking and information sessions.
 
Thanks, as always, for being part of the PPN.
 
Alice, Helen, Grainne & the Secretariat

To catch up on all the news
scroll through our news

update sections:
 

PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 

 

 

PPN News

Remember to Re-Register your Group with Wicklow PPN
 

Please check your email inbox: re-registration emails were circulated to the primary/main contacts of all member groups. 
The process is easy and will only take a couple of minutes and your group could win!

 

Find out more

Call for Nominations for Vacant PPN Representative Seats
Closing Date for Nominations: Monday 20th April at 9am

Wicklow PPN currently has a number of vacant Representative seats that we would
encourage people to consider putting their names forward for. All member groups will have
received an email yesterday (Thurs 26th March) with details of the Rep positions.

If you or a member of your group is interested in any of the positions listed below, please
do
contact us via email or phone. Even if your group’s PPN pillar is not the same as the pillar
for the seat or if your groups membership status is Associate rather than Full, we would be
delighted to hear from you.
 
Vacant Seats are as follows:
 

Community and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee (Env Pillar)
Economic Development & Enterprise Support Strategic Policy Committee (SI Pillar)
Housing Strategic Policy Committee (Community Pillar
Wicklow PPN Secretariat (Greystones MD)

Click on the button opposite to find out more about being a PPN Rep, the specific seats
currently vacant and to access nomination forms.

 

Access the Submission

PPN Submission
 

Wicklow PPN member groups are represented on the Bray to Greystones Cliff Walk
Management Committee by two newly appointed environmental representatives who have
made a submission to the committee. Click on the button opposite to access the
submission.

 

Access the Article

The Power of Us - Wicklow PPN Submission Recognised in Article 
 

We are delighted to see our submission to the Local Democracy Taskforce consultation
referenced in the Wicklow People article, “What a local government taskforce report means

for the future of Wicklow” by Hugh O’Farrell Walsh. It is encouraging to see the voices of
Wicklow’s communities reflected in wider public discussion and local media.

 
This month, Wicklow takes a hopeful step toward a more connected, community-led future.
The new Local Democracy Taskforce report reflects something powerful, the collective
voice of ordinary people who chose to speak up. Our PPN members shared their
experiences, their frustrations, and their hopes, and those voices have helped shape
national recommendations that could transform local decision-making.
 
This is the impact of community in action. When we come together, we are not just
responding to policy, we are influencing it. The path ahead is full of possibility, and
Wicklow’s communities are at the heart of that change.

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our Funding  & Events Calendar, Funding Resource, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th May 2026.  Minutes
from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our 10th Anniversary Messages, Sustainable Development Goals Animation, our
series of Wellbeing videos (Super Charge Your Self-care) and more.

Welcome to our New Wicklow PPN Member Groups ...

 Aldborough Manor Residents
Association

 
Residents Association for a newly
built housing estate in Baltinglass.
The group will work to maintain the
natural aesthetics of the area and

keep locals informed and up to date
on events in the area.

 

Bray Talking Heads
 

Bray Talking Heads is a community-
led digital storytelling project and oral
history archive dedicated to fostering
social inclusion in Bray by bridging

the gap between long-standing
residents, seniors, and newcomers
through the power of podcasting.

Bray Talking Heads, stories from a
seaside town.

 
The podcast is on Spotify, Apple,
YouTube, Soundcloud and other

podcast platforms.

 

Greystones Municipal District
Climate Action Team

 
The Climate Action Team is

established to bring together local
groups, residents, businesses, the
local authority, and organisations to
advance sustainability and climate

action across the District.

 

New Hope Cat Rescue
 

This group is a new cat rescue made
up of experienced cat rescuers who

will provide neutering and rescue
care in West Wicklow, Carlow and

Kilkenny.

Find out more

 

Newtownmountkennedy Events
Committee

 
The Newtownmountkennedy Events
Committee exists to make the town a
better place to live, work, and visit.
They are dedicated to building a
vibrant, connected community by

celebrating everything
Newtownmountkennedy has to offer,
encouraging local involvement, and

creating a sense of pride in their
growing town. To achieve this, the
group will focus on five key areas:

* A Digital Town: They manage the
town’s central website and digital
channels to ensure every resident
and visitor is kept up to date with

local news and events.
* Empowering Local Groups: They
act as a helping hand for the local
clubs and organisations, providing

the guidance and support they need
to run successful events of their own.

* A Resource for the Town: The
Committee provide a transparent,
centralised way to manage and

coordinate funding for community-led
projects that benefit everyone.

* Building the Town’s Profile: They
actively pursue grants, sponsorships,

and donations to invest back into
Newtownmountkennedy and its

future.
* For Everyone: They are committed
to working for the whole community.
All the activities are conducted in a
fair, balanced, and inclusive way,
remaining strictly non-political and
open to people of all backgrounds.

 

Wicklow Golf Club
 

A golf club in Wicklow Town with
members of all ages including 190

juniors.

Find out more

 

Wicklow Town Memory Cafe
 

The memory cafe is a free, monthly
gathering for anyone who has

memory loss, cognative impairment
or Dementia and their carers to come
together in an informal, relaxed, safe
and supportive environment to meet,

talk and share ideas in their local
community.

 

 

Arklow Arts Centre
 

The Arklow Arts Centre is a new,
community-focused hub for visual

arts, crafts, and culture located in the
former Plain and Pearl building (Y14

A256) by the Avoca River.
Launched in August 2025, it features

artist studios, a gallery space for
exhibitions, workshops, and events

for all ages. 

The Centre seeks to promote,
nurture, and support local art and
heritage through collaboration and

education.
Facilities includes four artist studios

(ranging from professional to
community level), a gallery ("Golden

Walls"), and creative spaces.

The Group will host workshops
(painting, sculpture, printmaking), art

clubs for young people, musical
performances, and storytelling.

The lead artist is Louise Garwood,
associated with the 402 Art Collective

Projects by the group features the
"Edible Arklow Art Trail" and

initiatives like the Arklow Young Artist
of the Year competition.

The centre was established to fill the
need for affordable studio spaces

and a dedicated, vibrant cultural hub
in the area.

 

Lakeshore Striders
 

Lakeshore Striders Athletics Club
was founded in Blessington in 2007

and now has nearly 300 full
members, supported by a team of
dedicated volunteer coaches. The

club provides a welcoming and
inclusive environment for people of
all ages, abilities, and backgrounds,

from complete beginners to
experienced athletes.

Through structured programmes
such as Couch to 5K, juvenile

coaching, and regular club training,
Lakeshore Striders promotes

physical and mental wellbeing, social
connection, and community

participation. With members ranging
from under 6 to over 78 the club

plays an important role in supporting
lifelong involvement in sport and
strengthening community life in

Blessington and the wider Wicklow
area.

 

Newtownmountkennedy St
Patrick's Day Committee

 
The Newtownmountkennedy St

Patrick's Day Committee organises
the town's parade and celebrations.
Since 2025, they are also organising

festivities after the parade for all
members of the community to enjoy.

 

Newtownmountkennedy Scout
Group

 
The aim of the  Scout Group is to

encourage the physical, intellectual,
character, emotional, social, and
spiritual development of young

people so that they may achieve their
full potential and, as responsible

citizens, to improve society.
The Scout Group achieves its aim

through a system of progressive self-
education, known as the Scout

Method, the principal elements of
which are:

* Promise and Law - the commitment
to a code of living based on the
values of the Scout movement.

*  Personal Progression - a scheme
to support the development of

knowledge, skills and attitudes in all
areas and to provide recognition for
individual and group achievements.
*  Learning by Doing - an approach

that prioritises learning through
practice, first-hand experience, and
from both successes and mistakes.

* Small Group System – progressive,
democratic and self-governing

groups, usually of 6-8 young people,
are the basic organisational structure

of Scouting.
*  Symbolic Framework - provides a
setting for Scouting that stimulates
the imagination through symbols,

themes and stories.
* Nature and Outdoors - the natural

environment is the primary setting for
Scouting offering unique

opportunities for the development of
the young person.

* Young People and Adults Working
Together - a partnership model in

which young people are supported to
become increasingly self-governing

and independent; and
* Service and Commitment -
recognises the importance of

contributing to society by caring for
others and the world around us.

 

 

📢There are now 523 Member
Groups in our Network.

To access the full list of
member

groups click on the button
below. 

Members Directory

Aughrim/Annacurra Community
Games

 
Aughrim - Annacurra Community

Games is a voluntary organisation
based in this area. They facilitate

events for kids aged 6-16 throughout
the year and also compete at a

county level.

 

 

East Glendalough School Parents
Association

 
All parents of students at East

Glendalough School are members of
the Parents Association. The PA

works together to build a supportive
community in which to nurture the

children. They work very closely with
the school to support all aspects of

the students wellbeing and
development.

The parents, staff and students,
siblings are all part of this close knit
community and they are constantly
working to create a safe, supportive

environment for all.

Find out more

 

NewLife: Integration & Wellbeing
Wicklow

 
NewLife: Integration & Wellbeing

Wicklow is a voluntary, community-
based organisation supporting
migrants, refugees and local
residents in County Wicklow.

The group's work focuses on
integration, wellbeing and social

inclusion. They support people who
have experienced migration-related
challenges such as isolation, loss of

confidence and social exclusion.

Through community activities,
education, creativity, wellbeing

programmes and volunteering, we
help individuals rebuild confidence,

develop skills and actively participate
in community life.

The group's aim is to support people
in becoming independent, engaged

members of Irish society, contributing
through employment,

entrepreneurship, volunteering and
civic participation, while

strengthening social cohesion and
mutual understanding within the local

community.

 

Rathdrum Town Team
 

The aim of the Rathdrum Town Team
is to develop a clear vision for the

Town in line with Town  Centre First
Policy and to develop plans and

ideas to facilitate the creation of a
town centre that will function as a

viable, vibrant and attractive location
for people to live, work and visit,

while also functioning as the
business, service, social, cultural and

recreational hub for the local
community.

 

The Cozy Cup Club
 

A social club for adults with special
needs to meet and make friends

weekly

 

Wicklow Hockey Club
 

With a history that spans back to the
1920’s, Wicklow Hockey Club

reformed in 1996 and have a thriving
junior section with over 190

members. Based out of Wicklow
Town, the Club utilises the new astro

turf surface at Nelson Park, East
Glendalough School which has been

key in the Clubs Development.
Catering for all skill levels, the club is
constantly looking for new members.

Currently we field both a Senior
Mens and a Ladies team in the

Leinster Leagues, and have over 200
members in our Junior section. Our

doors are open for anyone who
wants to pick up a hockey stick and

get some exercise.

Find out more

 

Local News

 

More about DISC

Dog Owners Urged to Consider Vulnerable Groups
 
Wicklow County Council Disability & Inclusion Steering Committee (DISC) Campaign
 
Dog waste carries harmful bacteria and parasites, which can be especially dangerous for
people with disabilities, children, and those with compromised immune systems.

 

Find out more

Darkness Into Light 2026
on Saturday 9th May at 4.15am 

at venues across the County
 
Organised by Pieta, this annual 5km sunrise walk is held in locations across Co. Wicklow,
Ireland and internationally, bringing people together to support mental health and raise
awareness of suicide and self-harm prevention.
 
Participation is open to anyone who would like to take part, whether by joining an organised
walk or taking part independently. Funds raised contribute to Pieta’s free services for those
in need.

 

Sharing Information re Landscape Research Project
 
We have been asked to share the following with community groups in Wicklow who may
have access to a patch of land:
 
Niall O’Brien-Gregg is currently undertaking independent undergraduate research in
landscape architecture. His project explores how multifunctional landscape design can
reimagine the relationship between people and nature, with a focus on resilience and
ecosystem health in the face of local climate change impacts.
 
The research aims to better understand how people connect with their landscapes, what
may be missing from these environments, and how community perspectives might help
shape more sustainable and ecologically supportive designs. As part of this process, Niall
is engaging with stakeholders, conducting research, and developing a conceptual
landscape design informed by both community input and ecosystem needs.
 
The project is expected to take place throughout April and into early May. As this is an
undergraduate study, the resulting design is not expected to be implemented, though it may
be useful as a reference for future ideas or initiatives.
 
This research is also informed by a broader interest in climate change, environmental
stewardship, and strengthening connections between communities and the natural world.
 
If any group would like further information, they are welcome to follow up directly with Niall
at niob0001@stud.slu.se

 

 Some Local Happenings & Training

previously listed ...

Access the Plan

Wicklow County Council Biodiversity Action Plan 2026 - 2031 Launched
 
Wicklow County Council has adopted the Wicklow Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 2026 -
2031, setting out a clear framework to protect, restore and enhance biodiversity across the
county over the next five years.
 
The Plan translates the ambitions of Ireland’s 4th National Biodiversity Action Plan into
practical local action and supports delivery of national and EU biodiversity commitments at
county level.
 
The overarching aim of the Plan is to halt biodiversity loss and support nature recovery in
County Wicklow through coordinated, evidence-based and collaborative action.

 

NEW: Peace Commissioner Service Now Available in Bray
 
A new Peace Commissioner service is now available at Bray Citizens Information Centre,
offering a free and confidential support to people who need official documents signed or
witnessed.
 
Peace Commissioners are appointed by the Minister for Justice and can assist with a range
of administrative tasks, including witnessing statutory declarations or oaths, signing
documents such as passport applications, confirming identity or address, and verifying
documents for citizenship applications.
 
The service is provided by appointment and is particularly helpful for those who may not
have easy access to a solicitor or commissioner for oaths. It is delivered locally by a trained
volunteer and is available on designated days.
 
For more information, or to find out when a Peace Commissioner is available, you can
contact Bray CIC directly.
 
Bray CIC, 2 The Boulevard, Quinsboro Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow
Tel: 0818 07 6780; Email: bray@citinfo.ie
Arklow CIC, 73 Lower Main Street, Arklow, Co. Wicklow
Tel: 0818 07 6750; Email arklow@citinfo.ie
 
Alternatively, people can call the Citizens Information Phone Service on 0818 07 4000,
Monday to Friday, 9am-8pm or visit our website www.citizensinformation.ie

 

Find out more

Building Bridges: Regional Lifelong Guidance Networking Event
for Kildare and Wicklow

on Wednesday 22nd April
in the Osprey Hotel, Naas, Co. Kildare

 
This event is a collaboration between the Department of Education and Youth (on behalf of
the National Policy Group for Lifelong Guidance) and the Kildare and Wicklow Education
and Training Board. It forms part of Action 1.3 of the National Strategic Action Plan for
Lifelong Guidance, which aims to enhance communication and collaboration between
sectors and services.
 
The event is open to all professionals working across public guidance provision in Kildare
and Wicklow, including those in education, further and higher education, employability
services, health, justice and other public services. Organisers emphasise that the event is
not limited to Guidance Counsellors, but welcomes anyone who supports individuals in their
learning, career or life pathways.

 

National News

Find out more

Toolkit for Starting a Womens Shed
 
Thinking about starting a Women’s Shed in your community?
 
Contact Women’s Sheds of Ireland to receive a free toolkit and guidance, just send an
email to main@womensshedsireland.com to get started.

 

Find out more

Carmichael Ireland's National Training Fund Programme of Free Webinars
in collaboration with The Wheel

for small to medium sized nonprofits.
 
Some of the upcoming sessions:

23rd April: Communicating Your Impact
28th May: Managing Charitable Property
18th June: Assisted Decision-Making Act 2015

 

Register

Crowdfunding for Community-Led Initiatives
on Wednesday 15th April at 2pm

 
Community groups and local organisers are invited to explore how crowdfunding can
support their ideas and bring projects to life. From community gardens to local energy
initiatives or environmental actions, securing funding is often a key challenge — and
crowdfunding offers a more community-driven approach.
 
This practical 90-minute workshop, hosted by European Community Organizing Network,
will focus on the “how-to” of successful crowdfunding. Participants will gain valuable skills
to plan, launch and manage campaigns that not only raise funds but also build strong local
support.
 
The session will feature expert speakers, including Aleksandr Voronov and Lena Samoila,
who will share their experience and practical insights.

 

Find out more

Revitalising Rural Communities through Heritage Assets
on Wednesday 15th April at 2pm

in the RDS Library, Dublin
Cost: €5

 
This event will bring together experts from heritage, planning, agriculture, and community
development.
 
The session will explore how underused and historic buildings can support sustainable rural
regeneration, with a focus on practical solutions and cross-sector collaboration.
 
Through presentations and panel discussions, attendees will hear real examples of
adaptive reuse, learn about available funding supports, and discover how communities and
stakeholders can work together to unlock the potential of these valuable assets.

 

Sharing Newsletters
 

Irish Environmental Network: March edition of Connecting Nationwide
 
 

previously listed ...

Find out more & Take the

Pledge

26 for '26 Pledge
Volunteer 26 hours in 2026

 
The United Nations General Assembly has proclaimed 2026 as the International Year of
Volunteers for Sustainable Development (IVY), promoting and recognising volunteerism as
a significant force for sustainable development.
 
International Volunteer Year 2026 (IVY 2026) invites us to celebrate and recognise the
incredible contributions of volunteers everywhere. It’s a moment to raise awareness, spark
conversations, and inspire even more people to get involved.
 
Every day, millions of people around the world take action, big and small, to make life better
for others and for their communities. Whether it’s mentoring youth, supporting local health
efforts, or responding to emergencies, volunteers drive meaningful change in communities.
Through their actions, volunteers become a force for achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals, connecting people, strengthening resilience, and creating lasting
impact.
 

Could you volunteer 26 hours during International Volunteer Year 2026?
 
That’s just over 2 hours per month! You could make a regular volunteering commitment;
volunteer at home on your own schedule; or even at once off events throughout the year.
Take the 26 for '26 pledge now! 

 

Register

Social Inclusion Forum 2026 - Preparatory Workshops Announced
 
In collaboration with Community Work Ireland, EAPN Ireland is pleased to announce this
year’s Social Inclusion Forum (SIF) preparatory workshops, alongside a series of regional
events (online and in-person) that will inform the final Forum report.
 
This is a significant year for social inclusion in Ireland, with the launch of the new Roadmap
for Social Inclusion and the potential delivery of the first EU Anti-Poverty Strategy during
Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union.
 
A total of six workshops will take place, two online and four in person in Limerick,
Enniscorthy, Inis Mór (Galway), and Dublin.

 

Find out more

National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA)
Free literacy, numeracy and digital skills supports

 
NALA provides a wide range of free workbooks designed to support the development of
reading, writing, maths and digital skills. They also offer free online training sessions to
build confidence and capacity in these areas.
 
These resources and training opportunities are available to adult education centres and
not-for-profit organisations working with adults who may need support with literacy,
numeracy or digital skills.

 

Street Feast 2026
  23rd & 24th May

 
Put the Date in Your Community Group's Diary!

 

Find out more & Register

Mental Health Peer-Support Training 
12th - 13th March
22nd - 23rd April
12th - 13th May
9th - 10th June

 
The team at Cycle Against Suicide is offering upcoming Mental Health Peer-Support
training sessions designed to help create supportive and compassionate workplace
environments.
 
This two-day daytime training (9.30am - 5pm) focuses on active listening and structured
peer-support conversations, equipping participants with the skills to support colleagues
experiencing stress or distress in a safe, confidential and non-judgemental environment.
 
The programme is designed to help organisations strengthen communication, build
resilience and foster a culture where people look out for one another.

 

Find out more 

Mother and Baby Institutions Payment Scheme Open for Applications
 
The Mother and Baby Institutions Payment Scheme is open for applications, providing
financial payments and health supports to people who spent time in Mother and Baby
Institutions or County Home Institutions in the Republic of Ireland.
 
The scheme offers a General Payment, a Work-related Payment for eligible mothers who
worked in certain institutions, and either a Medical Card for those living in Ireland or a
Health Support Payment for those living abroad. Individuals may qualify for one or more of
these supports depending on their circumstances.
 
People may be eligible if they spent at least one night in an institution as a mother, for
reasons related to pregnancy or the birth or care of a child, or at least 180 days in an
institution as a child. Applications can be made by the individual themselves, by a legally
appointed support person, or by a personal representative of someone who passed away
on or after 13 January 2021.
 
 

 

Find out more

Invasive Species Week 2026
 
From the 22nd to the 28th June, organisations will come together to raise awareness about
invasive species and the simple actions we can all take to help prevent their spread.
 
Each day will focus on a different theme including volunteering and recording, Check Clean
Dry, Be Plant Wise and Be Pet Wise, with the weekend encouraging everyone to take part.
 
Groups & Organisations are encouraged to start thinking about how they might get
involved: whether that’s hosting a talk, organising a walk, sharing information online, or
running a local awareness event.
 
More details and a full events calendar will be shared soon. In the meantime, organisations
planning an event can get in touch at invasives@biodiversityireland.ie to have their
activities highlighted.

 

Find out more

National Spring Clean
Now open for Registrations

 
Be part of Ireland’s largest anti-litter initiative and help make a real difference in your

community.
 
National Spring Clean is Ireland’s most well-known and successful anti-litter campaign.
Now in its 25th year, the initiative takes place throughout the month of April and encourages
people from all sectors of society to take action by organising clean-ups in their own local
areas.
 
Getting involved is simple. Arrange a clean-up in your community at any time during April
and register your event online, by phone, fax or post.

 

Consultations 

Have your Say

Healthy Ireland Framework
Closing Date: Wednesday 22nd April

 
The Department of Health is inviting the public to have their say on the new Healthy Ireland
Framework 2026–2036.
 
This consultation aims to  bring people together to strengthen health and wellbeing across
the country. It emphasises the importance of developing a shared understanding of what
health and wellbeing mean in everyday life for individuals, families, and communities. The
initiative particularly seeks input from underrepresented groups, including minority and
disadvantaged communities, highlighting that improving health equity is a central goal and
requires their perspectives and lived experiences.
 
The feedback gathered via the short survey will be reviewed and used to help inform future
policy decisions.

 

Have your Say

Volunteer Ireland National Survey 2026
 
Those who manage volunteers in nonprofit organisations are invited to take part in the
Volunteer Ireland National Survey 2026.
 
The survey is designed to gather valuable insights that will help shape supports for
volunteering and strengthen advocacy at a national level.
 
It consists of 13 short questions, takes around 5 minutes to complete, and all responses
are anonymous.

 

Have your Say

Discover the challenges and opportunities of AI for Good
Closing Date: Wednesday 15th April

 
Rethink Ireland is inviting workers and volunteers across the nonprofit, social enterprise,
community, and voluntary sectors to share their insights on the role of AI in their work. This
short survey will help identify key challenges, opportunities, and priority needs, directly
informing a new capacity-building initiative designed to support the sector in using AI in
ethical, inclusive, and impactful ways.
 
Participants will also have the option to register interest in upcoming “Discovery Days”, a
series of free, hands-on AI learning workshops taking place across Ireland in 2026.
 
Your perspective will play an important role in shaping how AI can best support
communities and organisations across Ireland.

previously listed ...

Have your Say

Sport Ireland Survey: Diversifying the Volunteer Base
Closing Date: 5pm Monday 13th April

 
Sport Ireland, in partnership with S3 Solutions, has launched a national survey to help
strengthen and diversify the volunteer base within the sports sector.
 
The survey aims to gather insights from people across the country, including those who
currently volunteer and those who may face barriers to volunteering. Input from individuals
will help inform research that will influence practices within sport at local, regional and
national levels.
 
The survey is particularly seeking to hear from underrepresented groups, including women,
people with disabilities, ethnic minorities, LGBTQI+ communities, Traveller and Roma
communities, young people and older people.
 
The findings will help improve understanding of the value of volunteering in sport and the
barriers that can prevent participation.
 
The survey takes approximately 8 minutes to complete.  Community groups and
organisations are encouraged to share the survey across their networks.

 

Have your Say

Public Consultation Opens on the Cost of Disability 
Closing Date: Tuesday 7th April

 
The Department of Social Protection has launched a public consultation on the Cost of
Disability, inviting people across Ireland to share their views on the design of a new
permanent Annual Cost of Disability Support Payment. 
 
The consultation is open to everyone, with particular encouragement for contributions from
disabled people, their families and carers, Disabled Persons Organisations, and
representative groups. Submissions can be made in written, video, or phone format, and
guiding questions are available to help people share their experiences.
 
Feedback from the consultation will help shape the payment and inform discussions at a
Strategic Focus Network Summit on the Cost of Disability on the 13th May 2026, chaired by
Dara Calleary as part of the National Human Rights Strategy for Disabled People. The
summit will bring together government departments to address the many areas where
disability-related costs arise, including transport, healthcare, education, communication,
and household costs.

 

Have your Say

Hop To It! National Frog Survey
 
The Irish Peatland Conservation Council (IPCC) is calling on people across Ireland to help
monitor frog populations by recording sightings of frogs, spawn, and tadpoles as part of the
Hop To It Irish Frog Survey.
 

 

Find out More 

The Big Beach Biodiversity Survey
 

Record marine species found cast up on Irish beaches.
 
The remains of species cast up by the tide can be a really useful indicator of what is living
beneath the adjacent waves. It helps us map the distribution of marine species around the
Irish coastline, and to find out what species occur at different times of year.
 

 

Consultation Hub

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
Let your Voice be Heard on local Plans and Schemes

 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow you to
submit observations on them.
 
Open Consultations - Let your Voice be Heard
 
New Footpath & Safe Routes to Schools Treatments Ballynacarrig, Brittas, Co Wicklow -
Section 38 Road Traffic Act 1994 - Closing date for submissions is 5pm Wednesday 25th
March 2026
 
Convent Road Active Travel Scheme Part 8 – Closing date for submissions is 10th April
2026

 

Consultation Portal

Government of Ireland Public Consultations
 

There are a number of public consultations currently open that provide an important
opportunity for individuals and groups to Have your Say & Let your Voice be Heard 

 

Funding Opportunities

Find out more 

Sports Capital Fund
update your group's Contact information on OSCAR by Friday 27th March 
 
 
The Community Sport Facility Fund 2026 is on the way, and sports clubs and groups are
advised to make sure their OSCAR account is fully up to date now.
 
It only takes a few minutes to check:

Your main contact details
A unique email for your organisation
Mobile number (for access & security)
Correct address & Eircode

The Department of Culture, Communications and Sport is moving to a new Grants
Management System (GMS), so your OSCAR account must be accurate and up to date
before the switch.

 

Find out more & Apply

Rowntrees Free The Fund
Closing Date: Tuesday 31st March

 
Community and voluntary organisations across Ireland and the UK are invited to apply for
the Rowntree’s ‘Free the Fund’ Community Grant Programme.
 
This year, four projects will receive funding of up to £10,000 to deliver fun, inclusive
summer activities for people aged 21–65 within their local communities.
 
Funded projects could include transforming outdoor or garden spaces, hosting summer
arts festivals, or purchasing equipment for sports, arts, theatre, or music activities. All
projects must be completed by the end of September 2026.
 
The programme is open to registered charities and not-for-profit organisations, with
activities such as arts and crafts, dance, music, gardening, and sports all eligible.

 

Find out more & Apply

Non-Mainstream Music Education Bursary Scheme
Closing Date: Monday 6th April

 
Community groups and organisations are invited to apply for the Non-Mainstream Music
Education Bursary Scheme, supporting smaller-scale music initiatives with limited access
to other public funding.
 
This bursary provides cash grants to help deliver non-mainstream or community music
education for young people aged 18 and under. Funding can be used for instruments,
equipment, and tuition, helping projects grow and reach more participants.
 
In 2026, a total fund of €100,000 is available, with grants awarded on an annual basis.
 
Eligible applicants should have a proven track record in music education and demonstrate
strong learning outcomes. Priority may be given to groups supporting socio-economically
disadvantaged communities and those who have not previously received funding.

 

Find out more & Apply

Creative Places Baltinglass Community Activation Fund 
Closing Date: Friday 10th April at 4pm

 
Wicklow County Council Arts Office is pleased to announce that Round 2 of the Creative
Places Baltinglass Creative Community Activation Fund is open for applications.
 
A total of €20,000 is available for projects taking place in 2026–2027, with grants ranging
from €2,000 to €5,000.  There is a match funding requirement of 10% which may be an in
cash or in kind contribution.
 
 
The Fund supports collaborative, socially engaged, place-based creative projects,
including residencies, event series, and public realm initiatives,  that strengthen
connections between artists and community.
 
All projects must take place within the Creative Places Baltinglass area and include paid
creative personnel.

 

Find out more 

IPB Pride of Place Competition 2026
Closing Date for EOI: Friday 24th April at 4pm

 
Community groups across Wicklow are invited to submit expressions of interest for
nomination to the 2026 IPB Pride of Place Competition, an all-island initiative celebrating
the people and projects that make local areas vibrant, inclusive, and inspiring places to
live.
 
Led by Wicklow County Council in partnership with Co-Operation Ireland, the competition
recognises the incredible work happening in communities of all sizes, from enhancing
local spaces and supporting wellbeing to promoting biodiversity, creativity, and inclusion.
 
With 13 categories available, there’s an opportunity for every type of community initiative
to get involved. Shortlisted groups will be selected to represent Wicklow at a national
level.

 

Find out more 

Tidy Towns Competition & Special Awards
Closing Date for the Main Competition: Monday 11th May

Closing Date for Special Awards Usually early June
 
In place since 1958, the competition, administered by the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht and sponsored by SuperValu, continues to be
one of the most recognised sustainable, environmental and community initiatives in the
country.
 
There are almost 1,000 active TidyTowns groups, and last year saw a record 929 entries
to the SuperValu TidyTowns competition. This saw over 30,000 volunteers giving up over
1 million hours of their time, all year round, to come together to make our communities
cleaner, brighter and more vibrant places.
 
Its success benefits towns, villages and communities all over Ireland in real and
meaningful ways, making them more attractive and sustainable places for everyone.

 

Find out more & Apply

Clár Funding Scheme
Closing Date:

Measure 1 – Contact Wicklow County Council
Measure 2 – Apply directly to the Department by Friday 22nd May

 
Please note:  the CLÁR scheme area in Co. Wicklow has been expanded to include
Shillelagh and Carnew areas.  The full list of Electoral areas covered by the scheme in the
County are as follows:

Ballinacor
Ballinguile
Ballybet
Carnew
Collballintaggart
Imaal North
Kilpipe
Lugglass
Shillelagh

This year’s programme includes:

Measure 1: Developing Community Facilities & Amenities – supporting the
enhancement of community spaces (apply through your Local Authority)
Measure 2: Mobility, Cancer Care, Community First Responder & Meals on Wheels
Transport – funding for vehicles and transport supports (apply directly to the
Department by 22nd May 2026)
Measure 3: ‘Our Living Islands’

For Measure 1, groups should contact Wicklow County Council for application details and
deadlines, as each Local Authority manages its own process.
This is a great opportunity to support vital community services and improve local facilities,
especially with more areas in Wicklow now eligible.
 

 

Find out more & Apply

Arts Council Funding Opportunities for Your Group
Closing Dates: Various Dates

 
Community groups and organisations are encouraged to check out the latest funding
opportunities from the Arts Council.
 
Some of the currently open schemes include:
Arts in Early Learning and Childcare Scheme Arts Grant Funding: supports individual
artists and organisations to partner with eligible services to develop opportunities for
babies and young children to explore and enjoy the arts.
 
Artist and Youth Work Residency Scheme: designed to promote innovative partnerships
between youth groups, artists and arts organisations, and support young people’s access
to quality youth arts experiences in youth work settings.
 
Artist in the Community Scheme: supporting artists and communities of place and/or
interest to work together on arts projcts across a diverse range of social and community
contexts.
 
Festivals Investment Scheme: supporting festivals and events that bring communities
together through the arts
 
Arts Council funding supports artists and organisations to create work and ensure
communities across Ireland can access and engage with the arts

 

Find out more & Apply

Knockalour Wind Farm Community Fund
Closing Date: not specified

 
Community groups in South Wicklow within 10km of Knockalour Wind Farm can apply for
funding to start new projects or expand existing initiatives that benefit their local
community, school, or neighbourhood.
 
The fund reflects Knockalour Wind Farm’s commitment to supporting sustainable and
positive local development.

 

Access the Website

Access Europe - An EU funding support service for Irish civil society

Access Europe is a support and capacity-building programme for Irish civil society
organisations to better access EU funds and engage in EU policy.
 
Explore the EU funding programmes most relevant to civil society.

Access Europe is supported by the Department of Foreign Affairs and delivered by The
Wheel.

previously listed ...

Find out more & Apply

Night-Time Economy Grassroots Venue Support Scheme
Closing Date: Monday 30th March

 
Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media has opened the Night-
Time Economy Grassroots Venue Support Scheme, a €1 million fund designed to support
small and medium live performance venues that showcase emerging Irish artists.
 
Grassroots venues play an important role in developing new talent and sustaining vibrant
local cultural scenes. Funding is available under two streams for venues programming live
performances by early-career or emerging Irish or Irish-based artists performing original
material.
 
Grants of up to €20,000 (Stream A) and €8,000 (Stream B) are available.

 

Find out more & Apply

Youth Climate Changemakers Fund – Grants for Informal Groups
Closing Date: Wednesday 1st April

 
The Youth Climate Changemakers Fund is offering small grants of up to €1,000 to support
projects led by young people that strengthen the climate movement.
The fund is open to informal groups of at least three people under the age of 30, and
there is no requirement to be a registered organisation. Supported activities can include
awareness-raising, public engagement, mobilisation, advocacy, training and capacity-
building initiatives.
 
Projects must run for 6–12 months, and applications are reviewed on a rolling basis.

 

Find out more & Apply

Small-Scale Local Festivals and Summer Schools Scheme
Closing Date: Thursday 2nd April

 
The Small-Scale Local Festivals and Summer Schools Scheme is open for applications
and aims to support local cultural events that may not meet the funding criteria for larger
national programmes delivered by organisations such as Fáilte Ireland and Arts Council of
Ireland.
 
Funding is awarded through a competitive application process, with grants of up to €5,000
available to support local festivals and summer schools.

 

Find out more & Apply

Creative Climate Action Fund III (2026-2029)
Closing Wednesday 15th April

 
Creative Ireland is inviting proposals for large-scale creative projects that engage
communities on climate action and inspire real behavioural change. Grants of €400,000–
€750,000 are available for projects running 2026–2029.
 
The money is for creative projects to help people:

Understand climate change.
See how climate change affects their lives.
Learn what they can do to help.

At the core of this fund is a focus on transforming understanding into specific and tangible
climate actions. 

 

Find out more

Rural Regeneration and Development Fund 
 
A new call for applications has opened under the Rural Regeneration and Development
Fund (RRDF), a key funding initiative aimed at supporting large‑scale capital projects that
will revitalise rural towns and villages across Ireland.
 
This funding round invites proposals from Local Authorities and other locally or
regionally based organisations, such as Local Development Companies, as well as
government departments and State agencies. Projects must be strategically important,
fully consented and ready to commence, with funding requests ranging from
approximately €500,000 up to €10 million.
 
The RRDF supports projects that boost infrastructure, attract people to live and work in
rural areas, and contribute to vibrant, thriving communities. Organisations interested in
applying are encouraged to explore this opportunity and consider how they might
collaborate to bring forward transformative proposals

 

Find out more

Artist and Youth Work Residency Grant Scheme
Closing Date: Friday 28th March at 12 noon

 
The Artist and Youth Work Residency Grant Scheme is designed to promote innovative
partnerships between youth groups, artists and (where relevant) arts organisations. A
residency may take the form of an artist in residence in a youth work setting and/or a
youth group in residence in an arts setting.
The scheme is managed by the National Youth Council of Ireland on behalf of the Arts
Council and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.
There are two strands to the artist and youth work residency scheme: the Youth Arts
Explorer Grant and the Artist and Youth Work Full Residency Grant.
 
YOUTH ARTS EXPLORER GRANT €1,500: This grant is for projects, services and
organisations that are exploring the introduction of youth arts experiences to their youth
work setting but are not yet sufficiently experienced/confident to develop or manage a
larger scale residency project. The aim of the grant is to support an organisation to
explore the introduction of arts practice to the youth service.
 
ARTIST AND YOUTH WORK FULL RESIDENCY GRANT €5,000: This grant aims to
promote innovative partnerships between youth groups, artists and (where relevant) arts
organisations; to support the development of youth arts practice in youth work and
support young people’s access to quality youth arts experiences. A residency may take
the form of an artist in residence in a youth work setting and/or a youth group in residence
in an arts setting.

 

Find out more

Artist in the Community Scheme
Closing Date: Monday 30th March

 
The Arts Council’s Artist in the Community (AIC) Scheme, managed by Create, offers
awards to enable artists and communities of place and/or interest to work together on
projects. The AIC Scheme also offers an annual bursary, as well as residencies and a
summer school. The AIC scheme is open to artists from any of the following artform
disciplines: architecture, circus, street art and spectacle, dance, film, literature (Irish and
English language), music, opera, theatre, visual arts and traditional arts.
 
The aim of the AIC scheme is to encourage meaningful collaboration between
communities of place and/or interest and artists. Create defines community in the
broadest sense of the word, however for the AIC Scheme the artist or artists must be
collaborating with a community of non-arts professionals.

 

Visit our website

Wicklow PPN Funding & Events Calendar
 

Remember to check out our calendar for details of funding opportunities on our website.
 
You can also access some support resources on making funding applications.
 
Best of luck with your funding applications!

 

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
 

We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.
 

Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.
 

Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject
'Unsubscribe'.

 
 

 
County Wicklow Public Participation Network

C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
 

T: Alice - 086 837 4227
T: Helen - 087 189 5145

T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
 

E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie

 

https://www.facebook.com/CWPPN
https://www.instagram.com/cowicklowppn
https://countywicklowppn.ie/14338-2/
https://countywicklowppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/BG-Cliff-Walk-Users-Stakeholders-and-Sustainable-Development-002.pdf
https://www.independent.ie/regionals/wicklow/news/what-a-local-government-taskforce-report-means-for-the-future-of-wicklow/a1625668895.html
https://countywicklowppn.ie/
https://countywicklowppn.ie/about/secretariat/
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https://countywicklowppn.ie/become-a-ppn-representative-and-help-influence-local-policies/
https://countywicklowppn.ie/become-a-ppn-representative-and-help-influence-local-policies/
https://www.egs.ie/parents-association
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https://countywicklowppn.ie/become-a-ppn-representative-and-help-influence-local-policies/
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https://www.instagram.com/the_cozy_cup_club
https://countywicklowppn.ie/become-a-ppn-representative-and-help-influence-local-policies/
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https://www.wicklowhockeyclub.ie/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4xtvVRUlaQ
https://countywicklowppn.ie/represent/committees/disability-inclusion-steering-committee/
https://www.darknessintolight.ie/
mailto:niob0001@stud.slu.se
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Environment/Wicklow-Biodiversity-Action-Plan-2026-2031
mailto:arklow@citinfo.ie
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/
https://dessurveys.education.gov.ie/surveys/building-bridges-kwetb
https://www.womensshedsireland.com/
mailto:main@womensshedsireland.com
https://www.carmichaelireland.ie/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/1wkDoEGwQ92O69iQsljL_A#/registration
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/revitalising-rural-communities-through-our-heritage-assets-tickets-1983547111807
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Connecting-Nationwide-this-March.html?soid=1101987987876&aid=QcYAVgfVtT4
https://www.volunteer.ie/international-volunteer-year-2026/26for26/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf15etbhAIuvYqIK56170M50qVzwb2PL9iJBjBikTctufoSsw/viewform
https://www.nala.ie/
https://www.cycleagainstsuicide.com/workplace-wellbeing-peer-support-programme/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-and-equality/campaigns/mother-and-baby-institutions-payment-scheme/
https://invasives.ie/invasive-species-week/
https://nationalspringclean.org/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-health/consultations/healthy-ireland-framework-public-consultation/
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https://www.tfaforms.com/5215935
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https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-social-protection/consultations/public-consultation-on-the-cost-of-disability/
https://www.ipcc.ie/help-ipcc/hop-to-it-national-frog-survey-irelandcard/
https://exploreyourshore.ie/surveys/the-big-beach-biodiversity-survey/
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/ConsultationHub
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Online-Consultation-Hub/Section-38-Road-Traffic-Act-1994-Footpath-Safe-Routes-to-Schools-Treatments-Ballynacarrig-Brittas-Co-Wicklow
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Online-Consultation-Hub/Convent-Road-Active-Travel-Scheme-Part-8
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultations/?q=&sort_by=published_date&status=open
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-culture-communications-and-sport/services/sports-capital-programme/
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https://www.tidytowns.ie/
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https://www.accesseurope.ie/eu-funding-guide/
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