
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

News Update: Friday 10th November 2023
We look forward to welcoming you to our End of Year Members' Gathering in Arklow
on Saturday 25th November.  Please register, spread the word and encourage other
members of your group/organisation and community to join us for our final in person
event of 2023.   At this meeting you will hear about the work of the PPN in 2023 and
you will have an opportunity to steer our work in 2024.  We will be joined by Alison
Keogh from County Wicklow Partnership who will tell us about the new Leader
Programme and by Julie Sammiller the Community Climate Action Officer with
Wicklow County Council who will give us an important update on the Community
Climate Action Fund.
 
Remember to check out our Vacant Representative positions and discuss them with
your community group.  We are accepting nominations until 9am on Tuesday 14th
November. See our PPN News section below for more information.
 
Wicklow PPN member groups have been telling us about the difficulties and
challenges they face when dealing with banks and credit unions.  Based on what we
have heard we have organised an online session for all community groups on
'Dealing with Financial Institutions for Non-Profit Organisation'. More information and
a link to register for this session is included in our PPN News section of this Update.
 
Helen is representing Wicklow PPN at the annual Comhairle na nÓg Youth Summit
today in Newtown.  She will hear from and meet with the younger people of our
County many of whom will hopefully become future PPN members and
representatives. 
 
Please Note: We will continue to circulate our News Update on a fortnightly basis for
the remainder of this year. 

To catch up on all the
news scroll through the

update or click on the links
below to jump straight to a

specific section:  
 

Wicklow PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 

PPN News

Call for Nominations for PPN Representative Positions
Closing Date for Nominations: 9am Tuesday 14th November

 
We are currently seeking nominations for Volunteer PPN Representative Positions on
the following Committees:

PPN Secretariat (volunteer management committee
Wicklow Local Community Development Committee (LCDC)
WCC Planning & Development SPC
WCC Housing & Corporate Estate SPC
Wicklow Joint Policing Committee
County Wicklow Volunteer Centre
Southeast Fisheries Local Action

Please Note: To be able to nominate people for and vote in the election of PPN
Representatives your group must have Full membership of the PPN.  If you would like
to check the membership details of your group, please contact Helen or Grainne via
email, text or call.

Find out more & Access

Nomination Forms

 

Wicklow PPN End of Year Plenary (Members' Meeting)
on Saturday 25th November from 10am to 1pm

In the Presbyterian Church Hall, Arklow
 

In addition to our usual AGM business, we will hear about the following funding:

The New Leader Rural Development Programme.  Alison Keogh, Rural
Development Officer, County Wicklow Partnership will join us to talk about this
funding which is expected to open in early 2024.
The Community Climate Action Fund.  Julie Sammiller the Community Climate
Action Officer with Wicklow County Council will give us an important update on
the Community Climate Action Fund Programme which is expected to open for
applications before the end of the year. 

This session on funding will provide a great opportunity for your group/community to
gain insights into these funding streams and to get started on exploring and
developing possible applications to the Programmes.
 
In best Wicklow PPN tradition, we will finish the Gathering with a light lunch and a bit
of very early Christmas craic! 
 
Remember to brush up on your knowledge of all things Christmas, Wicklow and PPN

for our Annual Fun Quiz.

Register

Please spread the word
and encourage others to

come along.

 

Dealing with Financial Institutions as a Nonprofit Organisation
Wednesday 6th December from 7.30 - 9.30pm

online, via zoom

This session aims to support participants to: 

Understand their role and responsibility in relation to setting up and operating accounts in financial
institutions.
Understand the various governance responsibilities and measures to be put in place in your organisation to
operate compliant and up to date Bank/CU accounts.
Understand Anti Money Laundering (AML) and Counter Terrorist Financing (CTF) legislation and risks
applicable to nonprofit organisations.
Understand, identify and document the Beneficial Owners of your organisation.
Understand requirements to open and make any changes to accounts.
Understand causes of problems, including the size of banking institutions, internal bureaucracy and lack of
training for staff on dealing with small community groups.  
Understand practical ways to address problems and how to access supports when issues arise. 

Register

 

Comhairle na nÓg Youth Summit 
on Today in Kilcoole

A few photo's just in from Helen.

 

National PPN Conference 2023 (5th & 6th Oct)
 

We have now almost completed all the follow up work to the Conference.  We just have to put the finishing touches
to the Conference Report and Webpage.
 
We have included below some photos from the Conference Opening, with a focus on Wicklow attendees. 

 

PPNs Nationally - a Snapshot of 2022
 

PPNs continue to grow, develop and support community groups.

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new Events Calendar and Funding Sources, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th November. 
Minutes from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing
videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

'Inside Out' - A twenty-year anthology by Little Bray Writers Group
in the Mermaid Arts Centre, Bray

on Sunday 12th November at 2pm
 

Admission is free and all are welcome.  Tickets must be booked via the Mermaid Arts
Centre, call: 01 2724030.  
 
This event is supported by Wicklow County Council Arts Office and Bray Family
Resource and Development Project.

 

Bicycle Repair Workshops
in Greystones, Scouts Hall, Trafalgar Road
on Sat 11th & 17th November from 2-4pm 

 
These workshops are being organised in collaboration with  Wicklow County
Council. All are welcome, but under 18's should be accompanied by a adult, parent or
guardian. 

 

Wicklow Joint Policing Committee
Public Meeting

in Kilcoole Community Centre
On Wednesday 22nd November

at 7pm
 

 All are welcome Find out more

 

Behind the Veil - Our Journey to Freedom
Saturday 25th November from 10am to 12 noon

The Whale Theatre, Greystones
 
Greystones Family Resource Centre would be delighted if you could join them along
with Bray Women’ Refuge on Saturday 25th November to acknowledge the UN Day
for the Elimination of Gender Based Violence and the start of the 16 Days campaign.
 
The Greystones Family Resource Centre are recipients of the Victims of Crime Fund,
and they are working on a collaborative project with Bray Women’s Refuge to
highlight this issue in Wicklow. They are supporting a group of women to create art
installations to showcase in the  Whale Theatre represent survival of domestic
violence and hope. They are also collaborating with Amber Womens’ Refuge
Kilkenny and the Million Stars campaign which will be integrated into this event.
 
Their mission is to provide a platform for individuals who have experienced domestic
violence to express themselves and heal through art. The exhibition will feature a
diverse range of art forms, sculptures, stories, poetry and mixed media works, all
created by survivors of domestic violence. These artworks serve as a testament to
their courage and resilience in the face of adversity.
 
Greystones Family Resource Centre invite you to join them at this event to show your
support for these survivors and to experience the inspiring artwork they have created.
The exhibition will also provide an opportunity to raise awareness about the impact of
domestic violence on individuals in this community.
 
One Million Stars Ireland project is an inclusive community arts project connecting
communities across Ireland in solidarity against domestic abuse and all forms of
violence. Each eight-point star woven represents light, hope and solidarity against
violence, promoting our project’s eight points of healthy love within relationships.
Stars are curated into our travelling ‘LOVE’ installation, spreading love and hope for a
future free from violence and abuse for all in our community.

Reserve your spot

This event is FREE of
charge.

 

West Wicklow Environmental Network - Home Energy Evening
Report from this session

 
"West Wicklow residents recently came together as part of National Climate Action
week to share practical experiences of home energy upgrades and what you can do
to reduce your energy usage whether you are doing an upgrade or not. Hosted by
West Wicklow Environmental Network (WWEN) in Kiltegan Co Wicklow, it was an
informative evening, and we came away with useful information."
Emma Smith - WWEN member & Environmental Rep on Wicklow PPN Secretariat

Access the full Report including energy saving tips 

 

Youth Addiction Services
Wicklow Child & Family Project

 
This new initiative by Wicklow Child & Family Project is funded by the East Coast
Regional Drugs & Alcohol Task Force (ECRDATF).  

Find out more

 

Volunteer Opportunities
 
Are you interested in giving some time to local voluntary activities/events?
 
Visit the National Volunteer Database to explore volunteer opportunities near you.
 
If you are in the Arklow Area - these sounds like fun: A few Elves/Volunteers needed
to support the following two events in the run up to Christmas in Arklow:

Arklow Christmas Festival 
St Saviours Christmas Fayre

Nat. Volunteer Database

 

Community Christmas Markets
 
Communities all around the County are getting into the Christmas spirit and
supporting all things local through the organisation of Christmas Markets.
 
Keep an eye on your local news papers, newsletters, our Facebook page and other
local social media pages for details of Christmas Markets in your area. 
 
These Markets provide a really valuable and enjoyable locally based social way to
do your Christmas shopping.

 

Funding for Wicklow Libraries
 
Wicklow Libraries to receive €13,808.20 for new computers, laptops and iPads.
 
Minister Humphreys recently announced €1.3 million in funding to provide new
computers, laptops and iPads in public libraries across the Country.
 
The investment, under the Libraries Capital Programme, aims to assist our libraries in
becoming more digitally inclusive.
 
Communities across the country are set to be benefit from the initiative – with a
particular focus on supporting young people, our elderly and our disadvantaged.
 
The funding will also support the new public library strategy, ‘The Library is the
Place’, which was launched by the Minister in the new Portlaoise Library in July.

Full Press Release

Wicklow Library Service

 

New community based mobile X-ray service helps older patients avoid
Emergency Department

 
This service is seeking to improve patient quality of care and outcomes by bringing X-
ray services directly to older people in the community.
 
Due to the success of a pilot project, the HSE is expanding a free, national rapid
response community-based X-ray service older patients in nursing homes,
community facilities and in patients’ homes. This means patients can have x-rays
taken in the nursing home or facility where they reside instead of having to go to the
hospital.
 
The service is currently running in Wicklow and several other counties including
Dublin, Meath, Kildare, Louth, Cork, Limerick, Clare and North Tipperary and since
August is offered in South Tipperary, Carlow, Kilkenny, Waterford and Wexford. It will
be available nationwide in 2024 with Galway and the North West next in line to
benefit from the service.

 

Sharing Other Newsletter
November 2023

 
Irish Environmental Network: This newsletter includes an interesting update on the
Rights of Nature work that is ongoing in Westmeath and Galway County through the
Public Participation Networks.  
 
Wicklow County Council Art: Keep up to date on upcoming arts events, funding etc
across the County with this newsletter.
 
Wicklow Tourism:  This Newsletter highlights lots of things to see and lots right here
in our own County Wicklow.

Previously Listed ...

'Our Climate, Our Future': Wicklow's First Youth Climate Conference
brought to you by the students of Coláiste Chraobh Abhann & Codling Wind

Park. 
on Thursday 16th November 16th from 10am - 1pm

in Coláiste Chraobh Abhann, Kilcoole, Wicklow
 
This innovative gathering of the youth of Wicklow will inspire and empower the next
generation of climate change leaders.
 
If you are or if you know a youth mentor, climate activist, or someone who is curious
about climate issues among your colleagues, friends, or family members, we
encourage you attend or to invite others to join this Conference. This way, we can
share our knowledge and insights with the young people in our community.
 
Please RSVP to ourclimateourfuture@codlingwindpark.ie by November 3rd to
confirm your attendance and let them know if you are bringing a friend.

Find out more

 

Wicklow Outdoor Recreation Stakeholder Group (WORC)
 
WORC are establishing a Stakeholder Group for all who have an interest in Outdoor
Recreation in Wicklow, landowners, service providers, participants, local business,
NGO’s and more.
 
WORC was established more than 15 years ago. Comprising members from Coillte,
National Parks and Wildlife Service, Wicklow County Council, County Wicklow
Partnership, Wicklow Local Sports and Recreation Partnership and Wicklow Uplands
Council, the committee operates as an information sharing forum of those parties
most involved in planning, development and management of recreation in Wicklow.
 
Exponential growth in participation, Wicklow’s second Outdoor Recreation Strategy
and the publishing of Ireland’s first national outdoor recreation strategy – Embracing
Ireland’s Outdoors – has resulted in this invitation to people to join the Group.
 
The Group plans to meet three times a year, on a Thursday afternoon and to provide a
detailed update on projects, progress, plans and to offer people the opportunity to
come on board and share your knowledge.

Email
info@wicklowoutdoors.ie

to be added to the
mailing list for our first
meeting in early 2024.

National News

Charity Trustees’ Week
13th - 17th November 

 
Charity Trustees’ Week is a great big THANK YOU to charity trustees across Ireland
for the important and tireless work you carry out throughout the year in the
governance and leadership of Ireland’s charities. It is organised in partnership by the
Charities Regulator, Boardmatch Ireland, Carmichael, Charities Institute Ireland,
Dóchas, Pobal, The Wheel, and Volunteer Ireland.
 
This year’s calendar offers a range of events to celebrate the work of charity trustees
and provide support and insights to help you fulfil your roles and responsibilities. Find out more

 

New National University of Ireland (NUI) Level 7 Community Work in a Changing
Ireland Certificate Programme

Closing Date for Applications: Monday 20th November (Course commences in
Mid-January 2024)

Online information sessions: Wed 8th (7.45-9pm) & 15th (12.30-1.30pm) Nov
 
This course may be of interest to people who want to better understand and explore
the interconnections between climate justice, climate action, policy and social
issues?
 
This new National University of Ireland (NUI Maynooth) Level 7 Community Work in a
Changing Ireland Certificate Programme is a joint partnership with the National
Women's Council and Community Work Ireland, as part of the Feminist Communities
for Climate Justice Project.
 
These information sessions are a space to learn more about the Feminist
Communities for Climate Justice project and the Certificate Programme, and to ask
questions.
 
If you have any questions in the meantime, contact Collette (project coordinator)
collettemce@nwci.ie or Vanessa (project officer) vanessac@nwci.ie

Register for Wed 8th

Info Session 

Register for Wed 15th

Info Session 

 

Men's Sheds - The positive impacts they have in communities
 

Episode 30 of the HSE Talking Health and Wellbeing Podcast talks about the positive
impacts that Men's Sheds have in communities, the diversity of activities offered, and
the importance of connection and camaraderie.
 
If there isn't a Men's Shed in your community maybe it would be a project worth
considering.  

Listen to the Podcast Find out more 

 

Social Justice Matters Podcasts
 
Social Justice Matters is a podcast from Social Justice Ireland. SJI is an independent
justice advocacy think tank that advances the lives of people and communities
through providing independent social analysis and effective policy development to
create a sustainable future for every member of society and for societies as a whole.
 
In the latest Social Justice Matters podcast  the Integration Officer in Fingal County
Councils chats about Creating Inclusive Communities.

Listen to the Podcasts

 

Street Feast Think-In @ LinkedIn
Friday 17th November from 10am to 1pm

at LinkedIn, Dublin 
 

Join this session to meet other people/communities that have organised Street
Feasts.  Share your communities experience, hear about the experience of others
and build the Street Feasters Network.
 
A fund half day of sharing, connecting and planning for Street Feast 2024.

 
To register for this event email: campaigns@streetfeast.ie

Find out more 

 

EU Long Term Vision for Rural Areas, the Rural Pact and Rural Funding Toolkit
online on Wednesday 22nd November at 9.30am

 
With the publication of the Long-term Vision for Rural Areas (LTVRA 30 June 2021),
the European Commission took a further step towards broadening rural policy.
Drawing up a RURAL PACT is part of the implementation strategy of the LTVRA).
 
The RURAL PACT activities can be classified as contributing to three broad
objectives:

Amplify the voice of rural areas to bring them higher on the political agenda.
Structure and enable collaboration and mutual learning between pact members.
Encourage and monitor voluntary commitment for action by RURAL PACT
community members.

Another action in the LTVRA is guiding stakeholders on how to use EU funds through
a Rural Funding Toolkit. There are many EU funding opportunities available for rural
areas. The toolkit guides stakeholders in making an effective use of them. In this
Web-event you have a unique opportunity to be informed in an accessible way about
the state of affairs with the Rural Pact and the Rural Funding Toolkit. This information
is highly relevant for anyone involved in rural development at local, regional, national
or European level.
 
Register for this session by Sat 18th November by emailing:
ben.van.essen@outlook.com

In this Web-event you will
have an opportunity to be
informed in an accessible

way about the state of
affairs with the Rural Pact

and the Rural Funding
Toolkit. This information

is relevant to anyone
involved in rural

development at local,
regional, national or

European level.

Link to Join

 

Heritage At Play
Closing Date: Saturday 30th November.

 
This may be of interest to Groups working with children.

 
The Heritage Council is calling upon children across the country to get creative and
showcase an element of Irish built, natural or cultural heritage using LEGO® bricks.
 
Entry Categories are: 

Built Heritage- buildings, monuments, structures etc
Natural Heritage- wildlife, landscapes, flora, fauna, waterways etc
Cultural Heritage- customs, practices, music, dance, craft, sports, museum
objects etc.

Find out more 

 

Stay Safe when Shopping Online
 
With Black Friday and Cyber Monday coming soon the Gardai would like to share the following online shopping
security tips ....

Previously Listed ...

Adopt a Monument Scheme 
Closing Date for Applications: Monday 13th November

 
Community groups around Ireland are encouraged to apply to join The Heritage
Council’s Adopt a Monument scheme.
 
This scheme is all about empowering local communities to become involved in the
care and conservation of a much-loved local monument. The Adopt a Monument
scheme offers communities expertise, mentoring and support to help them to care for
their local heritage. Working in partnership with communities and state bodies, the
scheme helps to ensure the sustainable future of the adopted monuments.

Find out more & Apply

 

Second Civic Forum
on Wednesday 15th November

in the Aviva Stadium, Dublin
 

The Civic Forum, which is a commitment of Sustainable, Inclusive and Empowered
Communities, the five year strategy to support the Community and Voluntary sector,
provides for formal dialogue between Government, national and local, and the
Community and Voluntary Sector. The focus of this years Forum is on the Values and
Principles for Collaboration and Partnership Working with the Community and
Voluntary Sector, which were co-designed with the sector and have been adopted
across Government. The theme for the day is ‘Bringing the Values & Principles to
Life’.

Find out more &

Register

 

National Social Enterprise Conference 2023.
on Thursday 16th November in person and online

 
The Department of Rural and Community Development is delighted to invite you to
the 5th Annual National Social Enterprise Conference which will take place on
International Social Enterprise Day (Thursday, 16th November, 2023).This event will
be held in-person in the Shearwater Hotel, Ballinasloe. Co. Galway and will also be
virtually live-streamed.
 
The Conference aims at providing networking opportunities, disseminating
information, sharing experience and informing policy implementation.

Find out more &

Register

Consultations 

Wicklow County Council Climate Action Plan (Draft) 2024 - 2029
Closing Date: 4.30pm on Wednesday 15th November

 
Final Week of Public Consultation - Remember to get your submission in

 
Wicklow County Council’s Draft Climate Action Plan 2024-2029 has been prepared
to facilitate the transition of Wicklow County Council’s services and operations to a
low carbon resilient future, leading by example and mobilizing engagement
countywide. 
 
The Climate Action Plan will cover both mitigation measures to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and adaptations measure to build resilience to the impacts of our
changing climate.  The plan is specific for Wicklow, taking account of local
circumstances and challenges.
 
The draft plan sets out how Wicklow County Council will be responsible for
enhancing climate resilience, increasing energy efficiency, and reducing greenhouse
gas emissions, across its own assets, services, and infrastructure, for which it is fully
accountable, whilst also demonstrating a broader role of influencing, advocating, and
facilitating other sectors, to meet their own climate targets and ambitions. This is
necessary to ensure that the environmental, social, and economic benefits that come
with climate action, can be fully realised.
 
The Council will seek to mobilise the engagement of businesses and communities
working together to create a pathway towards a low carbon future for all in Wicklow.

Find out more & Have

Your Say

 

South East Fisheries Local Action Group Public Consultation
 

Let your voice be heard by attending their public meeting on Tuesday 14th
November in Wexford or via their online survey

 
FLAG is a Community Led Local Development scheme that seeks to enable a
sustainable blue economy in coastal, island and inland areas, and foster the
development of coastal communities.
 
This consultation will aid in the development of a strategy to seek funding form
Priority 3 of the European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund.

Online Survey

Public Meeting Details

 

National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA) 
new Strategic Plan Consultation

Closing Date: Friday 17th November
 

NALA are developing their new Strategic Plan and would like to hear peoples'
thoughts on the following :

What work do you think NALA does best?
What you think NALA should focus on to have the biggest impact etc.

Have your Say

 

 #OursToProtect Content
 

What kind of content would you like to hear on 'Ours To Protect' which goes out on
Thursday's at 8pm.
 
Ours to Protect is an Independent Broadcasters of Ireland audio project in
collaboration with 23 local and regional radio stations which focuses on climate
change and promoting community action to combat it.
 
East Coast Radio is one of the radio stations involved in this project.
 
Participate in their survey and be in with a chance of winning €250. Have your Say

Previously Listed ...

Brightlight Blueway Information Evening
Wednesday November 15th at 5:30 pm

Wicklow County Council Buildings, Council Chamber Room.
 

The Brightlight Blueway, will be a network of approved and branded multi-activity
recreational trails and sites closely linked with the water.
 
In summer 2024 Bray, Greystones, Kilcoole, Wicklow Town, Brittas, and Arklow will
be promoted as accredited Blueway locations.
 
The November 15th information evening is for the Kilcoole, Wicklow Town and
Brittas Blueway locations.  Subsequent information evenings will be held for the
Bray, Greystones and Arklow sites.
 
Water sports clubs, activity providers or tourism providers in these Blueway areas,
should attend to learn more about the Brightlight Blueway concept and to inform us
how it might best be developed for your community or business. 
 
This meeting is an opportunity to identify local waterside resources and activities,
local supporting services, and identify potential Blueway events.

Should you have any
inquiries or require
further information,
please do not hesitate to
contact us at
humphrey@ilc.ie

 

Public Consultation to inform a national strategy for Migrant Integration
Closing Date: Thursday 30th November

 
The Minister of State for Community Development, Integration and Charities, Joe
O’Brien, has launched a public consultation on migrant integration strategy. The
consultation seeks input from the public to inform the development of a national
strategy for migrant integration that will set out the Government’s commitment to
supporting and promoting migrant integration and provide a framework for action.
 
The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth is seeking
your views on the challenges, needs and opportunities in supporting and promoting
migrant integration.
 
Anyone with an interest in migrant integration is invited to participate.

Find out more & Have

Your Say

 

Literacy Friendly Sector Survey
Closing Date: Friday 24th November

 
The aim of the survey to find out about literacy, numeracy and digital literacy
experience of staff and volunteers in the community and voluntary sector.

If you are currently working or volunteering in the community and voluntary sector
they would love you to take part and spread the word to other people in the sector.

The survey is part of a project NALA are working on with the Wheel to support a
literacy friendly approach in the community and voluntary sector. This project
is funded by the Adult Literacy for Life Collaboration and Innovation Fund. 

Find out more & Take

the Survey

 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow
you to submit observations on them.

Consultation Hub

 

Government of Ireland Consultation Portal
 
Find information on public consultations held by government departments and local
authorities. 
 
Amongst the Open consultations currently available through the Hub are the following:
 

FS007555 - Arklow Bank Wind Park off coast of County Wicklow
Draft National En-Route EV Charging Network Plan – Public Consultation
Green Paper on Disability Reform: A Public Consultation to Reform Disability
Payments in Ireland 
Public Consultation on the Draft Green Public Procurement Strategy and Action
Plan

Consultation Portal

Funding Opportunities

Children’s Disability Service Grant Fund
Closing Date: Monday 13th November

 
Grants are open to a number of organisations, including community groups and
service providers. The children your organisation serves must be on a waiting list for
Children’s Disability Network Team services.
 
Projects that can be funded include:

Recognised sensory programmes
Evidence-based therapies such as equine therapy
Respite - including clubs, evening and weekend sessions, Saturday clubs,
sports sessions, activities designed to meet the needs of disabled children
Additional therapy sessions - for example, for managing distress giving rise to
challenging behaviours

Find out more & Apply

 

Disabilty Bray Website
 

This is a great source of information for People with Disabilities and those who care
for them.  

 
They also have a Facebook Page

 

Local Bereavement Development Grants 
Closing Date: 5pm on Friday 17th of November

 
Irish Hospice Foundation award a number of Local Bereavement Development (LBD)
grants annually. The grant aims to encourage and support collaborative bereavement
developments at a local level.  Already existing groups and newly formed groups are
eligible to apply.
 
Who can apply for a Grant?
A group of at least 6 organisations who provide some level of bereavement support to
the public and operate in the same geographical region e.g. county, CHO area etc.

Find out more & Apply

 

Festivals Investment Scheme
Closing Date: 5.30pm Thursday 23rd November

 
The Arts Council has announced round two of the Festivals Investment Scheme (FIS)
for festivals that commence between 1st of July 2024 and 31st of December 2024.
 
The Festivals Investment Scheme is a competitive scheme that offers funding to
support the staging of festivals on a non-recurring basis.
 
It is important to note that funding under this programme is offered on a once-off basis.
Therefore, those offered awards in previous funding rounds of the Festival Investment
Scheme should not assume that funding will be provided.
 
There are three bands of funding available:
Band A – For awards up to €10,000
Band B – For awards of €10,001–€25,000
Band C – For awards of €25,001–€45,000

Find out more & Apply

 

Movement for Good
Closing Date: Sunday 17th December

 
Ecclesiastical Insurance in Ireland is inviting people to nominate a good cause to
receive €1,000 as part of Benefact Group’s 2023 Movement for Good Awards.
You can nominate as many charities as you like for a £1,000 award – it’s one
nomination per charity, per person. Simply fill in the short form to get them into the
draw. You can nominate a registered charity, not-for-profit organisation or community
interest company.
 
The more nominations a group gets, the greater their chances of winning, so spread
the word!

Find out more 

 

EIL Explore Fund
Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 1st December

 
EIL Explore funds overseas intercultural learning adventures which challenge
participants to become global citizens.
 
Awardees use their experience overseas to learn more about the global community in
a supported environment that challenges them to grow personally. The vision is that
upon their return to Ireland, Explorers will have grown as individuals and will use this
wonderful learning experience to be agents for change in their local community
advocating for a more globally just society.
 
The programme supports participants with an interest in global issues to travel
abroad for the purpose of volunteering, cultural immersion, or language education
through a variety of awards.
 
Operating for over 25 years, 2024 will offer funds of over €130,000 to sponsor up to
35 Explorers.

Find out more & Apply

 

Community Climate Action Fund
Opening before the end of the Year

 
The Community Climate Action Fund is a new programme which aims to support and
empower communities to take climate action at a local level. Wicklow County
Council, in conjunction with the Department of the Environment, Climate and
Communications will support communities in the establishment and/or scaling up of
community climate action.
 
Projects will be required to deliver a direct positive impact on climate change by
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, increasing production or use of renewable
energy, improving energy efficiency and/or increasing climate resilience and help
communities adapt to the consequences of climate change.
 

Julie Sammiller the Community Climate Action Officer for Co. Wicklow will
attend our End of Year Members' Gathering to update Community Groups on

this Funding criteria and timeframe. 
 

Julie is also making herself available to meet with smaller gatherings of community
groups to discuss this fund and explore possible project applications.

To find out
more about
this Fund

Email
Julie Sammiller

at
ccap@wicklowcoco.ie  

 

The Hybrid Social Finance Loan for Social Enterprises 
Closing Date: Friday 8th December at 1pm

 
The Hybrid Social Finance Loan is a partnership between Rethink Ireland,
Community Finance Ireland and the Department of Rural and Community
Development via the Dormant Accounts Fund.
 
It aims to build the capacity of social enterprises that are first-time borrowers.
 
This financial instrument will provide a mix of a loan that must be paid back, along
with a non-repayable loan and business support for up to 20 social enterprises in
total.

Find out more

 

Clann Credo – Community Loan Finance
& Their Annual Report

 
The social finance offered by Clann Credo is designed for community groups and
comprises term loans and bridging loans.  
 
The Clann Credo Annual Report contains lots of interesting information about the
performance of Clann Credo and several case studies to give you the human and
community stories behind the numbers. 
 
Clann Credo is a registered charity with a national remit and they have staff ready to
assist your community group. Community groups up and down the country have
secured social finance from Clann Credo. 

Access the Annual

Report

To  request a hard copy
email

info@clanncredo.ie.

Previously Listed ...

Trinity School of Education/Leavers Climate Action Project
Closing Date: Wednesday 6th December

 
Trinity's School of Education, through the Leavers Project, have an Open Call running
that might be of interest to some of our member groups.
 
The project is looking for communities and schools to come together to create place-
based learning programmes, for all ages, to address climate justice issues.
 
The project can offer up to €15,000 in financial support as well as connection to
expertise in UCL's Climate Action Unit along with many others. 

Find out more & Apply

 

LAWPRO Community Water Development Fund 2024
Closing Date: 12 noon on Wednesday 6th December

 
This Fund helps local communities deliver projects and initiatives that enhance your
local water environment, delivering multiple benefits for water quality, biodiversity and
climate action. The Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) administers the
Fund on behalf of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. There
will be €520,000 available in grants under the 2024 Call.
 
The Fund is open to all community and voluntary groups to help in the protection and
management of water quality, both locally and in the wider catchment. Grants
awarded will range from €1,000 to €25,000.
For support with your application contact your local Community Water Officer
Communities Team – Local Authority Water Programme (lawaters.ie).

Find out more & Apply

 

 

 

Climate Emergency Fund
 
The Arkbound Foundation (an ECOLISE member) has partnered with other funders
to deliver a brand new fund for organisations with a focus on tackling the climate
emergency.
 
The fund is intended to support community based, grassroots, lived experience and
localised type methods of delivery.
 
Maximum funding is £30,000, though most applicants will likely receive under
£10,000.
 
Please note, the fund is brand new so further details are likely to come out in the
following weeks. Though it is expected demand will be high and to some extent there
are benefits in applying sooner rather than later. 

Find out More &

Submit an EOI

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.

 
Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.

 
If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the

subject 'Unsubscribe'.
 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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