
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

News Update: Friday 27th October 2023
Since our last News Update Wicklow PPN's Co-ordinator has attended a number of
important networking events which were held in the County during Social Inclusion
week.  Wicklow PPN also attended the Inclusive Community Engagement Pilot
Showcase held in Dublin on Wednesday 25th October.  The Wicklow Pilot project
which was implemented in collaboration with Wicklow County Council, and which
has resulted in the establishment of the Social Inclusion Network Group (SING) was
presented at the showcase. For more on this and the other events attended see our
PPN News section below.
 
We are planning to hold two events for our member groups before the end of the year:

Year End Members' Meeting (Plenary) in person in Arklow on Sat 25th
November
Dealing with Financial Institutions as a Nonprofit Organisation online session
on Wed 6th December.

Please put these dates in your diary, spread the word and encourage others to come
along, even if their group is not a member of the PPN.  We will be circulating more
information on these events to you so keep an eye on your email inbox and on our
Facebook page.
 
Please Note: We will continue to circulate our News Update on a fortnightly basis for
the remainder of this year. 

To catch up on all the
news scroll through the

update or click on the links
below to jump straight to a

specific section:  
 

Wicklow PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 

PPN News

 

Wicklow PPN End of Year Plenary (Members' Meeting)
on Saturday 25th November from 10am to 1pm

In the Presbyterian Church Hall, Arklow
 

In addition to our usual AGM business, we will organise a networking/information
session for our members, and we will finish up with a light lunch and a bit of very
early Christmas craic!

 

Dealing with Financial Institutions as a Nonprofit Organisation
Wednesday 6th December from 7.30 - 9.30pm

online, via zoom
 

By the end of this session, participants will be able to: 

Understand their role and responsibility in relation to setting up and operating
accounts in financial institutions.
Understand the various governance responsibilities and measures to be put in
place in your organisation to
operate compliant and up to date Bank/CU accounts.
Understand Anti Money Laundering (AML) and Counter Terrorist Financing
(CTF) legislation and risks applicable to nonprofit organisations.
Understand, identify and document the Beneficial Owners of your organisation.
Understand requirements to open and make any changes to accounts.
Understand causes of problems, including the size of banking institutions,
internal bureaucracy and lack of training for staff on dealing with small
community groups.  
Understand practical ways to address problems and how to access supports
when issues arise. 

We will circulate a
booking form for this

session shortly.

 

Social Inclusion Week in Wicklow incorporates the International Day for the eradication of poverty which falls on
17th October.  This year it ran from Sunday 15th October to Saturday 21st of October.  During the week Wicklow
PPN was delighted to attend some excellent events including:

 

National Learning Network Speed Networking Event
 

Wicklow PPN was invited to attend the National Learning Network Speed Networking
Event on 17th October.  A mix of organisation from the voluntary and statutory sector
enjoyed the opportunity to introduce themselves and chat about the work they do with
one another. 
 
Jean Evens, a communications and networking specialist gave a very interesting talk
on the importance of networking along with providing some great networking tips. 
Sean Whooley, the corporate affairs director at AsIam (the national autism charity)
provided an insight into how they network to support their service both in providing
direct supports to those that need it, and through leveraging funding for the
organisation. NLN - find out more

 

Launch of the Co Wicklow Disability Strategy
 
Wicklow PPN is an active member of the Wicklow Disability & Inclusion Steering
Committee (DISC).  Members of DISC and the wider community came together in the
Arklow Bay Hotel on Friday 20th October to launch the Co Wicklow Disability
Strategy. 
 
The strategy outlines the various ways that Wicklow County Council and their
partners, intend to make the services they provide equitable and accessible to all.  It
aims to make sure that persons with a disability have an equal opportunity to pursue
their ambitions, realise their potential and live fulfilling lives.  We will be adding a
section about DISC on our PPN website soon and will upload the full strategy on to
it. 

 

The Women of Wicklow Social Inclusion Network Event
 
To end Social Inclusion Week on Saturday 21st October, Wicklow PPN was pleased
to participate in some great conversations and to support this event in collaboration
with Glencree Welcomes Refugees, The Women from the Sheds Ballyraine and the
Women of Wicklow Social Inclusion Network.

 

Dormant Accounts Funded Inclusive Community Engagement Project
Showcase Event

 
On Wednesday 25th October members of the community and statutory sector met in
the Aisling Hotel in Dublin to find out about this project and to attend the launch of the
Guide for Inclusive Community Engagement in Local Planning & Decision making
(Second Edition) by Minister of State for Community Development, Integration and
Charities, Joe O’ Brien TD. 
 
The guide was designed to support local consultation and engagement processes
and focuses on the importance of engaging marginalised communities and the
organisations that represent them.  It provides tips and processes to support
organisations to be diverse and inclusive in their community engagement
approaches. 
 
Wicklow PPN in collaboration with Wicklow LCDC (Local Community Development
Committee) and WCC was one of 3 pilot projects that fed into the second issue of the
guide.  Our work has led to the establishment of a Social Inclusion Network Group as
a subgroup of the Wicklow LCDC.  This group will make sure that the actions to
combat social exclusion in the Local Economic & Community Plan are working for
marginalised communities on the ground.  A policy to practice book was also
developed to show how the Local Economic & Community Plan has led to concrete
actions in the county. 

Access the Guide

 

National PPN Conference 2023 (5th & 6th Oct)
 

Hosted by Wicklow PPN in conjunction with Wicklow County Council, the Department of Rural and Community
Development and the National PPN Advisory Group. 
 
We are currently compiling a report from the Conference which will include all speeches, presentations, workshops
and details of excursions.
 
We have included below some photos from the Conference Excursions and In-hotel Community Expo which
capture just some of the team of Wicklow volunteers that helped to ensure that the Conference was a great success
and that delegates from across the country got a flavour of the amazing work of community groups in the County.

 

News from Clare PPN: Communities in Clare at risk of an unjust transition,
report finds.

 
The findings and recommendations of this report are of interest to people in

rural areas/counties across Ireland.
 
‘We can’t rely on people’s goodwill one more time, what we need are resources’
participant quote.
 
A first of its kind research project conducted in Clare which examined the effects on
Clare communities of the transition to net zero carbon emissions has found that there
is a risk of ‘an unfair transition in the county’ unless significant measures are taken to
address this. The report: ‘Fair Clare: Securing Socio-Economic Rights and a Just
Transition in Clare’ is jointly authored by Kieran Harrahill and Roisin Greaney both
from TASC – Think Tank for Action on Social Change who conducted a series of
workshops with a wide range of communities in the county over the course of summer
2023. Press Release

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new Events Calendar and Funding Sources, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th November. 
Minutes from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing
videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

4O2 Art Collective, Arklow
Arts Festival

Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th October
 

The Festival will focus on interacting with nature.

Programme of Events

 

Rathnew Craft Fair
Sunday 29th October

 
This Fair is always worth a visit and there's an added incentive this month because

it's being run in aid of Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

Find out more

 

Networking Session and Introduction to One-to-One Coaching for Artists
A networking and capacity building session for Artists and Creatives in the

Baltinglass area
on Friday 3rd of November from 10 am to 1 pm

in Horan's in Baltinglass.
 
 
Creative Places Baltinglass and Wicklow Arts Office invite artists and creatives based
in the Baltinglass area to join them for a Networking and Capacity Building
Sessions. 
 
The session will offer networking opportunities for participants and provide
an Introduction to One-to-One Coaching for Artists.
 
During the session, participants will learn what one-to-one coaching is all about, how
it can benefit creative practitioners, how coaching works, and how to apply for this
opportunity.
 
Following the application process, five artists from the Baltinglass artists who wish to
develop their socially engaged practice or work with communities will be offered three
hours of one-to-one coaching sessions each.  

Find out more & Register

 

'Our Climate, Our Future': Wicklow's First Youth Climate Conference
brought to you by the students of Coláiste Chraobh Abhann & Codling Wind

Park. 
on Thursday 16th November 16th from 10am - 1pm

in Coláiste Chraobh Abhann, Kilcoole, Wicklow
 
This innovative gathering of the youth of Wicklow will inspire and empower the next
generation of climate change leaders.
 
Hosted by the award winning, critically acclaimed author, comedian and broadcaster,
Colm O'Regan, this event will be an invaluable opportunity for you to engage with
future voters and inspiring speakers taking meaningful action towards a sustainable
future.
 
If you are or if you know a youth mentor, climate activist, or someone who is curious
about climate issues among your colleagues, friends, or family members, we
encourage you attend or to invite others to join this Conference. This way, we can
share our knowledge and insights with the young people in our community.
 
Please RSVP to ourclimateourfuture@codlingwindpark.ie by November 3rd to
confirm your attendance and let them know if you are bringing a friend.

Find out more

 

Bray Area Partnership 
 

Free Training Courses
 
Training is open to individuals who live in the Bray or Greystones MD area.
 

Safe pass training on 7th November (limited places remaining!)
Food Safety, Hygiene & Allergens workshop on 8th November – particularly
targeting young people aged 15-24 who are not currently in education, training
or employment.
Barista Essentials on 5th December – particularly targeting young people aged
15-24 who are not currently in education, training or employment.
New! Food Safety, Hygiene & Allergens workshop on 29th November –
particularly targeting young people aged 15-24 who are not currently in
education, training or employment.

Call: 01 286 8266 to find out more of visit the Bray Area Partnership website
 
 
In addition, Bray Area Partnership are running a Healthy Food Made Easy course
starting on 6th November in Bray - running for five Monday mornings from 10am-
12.30pm. Note: you have to be aged 18 to attend and living in the Bray area to
attend.  To find out more call Louise on 083 3431284 or visit the Partnership website.

Website

 

Ukrainian Hub
 
The Ukrainian Community Centre for Bray and North Wicklow provides a welcoming
space for Ukrainian people to connect, socialise, get information and advice and take
part in a wide range of activities - from English language classes and skills training to
arts, cultural, health and well-being events and programmes for children and adults
alike.  Check out the video opposite to find out more about the work of this centre.

 

 

Conversational English Classes in Co. Wicklow
 

Failte Isteach is a Conversational English Language Project co-ordinated by County
Wicklow Partnership through the SICAP Programme.  The project aims to provide
free conversational English classed for migrants in an informal setting.
 

Class times & locations

 

Congratulations to YouthSpin Co Wicklow
Awarded the European Youth Information (ERYICA) Quality Label.

 
This award confirms that their approach helps to ensure the information they provide
is correct, accurate, unbiased, accessible and reliable.  
 
YouthSpin believe that each young person has a right to full and reliable information.
This is the central belief behind their work.

Find out more

 

Wicklow County Councillors Vote to Leave Local Property Tax Rate Unchanged
for 2024

 
At the meeting of Wicklow County Council on Monday the 9th October, Councillors
voted to maintain the Local Property Tax (LPT) charge for 2024 at the same level as
2023.
 
This decision means that householders in Wicklow will face no increase to their LPT
payments in 2024 while it generates €1.2m in funding for the Council.
 
This funding is ring-fenced for discretionary use by the Elected Members of the
five Municipal Districts to support local projects in these areas, including
footpath repairs, public realm initiatives and supporting local community
organisations.
 
Bray Municipal District will receive €297,370 with the other four Districts - Arklow,
Baltinglass, Greystones and Wicklow - each receiving €223,028.
 
Local Property Tax is an important funding source for local authorities and contributes
towards the cost of providing a range of Council services including libraries, public
lighting, road maintenance, housing services, fire services, community grant scheme,
littering and tourism development initiatives.
 
The full €1.2m generated will remain entirely within the local district areas for
allocation from their Discretionary Fund.

Keep up to date on

Wicklow County

Council Meetings

 

Wicklow Travellers Group
Recruiting a part-time Community Youth Worker 
Closing date: 5.00pm on Monday 6th November 

 
Wicklow Travellers Group is a community development organisation of Travellers and
settled people working together to promote human rights for Travellers and create a
society in which we are different, equal, confident and valued.  Their work is based on
principles of adult education, community work, youth work and positive physical and
mental health promotion.  They seek to achieve awareness, recognition and
celebration of the unique identity and culture of Travellers and to empower Travellers
in Wicklow to enhance their quality of life. Find out more

 

Loughlinstown Training Centre
Drop-in Information Hub

Every Wednesday from9.30am to 12
 

This Training Centre offers a diverse range of free courses for those seeking work,
upskilling for work or changing career.

Find out more

 

The Community Healthcare East Engagement and Recovery Community
Monthly Newsletter - CHEER 

 
A number of initiatives in Co. Wicklow that are working to promote mental health and

recovery in our community are featured in the Newsletter. CHEER Newsletter

 

Public Lighting Energy Efficiency Project
 
Twenty-one local authorities are collaborating in the National Public Lighting Energy
Efficiency Project (PLEEP) to retrofit public lights in their areas to LED. This
technology change will improve energy efficiency, reduce costs, and reduce CO2
emissions.
 
Wicklow County Council is part of the Eastern Region, with Kilkenny County Council
as the lead authority managing the rollout.
 
PLEEP survey crews will be in Arklow Municipal District on the 6th of November. This
survey aims to inspect assets visually, gather inventory data, map new assets, and
assess their condition.
 
No traffic disruption will occur during the survey.

Find out more

 

Wicklow County Council urges public to celebrate Halloween safely and
responsibly (Press Release)

 
Wicklow County Council is appealing to people to stay safe this Halloween and
reminds the public to celebrate the occasion responsibly and discourage the use of
bonfires.
 
Bonfires are illegal and in accordance with the Council’s commitment to ensuring
safety and environmental responsibility, Wicklow County Council will not undertake
the cleaning up of the remains of bonfires after the event.
 
Any clean ups remain the responsibility of the residents concerned, with the
exception of situations which involve significant safety concerns .......

Read Full Press Release

Safety Info for

Halloween from An

Garda Síochána

 

National Broadband Ireland Survey Work in the County
 
NBI is scheduling to begin survey works in the following areas:
 

Hollyfort Deployment Area W/B 9th November 2023
Coolkenno Deployment Area W/B 13th of November 2023

This will involve surveying of existing EIR, overhead and underground, infrastructure
as follows;
 

Test of all EIR poles required for the rollout i.e. visual and hammer test
Visual check of transitions from overhead to underground and vice versa
For underground routes cordon off chambers, located in the footpath or verge,
for up to 10 minutes maximum to open and examine chambers at both ends of
the route and any other chambers in between

 

Wicklow Outdoor Recreation Stakeholder Group (WORC)

WORC are establishing a Stakeholder Group for all who have an interest in Outdoor Recreation in Wicklow,
landowners, service providers, participants, local business, NGO’s and more.
 
WORC was established more than 15 years ago. Comprising members from Coillte, National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Wicklow County Council, County Wicklow Partnership, Wicklow Local Sports and Recreation Partnership
and Wicklow Uplands Council, the committee operates as an information sharing forum of those parties most
involved in planning, development and management of recreation in Wicklow.
 
Exponential growth in participation, Wicklow’s second Outdoor Recreation Strategy and the publishing of Ireland’s
first national outdoor recreation strategy – Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors – has resulted in this invitation to people to
join the Group.
 
The Group plans to meet three times a year, on a Thursday afternoon and to provide a detailed update on projects,
progress, plans and to offer people the opportunity to come on board and share your knowledge.
 
Email info@wicklowoutdoors.ie to be added to the mailing list for our first meeting in early 2024.

Previously Listed ...

North Wicklow Women's Shed
every Thursday morning

in the Villa Pacis Parish Centre, Putland Road, Bray
from 11.30 am to 1pm

 
North Wicklow Women's Shed is a new group in Bray.  To find out more and join the
group contact: Orla Finn by email: info.northwicklowwomensshed@gmail.com or by
call/text to 086 7302639.

National News

Climate Justice Strengthening Capacity in the Community Work Sector
on Wednesday 8th November

in F2 Centre, Rialto, Dublin from 9.15am to 4pm
 
This event is open to community workers, community work organisations, and those
interested in promoting, engaging with, and integrating climate justice in their work.

Find out more &

Register

 

Adopt a Monument Scheme 
Closing Date for Applications: Monday 13th November

 
Community groups around Ireland are encouraged to apply to join The Heritage
Council’s Adopt a Monument scheme.
 
This scheme is all about empowering local communities to become involved in the
care and conservation of a much-loved local monument. The Adopt a Monument
scheme offers communities expertise, mentoring and support to help them to care for
their local heritage. Working in partnership with communities and state bodies, the
scheme helps to ensure the sustainable future of the adopted monuments.

Find out more & Apply

 

Second Civic Forum
on Wednesday 15th November

in the Aviva Stadium, Dublin
 

The Civic Forum, which is a commitment of Sustainable, Inclusive and Empowered
Communities, the five year strategy to support the Community and Voluntary sector,
provides for formal dialogue between Government, national and local, and the
Community and Voluntary Sector. The focus of this years Forum is on the Values and
Principles for Collaboration and Partnership Working with the Community and
Voluntary Sector, which were co-designed with the sector and have been adopted
across Government. The theme for the day is ‘Bringing the Values & Principles to
Life’.

Find out more &

Register

 

National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA) Free Four-part webinar series
Various Dates in October & November

 
This free four-part webinar series is for people working in the community and
voluntary sector.
 
The sessions will discuss ways of helping communities to support people with
literacy needs. The webinars will cover topics like raising literacy awareness, using
literacy friendly approaches, health literacy and plain English.
 
If you attend all four webinars in this series, you will get a NALA certificate of
completion.
 
Friday 27 October, 11am – 12pm
Webinar 1: Raising literacy awareness with people working with marginalised
communities.
 
Friday 3 November, 11am – 12pm
Webinar 2: Using a literacy friendly approach in practice.
 
Friday 10 November, 11am – 12pm
Webinar 3: Making health literacy everyone’s business.
 
Friday 17 November, 11am – 12pm
Webinar 4: Introduction to plain English – Top tips for clear communication.

Find out more &

Register 

See also our
Consultation section
below for details of

Literacy Friendly Sector
Survey

 

Clann Credo – Community Loan Finance
 

If your community group, approved housing body, family resource centre, sports club,
charity or social enterprise is planning a project or service that delivers a social
benefit in your local community, Clann Credo may be able to help!
 
The social finance offered by Clann Credo is designed for community groups and
comprises term loans and bridging loans. You may need a bridging loan to enable
you to avail of grant aid offered by a public body and/or you may require a term loan
to deliver your project or service where grant aid is not available or does not meet the
full cost of the project.
 

Find out more 

 

Census 2022:  Diversity, Migration, Ethnicity, Irish Travellers & Religion  

Some highlights for County Wicklow
 
Citizenship
In Wicklow non-Irish citizens accounted for 10% of the county’s population. Among the non-Irish residents, the
largest group were UK citizens (2,917 people) followed by Polish citizens (2,244), Romanian (1,018) and
Lithuanian (680). Nationally there were more than 631,000 non-Irish citizens, which was 12% of the population. The
number of dual-Irish citizens, which is when you are a citizen of two countries at the same time, in the county
increased from 3,276 in 2016 to 5,742 in 2022. The largest dual-Irish citizenships included Irish-UK (1,226 people),
Irish-US (995) and Irish-Australia (591). There were more than 170,500 dual-Irish residents in Ireland in Census
2022
 
Immigration
There were 5,048 people living in Wicklow in April 2022 who had moved to the county in the year before the
census. This included 3,373 people who had moved from elsewhere within Ireland, and 1,675 people from outside
the State. A further 4,803 people had moved within the county in the year before the census.
 
 
Ethnic group/background
More than 126,000 people living in Wicklow in April 2022 had a White Irish ethic group or background. A further
13,905 people identified as Any other White. There were 1,555 people whose ethnic group/background was Asian
or Asian Irish - Indian/Pakistani/Bangladeshi and 692 people with a Black or Black Irish – African ethnic
group/background.
 
 
Irish Travellers
There were 887 Travellers in Wicklow in Census 2022, compared with 783 in 2016 (+13%). This included 458
females and 429 males. There were 32,949 Travellers in Ireland, compared with 30,987 in 2016 (+6%). This
included 16,777 females and 16,172 males.
 
 
Religion
In Census 2022 over 99,300 people in the county were Catholic (64%). This was down from 73% in Census 2016.
Nationally, 69% stated they were Catholic compared to 78% in 2016. The other most common religions in Wicklow
included Church of Ireland (with 8,895 people), Orthodox (2,592) and Christian (1,449). There were more than
30,600 people who stated they did not have a religion, which was up from almost 19,000 in Census 2016, up 62%.
They made up 20% of the county’s population, compared with 13% in 2016.

Previously Listed ...

National Social Enterprise Conference 2023.
on Thursday 16th November in person and online

 
The Department of Rural and Community Development is delighted to invite you to
the 5th Annual National Social Enterprise Conference which will take place on
International Social Enterprise Day (Thursday, 16th November, 2023).This event will
be held in-person in the Shearwater Hotel, Ballinasloe. Co. Galway and will also be
virtually live-streamed.
 
The Conference aims at providing networking opportunities, disseminating
information, sharing experience and informing policy implementation.

Find out more &

Register

Consultations 

Brightlight Blueway Information Evening
Wednesday November 15th at 5:30 pm

Wicklow County Council Buildings, Council Chamber Room.
 

The Brightlight Blueway, will be a network of approved and branded multi-activity
recreational trails and sites closely linked with the water.
 
In summer 2024 Bray, Greystones, Kilcoole, Wicklow Town, Brittas, and Arklow will
be promoted as accredited Blueway locations.
 
The November 15th information evening is for the Kilcoole, Wicklow Town and
Brittas Blueway locations.  Subsequent information evenings will be held for the
Bray, Greystones and Arklow sites.
 
Water sports clubs, activity providers or tourism providers in these Blueway areas,
should attend to learn more about the Brightlight Blueway concept and to inform us
how it might best be developed for your community or business. 
 
This meeting is an opportunity to identify local waterside resources and activities,
local supporting services, and identify potential Blueway events.

Should you have any
inquiries or require
further information,
please do not hesitate to
contact us at
humphrey@ilc.ie

 

Public Consultation to inform a national strategy for Migrant Integration
Closing Date: Thursday 30th November

 
The Minister of State for Community Development, Integration and Charities, Joe
O’Brien, has launched a public consultation on migrant integration strategy. The
consultation seeks input from the public to inform the development of a national
strategy for migrant integration that will set out the Government’s commitment to
supporting and promoting migrant integration and provide a framework for action.
 
The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth is seeking
your views on the challenges, needs and opportunities in supporting and promoting
migrant integration.
 
Anyone with an interest in migrant integration is invited to participate.

Find out more & Have

Your Say

 

Literacy Friendly Sector Survey
Closing Date: Friday 24th November

 
The aim of the survey to find out about literacy, numeracy and digital literacy
experience of staff and volunteers in the community and voluntary sector.

If you are currently working or volunteering in the community and voluntary sector
they would love you to take part and spread the word to other people in the sector.

The survey is part of a project NALA are working on with the Wheel to support a
literacy friendly approach in the community and voluntary sector. This project
is funded by the Adult Literacy for Life Collaboration and Innovation Fund. 

Find out more & Take

the Survey

Previously Listed ...

Wicklow County Council Climate Action Plan (Draft) 2024 - 2029
Closing Date: 4.30pm on Wednesday 15th November

 
Public Consultation Drop-In Clinic in Greystones Library on Tuesday 7th

November from 6-8pm
 
Wicklow County Council’s Draft Climate Action Plan 2024-2029 has been prepared
to facilitate the transition of Wicklow County Council’s services and operations to a
low carbon resilient future, leading by example and mobilizing engagement
countywide. 
 
The Climate Action Plan will cover both mitigation measures to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and adaptations measure to build resilience to the impacts of our
changing climate.  The plan is specific for Wicklow, taking account of local
circumstances and challenges.
 
The draft plan sets out how Wicklow County Council will be responsible for
enhancing climate resilience, increasing energy efficiency, and reducing greenhouse
gas emissions, across its own assets, services, and infrastructure, for which it is fully
accountable, whilst also demonstrating a broader role of influencing, advocating, and
facilitating other sectors, to meet their own climate targets and ambitions. This is
necessary to ensure that the environmental, social, and economic benefits that come
with climate action, can be fully realised.
 
The Council will seek to mobilise the engagement of businesses and communities
working together to create a pathway towards a low carbon future for all in Wicklow.
 
Written submissions or observations can be made in one of three ways:

Online via Wicklow County Council Online Consultation Hub Portal below
Via Email with “Draft Local Authority Climate Action Plan” in the subject line
to climatepolicy@wicklowcoco.ie
In writing (marked “Draft Local Authority Climate Action Plan”) to: Climate Action
Co-Ordinator, Planning, Development and Environment, Wicklow County
Council, Station Road, Wicklow Town, A67FW96.

Find out more & Have

Your Say

Printed copies of the
Plan may be inspected 

at the following locations:
 

 
County Buildings, A67
FW96, Monday to Friday
(excluding Bank
Holidays) between the
hours of 9:00am to
5:00pm

 
Wicklow Libraries
(Arklow, Baltinglass
Blessington, Bray and
Greystones) during their
normal opening hours.

 

Blessington Town Centre First Plan Consultation 
Closing Date: Saturday 21st October 

 
In February 2022, The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage and
the Department of Rural and Community Development published 'Town Centre First:
A Policy Approach for Irish Towns'.
 
This Town Centre First policy includes the appointment of a Town Regeneration
Officer and the preparation of a 'Town Centre First Plan' by the Town Team, which
should outline a comprehensive vision for the town, covering key themes and
identifying specific interventions. The Town Centre First Plan will be central to
informing the future direction of the Town and the priority investment interventions to
be supported through the various TCF-aligned funding streams.
 
Blessington has been designated, as one of 26 towns nationally, as a 'Pathfinder'
town to act as initial demonstrators of the Town Centre First policy approach.
 
The Blessington Town Centre First Plan, which may also be referred to as the
Blessington Masterplan, will largely be focused on addressing issues in relation to
the regeneration of the town centre, placemaking, and urban design. The Town
Centre First Plan will identify specific projects to be pursued by relevant stakeholders.

Find out more & Have

your Say

 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow
you to submit observations on them.
 
Open consultations currently available through the Hub include:

N11/M11 Bus Priority Interim Scheme – Public Display Programme - Closing 3rd
November 2023
Arklow to Shillelagh Greenway Public Consultation - Closing 2nd November
2023
Draft Climate Action Plan - Submissions or observations must be made in writing
no later than 16:30pm on Wednesday 15th November 2023.
Part-8-Development-of-Roundwood-Recreation-Area-Multi-Use-Family-Facility  -
Submissions must be received on or before 1st December 2023 5pm.

Consultation Hub

 

Government of Ireland Consultation Portal
 
Find information on public consultations held by government departments and local
authorities. 

Consultation Portal

Funding Opportunities

Trinity School of Education/Leavers Climate Action Project
Closing Date: Wednesday 6th December

 
Trinity's School of Education, through the Leavers Project, have an Open Call running
that might be of interest to some of our member groups.
 
The project is looking for communities and schools to come together to create place-
based learning programmes, for all ages, to address climate justice issues.
 
The project can offer up to €15,000 in financial support as well as connection to
expertise in UCL's Climate Action Unit along with many others. 

Find out more & Apply

 

SuperValu TidyTowns 2024 Funding Announcement
 

Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys T.D., has today
(Friday, 27th October) confirmed details of the allocation of €1.5 million to support
local TidyTowns groups with their preparations for the 2024 SuperValu TidyTowns
competition, and has urged eligible groups to ensure they avail of the funding.
 
This allocation will provide top-up funding of between €1,000 and €4,000 for eligible
TidyTowns groups across the country.  All of the SuperValu TidyTowns Groups who
entered the competition in any of 2021, 2022 and 2023 will be eligible to apply.
 
This year marked the 65th anniversary of the SuperValu TidyTowns competition,
which continues to go from strength to strength, with over 880 towns and villages
entering the competition in 2023.
 
With this new funding announcement, the Department of Rural and Community
Development has allocated a total of €9.5 million to TidyTowns Groups since 2017. 

Access list of

TidyTowns Groups

eligible for the

scheme  

Access Full Press

Release

Previously Listed ...

National Integration Funding
Closing Date: 12 noon Wednesday 1st November

 
The purpose of the National Integration Fund 2023 is to support communities across
Ireland to play a greater role in promoting the integration of migrants. This call is
open to applicants operating at regional and national level.

Approximately €750,000 will be committed per year in this call over a maximum of
three years, subject to the availability of funds in the relevant subhead of the
Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth Vote.
 
This funding can be used for both once-off initiatives and short to medium term
projects. Projects should take an inclusive approach, aiming to bring migrants and
host communities together. Funding must be focused on activity in the State.

Find out more & Apply

 

LAWPRO Community Water Development Fund 2024
Closing Date: 12 noon on Wednesday 6th December

 
This Fund helps local communities deliver projects and initiatives that enhance your
local water environment, delivering multiple benefits for water quality, biodiversity and
climate action. The Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) administers the
Fund on behalf of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. There
will be €520,000 available in grants under the 2024 Call.
 
The Fund is open to all community and voluntary groups to help in the protection and
management of water quality, both locally and in the wider catchment. Grants
awarded will range from €1,000 to €25,000.
For support with your application contact your local Community Water Officer
Communities Team – Local Authority Water Programme (lawaters.ie).

Find out more & Apply

 

Community Climate Action Fund
Opening Soon

 
The Community Climate Action Fund is a new programme which aims to support and
empower communities to take climate action at a local level. Wicklow County
Council, in conjunction with the Department of the Environment, Climate and
Communications will support communities in the scale up of community climate
action.
 
Projects must deliver a direct positive impact on climate change by reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, increasing production or use of renewable
energy, improving energy efficiency and/or increasing climate resilience and help
communities adapt to the consequences of climate change. Projects should address
at least one, preferably several, of the following five themes:

Home and energy
Travel
Food and waste
Shopping and recycling
Local climate and environmental action

Three different sized grants which can fund up to 100% of all eligible costs:

Small scale projects < €20,000
Medium scale projects €20,000 to €50,000
Large scale projects €50,000 to €100,000

Eligible community organisations must:

be not-for-profit
be located within County Wicklow
submit a completed application form by the deadline
be registered with the County Wicklow PPN or be connected with other
collectives such as The Wheel, Tidy Towns, or be a community group with
Articles of Association, which hold an AGM with appropriately approved
minutes.

 
Private individuals, commercial undertakings, and national community or
environmental organisations, as well as groups from outside of County Wicklow are
not eligible.

To find out
more about
this Fund

Email
Julie Sammiller

at
ccap@wicklowcoco.ie  

 

Climate Emergency Fund
 
The Arkbound Foundation (an ECOLISE member) has partnered with other funders
to deliver a brand new fund for organisations with a focus on tackling the climate
emergency.
 
The fund is intended to support community based, grassroots, lived experience and
localised type methods of delivery.
 
Maximum funding is £30,000, though most applicants will likely receive under
£10,000.
 
Please note, the fund is brand new so further details are likely to come out in the
following weeks. Though it is expected demand will be high and to some extent there
are benefits in applying sooner rather than later. 

Find out More &

Submit an EOI

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.

 
Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.

 
If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the

subject 'Unsubscribe'.
 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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