
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

News Update: Friday 8th September 2023
Our work with Dr. Harriet Emerson on the preparation of a 5-year Strategic Plan for
Wicklow PPN is continuing.  Thank you to our Member Groups, other PPN
Stakeholders, our Secretariat & Reps and our Strategic Plan Sub-group for your
contributions and time.  We plan to circulate the Strategic Plan in advance of our end
of year Plenary (Members' Meeting) and to ask our Members to ratify it at that
meeting.
 
We will run a couple of training and information sessions for our members later in the
autumn.  We are planning a session on 'Dealing with Banks & Credit Unions' and one
on Cyber Security.  In the meantime, our neighbours in Carlow PPN are running a
series of training and have extended an invite to Wicklow PPN Member Groups.  For
more details on this upcoming training see our Wicklow PPN News section below.
 
Unfortunately, we didn't receive any nominations for the Wicklow PPN seat on the
South East Fisheries Local Action Group by the closing date.  We will reissue a call
for nominations for this Rep position in the coming weeks.  In the meantime, if you
would like to find out more about this Committee and the PPN Rep's role please don't
hesitate to contact us.
 
At a National level the PPN Networks are in the news this week: 
 

Community groups demand greater role in delivering climate action goals.
The country’s largest network of community groups is demanding a bigger role

in shaping and implementing climate action.
Public Participation Networks (PPNs) represent 18,000 volunteer-led

organisations, with many hundreds of thousands of individual members active
in their communities (Independent)

 
For a link to the full article see our Wicklow PPN News section below.

To catch up on all the
news scroll through the

update or click on the links
below to jump straight to a

specific section:  
 

Wicklow PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 

 

Please Note: For the summer months we will share our News Update with you on a fortnightly basis. Between
News Updates please keep an eye on our Facebook page, our Website and your email inbox.  

PPN News

Social Inclusion Week 2023
From Sunday 15th to Saturday 21st October

 
We want to highlight all that is happening across the County that is designed to
celebrate inclusion in all its forms.
 
If your group is planning to put a focus on Inclusion during Social Inclusion week or at
any other time, we would love to hear from you.

 

PPN Members Training - organised by Carlow PPN
Invite extended to Wicklow PPN Members 

Various Dates in September, October & November
 

A series of great courses is being organised for community groups by our colleagues
in Carlow PPN. They are happy to accommodate groups from other counties where
spaces are available so if your group is interested don't hesitate to contact them.
 
The courses are as follows:
 
Social Media for Community Groups
September 28th - 10.30am - 1.30pm
 
Charities Regulator Governance Code
October 5th, 12th and 19th - 10.30am - 1.30pm
 
GDPR: Achieving & Maintaining Compliance with Data Protection & GDPR
The Wheel - Online Session
October 17th - 9:30am - 1:00pm
 
Get Creative with Canva - Make your own posters & flyers for Community
Groups
November 2nd - 10.30am - 1.30pm

Contact Trish or Fiona in
Carlow PPN
via email on  

carlowppn@carlowcoco.ie  
or by phone 059 9172495

 

Find out more &

Reserve a spot

 

News Paper Article:  'Community groups demand greater role in delivering
climate action goals'.

 
The DRCD financed a brief consultation exercise to prepare a paper to be submitted
to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment and Climate Action following the
appearance of a delegation from PPNs there last year. 
 
The consultation gathered input via a survey and a workshop at which Wicklow PPN
was represented.  The resultant report concluded that as an existing government-
funded structure the Public Participation Networks (PPNs) have enormous 
unfulfilled potential to mobilise community climate engagement and action and that
they would need to be resourced sufficiently to undertake this task.

Read the Article

 

 Submission by Wicklow PPN to the  
The Seanad Public Consultation Committee on the Future of Local Democracy
 
We have made a submission based on our 2022 consultations for the review of our
Vision for Community Wellbeing and for input in to the Local Economic & Community
Plan to this Consultation
 
The consultation is open for submissions until Friday 29th September.  Please feel
free to draw on this Wicklow PPN submission to make your own submission.
 
Further details on this consultation are included in the Consultations section of this
News Update.

Access the Submission

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new Events Calendar and Funding Sources, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th September. 
Minutes from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing
videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Energy Awareness Day in Arklow
on Saturday 9th September

 
All Welcome

 

Visit Luggala Estate
with West Wicklow Environmental 

on Saturday 16th September
 
Numbers are limited, to book a place, or for more information, please email
westwicklowen@gmail.com asap.
 
The trip will include a meeting with Michael Keegan, Farm Manager at Luggala, to
learn about the habitat restoration and conservation work taking place on this
privately-owned 5,000-acre estate. Developments since the group's very popular visit
last year include the introduction of cattle to the estate for conservation grazing, and
the planting of native trees to link two areas of established woodland.
 
The event will involve a walk of over 3km on road and track down to Lough Dan, the
largest natural lake in the Wicklow Mountains. After a picnic lunch the group will
return by the same route (overall distance 7.5km, including an uphill climb at the end).
 
This is a special opportunity to visit one of Wicklow’s most spectacular landscapes
and to get an insight into one of the largest restoration projects in the country.

 

New Wicklow Greenways Website
 
This user-friendly online platform aims to engage and inform residents, visitors, and
cycling enthusiasts about the exciting developments in Wicklow's outdoor
recreational infrastructure.
 
The new website will serve as a central hub for all things related to the three
forthcoming Wicklow Greenway projects: the Blessington eGreenway, the Arklow to
Shillelagh Greenway and the Wicklow to Greystones Greenway.
 
These greenway projects are at various stages of planning, they hold great potential
to enhance the county's connectivity, promote sustainable tourism and encourage a
healthy lifestyle. The website offers an ideal platform to keep the public informed and
engaged as the projects progress.
 
Visitors to the website will find a wealth of information about each greenway,
including detailed maps, project timelines and key features that make them unique.
The website will also feature updates on planning progress, upcoming events, and
opportunities for public feedback and participation.
 
The website will ensure that residents, tourists, and cycling enthusiasts stay informed
about the progress of the greenway projects and actively participate in shaping their
future.

Wicklow Greenways

Website 

 

The Electoral Commission Report on Dáil Constituency Reform
 
The Electoral Commission recommends that the next Dáil would see 174 TDs
representing 43 Dáil Constituencies, up from the current 160 TDs in 39
Constituencies.
 
This Review recommends change to our existing Wicklow Dáil Constituency as
follows:

Wicklow County Constituenc: 4-seater & a
Wicklow/Wexford Constituency: 3-seater

Access the Report

 

‘The Harp Concert Series’ in County Wicklow Libraries
Various Dates in September & October

 
Wicklow County Arts Office has announced “The Harp Concert Series” to be held in
County Wicklow libraries.
 
Between September and October in every library across County Wicklow, harpist
Aisling Ennis will perform a very special harp concert inspired by the fairies and their
frolics.
 
Funded by the Arts Council and Wicklow County Arts Office through the Strategic
Projects Award Scheme and supported by Wicklow Library Services, the concert
series will feature music from the Irish tradition as well as captivating works by 19th
and 20th Century harp virtuosos.
 
Admission is free but booking is essential. Contact your local library to secure tickets.
For more information about this event contact: www.aislingennis.com 

 

New 'Sing in Wicklow' Website & Funding Award
 
Wicklow County Arts Office has launched this new Website and Funding Award.
 
Singing in a group has many well evidenced, life-enhancing benefits that include
improved physical, mental, social and emotional health and wellbeing. Collective
singing enables people of all ages and abilities to join together and create something
special.
 
The ‘Sing in Wicklow’ website aims to provide a base for all Wicklow choirs, not only
to help the choirs promote their work, events and achievements but also to recruit
new members and support a countywide choral network.
 
The ‘Sing in Wicklow’ Award aims to support choirs across the County to participate
in workshops and choir competitions, facilitate inter-choir collaborations such as
performances, peer-learning and networking, recruit new members and purchase
essential equipment and instruments. The deadline for submission of applications is
4pm on Friday 29th September 2023.

Sing in Wicklow 

Website 

 

Blessington Town Centre First Plan
 
Wicklow County Council has signed the contract for the Blessington Town Centre
First Plan.
 
Blessington is set for an exciting project that will see the regeneration of the town
over the next few years.
 
As part of the national Town Centre First Policy, Blessington has been identified as a
‘pathfinder’ town and funding has been granted to Wicklow County Council for the
development of the plan. As a ‘pathfinder’ town, Blessington will serve as a model for
regeneration plans for other towns in the county.
 
The aim of the Town Centre First Policy is to create town centres that function as
viable, vibrant and attractive locations for people to live, work and visit. The town
centre is envisaged to function also as the service, social, cultural and recreational
hub for the local community.
 
The plan will be developed in partnership with the people of Blessington and led by
the Town Regeneration Officer.

 

Wicklow County Council Meetings
 
Did you know that you can:

access the agendas and minutes of the County Council meetings and
live stream these meetings.

Councillors make decisions at council meetings. There are 4 different types of
meetings held by the local authority:
 

An annual meeting (held in May/June each year)
Ordinary meetings (usually held at least monthly)
A budget meeting (usually towards the end of the year)
A special meeting (held occasionally)

At the council meeting, every Councillor is entitled to vote for or against resolutions
put forward at the meeting.

Council Meetings 

Previously Listed ...

Culture Night in Wicklow
Friday 22nd September

 
Wicklow County Arts Office has commissioned, collaborated and supported an
exciting programme of events and activities in 10 locations across the county to
celebrate Culture Night 2023.
 
This free programme of happenings showcases a diverse range of events
purposefully selected to open up pathways to creativity.
 
All events are Free and people are advised to book early to avoid disappointment.
 
There really is something for everyone, lets get out and enjoy an evening of amazing
local free events.

Culture Night in

Wicklow 

Culture Night in

Ireland 

 

Free Courses for Community Groups
provided by Bray Area Partnership under #SICAP

 
If you work with marginalised or disadvantaged clients in a local community or
voluntary group that has a social inclusion focus and operates in the Bray or
Greystones areas these courses may be of interest to you.
 

Introduction to Motivational Interviewing 
Wednesday 18th & 25th October from 10am to 5pm

 
Motivational Interviewing is an evidence-based communication style designed to help
people make positive change. Using this approach will help you to manage
ambivalence, lower resistance and build motivation in people to change their
behaviour and achieve their goals. The course will be delivered by Motivational
Interviewing Training Ireland.
 

Introduction to Facilitation Skills 
Wednesday 4th October from 9am to 4pm

 
If your work involves facilitating meetings, training sessions, group discussions or
planning sessions this course will be of interest to you. 
 

For more information & an Application Form
Email michellerogers@brayareapartnership.ie  or call Michelle on 01 286 8266.

Find out more 

 

ARCHES Recovery College September 2023 Programme
 

ARCHES is a recovery education service that has been developed by a
collection of dedicated Service users, Family members & supporters,
and members of staff from mental health services across Community
Healthcare East. 
 
If you are a service user or family member, carer or supporter interested in any part of
the programme, you simply need to email info@archesrecovery.ie, or
call 087 3429922.

September Programme of Courses 

National News

Make Way Day
on Friday 22nd September

 
“Make Way Day” is a campaign that brings the disability and wider community
together to consider the needs of people with disabilities in the public spaces we all
share.
 
It is led by the Disability Federation of Ireland and is a unique collaboration across
Ireland and the voluntary and local government sectors. But most of all it’s about
people with disabilities.

Find out more & Get

Involved 

 

Almost one in seven adults (15%) lived with their parents in County Wicklow.
 
Census of Population 2022 (Profile 3) Results on Households, Families and Childcare released today (31st August)
 
To find out more about family situations and living arrangements and the different types and sizes of family
composition and household in Co. Wicklow click HERE.
 
For more on the national results click HERE.

 

'Left Out in the Cold: Energy Poverty & Energy Pollution' follow up letter-writing
workshop to Webinar held on the 4th Sept.

on  Monday 11th September from 7 - 8.30pm
 
Following on from the Friends of the Earth  webinar “Left Out in the Cold: Energy
Poverty and Energy Pollution” they are now inviting people to join them for a letter-
writing workshop!
 
This session will focus on how people address their demands to decision makers.
This is especially timely in light of Budget 2024 which is due to be announced on the
10th October.
 
How can we make our voices heard, highlight our personal experiences and our
collective demands in a way that will cause decision-makers to listen?

Find out more &

Register

 

Irish Environmental Network Newsletter
September Edition

 
The Newsletter is full of environmental news and events throughout Ireland.
 
This month's newsletter features upcoming events, announcements on local and
national projects, upcoming funding to keep an eye out for and more.
 
It includes details on the upcoming event from Hedgerows Ireland and the IEN, All
About Hedgerows on October 15th. Learn how to plan, plant, maintain and
rejuvenate hedgerows at this free event!

Access the

Newsletter 

 

Stop Food Waste
 
Stop Food Waste is the national campaign to reduce household food waste in Ireland,
managed by the Environmental Protection Agency.
 
Stop Food Waste run awareness-raising initiatives to share easy tips and resources
on how we can make the most of our food, keep it fresher for longer and avoid food
waste.
 
The next toolkit will be issued in the autumn.  It will focus on how to make the most of
vegetables. Sign up for their newsletter HERE

Access the Toolkit

 

Carmichael Mentoring Programme
Closing Date: Friday 22nd September 

 
To date over 200 CEOs and managers of nonprofit organisations have benefited from
the Carmichael Mentoring Programme. Click on the link opposite to find out more
about accessing this mentoring programme for your groups and/or to become a
mentor.
 
If you have any questions about the programme, contact:
roisin@carmichaelireland.ie.

Find out more 

 

Carmichael Resources & Training
 

Check out their website for details of training they provide and for FREE resources
which your group may find useful.  The resources include templates, tips and 
information in relation to governance, funding, HR and more.

Carmichael Website 

Previously Listed ...

Green Ribbon Campaign - September 2023
THERE IS NO SHAME IN HAVING A MENTAL HEALTH DIFFICULTY

 
The annual See Change Green Ribbon campaign aims to spread awareness about
all mental health difficulties to help end mental health stigma and discrimination.
 
The Green Ribbon theme for 2023 is Judgement. Across the month, See Change
will explore what mental health judgement is, where it shows up across society, how
judgement impacts people with mental health difficulties, and what we can all do to
help end the unfair judgement of ourselves and others.
 
During the month of September See Change will be hosting events, running social
media campaigns and supporting workplaces, organisations and the general public
across Ireland to start having open and honest conversations about mental health.

Find out more &

Access the

Supporters Pack

 

Host a Connect Café during World Mental Health Month (October)
Mental Health Ireland will be running Information Sessions during September

 
Mental Health Ireland will be encouraging organisations and communities to host a Connect Café during World
Mental Health Month (October)
 
These sessions will provide practical guidance and support on how to run your own Connect Café for WMHM and
where to go for online resources.
 
Below is the poster with QR codes with links to register for the session, (you register for just one session) and to find
out more.

Access MHI dedicated World Mental Health Month website 

 

Volunteer Ireland Awards
 
Nominations are now open for the 2023 Volunteer Ireland Awards, the award
ceremony that celebrates the amazing volunteers helping out in our communities.
 
There are a host of categories and nominations can be made for groups or for
individual volunteers and for those that manage volunteer programmes (paid or
unpaid).
 

Now is our chance to say thank you!

Find out more 

 

Share Your Story, поділіться своєю історією
 
The We Act campaign is all about sharing the good news of our sector and the
brilliant work of staff and volunteers in Ireland.
 
This year, the campaign is partnering with the Irish Red Cross to tell stories of
Ukrainian people working and volunteering with charities and community groups in
Ireland, as well as the organisations and community groups that provide support for
the Ukrainian community in this country.
 
They want to hear about individual people and groups doing amazing things in their
communities and they know there are so many stories of positive action - refugees
using their skills as translators, communities raising funds for overseas aid, new
families lending a hand to the community clean-up, professionals offering skills at
local workshops, and so much more. The goal is to create a series of interviews,
videos, and posters that will be part of a public campaign to recognise the
contribution of Ukrainian people to Irish civil society.
 
If you have a story, have come across one in your work, or know someone in your
community who wants to share theirs, please fill out this form and the We Act
Campaign officer will be in touch. They will never share any stories or information
without contacting you first.
 
If you have any questions about the campaign or our story bank, please email
madeline@wheel.ie.

Fill in the form to

share your story 

Find out about the We

Act Campaign 

 

Good Governance Awards
Closing Date: Wednesday 13th September

 
The Good Governance Awards recognises and encourages adherence to good
governance by nonprofit organisations in Ireland. The awards were developed
by Carmichael with the support of our partners and leading national bodies in

the nonprofit sector.
 
The organisers of the Good Governance Awards 2023 would especially like to see
more Category 1 (nonprofits with income less than €100k) entries. All entries will
receive feedback on their annual report. Don't miss out on this opportunity for a free
assessment from their excellent panel of assessors.

Find out more & Enter

 

Sustainable Development Goals Week 2023
From Saturday 23rd September to Sunday 1st October

 
Ireland’s first Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Week was held in September
2022 to celebrate and raise awareness of the Sustainable Development Goals. SDG
Week forms part of the wider European Sustainable Development Week (ESDW).
 
Last year, over 100 events were organised across Ireland, with over 7,000 activities
taking place across 24 countries in Europe.
 
You can play your part in SDG Week 2023 by attending or organising an
activity/event.

Find out more & Get

involved in SDG

Week 2023

Consultations 

Wicklow County Council Open Consultations
Have your Say

 
Consultations are a really important opportunity for you and your Community Group 

to input directly into matters which affect you and your communities.
 
Proposed Variation No.1 County Development Plan 2022 - 2028 - Closing on 3rd
October 2023
 
Local Property Tax 2024 - Setting a Local Adjustment Factor
 
Part 8 - Ballyguilemore Footpath Scheme - Closing 20th September 2023
 
Section 38 Road Traffic Act - Pedestrian and Cyclist Road Safety Improvements
Charlesland Dual Carriageway - Closing 20th September 2023
 
Killincarrig Village Enhancement Scheme - Part 8 - Closing 22nd September 2023
 
Wicklow Town - Rathnew Local Area Plan 2024 Pre-draft consultation - Closing
28th September 2023
 
Identification of Bathing Waters 2023 - Closing on 28th September 2023
 
Part 8 - M11 J6 Fassaroe Bus Park and Ride Scheme - Closing 4th October 2023

Have your Say

 

Consultation on Draft PPN Implementation Roadmap (Dept. Rural & Community
Development)

Closing Date: extended to Friday 15th September 

An independent Structural Review of the PPNs was carried out in 2021/2022. It
recommended a number of actions to make PPN structures work more effectively.
A Working Group was created to consider these recommendations. This group has
developed a draft Implementation Roadmap drawing on the recommendations as
well as actions suggested by members of the PPN community. The actions listed are
not final at this time.

The Department of Community and Rural Development (DRCD), in collaboration with
the Working Group, has now commissioned Crowe to conduct a consultation on the
draft Implementation Roadmap.

Crowe have developed the Survey to give all those involved in or with PPNs an
opportunity to have their say on the draft Roadmap. Feedback from this survey will
beused to help finalise the Roadmap.

Draft PPN Roadmap

Access the Survey

If you have any
questions, please do not
hesitate to contact Jack

Conway
(jack.conway@crowe.ie)

or Vanya Sargent
(vanya.sargent@crowe.ie) by

email or phone (01
4482200). 

 

Wellbeing from Pregnancy to after Birth
 
The Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI), and the Dublin South, Kildare or
West Wicklow Perinatal Mental Health Working Group, hope to build a smartphone
app designed to improve your wellbeing.
 
BUT FIRST……
If you live in Dublin South, Kildare or West Wicklow they need you to tell them about
your health and wellbeing from pregnancy up to one year after having your baby. 
 
For a hard copy of the survey contact your local Public Health Nurse.
 
If you would like to take part in a brief interview email: roisinodonovan@rcsi.com

Access the Survey

Previously Listed ...

Wicklow Town & Rathnew Local Area Plan 2023 Pre-Draft Consultation
 

Public Information Day in County Buildings, Wicklow Town (A67 FW96)
on Thursday 14th September from 10am to 1pm and 4pm to 7pm.

 
Closing Date for Submissions: Thursday 28th September

The online consultation portal sets out the key topics that the plan will address. You
are invited to go through the topics and answer any of the sample questions.
Alternatively, you can send in a general submission / attachment through the
submission link. 

Have your Say

 

The Seanad Public Consultation Committee 
is seeking the public’s views on the Future of Local Democracy ahead of the

Local Elections in June 2024
Closing Date: Friday 29th September

 
The Committee will explore the Future of Local Democracy across the following
themes:

Public engagement and participation in the local government process and
functions
The powers of local authorities, and
The impact of changes to the local government process, such as the abolition of
town councils and the introduction of directly elected mayors.

Find out More &

Have your Say

 

Get Ireland Cycling Strategy
 
The Get Ireland Cycling (GIC) initiative, endorsed by Cycling Ireland, Healthy Ireland,
and Sport Ireland, is focused on promoting and increasing participation in cycling
across the country. Its primary goal is to encourage more people to cycle and ensure
their continued engagement in the activity.

They want to hear from as many people as possible to help picture cycling at the
moment and how to get more people onto bikes. Please help Cycling Ireland by
completing this short Community Survey. There’s even a prize draw for those who
complete the survey!
 
Cycling Ireland are also carrying out 
An appraisal of the needs of cyclists along the developmental continuum
 
This study aims to conduct an appraisal of the needs of cyclists along the
developmental continuum in an aim to:

inform and/or align pre-existing models developed by Cycling Ireland with a
view to aid in the creation of a new participant development model (should one
not already exist).
Understand the key transition points and the support structures needed to
ensure continued participation at these junctions.

Take the Survey

 
 
 

Needs of Cyclists

Have your say

 

Universal Design Guidelines for Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
Closing Date: Tuesday 26th September

 
The draft Universal Design Guidelines for Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
summarises key considerations when designing, installing, and operating electric
vehicle charging station. 
 
In Ireland, there are currently no specific guidelines that provide universal design
recommendations for electric vehicle charging infrastructure. These Guidelines aim to
provide for well designed, easy to use charging infrastructure across the country.

Find out more & Take

the Survey

 

Regional Water Resources Plan - South East (RWRP-SE) 
Closing Date: Tuesday 3rd October

 
Uisce Éireann is currently progressing Phase 2 National Water Resources Plan -
Regional Water Resources Plans (RWRPs) and are now seeking feedback on the
fourth and final RWRP the South East (draft RWRP-SE) and associated SEA
Environmental Report and Natura Impact Statement.
 
During the 12 week consultation period the documents will be available to view on
their Website and at your local authority’s planning office during their normal opening
hours.
 
Uisce Éireann will host webinars for members of the public in September 2023 to
present the draft RWRP–SE plan and associated environmental reports, and to
answer any questions you may have that will assist you in making your submission.
Details will be available on their Website.

Find out more & Have

your Say

 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow
you to submit observations on them.

Consultation Hub

 

Government of Ireland Consultation Portal
 
Find information on public consultations held by government departments and local
authorities. 

Consultation Portal

Funding Opportunities

WorkAbility: Inclusive Pathways to Employment Programme
Closing Date: 3pm on Thursday 14th September

 
The aim of the WorkAbility Programme is to ensure people with disabilities are fully
supported to find and maintain employment and organisations which employ
programme participants are supported to ensure that their employment is successful.
 
The Programme will support people with disabilities aged 16 years and over who are
currently not work ready and/or are distant from the labour market to gain access to
employment. To achieve this, the funding will support projects that provide
progressive pathways into employment (including self-employment) through
education, training, skills development, and in-work supports for participants based
on their needs, their abilities and their potential.

Find out More &

Apply 

 

What Works Building Evidence Fund 2023
Closing Date: 5pm on Friday 22nd September

 
The What Works Building Evidence Fund has been established under the Quality
and Evidence strands of the What Works initiative. It aims to support the gathering
and analysis of data and evidence within the community and voluntary sector.
 
The Fund is open to practitioners and service providers working in not-for-profit
organisations who work with children, young people and their families. Not-for-profit
organisations are invited to submit applications for funding of up to €50,000 for
prevention and early intervention projects that will identify gaps in service provision
and develop skills for effective monitoring, evaluation and analysis of prevention and
early intervention services. All applications must have a strong emphasis on
prevention and early intervention. The total value of the fund is €600,000.
 
The Fund further aims to help those working with children, young people and families
to access training on collecting, research and analysis that improves outcomes for
children and young people.

Find out More &

Apply 

 

BeInclusive EU Sport Awards 
Closing Date: Thursday 28th September

 
The #BeInclusive EU Sport Awards recognise and celebrate the achievements of
sport organisations working with

ethnic minorities
refugees
people with disabilities
youth groups at risk
any other group that faces challenging social circumstances

They also cover gender equality and promote women’s participation to sport.
 
The three winners (one in each category) will be announced at the #BeInclusive
annual awards ceremony and will receive a prize of €10,000. The other finalists
(second and third) in each category will receive a prize of €2,500.

Find out More &

Apply 

 

‘Sing in Wicklow’ Award
Closing Date 4pm Friday 29th September

 
This award aims to support choirs across the County to participate in workshops and
choir competitions, facilitate inter-choir collaborations such as performances, peer-
learning and networking, recruit new members and purchase essential equipment
and instruments. 
 
The maximum award available is €1,000. Find out More &

Apply 

 

Biodiversity Fund
Open from Monday 11th September to Friday 13th October

 
There will be two strands to this Fund:

Funding to work with an Ecologist to draw up a Community Biodiversity Action
Plan (CBAP) for your targeted area.
Funding (up to €6,000) to implement recommendations contained in an existing
CBAP.

To qualify for the second strand, you must have already submitted your CBAP to IEN
and the National Biodiversity Data Centre.

 
Groups can only apply to one strand.
 
The fund will be administered by the Community Foundation of Ireland.

Find out More &

Apply 

Previously Listed ...

Community Climate Action Fund
Opening Soon

 
The Community Climate Action Fund is a new programme which aims to support and
empower communities to take climate action at a local level. Wicklow County
Council, in conjunction with the Department of the Environment, Climate and
Communications will support communities in the scale up of community climate
action.
 
Projects must deliver a direct positive impact on climate change by reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, increasing production or use of renewable
energy, improving energy efficiency and/or increasing climate resilience and help
communities adapt to the consequences of climate change. Projects should address
at least one, preferably several, of the following five themes:

Home and energy
Travel
Food and waste
Shopping and recycling
Local climate and environmental action

Three different sized grants which can fund up to 100% of all eligible costs:

Small scale projects < €20,000
Medium scale projects €20,000 to €50,000
Large scale projects €50,000 to €100,000

Eligible community organisations must:

be not-for-profit
be located within County Wicklow
submit a completed application form by the deadline
be registered with the County Wicklow PPN or be connected with other
collectives such as The Wheel, Tidy Towns, or be a community group with
Articles of Association, which hold an AGM with appropriately approved
minutes.

 
Private individuals, commercial undertakings, and national community or
environmental organisations, as well as groups from outside of County Wicklow are
not eligible.

To find out
more about
this Fund

Email
Julie Sammiller

at
ccap@wicklowcoco.ie  

 

The TikTok Digital Future Fund
Closing Date: Thursday 22nd September

 
The objective of the Fund is to support non-profit organisations that build digital and/
or creative skills to enhance the lives of marginalised young people aged 15-24 who
are experiencing unemployment, underemployment, or wish to upskill. This could be
done through:

education programmes
employment readiness programmes
or both! 

Projects/organisations reaching marginalised young people and using fully digital or
hybrid programmes (hybrid means a mix of online and offline) have an advantage.  

 
Application Information Clinic on Thursday 7th Sept at 12pm. Click HERE to

register.

Find out More 

 

Climate Emergency Fund
 
The Arkbound Foundation (an ECOLISE member) has partnered with other funders
to deliver a brand new fund for organisations with a focus on tackling the climate
emergency.
 
The fund is intended to support community based, grassroots, lived experience and
localised type methods of delivery.
 
Maximum funding is £30,000, though most applicants will likely receive under
£10,000.
 
Please note, the fund is brand new so further details are likely to come out in the
following weeks. Though it is expected demand will be high and to some extent there
are benefits in applying sooner rather than later. 

Find out More &

Submit an EOI

 

LIFE Programme Grants
Closing Date: various dates

 
The LIFE Programme is the EU’s funding instrument for the environment and climate

action. 
 
The LIFE programme’s main goals are to:

help communities transition towards a more sustainable, circular, energy-
efficient, renewable energy-based, climate-neutral and -resilient economy
protect, restore and enhance the environment
halt and reverse biodiversity loss
stop the degradation of ecosystems by managing and enhancing the Natura
2000 network for rare and threatened species.

Find out more &

Apply 

 

St Stephens Green Trust Funding Programmes
 

Civil Society Grant Programme - Closing date: Thursday 14th September
Family Matters Grant Programme - Closing date: Thursday 21st September

 
Civil Society Grant Programme
This programme aims to contribute to a ‘high energy democracy’ by supporting civil
society groups to:

Engage in participative and deliberative democracy initiatives that harness the
power of civil society to transform democratic decision-making processes
Develop progressive platforms for collective power and influence which use
values-based approaches to identify elements of transformative change
Create spaces for participation and voice, particularly among those who are
most marginalised

 
Family Matters Grant Programme
The programme aim is to contribute to improving the system of support for families
affected by convictions and imprisonment to improve rehabilitation and resettlement
outcomes. The grant programme has two strands: one for smaller grants to test new
approaches or add value to current work (up to €7,000/£6,000) and the second for
longer-term more strategic work (up to €25,000/£21,500).

Civil Society Grant:

Find out more

Family Matters Grant:

Find out more

 

Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2023
Closing Date for EOI: Monday 2nd October at 12 noon. 

 
Expressions of interest should be submitted to Wicklow County Council.

 
The 2023 Scheme will focus on objectives such as tackling vacancy and dereliction
in towns and villages, regeneration projects that support active and vibrant town or
village centres, town or village centre markets, upgrading shopfronts and street
facades, projects on Irelands inhabited offshore islands, and green spaces and parks,
etc.
 
There is also a new option to submit an application for the acquisition of land in town
centres to support the development of town regeneration / community focused
projects such as parks and plazas.
 
For the 2023 Scheme, the minimum grant which is available is €20,000. The
maximum level of grant funding available is remaining at €500,000 in respect of one
application from each Local Authority. A maximum of €250,000 will apply in respect of
4 applications.
 
1 application must be in respect of Towns/Villages that have not previously received
funding under the Standard Town & Village Renewal Scheme in the last 3 years.

Find out more &

submit an EOI 

 

Meet & Code
Closing Date: Wednesday 13th September 

 
Grant numbers are limited, and events are funded on a first-come-first-served basis,

so apply early!
 

Meet and Code is back in Ireland for 2023, and registered charities can apply for a
grant to host a virtual coding event for young people during September or October.
 
Meet & Code fund digital and coding events of all kinds — from IT workshops to
robotics courses and events with trendsetting subjects like Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and Internet of Things (IoT).
 
The Wheel is proud to have been Meet and Code's partner in Ireland since 2018.

Find out more & Apply

 

Community Food Initiatives (CFI) at Home Funding
 

Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis up to and including
Friday 16th September 2023. 

As funding is limited, interested organisations are advised to apply as soon as
possible.  All activities must be completed by Sunday, 5th November 2023.

 
Safefood is inviting organisations who are not currently involved in the CFI to apply
for funding to deliver an online project, in their own local area, that meets the criteria
of the CFI at Home Programme.  The purpose of the CFI at Home Programme is to
support families in their own homes to develop their cooking skills and healthy eating
habits.  Projects could include all or some of the following elements:

Learning how to prepare & cook a recipe
Attending an online cookery session
Online support groups for sharing ideas and tips
Online interactive talks delivered by a dietitian or registered nutritionist.

Find out more &

Apply 

 

14th EESC Civil Society Prize
Closing Date: Saturday 30th September

 
The 14th EESC civil society prize will reward effective, innovative and creative
initiatives carried out on the territory of the EU which support people with mental
health conditions and promote an environment fostering mental well-being on an
individual or collective basis.
 
It is open to non-for-profit initiatives carried out by natural persons, civil society
organisations and private companies officially registered within the European Union.
It has a total value of €50,000 and can be shared among up to five winners.
 
The aim of the award is to raise awareness of the contribution that civil society can
make to promoting a European identity and citizenship in a way that underpins the
common values that are the foundation of European integration.

Find out more and

Apply

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.

 
Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.

 
If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the

subject 'Unsubscribe'.
 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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