
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

News Update: Friday 22nd September 2023
Preparations are continuing apace now for the National PPN Conference which will
be held in the Arklow Bay Hotel in early October.  We will be welcoming
approximately 200 delegates to the Conference from the other 30 PPNs in Ireland,
the Department of Rural and Community Development and a number of support
agencies.  This is a great opportunity for Wicklow PPN to showcase the work of our
member groups and our collaborative work with Wicklow County Council and other
organisations in the county.  We are very grateful to all the people that are helping to
make this event possible.
 
For more news from ourselves visit our Wicklow PPN News section below. 
 
Make Way Day: This campaign aims to bring the disability and wider community
together to consider the needs of people with disabilities in the public spaces we all
share.  It is led by the Disability Federation of Ireland and is a unique collaboration
across Ireland and the voluntary and local government sectors. This is a good
opportunity for Community Groups to check out the Wicklow Disability Access &
Inclusion Toolkit for Community Groups that was prepared by the Wicklow
Disability & Inclusion Committee.  The toolkit offers practical advice for groups and
clubs to help them make their facilities, communications and events/activities as
accessible and inclusive as possible.
 
Culture Night:  This is an amazing opportunity for us all to get out and enjoy a free
programme of special and unique events and workshops that celebrate our culture,
creativity and the arts.  Wicklow County Arts Office has commissioned, collaborated
and supported an exciting programme of events and activities in a host of locations
across the county.  Several PPN member groups are involved in Culture Night
events.  We hope you can get out and enjoy one of the many free events on around
the county this evening.

To catch up on all the
news scroll through the

update or click on the links
below to jump straight to a

specific section:  
 

Wicklow PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 

 

Please Note: We are currently circulating our News Update to you on a fortnightly basis. Between News Updates
please keep an eye on our Facebook page, our Website and your email inbox.  

PPN News

South East Region PPN Reps Training & Networking
Kilkenny on Saturday 23rd September

 
A number of Wicklow PPN Reps are very generously giving their time to attend a
Training and Networking session for PPN Reps in the South East Region on
Saturday in Kilkenny
 
The speaker/facilitator for the session is Brian Harvey who is an independent social
researcher, working in social policy analysis, research, evaluation, and strategic
planning.  His main fields of work are poverty, social inclusion, community
development, equality, human rights, European integration, and the world of non-
governmental organisations. Brian wrote the “Guide to Influencing Policy in Ireland”
you can read it HERE, a great resource particularly the Case Studies.  Brian is also
very familiar with PPNs, he has worked with a number of PPNs, and he
presented/facilitated a session at the PPN Workers Retreat held earlier this year.
 
There will be plenty of opportunities for networking and learning from Brian and from
Reps from across the South East.  
 
A huge thank you to our Reps who have registered to attend this session.

 

PPN Representative Reports

Your PPN representatives continue to attend various county policy and decision
making committees.

We have uploaded the following reports for your information:

Reps report from the September 2023 Climate & Biodiversity Action
(CABA) Strategic Policy Committee
Reps report from the September 2023 Community, Cultural and Social
Development (CCSD) Strategic Policy Committee
Reps report from the September 2023 Planning & Development Strategic Policy
Committee

CABA Committee

CCSD Committee

Planning Committee

 

New Member Groups 
 

Since the end of March, we have welcomed 13 new member groups to Wicklow
PPN.  Our total membership is now 420.
 
Please continue to spread the word to other community groups about the work of the
PPN both in Co. Wicklow and beyond and encourage groups to join.

Welcome to: 

4 02 Art Collective
Arklow Community Excellence
Arklow Maritime Heritage CLG
Arklow Town Team
Ashford Rovers AFC
Enniskerry Tidy Towns
Glenealy Village Hall (Carnagie Trust) Company
Irish Goemkar Company
Killincarrig Community Association
North Wicklow Women's Shed
Roundwood Community Preschool
The Barn Ensemble
Wicklow District Schoolboys/girls League

 

Members Directory

 

Provisional Date for your Diary
Wicklow PPN End of Year Plenary (Members' Meeting)

on Saturday 25th November
In Person

 
Pencil this date in your diary.  In addition to our usual AGM business, we will organise
a training/information session for our members, and we will finish up with a bit of very
early Christmas craic!

 

Social Inclusion Week 2023
From Sunday 15th to Saturday 21st October

 
We want to highlight all that is happening across the County that is designed to
celebrate inclusion in all its forms.
 
If your group is planning to put a focus on Inclusion during Social Inclusion week or at
any other time, we would love to hear from you.

 

PPN Members Training - organised by Carlow PPN
Invite extended to Wicklow PPN Members 

Various Dates in September, October & November
 

A series of great courses is being organised for community groups by our colleagues
in Carlow PPN. They are happy to accommodate groups from other counties where
spaces are available so if your group is interested don't hesitate to contact them.
 
The courses are as follows:
 
Social Media for Community Groups
September 28th - 10.30am - 1.30pm
 
Charities Regulator Governance Code
October 5th, 12th and 19th - 10.30am - 1.30pm
 
GDPR: Achieving & Maintaining Compliance with Data Protection & GDPR
The Wheel - Online Session
October 17th - 9:30am - 1:00pm
 
Get Creative with Canva - Make your own posters & flyers for Community
Groups
November 2nd - 10.30am - 1.30pm

Contact Trish or Fiona in
Carlow PPN
via email on  

carlowppn@carlowcoco.ie  
or by phone 059 9172495

 

Find out more &

Reserve a spot

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new Events Calendar and Funding Sources, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th November. 
Minutes from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing
videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Wicklow Fresh Water Watch
Train the Leader

On Sunday 24th September from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
at Three Trouts Stream, Charlesland, Greystones

 
A great event being organised by Greystones Tidy Towns & LAWPRO, this will be of
interest to all Wicklow Tidy Towns groups, Biodiversity groups, Community Groups,
Scout Leaders, Teachers and more!

 

Blessington Tidy Towns - Plawking Event
Sunday 24th September 

Meet at 9am in the Town Square
 
Calling out to the Blessington Community
 
On Sunday join Blessington Tidy Towns and keep fit (walking), keep well (talking)
while keeping Blessington tidy.
 
Supporting National Walking Day (24th Sept)

 

Sanctuary in Nature & Heritage 
Introductory Talk on Tues 26th Sept (6.30 - 8.30pm)  or Wed 27th Sept (at 10am)

in Wicklow Town Library
 
Wicklow Town Library is proud to announce an exciting initiative with Places of
Sanctuary Ireland which aims to introduce newcomers from all over the world to the
natural beauty and heritage sites of Wicklow. The project, titled ‘Sanctuary in Nature
& Heritage,’ invites individuals and groups who share a love for the outdoors and a
profound affection for our county to get involved.
 
To kick off the planning for this project, there is an introductory talk on Tuesday night,
September 26th, from 6.30 to 8.30 pm at Wicklow Town Library. During this
presentation, facilitated by Muhammad Achour and Paddy Woodworth from
‘Sanctuary in Nature & Heritage’, there will be a discussion on the concept of finding
sanctuary in nature and how we can extend a warm welcome to newcomers in our
community.
 
Volunteers, who are enthusiastic about spending time outdoors, exploring Wicklow's
natural wonders, and forming meaningful connections are invited to come along.
 
This initiative is brought about through support from the Heritage Council, Wicklow
County Council Library Service and Wicklow Volunteer Centre along with Places of
Sanctuary, Ireland.

For more information and
to express your interest

Contact
msayers@wicklowcoco.ie
or lrose@wicklowcoco.ie
or phone Wicklow Library

at 0404 67025

 

National Heritage Keepers Programme Opens For New Round of Applications
Lift the lid on your local heritage!

online information session on Thursday 28th September at 7.30pm. 
Expression of Interest form (submission deadline: October 12th)

 
Burrenbeo Trust, is thrilled to announce the latest round of the National Heritage
Keepers Programme. The National Heritage Keepers Programme is a fantastic
opportunity for schools and communities across Ireland. It empowers them to delve
into their local built, natural, and cultural heritage and then provides funding to allow
them to take action. This programme offers various learning formats, including in-
person, online, and blended options, making it accessible to a wide range of
participants.
 
The programme consists of five engaging two-hour workshops, followed by dedicated
support while completing the funded action. It opens for expressions of interest on the
14th September, with options to begin this autumn or in the New Year. The
programme is open to senior classes in primary schools (conveniently scheduled
during school hours) and offers evening workshops for adult groups, including Tidy
Towns, Heritage Groups, Age Action, Men's Shed, Resident Associations, and Town
Development groups. Not part of a local group yet? Last year, some newly formed
groups specifically came together to participate in Heritage Keepers.

Find out more 

 

Greystones Active Retirement Coffee Morning in Aid of Wicklow Hospice
in Killian House Family Centre, Greystones

on Wednesday 27th September
 

Soup Sandwiches and Good Company
All Welcome

 

Bray Municipal District Welcomes the Piloting of In-Road Disability Parking Day
Sensors

 
The piloting of in-road disability parking bay sensors for a 12-month period has been
agreed by Bray Municipal District members.
 
The in-road sensors detect if the parking bay is occupied and users are able to see
which disabled parking bays are occupied and which are free. The user can then use
Google maps, or a similar mapping app, to direct them to the parking bay.
 
If the trial of the in-road disability parking bay sensors is successful they will be rolled
out on an initial three-year contract.
 
The App is currently in use and can be downloaded from the playstore and appstore,
simply by searching “ParkTime”, set up a free profile and select Bray as city to test the
app.
 
If you select a green (empty) space it will direct you to parking bay using Google
maps or Waze maps. Red spaces indicate that the parking bay is occupied.
 
Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council, Cllr Aoife Flynn Kennedy, welcomed the
initiative and outlined the importance of using modern technology to improve people’s
quality of life.
 
Welcoming the pilot, Cathaoirleach of Bray Municipal District, Cllr Melanie Corrigan,
advised that the ParkTime App for the town of Bray will help people in the community
who have a Disabled Parking Permit to be able to access parking spaces more
easily, and support them in their everyday lives to be independent.
 
Chief Executive of Wicklow County Council, Emer O’ Gorman, noted that the initiative
was in line with Wicklow County Council’s commitment to improving the quality of life
and access for all in the county. Use of the ParkTime app, she said, would provide
real time information to the person with a Disabled Parking Permit and minimise the
time spent searching for parking.

 

Exploring Wicklow's Coastal Biodiversity
 
A range of Coastal biodiversity activities, news and events has been organised by
Wicklow County Council.
 
The Council’s ‘Behind the beach’ biodiversity awareness programme at Brittas Bay
continues with the following events:
 
Bird Migration workshop – Saturday, 30th September 8-11am led by ecologist, Alan
Lauder. Observe the changing of the seasons as expressed in the coastal migration
routes of our birdlife. Meet at North Beach Car Park (bring binoculars if you have
them).
 
Future events planned at Council-owned land at Brittas Bay from October-January
(dates to be announced) include:

Big Dune Community Clean-Up - for swimmers, surfers, local residents and all
beach visitors this clean-up is an opportunity to show your appreciation and to
give something back.
Sea Buckthorn volunteer days - hands on volunteer workdays to remove this
invasive species which is damaging to native dune flora.

This series of free outdoor public workshops and activities aims to increase
awareness and appreciation of the rich ecology of coastal habitats and species that
lie behind our most popular beaches and to highlight the vital role that healthy dune
systems play in creating a more climate resilient environment for County Wicklow.

To register your interest
in attending an event

(and to be notified of any
changes) please email
Deirdre Burns, Heritage

Officer, at
wicklowheritage@wicklo

wcoco.ie.

 

The Barn Ensemble
Call for New Members

 
The Barn Ensemble is a community music group for the young at heart. They meet
Wednesday mornings in Ashford. The Ensemble play mostly arranged traditional
music and early music.
 
Any instrument is welcome. Keyboards, Flutes, violins, guitars, percussion, recorders,
tin whistles and much more. All they expect is that you bring a love for music, lower
grades welcome.  
 
To find out more email: thebarnensemble@gmail.com

 

Arklow Meals on Wheels Now Providing 120 meals per week
 
A deputation from Arklow Meals on Wheels were welcome to the September meeting
of Arklow Municipal District by the Cathaoirleach, Cllr Tommy Annesley.
 
Meals on Wheels Volunteers, Hilary Sharpe, Catherine Kavanagh and Nellie Carr
provided the members with information relating to the service they provide.
 
They said that founding members, Maureen Spacey and Patsy Boyle along with
others, originally provided around 20 meals per week.
 
Volunteers now provide approximately 120 meals per week post Covid with Hilary
Sharpe saying that they provide “more than just a meal, it’s a lifeline”.
 
Cathaoirleach Cllr Annesley thanked the Volunteers for their important work and
made a presentation to the group in recognition of the 21 years of service to the area.
 
John Bowes, Acting District Manager, congratulated the Meals on Wheels volunteers
on reaching an important milestone.
 
Elected Members praised the work of the volunteers but especially thanked them for
extension of the service beyond Arklow during Covid. They wished them well as they
secure a permanent home in Arklow.

 

Small Area Population Statistics for Co. Wicklow 
 
Did you know there are 21,944 volunteers in Wicklow? 37.18% of Wicklow's
population can speak Irish. 87,478 people in Wicklow say they have very good health
and 81.82% of the population has either never smoked or given up smoking! Well
done, Wicklow.
 
CSO launches interactive map for Census 2022 Small Area data which provides
detailed information about every community in the country.
 
Have you ever wondered how people in your local area travel to work or school? Or
how many people volunteer in local community groups or sporting activities? Or how
many people of your age live in your area which might support a new business idea?
 
The Census 2022 Small Area Population Statistics are available via the Census
2022 interactive map. This easy-to-use interactive map allows you to search for your
area by name or by Eircode and select a topic of interest to research. Data can also
be downloaded in PDF or Excel format.

Access the Stats

Previously Listed ...

Culture Night in Wicklow
Friday 22nd September

 
Wicklow County Arts Office has commissioned, collaborated and supported an
exciting programme of events and activities in 10 locations across the county to
celebrate Culture Night 2023.
 
This free programme of happenings showcases a diverse range of events
purposefully selected to open up pathways to creativity.
 
All events are Free and people are advised to book early to avoid disappointment.
 
There really is something for everyone, lets get out and enjoy an evening of amazing
local free events.

Culture Night in

Wicklow 

Culture Night in

Ireland 

 

Free Courses for Community Groups
provided by Bray Area Partnership under #SICAP

 
If you work with marginalised or disadvantaged clients in a local community or
voluntary group that has a social inclusion focus and operates in the Bray or
Greystones areas these courses may be of interest to you.
 

Introduction to Motivational Interviewing 
Wednesday 18th & 25th October from 10am to 5pm

 
Motivational Interviewing is an evidence-based communication style designed to help
people make positive change. Using this approach will help you to manage
ambivalence, lower resistance and build motivation in people to change their
behaviour and achieve their goals. The course will be delivered by Motivational
Interviewing Training Ireland.
 

Introduction to Facilitation Skills 
Wednesday 4th October from 9am to 4pm

 
If your work involves facilitating meetings, training sessions, group discussions or
planning sessions this course will be of interest to you. 
 

For more information & an Application Form
Email michellerogers@brayareapartnership.ie  or call Michelle on 01 286 8266.

Find out more 

National News

,The Dublin City Festival of Fundraising 
running in partnership with Dublin City PPN

on from Monday 25th - Thursday 28th September online and in person.
 

This amazing week is focused on smaller nonprofits who want to learn how to take
their fundraising to the next level and give their organisation a chance to develop.
 
The week features the following:

Intro to fundraising
Fundraising for migrant support organisations
Fundraising Planning for Committees
Plus the opportunity for your organisation to avail of a free 2 hour consultation to
explore the next steps in your fundraising journey.

All sessions are free.

Find out more

 

.Community Representatives Training QQI Award (Minor) Level 5
online one hour information session 

Thursday 28th September at 10.30am or 6.30pm  
 
Urrús in partnership with CityWide have designed this programme in response to the
continued identified needs of community representatives engaging with local and
regional drug and alcohol task forces and representing local community issues.  The
programme is open to those who are currently community representatives on local and
regional task force structures; and those who would like to develop their knowledge
and skills to become a community representative.
 
Note: Delivery of this programme will be face to face and will take place in Dublin. This
course is free of charge and all travel costs will be covered.  The course will
commence in November 2023 (dates TBC)

Find out more

 

National Allotments and Community Gardens Week
Saturday 14th to Saturday 21st Oct 2023

 
Community Gardens Ireland is running this first ever Community Gardens Week to
raise awareness of allotments and community gardens, to highlight how important
they are and to detail the huge benefits of community gardening for communities,
individuals, and the environment.
 
The 2023 theme is "Growing with Nature" and they are hoping to get as many
allotments and community gardens involved.
 
Some examples of activities during the week are:
 
Organise a tour or an event (in person or virtual!) at your allotments or community
gardens with an emphasis on how you are helping local wildlife and biodiversity!
 
Post photos and videos online during the week about what actions you are taking to
grow with nature at your allotment or community garden!
 
Publicise the week as it is the first ever Irish event like this - Community Gardens
Ireland will be posting information on their social media in the coming weeks, so
share and like! #NationalAllotmentsWeek #NationalCommunityGardensWeek
#GrowingWithNature
 
If you are going to run an event during this week, please let them know by Emailing
communitygarden.ie@gmail.com and by tagging Community Gardens Ireland on
social media during the event (14th - 21st October 2023).

If you are going to run an
event during this week,
please let Community

Gardens Ireland know by
emailing

communitygarden.ie@g
mail.com

and by tagging
Community Gardens

Ireland on social media
during the week(14th -

21st October 2023).

Find out more & Get

Involved 

 

Community Gardens Yearly Gathering of Community Growers
On Saturday 14th October in Cork City

 
To align with the start of Allotments and Community Gardens Week 2023, Community
Gardens Ireland will be organising their Yearly Gathering of Community Growers.
 
At the event participants will be visiting and seeing first hand some amazing
community growing projects in the city.
 
More details including Eventbrite link to follow on this!

 

Irish Environmental Network Upcoming Events & Other News
 

An Introduction to the Role of Biodiversity Officers
Monday October 2nd - 7pm - Online
 
With the appointment of Biodiversity Officers in each Local Authority by the end of
2024, what can you expect for your county?
 
Hear from Galway City's Biodiversity Officer Paula Kearney about her role and what it
covers. How do Biodiversity Officers influence council actions? Is there a way for the
community to get involved in the work? When should people get in touch with their
Biodiversity Officer, and why? Do Biodiversity Officers interact with the local Public
Participation Network, and how?

 Find out more &

Register

 

All About Hedgerows
Sunday October 15th - 10am - Monasterevin
 
Planting or rejuvenating a properly managed hedgerow is one of the most impactful
actions you can take for wildlife on your land.
 
Join Hedgerows Ireland and the Irish Environmental Network this Autumn to learn
how to plant, plan and maintain hedgerows on your land.

 Find out more &

Register

 

Develop a Biodiversity Action Plan
 
What does a Biodiversity Action Plan look like? What can be included, and what
resources are there to help?
 
The National Biodiversity Data Centre has launched a new website that answers
these questions! Find Biodiversity Action Plans from different counties, from
community groups, and from councils.
 
Also, on the website are loads of resources to help you in planning and implementing
actions.
 
Use the Biodiversity Fund, detailed in the Funding Opportunities section below, to
source an ecologist to help you write your plan, or to carry out the actions in your
plan. If hedgerows are a part of your plan, why not join us on October 15th to learn
how to plan, plant and maintain it in the years to come?

 Access the Website

 

Dementia: Understand Together in Communities
Online Workshop on Wednesday 27th September from 12 noon to 1.30 pm

 
You can find out more about dementia and how you can support people with dementia
in your community.
 
Register to join the workshop by emailing Sinead O’Reilly on
 understandtogether@hse.ie.
 
 

Find out more 

 

Create's National Networking Day 2023: Collaborating on Climate Justice
on Thursday 19th October

at Project Arts Centre in Dublin.
 
This event will feature guest speakers including the Climate Justice team from TASC,
the think tank for action on social change, and experienced environmental campaigner
and journalist, John Gibbons. TASC will draw on their recent experience working at
grassroots level through their People’s Transition pilot projects around the country,
while John will explore the complicated issues around media narratives, disinformation
and storytelling.
 
Attendees will also have the chance to hear from a group of artists who have taken a
range of approaches to engaging with the many nuances of climate justice through
their practice. These presentations, and a workshop facilitated by TASC, will aim to
stimulate discussion amongst those present and provide a basis for developing future
work in this area.

Find out more &

Register

 

Information for voters with disabilities in a range of different languages
 
There are special arrangements to assist those electors with an illness or disability to
exercise their voting rights. These leaflet details these arrangements.

Find out more

 

Social Inclusion Community Activation Programme (SICAP) 2022 Report
Launched

 
SICAP is co-funded by the Department of Rural and Community Development and the
European Social Fund.
 
It currently employs approximately 600 community workers across Ireland working to
reduce poverty and promote social inclusion and equality through local engagement
and partnerships between disadvantaged individuals, community organisations and
public sector agencies.
 
The SICAP 2022 Annual Report highlights the vital importance of the Programme in
addressing inequality and improving outcomes for the most disadvantaged groups and
individuals in the country.
 
In 2022, 2,760 Local Community Groups and 30,416 individuals were supported by the
programme.

Access Full Press

Release

Previously Listed ...

Make Way Day
on Friday 22nd September

 
“Make Way Day” is a campaign that brings the disability and wider community
together to consider the needs of people with disabilities in the public spaces we all
share.
 
It is led by the Disability Federation of Ireland and is a unique collaboration across
Ireland and the voluntary and local government sectors. But most of all it’s about
people with disabilities.

Find out more & Get

Involved 

 

Sustainable Development Goals Week 2023
From Saturday 23rd September to Sunday 1st October

 
Ireland’s first Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Week was held in September
2022 to celebrate and raise awareness of the Sustainable Development Goals. SDG
Week forms part of the wider European Sustainable Development Week (ESDW).
 
Last year, over 100 events were organised across Ireland, with over 7,000 activities
taking place across 24 countries in Europe.
 
You can play your part in SDG Week 2023 by attending or organising an
activity/event.

Find out more & Get

involved in SDG

Week 2023

 

Green Ribbon Campaign - September 2023
THERE IS NO SHAME IN HAVING A MENTAL HEALTH DIFFICULTY

 
The annual See Change Green Ribbon campaign aims to spread awareness about
all mental health difficulties to help end mental health stigma and discrimination.
 
The Green Ribbon theme for 2023 is Judgement. Across the month, See Change
will explore what mental health judgement is, where it shows up across society, how
judgement impacts people with mental health difficulties, and what we can all do to
help end the unfair judgement of ourselves and others.
 
During the month of September See Change will be hosting events, running social
media campaigns and supporting workplaces, organisations and the general public
across Ireland to start having open and honest conversations about mental health.

Find out more &

Access the

Supporters Pack

 

 

Host a Connect Café during World Mental Health Month (October)
Mental Health Ireland will be running Information Sessions during September

 
Mental Health Ireland will be encouraging organisations and communities to host a Connect Café during World
Mental Health Month (October)
 
These sessions will provide practical guidance and support on how to run your own Connect Café for WMHM and
where to go for online resources.
 
Below is the poster with QR codes with links to register for the session, (you register for just one session) and to find
out more.

Access MHI dedicated World Mental Health Month website 

 

Volunteer Ireland Awards
Closing Date: Sunday 8th October

 
Nominations are now open for the 2023 Volunteer Ireland Awards, the award
ceremony that celebrates the amazing volunteers helping out in our communities.
 
There are a host of categories and nominations can be made for groups or for
individual volunteers and for those that manage volunteer programmes (paid or
unpaid).
 

Now is our chance to say thank you!
Find out more 

 

Share Your Story, поділіться своєю історією
 
The We Act campaign is all about sharing the good news of our sector and the
brilliant work of staff and volunteers in Ireland.
 
This year, the campaign is partnering with the Irish Red Cross to tell stories of
Ukrainian people working and volunteering with charities and community groups in
Ireland, as well as the organisations and community groups that provide support for
the Ukrainian community in this country.
 
They want to hear about individual people and groups doing amazing things in their
communities and they know there are so many stories of positive action - refugees
using their skills as translators, communities raising funds for overseas aid, new
families lending a hand to the community clean-up, professionals offering skills at
local workshops, and so much more. The goal is to create a series of interviews,
videos, and posters that will be part of a public campaign to recognise the
contribution of Ukrainian people to Irish civil society.
 
If you have a story, have come across one in your work, or know someone in your
community who wants to share theirs, please fill out this form and the We Act
Campaign officer will be in touch. They will never share any stories or information
without contacting you first.
 
If you have any questions about the campaign or our story bank, please email
madeline@wheel.ie.

Fill in the form to

share your story 

Find out about the We

Act Campaign 

Consultations 

Arklow to Shillelagh Greenway: Non-Statutory Public Consultation, Route
Option Selection

Various Dates in September & October
 
This public consultation is being conducted to gather input on the emerging preferred
route and to invite the public to provide feedback before the preferred route is
decided.
 
Wicklow County Council will hold three information events, with route maps on
display and members of the Project Team in attendance to answer any questions.
 
28/09/2023: Arklow Library, Main Street, Arklow, Y14 PY61.  From 4 to 8pm
 
04/10/2023: Aughrim Community Sports Complex, Rednagh Rd, Aughrim, Y14F868.
From 4 to 8pm
 
05/10/2023: Shillelagh Court House, Main Street, Shillelagh, Y14 V3V9.  From 4 to
8pm
 
An online consultation process will commence on Thursday, 28th September 2023,
running until Thursday 2nd November 2023.

Find out more & Have

your Say

 

All Ireland Coastwatch Survey
Closing Date: Sunday 15th October

 
This Citizen Science survey invites volunteers to sign up for one or more survey units
(500m) along the coast of Ireland. Participants then visit their survey unit once at low
tide over the four-week period, fill in the survey questionnaire to record their
observations, and return it to Coastwatch where it is collated to form part of the
National Coastline map.
 
The end result provides an invaluable snapshot of the coast of Wicklow and other
coastal counties, helping to identify changes, trends and threats.

Find out more & Get

Involved

 

Previously Listed ...

Universal Design Guidelines for Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
Closing Date: Tuesday 26th September

 
The draft Universal Design Guidelines for Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
summarises key considerations when designing, installing, and operating electric
vehicle charging station. 
 
In Ireland, there are currently no specific guidelines that provide universal design
recommendations for electric vehicle charging infrastructure. These Guidelines aim to
provide for well designed, easy to use charging infrastructure across the country.

Find out more & Take

the Survey

 

Wicklow Town & Rathnew Local Area Plan 2023 Pre-Draft Consultation
Closing Date: Thursday 28th September

 
The online consultation portal sets out the key topics that the plan will address. You
are invited to go through the topics and answer any of the sample questions.
Alternatively, you can send in a general submission / attachment through the
submission link. 

Have your Say

 

The Seanad Public Consultation Committee 
is seeking the public’s views on the Future of Local Democracy ahead of the

Local Elections in June 2024
Closing Date: Friday 29th September

 
The Committee will explore the Future of Local Democracy across the following
themes:

Public engagement and participation in the local government process and
functions
The powers of local authorities, and
The impact of changes to the local government process, such as the abolition of
town councils and the introduction of directly elected mayors.

The PPN made a submission to this consultation.  Click HERE to access a copy of
our submission.

Find out More &

Have your Say

 

Regional Water Resources Plan - South East (RWRP-SE) 
Closing Date: Tuesday 3rd October

 
Uisce Éireann is currently progressing Phase 2 National Water Resources Plan -
Regional Water Resources Plans (RWRPs) and are now seeking feedback on the
fourth and final RWRP the South East (draft RWRP-SE) and associated SEA
Environmental Report and Natura Impact Statement.
 
During the 12 week consultation period the documents will be available to view on
their Website and at your local authority’s planning office during their normal opening
hours.
 
Uisce Éireann will host webinars for members of the public in September 2023 to
present the draft RWRP–SE plan and associated environmental reports, and to
answer any questions you may have that will assist you in making your submission.
Details will be available on their Website.

Find out more & Have

your Say

 

Wellbeing from Pregnancy to after Birth
 
The Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI), and the Dublin South, Kildare or
West Wicklow Perinatal Mental Health Working Group, hope to build a smartphone
app designed to improve your wellbeing.
 
BUT FIRST……
If you live in Dublin South, Kildare or West Wicklow they need you to tell them about
your health and wellbeing from pregnancy up to one year after having your baby. 
 
For a hard copy of the survey contact your local Public Health Nurse.
 
If you would like to take part in a brief interview email: roisinodonovan@rcsi.com

Access the Survey

 

Get Ireland Cycling Strategy
 
The Get Ireland Cycling (GIC) initiative, endorsed by Cycling Ireland, Healthy Ireland,
and Sport Ireland, is focused on promoting and increasing participation in cycling
across the country. Its primary goal is to encourage more people to cycle and ensure
their continued engagement in the activity.

They want to hear from as many people as possible to help picture cycling at the
moment and how to get more people onto bikes. Please help Cycling Ireland by
completing this short Community Survey. There’s even a prize draw for those who
complete the survey!
 
Cycling Ireland are also carrying out 
An appraisal of the needs of cyclists along the developmental continuum
 
This study aims to conduct an appraisal of the needs of cyclists along the
developmental continuum in an aim to:

inform and/or align pre-existing models developed by Cycling Ireland with a
view to aid in the creation of a new participant development model (should one
not already exist).
Understand the key transition points and the support structures needed to
ensure continued participation at these junctions.

Take the Survey

 
 
 

Needs of Cyclists

Have your say

 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow
you to submit observations on them.

Consultation Hub

 

Government of Ireland Consultation Portal
 
Find information on public consultations held by government departments and local
authorities. 

Consultation Portal

Funding Opportunities

Tree Grant Wicklow County Council
Closing Date: Sunday 15th October

 
The maximum grant payable may be up to 75% of the cost and is payable when the
work is completed. Maximum grant available is €500. Reckonable expenditure
would include the cost of the trees, ties and stakes but does not include the cost of
labour for the planting.
 
Applicants should provide details of the trees they plan to plant, and the costs
involved. A sketch map of where trees will be planted is also required which will be
used to assess whether the site is suitable for planting.
 
For further information contact:
Hannah O’Kelly, Environmental Awareness Officer
Tel: 0404 20100
Email: eao@wicklowcoco.ie

Access the

Application Form 

 

Previously Listed ...

BeInclusive EU Sport Awards 
Closing Date: Thursday 28th September

 
The #BeInclusive EU Sport Awards recognise and celebrate the achievements of
sport organisations working with

ethnic minorities
refugees
people with disabilities
youth groups at risk
any other group that faces challenging social circumstances

They also cover gender equality and promote women’s participation to sport.
 
The three winners (one in each category) will be announced at the #BeInclusive
annual awards ceremony and will receive a prize of €10,000. The other finalists
(second and third) in each category will receive a prize of €2,500.

Find out More &

Apply 

 

‘Sing in Wicklow’ Award
Closing Date: 4pm Friday 29th September

 
This award aims to support choirs across the County to participate in workshops and
choir competitions, facilitate inter-choir collaborations such as performances, peer-
learning and networking, recruit new members and purchase essential equipment
and instruments. 
 
The maximum award available is €1,000. Find out More &

Apply 

 

14th EESC Civil Society Prize
Closing Date: Saturday 30th September

 
The 14th EESC civil society prize will reward effective, innovative and creative
initiatives carried out on the territory of the EU which support people with mental
health conditions and promote an environment fostering mental well-being on an
individual or collective basis.
 
It is open to non-for-profit initiatives carried out by natural persons, civil society
organisations and private companies officially registered within the European Union.
It has a total value of €50,000 and can be shared among up to five winners.
 
The aim of the award is to raise awareness of the contribution that civil society can
make to promoting a European identity and citizenship in a way that underpins the
common values that are the foundation of European integration.

Find out more and

Apply

 

Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2023
Closing Date for EOI: Monday 2nd October at 12 noon. 

 
Expressions of interest should be submitted to Wicklow County Council.

 
The 2023 Scheme will focus on objectives such as tackling vacancy and dereliction
in towns and villages, regeneration projects that support active and vibrant town or
village centres, town or village centre markets, upgrading shopfronts and street
facades, projects on Irelands inhabited offshore islands, and green spaces and parks,
etc.
 
There is also a new option to submit an application for the acquisition of land in town
centres to support the development of town regeneration / community focused
projects such as parks and plazas.
 
For the 2023 Scheme, the minimum grant which is available is €20,000. The
maximum level of grant funding available is remaining at €500,000 in respect of one
application from each Local Authority. A maximum of €250,000 will apply in respect of
4 applications.
 
1 application must be in respect of Towns/Villages that have not previously received
funding under the Standard Town & Village Renewal Scheme in the last 3 years.

Find out more &

submit an EOI 

 

Biodiversity Fund
Closing Date: Friday 13th October

 
There will be two strands to this Fund:

Funding to work with an Ecologist to draw up a Community Biodiversity Action
Plan (CBAP) for your targeted area.
Funding (up to €6,000) to implement recommendations contained in an existing
CBAP.

To qualify for the second strand, you must have already submitted your CBAP to IEN
and the National Biodiversity Data Centre.
 
 
Groups can only apply to one strand.
 
The fund will be administered by the Community Foundation of Ireland.

Find out More &

Apply 

 

Community Climate Action Fund
Opening Soon

 
The Community Climate Action Fund is a new programme which aims to support and
empower communities to take climate action at a local level. Wicklow County
Council, in conjunction with the Department of the Environment, Climate and
Communications will support communities in the scale up of community climate
action.
 
Projects must deliver a direct positive impact on climate change by reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, increasing production or use of renewable
energy, improving energy efficiency and/or increasing climate resilience and help
communities adapt to the consequences of climate change. Projects should address
at least one, preferably several, of the following five themes:

Home and energy
Travel
Food and waste
Shopping and recycling
Local climate and environmental action

Three different sized grants which can fund up to 100% of all eligible costs:

Small scale projects < €20,000
Medium scale projects €20,000 to €50,000
Large scale projects €50,000 to €100,000

Eligible community organisations must:

be not-for-profit
be located within County Wicklow
submit a completed application form by the deadline
be registered with the County Wicklow PPN or be connected with other
collectives such as The Wheel, Tidy Towns, or be a community group with
Articles of Association, which hold an AGM with appropriately approved
minutes.

 
Private individuals, commercial undertakings, and national community or
environmental organisations, as well as groups from outside of County Wicklow are
not eligible.

To find out
more about
this Fund

Email
Julie Sammiller

at
ccap@wicklowcoco.ie  

 

Climate Emergency Fund
 
The Arkbound Foundation (an ECOLISE member) has partnered with other funders
to deliver a brand new fund for organisations with a focus on tackling the climate
emergency.
 
The fund is intended to support community based, grassroots, lived experience and
localised type methods of delivery.
 
Maximum funding is £30,000, though most applicants will likely receive under
£10,000.
 
Please note, the fund is brand new so further details are likely to come out in the
following weeks. Though it is expected demand will be high and to some extent there
are benefits in applying sooner rather than later. 

Find out More &

Submit an EOI

 

LIFE Programme Grants
Closing Date: various dates

 
The LIFE Programme is the EU’s funding instrument for the environment and climate

action. 
 
The LIFE programme’s main goals are to:

help communities transition towards a more sustainable, circular, energy-
efficient, renewable energy-based, climate-neutral and -resilient economy
protect, restore and enhance the environment
halt and reverse biodiversity loss
stop the degradation of ecosystems by managing and enhancing the Natura
2000 network for rare and threatened species.

Find out more &

Apply 

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.

 
Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.

 
If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the

subject 'Unsubscribe'.
 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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