
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

News Update: Friday 11th August 2023
The Tinahely Agricultural Show on August Bank Holiday Monday (7th Aug) gave us
an amazing opportunity to meet with some of our member groups, local politicians,
other agencies and people from across not only Co. Wicklow but from across the
Country.  The word about PPN was spread far and wide. We so enjoyed the chats,
exhibitions, food and fun.  A big thank you to our two Secretariat members that
volunteered at our stall.  
 
Remember to check out both the Consultation and Funding Opportunities section
of this News Update. 
 
It is really important to have your say on public consultations and ensure that the
voice of our diverse communities is heard and considered in the development of
policies and actions which impact our lives.  We would like to draw particular
attention to the Department of Rural and Community Development survey on the PPN
Implementation Road Map and to the Seanad Public Consultation Committee which
is seeking the public’s views on the Future of Local Democracy ahead of the Local
Elections in June 2024.
 
On funding news Wicklow County Council are now accepting Expressions of Interest
for the Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2023.
 
National Heritage Week kicks off tomorrow (Sat 12th August).  It is really great to see
so many varied events happening across the County.  We hope you can get involved
and enjoy.

To catch up on all the
news scroll through the

update or click on the links
below to jump straight to a

specific section:  
 

Wicklow PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 

 

Please Note: For the summer months we will share our News Update with you on a fortnightly basis. Between
News Updates please keep an eye on our Facebook page, our Website and your email inbox.  

PPN News

Consultation on Draft PPN Implementation Roadmap (Dept. Rural & Community
Development)

The survey is open for response until Friday 1st September 2023, inclusive
 
An independent Structural Review of the PPNs was carried out in 2021/2022. It
recommended a number of actions to make PPN structures work more effectively.
 
A Working Group was created to consider these recommendations, representing PPN
staff and volunteers, as well as government officials and the community sector. This
group has developed a draft Implementation Roadmap drawing on the
recommendations as well as actions suggested by members of the PPN community.
The actions listed are not final at this time.
 
The Department of Community and Rural Development (DRCD), in collaboration with
the Working Group, has now commissioned Crowe to conduct a consultation on the
draft Implementation Roadmap.
 
As a first step, you are invited to read the Draft PPN Implementation Roadmap, and
to take part in a survey on it.  Crowe have developed the Survey to give all those
involved in or with PPNs an opportunity to have their say on the draft Roadmap.
Feedback from this survey will be used to help finalise the Roadmap.

Draft PPN Roadmap

Have your Say

If you have any
questions, please do not
hesitate to contact Jack

Conway
(jack.conway@crowe.ie)

or Vanya Sargent
(vanya.sargent@crowe.ie

) by email or phone (01
4482200).

 

The PPN to join Community Celebration in Donard
Saturday 12th August from 2pm

 
The Community in Donard are celebration the 25th Anniversary of Donard
Community Hall.  The celebrations will include an expo of local community groups
and activities.  The PPN have been invited to attend and take a stall.  We are looking
forward to meeting the local community and its many voluntary groups and joining in
the fun.
 
The event will include a display of interesting local historical photographs and local
1901 and 1911 census returns, a tasty barbecue, a display of vintage vehicles, Marta
the Magician, Billy Loughlin's "Hang Tough" and target practice with the football club.

 

Call for Nominations for PPN Representative on South East Fisheries Local
Action Group (FLAG)

Closing Date for Nominations: 9am Monday 28th August
 

FLAGs are a Community Led Local Development (CLLD) initiative comprising of a
partnership of relevant local and stakeholder representatives from coastal
communities with Bord Iascaigh Mhara.
 
BIM is seeking to assist the local communities of Wicklow, Wexford and Waterford to
establish a FLAG in the region and they have invited the PPN to nominate a
representative. 
 
The CLLD approach which places the community living in the fisheries and
aquaculture dependent area at its core, is a key instrument within the new European
Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF) to deliver support for the
development of coastal communities, seeking to enable a sustainable blue economy
in coastal, island and inland areas, and foster the development of fishing and
aquaculture communities. 
 
Local representatives on the FLAG are charged with identifying the challenges faced
by coastal communities and developing initiatives to address these challenges
through the development of a Local Development Strategy.  BIM with FLAG seeks to
facilitate participation by all parties who wish to contribute to this process, thus
ensuring that the local development strategy is as representative of the community
view as possible.
 
The first task of the group will be to develop a Local Development Strategy during the
latter part of 2023, this will be facilitated through the provision of an appropriately
qualified firm of consultants that will work with the FLAG and the local community to
this end.
 
Once the strategy is adopted and approved the FLAG will then have access to a
budget of approximately €2 million over the period 2023-2029 to fund projects that
will implement the strategy.

Find out more about

FLAG

The person nominated
would have to

demonstrate their
understanding of the
challenges faced by

coastal communities and
be well placed within the

community to promote
the work of the FLAG.

Find out more about

EMFAF Operation

Programme 2021 -2027

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new Events Calendar and Funding Sources, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th September. 
Minutes from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing
videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

National Heritage Week in Wicklow
12th - 20th August

 
National Heritage Week kicks off this weekend with over 60 in person events
scheduled to take place in County Wicklow from 12th - 20th August. The majority of
these events are free of charge and family friendly.
 
This is the largest celebration of natural, cultural and built heritage and is a great
opportunity for groups all over county Wicklow to highlight their local place and
activities and for us to discover something new.

Find out more 

At county level, National
Heritage Week is co-

ordinated and supported
by local authority

Heritage Officers, their
colleagues and with

numerous local heritage
groups and

organisations.

Access Full list of

Events in Co. Wicklow

Anybody interested in
hosting an event or a

digital project can
register it up to the

beginning of National
Heritage Week on August
12th and even during the
week itself right up until
the final day on Sunday

August 20th. They can do
so via the Organisers’

Portal on
www.heritageweek.ie

 

Greystones Town Team Picnic in the Park (Burnaby Park)
on Saturday 12 August from 12 noon to 5pm

Bring Your Own Picnic
 
Community event for children of all ages and their families.  Fun filled day in the great
outdoors.
 
The event is a celebration of community and togetherness in the heart of Greystones.
 
Highlights of the day will include face painting, children’s games, storytelling,
meditation and entertainment.
 
Kids Club Ireland, Empire Events and DJs will be on hand to ensure smooth running
of the programme.
 
GTT sends special thanks to Codling Wind Park, Café Gourmet, Jokers, Kitchen 28
and Andrew Holmes Catering.

 

Greystones First Responders Free CPR Courses
on Saturday 12th  August 

Dr. Ryan Centre, Kenmare Heights, Greystones at 10am and 2pm
 
Each course will last approximately 90 minutes.  Spaces are limited so early booking
is highly recommended.
 
This is a wonderful opportunity for all to learn CPR techniques.
 

Book for 10am Course Book for 2pm Course

 

Baltinglass Municipal District Inaugural Cathaoirleach's Annual Achievement
Awards 2023

 
Congratulations to Jason Mulhall, our PPN Rep on the Local Community
Development Committee and all the other recipients of these awards. We are grateful
to him and all the many volunteers that do such great work for everyone's benefit.
 
Thirteen people were honoured for their outstanding achievements recently by the
Members of Baltinglass Municipal District at an event to present the Cathaoirleach’s
annual achievement awards.
 
The individuals honoured at the event were: Jill Fadden, Lucy Mulhall, Bridget (Dilly)
Whittle, Jason Mulhall, Billy Tyrell, Eileen Flanagan, Julie Walsh and Richard Burke.
 
Individuals unable to attend on the night and will receive their awards at a later date
are:
George Hadden, Jim Schofield, Nicky Lacey, Noel Nagle and Louise Quinn.

Access Press Release

 

Wicklow Library Service
 
Check out their Facebook page for details of events, resources and much more. 
 
They even have Let’s Play Outdoor Games packs that people can borrow.  Could be
useful if your group was organising an event in the community. 
 
 

 

Wicklow County Council Mattress Amnesty & Household Hazardous Waste Collection details

 

Funding Announcement for the County ...
 

Congratulations to Rathdrum Cancer Support (€44,034) and Wicklow Irish
Community Rapid Response (€50,000) on receipt of funding under the CLÁR
Funding Scheme (Measure 2: Mobility, Cancer Care and Community First
Responders Transport).
 
In total, Minister Humphreys announced over €2 million for 37 Vehicles for Mobility,
Cancer Care and Community First Responders throughout the Country. Access Press Release

Previously Listed ...

"11th Annual Signal Open"
An Exhibition By Various Artists in the Signal Arts Centre, Bray

Running from Tuesday 8th to Sunday 20th August
 
A founding tenet of Signal Arts Centre is the belief that there is a huge amount of
talent that goes unrecognised and that an opportunity should be there for all artists to
exhibit their work. The Signal Open is just such an opportunity.
 
Opening Reception: Friday 11th August 2022, 7pm to 9pm
 

Find out more about Signal Arts Centre & the Exhibition

 

Her Wicklow, Her Outdoors
14th - 20th August

 
Her Wicklow, Her Outdoors is offering an abundance of thrilling events to celebrate
and inspire women in outdoor activities. The week-long extravaganza aims to
highlight the diverse opportunities available for females to engage in outdoor physical
activity, encouraging them to try new experiences and enjoy the benefits of being in
nature.
 
Organised by Wicklow Sport & Recreation Partnership

Find out more

National News

Good Governance Awards
Closing Date: Wednesday 13th September

 
The Good Governance Awards recognises and encourages adherence to good
governance by nonprofit organisations in Ireland. The awards were developed
by Carmichael with the support of our partners and leading national bodies in

the nonprofit sector.
 
The organisers of the Good Governance Awards 2023 would especially like to see
more Category 1 (nonprofits with income less than €100k) entries. All entries will
receive feedback on their annual report. Don't miss out on this opportunity for a free
assessment from their excellent panel of assessors.

Find out more & Enter

 

Ticket to the future
Closing Date for Applications: Sunday 13th August 

 
ECOLISE is looking for young activists (18-30 years old) that want to join another 120
people including new and seasoned activists, climate and gender experts and
influencers. As a collective, you will travel from Paris to Barcelona, on October 11th,
exchanging knowledge and perspectives to mobilise support for Climate Justice.
 
On the train you will meet and hear from leading activists working on climate justice
issues in countries such as Kenya, Peru, Uganda, Fiji and the Philippines, and with
organisations such as Fridays for Future and the Pacific Islands Climate Action
Network. You will learn and exchange on gender and climate justice, activism, eco-
anxiety and more. When the train arrives in Barcelona, participants will join the Fixing
the Future festival. This activity is taking place within the SPARK Project.

Find out more & Apply

 

WE ACT Communications Training
The Marketing Masterclass for the Community & Voluntary Sector

Webinar Series on 31st August, 7th & 14th September
 
Staff and volunteers from across the charity and community sector are invited to
attend these FREE online communications training sessions. These sessions will be
facilitated by experts in their fields who will share practical tips and tools to help you
and your organisation reach the right audiences and share the work you do in ways
that are engaging and impactful.
 
Whether you work in communications for a large national organisation or write
occasional social media posts for your local club, this series will provide useful
takeaways to make your marketing and communications efforts more effective.

Find out more &

Register

 

Left Out in the Cold: A webinar on energy poverty and energy pollution
Monday 4th September from 7 -8.30pm

 
This Webinar will discuss the impacts of energy poverty and solutions to these crises.
With a mix of activists and practitioners they will dig into the human impacts of this
issue and what decision-makers can do to solve it, particularly in the run-up to Budget
2024.
 
Speakers will include Alejandro Criado of CATU, Dr James Casey, from Independent
Living Movement Ireland and a speaker from the Ballyfermot Traveller Action Project. 
 
The webinar is organised by Friends of the Earth. 

Find out more &

Register

 

Sustainable Development Goals Week 2023
From Saturday 23rd September to Sunday 1st October

 
Ireland’s first Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Week was held in September
2022 to celebrate and raise awareness of the Sustainable Development Goals. SDG
Week forms part of the wider European Sustainable Development Week (ESDW).
 
Last year, over 100 events were organised across Ireland, with over 7,000 activities
taking place across 24 countries in Europe.
 
You can play your part in SDG Week 2023 by attending or organising an
activity/event.

For SDG Week in 2022
Wicklow PPN worked in

collaboration with
Wicklow County Council

to ' Fill the Wheel &
Maps the Goals'.  

 

Find out more & Get

involved in SDG

Week 2023

To share details of the
work of your group and

how it is helping to
deliver on the SDGs visit

the
 Wicklow SDG Mapping

Tool  

 

Your voice matters and your vote is important - Check the Register
 
 

Even if you’re already registered to vote, now is the time to check and either confirm
or update your details by providing your PPSN, Eircode and Date of Birth.
 
It's never been easier to update your details or register to vote.
 
 

 

Department of Rural & Community Development 
Statement of Strategy 2023 -2025 Launched

 
The strategy sets out the vision and strategic goals that will guide the work of the
Department over the period 2023 - 2025 as it continues to deliver on its mission "to
promote rural and community development and to support vibrant, inclusive and
sustainable communities throughout Ireland".
 
The Strategy sets out the following strategic goals:

Advance the economic and social development of rural areas, including the
offshore islands
Contribute to and support national regional development objectives
Support empowered, inclusive and resilient communities and a thriving
volunteer culture
Enable the community, voluntary, charity, philanthropic and social economy
sectors to contribute fully to civil society
Foster and maintain a high performance culture and organisation to achieve our
mission in the interests of all communities.

Access the Full

Document

 

Updates from the Policing Authority
 

The Policing Authority published its Assessment of Policing Performance 2022,
an evaluation of the Garda Síochána’s performance over the course of that year.
Policing performance is assessed primarily against the Authority's Statutory
Performance Framework - consisting of the Garda Síochána statement of strategy,
Policing Priorities and Annual Policing Plan. 
 
To access are recording of the recent public meeting of the Policing Authority click
HERE

Previously Listed ...

Course in Rural Community Resilience - free and accredited
 

Part-time blended learning certified course running from September to
December 2023

 
 

Find out more

 

Bursaries for Professional Community Work Education
 
The Minister of State for Communities, Integration and Charities, Joe O’Brien T.D. has
today (Friday, 28th July 2023) announced a bursary fund of €200,000 to support
community workers to pursue endorsed postgraduate community work qualifications.
The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) has provided
funding for the bursary to the All Ireland Endorsement Body (AIEB) for Community
Work Education.
 
The fund has been established to meet a commitment under the government’s five
year strategy for the Community and Voluntary sector: Sustainable, Inclusive and
Empowered Communities. It responds to a key finding of AIEB’s assessment of
education and training needs which calls for affordable and accessible professional
community work education for people with degrees already in community work jobs.
 
The bursary will be available to managers of community organisations, community
workers and those who undertake community work duties in associated roles who
have graduate degrees but no professional community work qualifications.
 
The bursary will fund places on the Masters in Community and Youth Work
Programme at NUI Maynooth, which will be offered on a part-time basis. The blended
mode of delivery of that programme makes it possible for potential bursary applicants
also managing workloads and other commitments.

Information about the
bursaries is available
from bursary@aieb.ie
and information on the

programme can be
provided by the

Department of Applied
Social Studies in NUI

Maynooth.

Consultations 

Consultation on Draft PPN Implementation Roadmap (Dept. Rural & Community
Development)

The survey is open for response until Friday 1st September 2023, inclusive
 
An independent Structural Review of the PPNs was carried out in 2021/2022. It
recommended a number of actions to make PPN structures work more effectively.
 
A Working Group was created to consider these recommendations, representing PPN
staff and volunteers, as well as government officials and the community sector. This
group has developed a draft Implementation Roadmap drawing on the
recommendations as well as actions suggested by members of the PPN community.
The actions listed are not final at this time.
 
The Department of Community and Rural Development (DRCD), in collaboration with
the Working Group, has now commissioned Crowe to conduct a consultation on the
draft Implementation Roadmap.
 
As a first step, you are invited to read the Draft PPN Implementation Roadmap, and
to take part in a survey on it.  Crowe have developed the Survey to give all those
involved in or with PPNs an opportunity to have their say on the draft Roadmap.
Feedback from this survey will be used to help finalise the Roadmap.

Draft PPN Roadmap

Have your Say

If you have any
questions, please do not
hesitate to contact Jack

Conway
(jack.conway@crowe.ie)

or Vanya Sargent
(vanya.sargent@crowe.ie

) by email or phone (01
4482200).

 

The Seanad Public Consultation Committee 
is seeking the public’s views on the Future of Local Democracy ahead of the

Local Elections in June 2024
Closing Date: Friday 29th September

 
The Committee will explore the Future of Local Democracy across the following
themes:

Public engagement and participation in the local government process and
functions
The powers of local authorities, and
The impact of changes to the local government process, such as the abolition of
town councils and the introduction of directly elected mayors.

Launching the call for submissions from the public, Senator Daly said: “Local
authorities form an essential part of Irish life. For this reason, the Seanad Public
Consultation Committee is interested in hearing the public’s views on engagement
and participation in local government, the powers of local authorities, as well as the
impacts of recent and proposed changes to the local government process.”
 
Senator Shane Cassells, who will act as rapporteur for the consultation, said: “The
time is now ripe to consider the future of this most important arm of government.
Particular areas we are interested in are ways in which we can achieve gender
balance on our local authorities, encouraging representation on local authorities from
minority groups in Ireland, and ensuring that decisions impacting local people are
made at a local level.”

Find out More &

Have your Say

 

How Well do you know Ireland's Seas
 
Fair Seas has launched its first Ocean Literacy Survey, to find out how well people in
Ireland know the waters around us and how they use them. The coalition of leading
environmental non-governmental organisations and networks has launched the
ambitious research online and is asking people from all sectors to share their views.
 
All information collected through the survey will be held securely and treated in the
strictest confidence. It will take approximately 15 minutes to complete, and consent
can be withdrawn at any time.

Have your Say

 

Digital Local Government Have Your Say
Extension of Closing Date to: Wednesday 23rd August

Supported by the Local Government Management Agency, local government is
developing a new Digital and ICT Strategy.

They want to understand how you currently use digital and online services and how
you’d like to use digital local government services in future.

A survey has been developed to help better understand the needs of the public and
businesses. The findings from the survey will be used to inform the new Strategy. 

Take the Survey in English Take the Survey in Irish

 

Wicklow County Council Part 8 Development Consultations
 

A development carried out by a Local Authority is often referred to as a ‘Part 8’
development. This is a reference to Part 8 of the planning laws, which sets out the
procedure for carrying out such developments. Works could include build housing,
roads, bridges, tunnels, fire stations, libraries, public toilets or public swimming pools
and more.
 
Public consultation is a fundamental element of the 'Part 8' planning application
process. 
 
The following Part 8 Development consultations are currently open for submissions in
Co. Wicklow:

Development of a Skate Park at Ballywaltrim
Ballyguilemore Footpath Scheme
Killincarrig Village Enhancement Scheme

Access the

Consultations & Have

your Say

 

Get Ireland Cycling Strategy
 
The Get Ireland Cycling (GIC) initiative, endorsed by Cycling Ireland, Healthy Ireland,
and Sport Ireland, is focused on promoting and increasing participation in cycling
across the country. Its primary goal is to encourage more people to cycle and ensure
their continued engagement in the activity.

They want to hear from as many people as possible to help picture cycling at the
moment and how to get more people onto bikes. Please help Cycling Ireland by
completing this short Community Survey. There’s even a prize draw for those who
complete the survey!

Take the Survey

Previously Listed ...

Climate Conversation 2023
Closing Date: Friday 8th September at 5.30pm 

 
People across the country are invited to have their say on how we can all play our
part in securing our sustainable future.
 
Government, communities, industry and individuals each have a part to play to help
Ireland shift to a carbon-neutral future. The Government want to hear how they, as a
government, can engage, enable and empower people to take action and realise the
potential of moving towards carbon neutrality.
 
An online questionnaire is now open where people can give their views on shopping,
reuse and recycling, food and food waste, heating our homes and sustainable living,
local environment and climate change. People can also have their say on how
actions in these areas – by individuals, Government and society as a whole – can
positively impact our climate goals.
 
Join the Climate Conversation 2023 by filling in the online questionnaire.
 
You don’t need to be a climate expert for your opinion to be valued,they want to hear
from as many people across the country as possible. You might find the Climate
Jargon Buster useful as you read through the content and questions.

Find out More & Have

your Say

 

East Coast Regional Drug and Alcohol Task Force
Community Needs Analysis

 
What are the needs in your community in relation to social, health, economic,
physical, housing, transport and public services.
 
For further information contact: djordan@wicklowpartnership.ie

Take the survey

 

Wicklow Children and Young People’s Services Committee (Wicklow CYPSC) is
drafting a new plan for children and young people

 
CYPSC would like to ask children and young people and their parents to tell them
what should be in their plan.
 
CYPSC are county-level committees that bring together the main statutory,
community and voluntary providers of services to children and young people.  They
provide a forum for joint planning and co-ordination of activity to ensure that children,
young people and their families receive improved and accessible services.
 
Click on the button opposite to access the QR code for their surveys for different age
groups.

Take the survey

 

Universal Design Guidelines for Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
Closing Date: Tuesday 26th September

 
The draft Universal Design Guidelines for Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
summarises key considerations when designing, installing, and operating electric
vehicle charging station.  These include:

the design of the charging station
the accessibility of the site
the information and communications to inform users before, during, and after a
charging session

In Ireland, there are currently no specific guidelines that provide universal design
recommendations for electric vehicle charging infrastructure. These Guidelines aim to
provide for well designed, easy to use charging infrastructure across the country.

Find out more & Take

the Survey

 

Wicklow County Council Wicklow Town & Rathnew Local Area Plan 2023
Pre-Draft Consultation

Closing Date: Thursday 28th September

The online consultation portal sets out the key topics that the plan will address. You
are invited to go through the topics and answer any of the sample questions.
Alternatively, you can send in a general submission / attachment through the
submission link.
Please Note:A public information day will also be held in September (date to be
confirmed) in Wicklow County Council, County Buildings, Station Road, Wicklow
Town,A67 FW96. The plan team will be available to provide advice to the public on
how to make a submission and to provide any information on the new plan. 

Have your Say

 

Identification of Bathing Waters
Closing Date: Thursday 28th September

 
Local authorities must identify official bathing areas in their area every year so that
they can be monitored for safety, water quality and their level of use.  To help with this
process, Wicklow County Council are asking people who swim at beaches, lakes and
rivers to tell them if they think they should maintain existing designated bathing
waters designations or give a new official bathing area designation to areas that are
commonly used for swimming, but not identified at the moment. Take the survey

 

Regional Water Resources Plan - South East (RWRP-SE) 
Closing Date: Tuesday 3rd October

 
Uisce Éireann is currently progressing Phase 2 National Water Resources Plan -
Regional Water Resources Plans (RWRPs) and are now seeking feedback on the
fourth and final RWRP the South East (draft RWRP-SE) and associated SEA
Environmental Report and Natura Impact Statement.
 
During the 12 week consultation period the documents will be available to view on
their Website and at your local authority’s planning office during their normal opening
hours.
 
Uisce Éireann will host webinars for members of the public in July and September
2023 to present the draft RWRP–SE plan and associated environmental reports, and
to answer any questions you may have that will assist you in making your
submission. Details will be available on their Website.
 
Consultation questions have been prepared in order to guide you in making a
submission. However, they are just an aide and all submissions received in response
to the consultation will be considered.

Find out more & Have

your Say

 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow
you to submit observations on them.

Consultation Hub

 

Government of Ireland Consultation Portal
 
Find information on public consultations held by government departments and local
authorities. 

Consultation Portal

Funding Opportunities

Climate Emergency Fund
 
The Arkbound Foundation (an ECOLISE member) has partnered with other funders
to deliver a brand new fund for organisations with a focus on tackling the climate
emergency.
 
The fund is open to UK, European and internationally based organisations and
intended to support community based, grassroots, lived experience and localised
type methods of delivery.
 
Maximum funding is £30,000, though most applicants will likely receive under
£10,000.
 
Please note, the fund is brand new so further details are likely to come out in the
following weeks. Though it is expected demand will be high and to some extent there
are benefits in applying sooner rather than later. 

Find out More &

Submit an EOI

 

European Youth Foundation - Pilot Activity Grant
Closing Date: Friday 1st September

 
The aim of the pilot activity grant scheme is to support actions which address young
people’s needs or challenges at a local level. The actions should have a clear link to
the local context and address the priorities of the youth sector of the Council of
Europe. 
 
Activities should be based on innovation or on replication of good practice, have a
clear youth work dimension and be based on non-formal education principles. The
link between the action and the envisioned impact on the community should be
clearly thought out.
 
The maximum grant for a Pilot Activity is €15 000.

Find out more &

Apply 

 

LIFE Programme Grants
Closing Date: various dates

 
The LIFE Programme is the EU’s funding instrument for the environment and climate

action. 
 
The LIFE programme’s main goals are to:

help communities transition towards a more sustainable, circular, energy-
efficient, renewable energy-based, climate-neutral and -resilient economy
protect, restore and enhance the environment
halt and reverse biodiversity loss
stop the degradation of ecosystems by managing and enhancing the Natura
2000 network for rare and threatened species.

LIFE funds projects that address issues within its four sub-programmes:

Nature and biodiversity
Circular economy and quality of life
Climate change mitigation and adaptation
Clean energy transition.

Find out more &

Apply 

 

St Stephens Green Trust Funding Programmes
 

Civil Society Grant Programme - Closing date: Thursday 14th September
Family Matters Grant Programme - Closing date: Thursday 21st September

 
Civil Society Grant Programme
This programme aims to contribute to a ‘high energy democracy’ by supporting civil
society groups to:

Engage in participative and deliberative democracy initiatives that harness the
power of civil society to transform democratic decision-making processes
Develop progressive platforms for collective power and influence which use
values-based approaches to identify elements of transformative change
Create spaces for participation and voice, particularly among those who are
most marginalised

 
Family Matters Grant Programme
The programme aim is to contribute to improving the system of support for families
affected by convictions and imprisonment to improve rehabilitation and resettlement
outcomes. The grant programme has two strands: one for smaller grants to test new
approaches or add value to current work (up to €7,000/£6,000) and the second for
longer-term more strategic work (up to €25,000/£21,500).
 

Civil Society Grant:

Find out more

Family Matters Grant:

Find out more

 

Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2023
Closing Date for EOI: Monday 2nd October at 12 noon. 

 
Expressions of interest should be submitted to Wicklow County Council.

 
The 2023 Scheme will focus on objectives such as tackling vacancy and dereliction
in towns and villages, regeneration projects that support active and vibrant town or
village centres, town or village centre markets, upgrading shopfronts and street
facades, projects on Irelands inhabited offshore islands, and green spaces and parks,
etc.
 
There is also a new option to submit an application for the acquisition of land in town
centres to support the development of town regeneration / community focused
projects such as parks and plazas.
 
For the 2023 Scheme, the minimum grant which is available is €20,000. The
maximum level of grant funding available is remaining at €500,000 in respect of one
application from each Local Authority. A maximum of €250,000 will apply in respect of
4 applications.
 
1 application must be in respect of Towns/Villages that have not previously received
funding under the Standard Town & Village Renewal Scheme in the last 3 years.

Find out more &

submit an EOI 

Previously Listed ...

Sports Capital & Equipment Programme (SCEP)
Please Note: The deadline for registration is 5pm on Friday 25th August 2023

Open for Online Applications from 9am on 17th July until 5pm on 8th
September 

 
The SCEP is the government’s primary vehicle for providing support to sports clubs
and communities to develop sports infrastructure around the country.
 
Applicants for local projects can now apply for up to €200,000, increased from the
previous maximum grant of €150,000. The maximum valid grant available for projects
deemed to be of regional significance has been increased from €300,000 to
€500,000.
 
The first step in obtaining a grant is to register on the department’s online system and
clubs that are not already registered are encouraged to do so now. Once registered,
all applications must be made on the same website.
 
In addition, this year’s SCEP “Guide to Making an Application” has a focus on
climate action and sustainability for the first time, supporting local clubs to take steps
to reduce their energy consumption and applying for more efficient lighting.
 
For the first time in the history of the SCEP, projects will only be considered for grant
support if access is guaranteed to men and women on equal terms. As one of the
stated objectives of the Programme is to increase female participation, all
applications for funding of women-only facilities will be deemed valid for
consideration.

Find out more about

the Scheme

Register on the Online

System

Press Release

 

Meet & Code
Closing Date: Wednesday 13th September 

 
Grant numbers are limited, and events are funded on a first-come-first-served basis,

so apply early!
 

Meet and Code is back in Ireland for 2023, and registered charities can apply for a
grant to host a virtual coding event for young people during September or October.
 
Meet & Code fund digital and coding events of all kinds — from IT workshops to
robotics courses and events with trendsetting subjects like Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and Internet of Things (IoT).
 
They are so excited to learn about your ideas for this year.
 
The Wheel is proud to have been Meet and Code's partner in Ireland since 2018.

Find out more & Apply

 

Community Food Initiatives (CFI) at Home Funding
 

Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis up to and including
Friday 16th September 2023. 

As funding is limited, interested organisations are advised to apply as soon as
possible.  All activities must be completed by Sunday, 5th November 2023.

 
Safefood is inviting organisations who are not currently involved in the CFI to apply
for funding to deliver an online project, in their own local area, that meets the criteria
of the CFI at Home Programme.  The purpose of the CFI at Home Programme is to
support families in their own homes to develop their cooking skills and healthy eating
habits.  Projects could include all or some of the following elements:

Learning how to prepare & cook a recipe
Attending an online cookery session
Online support groups for sharing ideas and tips
Online interactive talks delivered by a dietitian or registered nutritionist.

Find out more &

Apply 

 

14th EESC Civil Society Prize
Closing Date: Saturday 30th September

 
The 14th EESC civil society prize will reward effective, innovative and creative
initiatives carried out on the territory of the EU which support people with mental
health conditions and promote an environment fostering mental well-being on an
individual or collective basis.
 
It is open to non-for-profit initiatives carried out by natural persons, civil society
organisations and private companies officially registered within the European Union.
It has a total value of €50,000 and can be shared among up to five winners.
 
The aim of the award is to raise awareness of the contribution that civil society can
make to promoting a European identity and citizenship in a way that underpins the
common values that are the foundation of European integration.

Find out more and

Apply

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
The 2023 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme has now been launched.

Various Closing Dates depending on Measure
 
To apply, please contact your local authority or local development company
depending on which Measure you are interested in as projects applications will be
accepted from local authorities (all measures), local development companies
(Measure 1) and State bodies (all measures) under the scheme.
 
The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) provides funding for the
development of new outdoor recreational infrastructure. It also provides support for
the necessary repair, maintenance, enhancement or promotion of existing outdoor
recreational infrastructure in rural areas across Ireland.
 
The scheme supports outdoor recreation activities such as walking, trekking, cycling,
kayaking and hiking. It helps to make use of the resources of the countryside that
contribute to healthy active lifestyles. It supports the economic and tourism potential
of the area for both local communities and tourist visitors alike.
 

 Find out more 

 

Community Climate Action Programme Funding
Not open for applications yet

 
The Community Climate Action Programme is a new programme which aims to
support and empower communities to take climate action at a local level. Wicklow
County Council, in conjunction with the Department of the Environment, Climate and
Communications will support communities to promote and assist in the scale up of
community climate action.
 
Through the Community Climate Action Programme, as supported by the Climate
Action Fund, Wicklow County Council will award grants from a total funding pot of
€646,000 to community organisations to support citizens to step up local climate
action.
 
Projects must deliver a direct positive impact on climate change by reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, increasing production or use of renewable energy,
improving energy efficiency and/or increasing climate resilience and helping
communities adapt to the consequences of climate change.
 
Projects should address at least one, preferably several, or the following five themes:

Home and energy.
Travel
Food and waste.
Shopping and recycling.
Local climate and environmental action.

 Find out more 

Folder includes:
Presentation made at the
PPN Mid-Year Members'

Gathering
Q&A on the fund
Draft EOI Form

Case Studies/Example
Projects

Booklet on the Fund

 

Ecclesiastical Insurance Launch Movement for Good Awards 2023 Nominations
Open

 
Ecclesiastical Insurance in Ireland is inviting people to nominate a good cause to
receive €1,000 as part of Benefact Group’s 2023 Movement for Good Awards.
 
You can nominate as many charities as you like for a £1,000 award – it’s one
nomination per charity, per person. Simply fill in the short form to get them into the
draw. You can nominate a registered charity, not-for-profit organisation or community
interest company in the UK, Republic of Ireland, Channel Islands or Isle of Man.
 
The more nominations a group gets, the greater their chances of winning, so spread
the word!
 

 Find out more  

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.

 
Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.

 
If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the

subject 'Unsubscribe'.
 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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