
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

News Update: Friday 30th June 2023
What an amazing week of networking and meetings.

 
Last Saturday (June 24th) we had a very engaging, informative and really enjoyable
morning at our Mid-Year Members' Gathering in Blessington.  Thank you to all who
attended, to Blessington Tidy Towns who helped with the organisation of the venue
(Jason Mulhall) and with a guided walk on the Greenway (Michael Doyle). 
Thanks also to Kim Townsend Smyth the Community Climate Action Officer in
Wicklow County Council for sharing details of the Community Climate Action Fund
with our Gathering. Please note this fund is not yet open for applications.
 
The week continued with more opportunities to meet people, discuss and learn:

Monday (26th), saw Wicklow PPN represented by Helen, Grainne, Mai Quaid
and Stephen Kearon at the National Subgroup meeting for the National
Conference.  Helen also met with the PPN Reps on the Community, Cultural
and Social Development SPC ahead of their SPC meeting and finished off the
day with a meeting about the Pilot Engagement Project which the PPN and
Wicklow County Council are collaborating on.  
On Tuesday (27th) Grainne attended LGBT Ireland training in Rathnew which
was organised by Croi Rath Naoi/Women of Wicklow Social Inclusion Network
and Helen attended the National PPN Advisory Group meeting.
Thursday (29th) saw Helen travel to Bray for the launch of the Bray Area
Partnership Ukrainian Community Centre for Bray & North Wicklow while
Grainne travelled to Dublin for the National PPN Workers meeting.

And to round off the week we will be joining the Wicklow Pride Parade in Wicklow
Town on Saturday the 1st July.  We will gather in the Grand Hotel Car Park from

1.15pm 
 

Let's get out for Wicklow's first ever Pride and show the nation that our County
is truly 'a welcoming, caring, inclusive community, where the impact of diversity

in enriching our community is recognised, valued and supported'
(Vision for Community Wellbeing prepared by our community and compiled by

Wicklow PPN)
 

  

To catch up on all the
news scroll through the

update or click on the links
below to jump straight to a

specific section:  
 

Wicklow PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 
 

Please Note: For the
summer months we will
share our News Update
with you on a fortnightly
basis. Between News

Updates please keep an
eye on our Facebook

page, our Website and
your email inbox.  

 

PPN News

Report from our Mid-Year Members' Gathering (Plenary)
held last Saturday 24th June 

in Blessington
 

A morning full of discussion, networking and information sharing all capped off with
lunch and for some an amazing guided walk on the Greenway to Burgage Castle.
 
The PPN Plenary section of the meeting saw our member groups ratify the following:

New members
New Reps
Revisions to the PPN Constitution and to the PPN Election Policy
Finance and Work report

Access Presentations &

Reports

 

Walk with the PPN @ Wicklow Pride
Saturday 1st July in Wicklow Town

 
The PPN are inviting all our members to walk with us in the Wicklow Pride Parade.
All are welcome to walk with us and with the LGBTQI+ Community in Co. Wicklow. 
 
Please do come out and join us in supporting our diverse communities in Co
Wicklow. 
  
We will gather in the Grand Hotel Car Park from 1.15pm to join the parade which
commences at 2pm.
 
Remember to bring:

Suncream (we hope!), Sun Hats, Water, Umbrella
Lots of loud music! (if you have portable speakers bring them!) 

Find out more

 

National PPN Workers Meeting
at the Department of Rural and Community Development Trinity Point, Dublin

on Thursday 29th June
 

A great opportunity for networking and exchange of ideas.
 
 

 

New PPN Member Groups

In the second quarter of 2023 we welcomed 6 new member groups to Co. Wicklow
PPN. Our total membership is now 414 groups.

Please continue to spread the word to other community groups about the work of the
PPN both in Co. Wicklow and beyond and encourage groups to join. 
 
Welcome to:

4 02 Art Collective
Enniskerry Tidy Towns
Glenealy Village Hall (Carnagie Trust) Company
Killincarrig Community Association
North Wicklow Women's Shed
Roundwood Community Preschool 

 

Members Directory

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new Events Calendar and Funding Sources, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th July.  Minutes from
the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing
videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Many PPN Member groups have planned community events/activities over the summer months.
We are very happy to share details of Member Group upcoming events/activities. 

Please spread the word, support and enjoy your local events and activities. 

News from our Member Groups ...

Wicklow Pride: WALK WITH US
1st Wicklow Pride Festival on Sat 1st July in Wicklow Town

 
Wicklow Pride Festival are inviting organisations to walk with they at the inaugural
Wicklow Pride Festival Parade on Saturday 1st July in Wicklow Town. Groups/Clubs
and organisations are invited to join and walk under their own banner.
 
Unlike other Pride festivals, Wicklow Pride wants to invite organisations to walk on
the day without charge! Individuals are free to join on the day without registering but
for logistical / organisational reasons, organisations need to register to walk. Simply
click the link opposite and the Wicklow Pride Festival team will look after the rest with
you :)
 

Register

 

Soroptimist International Bray & District Star Weaving Workshop run in
solidarity against domestic abuse and all forms of violence

 
On Saturday 1 July from 1 to 4pm

in Purple House Cancer Support Centre, Bray
 
Amber Womens Refuge One Million Stars Ireland Project is an inclusive community
arts project connecting communities across Ireland in solidarity against domestic
abuse and all forms of violence.  Each eight-point star woven represents light, hope
and solidarity against violence, promoting the project’s eight points of healthy love
within relationships.  Stars are curated into a travelling ‘LOVE’ installation, spreading
love and hope for a future free from violence and abuse for all in the community (see
slides attached for further information).
 
As Wicklow is one of the few counties in Ireland not yet involved in this project, the
Soroptimist International Bray & District group would like to encourage communities
to take the opportunity to join this unique workshop.
 
A light lunch will be available to start off the workshop, for which a small donation will
be appreciated. Register

 

Blessington Allotments Campaign
Community Gardens & Allotments in Co. Wicklow

 
Next Monday (3rd July), the Agenda for the monthly Wicklow County Council meeting
includes a Motion which is calling for the creation of a new Wicklow-wide strategy on
the development of community gardens and allotments.

Wicklow County Council is one of eight local authorities in Ireland who currently do
not provide any allotments or community gardens. Every local authority which borders
Wicklow provides allotments and/or community gardens.

We know there is huge demand from all over Wicklow for allotments and community
gardens, and the development of a strategy by Wicklow County Council will help
deliver these amazing community spaces where they are needed. 

The motion is proposed by Cllr Lourda Scott, seconded by Cllr Peir Leonard and
support by Cllr Mary Kavanagh - however, we need every single councillor supporting
this at this meeting. 

Please contact all of your councillors before Monday to make them aware that you
want them to vote in favour of this motion. 

Agenda

Local Elected Council

Members

 

The Pop Up Pantry & Market
Rathdangan

Sunday 2nd July from 9.30am to 3pm
 

All welcome.  Very sociable occasion, great food and company and all tips, book stall
monies and contributions from stall holders will be going to St. Vincent de Paul
Hacketstown.

 
 

 

Can you help Bray Lakers this Sunday 2nd July
 
 
Bray Lakers is looking for a few volunteers to help out in the afternoon at Chrome The
Vintage Car Show this Sunday the 2nd of July in Leopardstown Racecourse. If
anyone is interested, please email: fundraising@lakers.ie or call the office on (01)
2022694.

 

Wicklow Dementia Support need volunteer befrienders for 2 hours per week.
Can you help?

 
Wicklow Dementia Support urgently require Volunteer Befrienders to join them for 2
hours per week to provide social contact for individuals living with memory loss in the
Bray, Greystones, Enniskerry & Newtownmountkennedy areas.
 
Full Training & Support will be provided.
Garda Vetting will be required.
 
For more information please contact 089 4286928 or email:
info@wicklowdementiasupport.org
 

Find out more

 

Carnew Show
Saturday 15th July 

 Umrigar, Carnew from 10am-5pm
 

Carnew & District Agricultural Show forms part of cultural life in our town. We aim to
build a bond and unite urban and rural life. It is an opportunity for people from a non-
farming background to experience farming life. 
 
Admission: Adults €8 Children Free

Find out more

 

Photo Ireland Festival 2023 - Water Colour
features the work of Elis Taves, Tres Brazilian Cultural Centre

Open from the 7th to the 12th July in Gallery X, Hume Street, Dublin 
 

The exhibition shows how water often alters our perspective as it displays the ever
changing reflections of the world around us. Water is Elis’ source of inspiration, and
she is interested in her relationship with water and water’s relationship with the
earth. 

Find out more

 

County Wicklow Older People's Council - New Executive Committee
 
The Older People's Council is a representative group of older people, established by
Wicklow County Council as part of the national Age Friendly Programme. The key
purpose is to provide the authentic voice of older people in the county, representing
the diversity that exists among our ageing population.
 
The induction meeting for the new OPC Executive, held at Clermont House (8th
June), was facilitated by Alice Corbett, Age Friendly Ireland Regional Manager for the
South-East and Clodagh Whelan, Age Friendly Programme Manager for County
Wicklow.
 
Carina Holmes, Chairperson of the new OPC, said: “It is a great pleasure and honour
for me to be elected as Chair and I look forward to working with the new Executive
group and the Wicklow Age Friendly County Alliance.”
 
Members of the new OPC Executive are: Carina Holmes (Chair), Suzanne Bennett,
Eamon Burgess, Tom Cavanagh, Orla Finn, Anne Halpin, Kathleen Kelleher,
Elizabeth Kelly, Marie McCourt, Mai Quaid, Pat Riordan, Gertrude Salley and Hilary
Taylor.
 
With representatives from the five Municipal Districts across County Wicklow, the new
OPC Executive has a wide and diverse range of experience among its members who
also represent special interest groups such as Dementia Support, Migrant
Communities, Community groups, Care in the Community, Arts, Culture, and
Disability Support groups.
 
Following their next meeting in August, additional members may be invited to join the
OPC Executive to represent other special interest groups.
 
Residents of County Wicklow and who are over the age of 55 and want to find out
more about the work of the Older People’s Council and County Wicklow Age Friendly
Strategy 2023-27, should contact: agefriendly@wicklowcoco.ie

Photo: L/R - Clodagh
Whelan, Wicklow Age
Friendly Programme

Manager, Wicklow County
Council, with members of
the OPC Executive : Pat

Riordan, Gertie Salley, Mai
Quaid, Carina Holmes

(Chairperson), Kathleen
Kelleher, Marie McCourt,

Tom Cavanagh, Betty
Kelly, Orla Finn and
Suzanne Bennett.

 
Photo: Carina Holmes &

Helen Howes 

More Local News ...

Wicklow County Council next meet
on Monday 3rd July.

 
If you have something to say about any of the agenda items, contact your Local
Councillors
 
The Meeting is available to live stream, if you would like to view it.
 
See also piece from Blessington Allotments Group in our Members News above re
motion on the development of a county wide strategy on the development of
community gardens and allotments.
 

Meeting Agenda

 

Launch of the Bray Area Partnership Ukrainian Community Centre for Bray &
North Wicklow

on Thursday 29th June
 
Minister of State for Community Development, Integration and Charities, Joe O’Brien,
officially launched the Bray Area Partnership’s Ukrainian Community Centre at St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Bray on thursday 29th June.
 
Minister O’Brien was welcomed with the traditional Ukrainian Korovai bread and a
salt welcoming ceremony by members of the Ukrainian community.
 
Bray Area Partnership works closely with local organisations in Bray and North
Wicklow to provide a space that is warm and welcoming, which provides information
and support, across a wide range of social, educational and recreational group
activities operating in this centre every week.
 
Co. Wicklow PPN were delighted to attend the launch.  Helen reported that "it was a
pleasure to attend the launch of the Ukrainian community centre for Bray & North
Wicklow. Officially opened by Minister Joe O' Brien, the centre has been providing
supports for Ukrainian’s living in the Bray & North Wicklow area for a year. It was both
a joyous, reflective and at times emotional event but the biggest message was love,
respect and resilience".

 
Congratulations and thank you to all involved.

Press Release

 

'Wicklow wild': the nature of art and ecology, collaborations on a permaculture
(nature friendly) farm site.

 
Accepting expressions of interest now.

 
This project wants to see what comes out of bringing nature loving people (some of
whom could also be artists/musicians/poets etc) and also artists who are interested in
nature, together.
 
The project wants to give everyone some time to be creative together on a little farm
in Wicklow that has been trying out ways of providing food and shelter and
community and education events for humans without ruining things for non-human life
since 2007.
 
The project also wants to tell others about this coming together and what happens in
a little film.
  Expression of Interest

Form

 

Water Heritage Day
20th August (During National Heritage Week)

 
The theme of Heritage Week 2023 is “Living Heritage”. This is an opportunity to
explore our intangible cultural heritage and links with the past through customs,
practices and traditions.
 
Water Heritage Day on Sunday 20th August will focus on discovering traditional
knowledge, skills and practices associated with our natural waters. As an island
nation we have a tradition of storytelling and many of our legends and folklore offer
insights into the wisdom and customs of previous generations, and their associations
with water. This year is an opportunity to highlight past and more recent stories. Why
not host your own  Stories from the waterside event?
 
There are lots of engaging ways to celebrate this important cultural connection for
example, following a river from source to sea, producing a booklet on a local
waterway, organising a boat tour or a river safari. For more ideas click HERE.
 
This week is also an opportunity to celebrate our pristine waters that have been
passed down from previous custodians. Learn about this valuable link to our past, the
fascinating species that depend on these waters (including the Freshwater pearl
mussel with a life span of over 100 years!) and how we can help protect and improve
them. 

Please Note there are
Grants available for

hosting Water Heritage
Day Events. 

 
The closing date is

Monday 10th July. More
information available on
this grant scheme in our

Funding Section.
 

 

Irish Goa Day
Saturday 22nd July

 
will be celebrated in Burnaby Park, Greystones

 
The Irish Goemkar Company, a registered charity, based in Bray exists to provide
assistance and support to all the Irish and Goan communities settled in Ireland.
 

 

Funding Announcement for Co. Wicklow
 

Community Support Fund
Congratulations to all the Wicklow groups that were successful in their applications to
the Community Support Fund. 
 
This funding announcement saw over 100 groups in the County received funding
ranging between €250 and €4,900.

List of Successful Wicklow Based Groups

 

Funding for the development of forest parks, walking trails and outdoor
amenities

Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD, has today
(30th June 2023) announced funding of €3 million to develop and upgrade over 300
forest parks, walking trails and outdoor amenities.
 
Congratulations to the many Wicklow based Coillte forest parks, walking trails and
outdoor amenities that received funding.
 

List of Grants awarded

Press Release

 

HSE Training
 

Foundation Programme in Sexual Health Promotion
 

This comprehensive training is offered for free through the HSE to a wide variety of
professionals and aims to enhance participants’ capacity to incorporate sexual health
promotion into their work through the development of their confidence, knowledge
and skills in relation to sexual health. This course is relevant to a wide variety of
professionals, including but not limited to front line clinicians, teachers,
counsellors, social workers, psychologists, community and youth workers and
representatives from the physical and intellectual disability sectors.

Find out more &

Register

 

Understanding trauma and supporting the needs of people fleeing war and/or
persecution

 
This webinar is for anyone working with or supporting children, adults or families who
have fled war and/or persecution, including those providing support to people who
arrived in Ireland from Ukraine and all other people seeking International Protection
here in Ireland. It is suitable for people working in statutory and non-statutory
organisations such as the HSE, Child and Family Agency, Department of Education
and Science, Department of Social Protection, Department of Justice, NGO’s and
community support services and to people providing accommodation.

 

National News

Central Statistics Office - Census 2022 Profile 1 Population Distribution &
Movement figures

 
Bray was the biggest town in Co. Wicklow with a population of 33,512 in April

2022
 
The Central Statistics Office has published Census 2022 Profile 1 Population
Distribution and Movements. This is the first in a series of eight thematic profiles
which will provide detailed results on specific areas of Census 2022. Profile 1
concentrates on the distribution of the population across our towns and cities, the
place of birth of the usual residents of each county, and population movements into,
within, and out of each county since 2016.
 
Profile 1 shows that in April 2022, there were 49 towns in Ireland with a population of
10,000 people or more. A further 164 towns had a population of 1,500 – 10,000
people.
 
A new urban geography called Built Up Areas (BUAs) has been used to produce
Census 2022 data for urban areas. As BUAs have been defined differently to the
Settlements used in Census 2016, it is not possible to compare them directly.

Results relating to

Co. Wicklow 

Full Press Release 

 

The Assisted Decision-making Capacity Act May 2023
 
Safeguarding Ireland’s current Public Awareness campaign is about understanding
and using the new Assisted Decision-making (Capacity) Act, a progressive law which
supports peoples’ rights which will prevent and reduce adult abuse.
 
The new law, which came in effect in April 2023, is about rights, and taking every
possible step to assist people to continue making their own decisions about their
health, finances, housing, work or personal welfare – even if there are challenges in
doing so.

Find out more 

 

INSPIRE Social Enterprise course and Hybrid Social Finance Loan
INSPIRE course closing date for applications: 5pm Friday 14th July 2023

Hybrid Social Finance Loan closing date 1pm Wednesday 5th July
 

Rethink Ireland is offering a unique opportunity for aspiring social innovators. The
INSPIRE Social Enterprise Course 2023, in partnership with Workplace Innovation,
aims to support individuals in Ireland who are interested in developing their own
social enterprises.
 
The course will provide participants with specialised training in ideation, business
skills, and social impact. They will have the chance to collaborate with like-minded
individuals, develop your ideas, and create a social enterprise business plan. Upon
completion, they will receive a certificate and be invited to pitch at the Agora event in
late September 2023, with the chance to secure an internship in the social enterprise
space.
 
Key Details: Course Participants: Young people aged 18-35, not currently employed,
interested in creating their own social enterprise in Ireland.
Course Schedule: Online sessions over six mornings, starting from 26th July 2023,
with a final in-person event in Dublin in late September.
 
Rethink Ireland is inviting social enterprises to apply for the Hybrid Social Finance
Loan, a new financial instrument that aims to support social enterprises develop a
credit record and increase their sustainability.
 
Up to 20 social enterprises will receive a combination of non-repayable and
repayable loans of up to €100,000 plus business support.
 
The Hybrid Social Finance Loan is a partnership between Rethink Ireland,
Community Finance Ireland, and the Department of Rural and Community
Development via the Dormant Accounts Fund.

Find out more about

the INSPIRE Course 

Find out more about

the Hybrid Social

Finance Loan

Scheme

Previously Listed ...

The Dargan Forum on Digital First Communities
on Thursday 6th July from 9.30am to 12.30pm

in Dun Laoghaire
 
The DARGAN Forum 2023 will look at what are the ideas and technologies that
can help empower rural Ireland in the 21st century.
 
The Forum will share the latest ideas and technologies that can empower people and
places to become what we term ‘Digital First Communities’.
 
A ‘Digital First Community is one that works collaboratively to attract investment,
remote workers, home buyers, shoppers and visitors by constantly improving the
three pillars underpinning a vibrant, sustainable locality, namely the physical, the
digital and the smart.

Find out more &

Register

 

National Heritage Week
12th - 20th August

 
This year’s theme invites you to explore the traditions and practices, knowledge and
skills passed down through generations.
 
National Heritage Week celebrates Ireland’s cultural, built and natural heritage.
It brings together volunteers, community groups and heritage enthusiasts to share
their experience, knowledge culture and practices.

Find out more

 

Good Governance Awards
Closing Date: Wednesday 13th September

 
The Good Governance Awards recognises and encourages adherence to good
governance by nonprofit organisations in Ireland. The awards were developed
by Carmichael with the support of our partners and leading national bodies in

the nonprofit sector.
 

The Good Governance Awards seek to:

Acknowledge, encourage and promote good governance practice in the area of
annual reports and other areas of good governance practice.
Support and encourage the nonprofit sector to use their annual reports and
financial statements to showcase their embracement of and adherence to good
governance.
Provide practical examples to other organisations as to what an excellent or
very good director’s report and financial statements look like.

Find out more & Enter

Consultations 

Wicklow Skills Strategy
Closing Date: Sunday 16th July

 
Wicklow County Council has engaged KPMG Future Analytics to conduct a survey of

both employers and residents in Wicklow to feed into research that will inform the
development of a new Skills Strategy for the county.

 
In order to build up a detailed picture of the employment landscape in County
Wicklow, the Council wants to hear from the county’s employers to understand key
skills gaps – as well as the major drivers of change across sectoral employment.
 
The views of anyone working or living in County Wicklow, or commuting out of the
county to work, are also being sought to help the Council gain a thorough
understanding of the skills we already have in the county, as well as future skills
needs.

Have your Say

 

Ireland's Private Residential Rental Sector
Closing Date: Wednesday 26th July

 
The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage are currently
commissioning a comprehensive review of the private rental sector in Ireland and are
encouraging the public to give their views, experiences and perspectives on the
private rental sector in Ireland.
 
This review will take into account the significant regulatory changes over the past
several years in the residential rental market. It will draw conclusions on how our
housing system can be enhanced to provide an efficient, affordable, viable, safe and
secure framework for both landlords and tenants.
 

Find out More & Have

your Say

 

Climate Conversation 2023
Closing Date: Friday 8th September at 5.30pm 

 
People across the country are invited to have their say on how we can all play our
part in securing our sustainable future.
 
Government, communities, industry and individuals each have a part to play to help
Ireland shift to a carbon-neutral future. The Government want to hear how they, as a
government, can engage, enable and empower people to take action and realise the
potential of moving towards carbon neutrality.
 
An online questionnaire is now open where people can give their views on shopping,
reuse and recycling, food and food waste, heating our homes and sustainable living,
local environment and climate change. People can also have their say on how
actions in these areas – by individuals, Government and society as a whole – can
positively impact our climate goals.
 
Join the Climate Conversation 2023 by filling in the online questionnaire.
 
You don’t need to be a climate expert for your opinion to be valued,they want to hear
from as many people across the country as possible. You might find the Climate
Jargon Buster useful as you read through the content and questions.

Find out More & Have

your Say

 

Festivals, Audiences & the Digital Experience (FADE)
TU Dublin 

 
This is an Irish Research Council funded project on festivals and digitalisation in rural
Ireland with Dr. Bernadette Quinn and Dr. Brian Vaughan. The project is called
Festivals, Audiences and the Digital Experience (FADE).
 
The aims of the survey are to examine the extent to which festivals are engaging with
digital technology to create and deliver programmes, and to generate insight into the
digital upskilling and capacity building needs of the sector.
 
The anonymised data will be shared with Creative Ireland, the Arts Council and the
Department of Rural and Community Development.

Find out More & Have

your Say

Previously Listed ...

Wicklow Children and Young People’s Services Committee (Wicklow CYPSC) is
drafting a new plan for children and young people

 
CYPSC would like to ask children and young people to tell them what should be in
their plan.
 
CYPSC are county-level committees that bring together the main statutory,
community and voluntary providers of services to children and young people.  They
provide a forum for joint planning and co-ordination of activity to ensure that children,
young people and their families receive improved and accessible services.
 
  Take the survey

 

National Waste Management Plan
Closing Date: Wednesday 5th July at 4pm

 
The public is being asked to share its views on a new plan that aims to tackle
the challenge of waste in Ireland.
 
The National Waste Management Plan for a Circular Economy is Ireland’s framework
for the prevention and management of waste and will cover the years 2023 to 2029.
 
The National Waste Management Plan aims to encourage sustainable consumption,
with proposals for more awareness campaigns, education programmes,
demonstration projects as well as promotion of the correct ways to use waste
collection bins, be it at home or at work.

 

Find out more Tell them

what you think

 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow
you to submit observations on them.

Consultation Hub

 

Government of Ireland Consultation Portal
 
Find information on public consultations held by government departments and local
authorities. 

Consultation Portal

Funding Opportunities

Water Heritage Day Grant Scheme
Closing Date: Monday 10th July

 
Water Heritage Day is on Sunday 20th August 2023 during National Heritage Week
which runs from Saturday 12th – Sunday 20th August 2023.  Water Heritage Day is
an opportunity to explore traditions, practices, knowledge and skills associated with
our natural waters. 
 
If you are planning a water/biodiversity related event, you are invited by the Local
Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) to submit your Heritage Week event ideas
for funding. There are lots of resources and ideas about Heritage Week events on
the Heritage Council website and you are invited to submit an application to host a
Heritage Week event.
 
Your event may also be nominated for a Water Heritage Award 2023. 
 
If you or your community have an idea for an event for National Heritage Week 2023
to highlight your local river, lake, estuary, or coast, contact your local Community
Water Officer, Justin Ivory at jivory@lawaters.ie or 085 8820848.

Find out more

Apply

 

LGBTI+ Community Services Funding Call
Closing Date: 12 noon Wednesday 26th July

 
The 2023 LGBTI+ Community Services Funding Call is an important element in
supporting the implementation of the National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strategy, which was
published on 28 November 2019, and complements the National LGBTI+ Youth
Strategy published in June 2018.
 
There are two streams of funding:
 
Scheme A will support new initiatives but is also open to applications from existing
LGBTI+ NGOs for funding to maintain and enhance existing services and initiatives.
This will assist these organisations build capacity and maintain existing and well-
established LGBTI+ supports.
 
Scheme B will provide small grants to organisations for projects that promote
visibility and inclusion of LGBTI+ persons.
 
All applications must be submitted electronically.

Find out more & Apply

 

Wicklow County Council's Arts Office 2024 Strategic Projects Award Scheme 
Closing Date: Friday 11th August

 
This scheme is open to artists, national resource organisations, individual curators
and artist collectives. As with previous years, two funding streams are available for
the 2024 round of Strategic Projects Awards:
 
Stream 'A' is for new applicants and proposals Designed to support new initiatives,
projects which add significant value to existing arts practice, experience and
participation in Wicklow, will be prioritised under Stream ‘A’.
 
Stream 'B' is for projects previously awarded under this scheme Existing Award
recipients who wish to consolidate a project currently underway or to develop an area
of practice previously awarded under the scheme can reapply under Stream ‘B’.
 
While the scheme is open to individuals and organisations from across all arts
disciplines, the Arts Office would particularly welcome thoughtful applications that
propose innovative solutions such as bespoke audience engagement projects
exploring, for example, audio technology, outdoor installations or public performance.
 
The total amount of the funding available is expected to be in the region of €80,000 to
€100,000 for 2024.

Find out more & Apply

Previously Listed ...

2023 Community Centres Investment Fund – New Builds Measure
Closing Date: Monday 3rd July at 12 noon

 
The Community Centres Investment Fund – New Builds Measure will invest circa €20
million in new build multi-functional community centres with a minimum grant of
€1,000,000 up to a maximum of €6,000,000.
 
The projects must be ‘shovel-ready’ with all the necessary permissions and consents
in place (e.g. planning consent) and be located on a green/brown field site.
 
The 2023 New Builds Measure is for new build community centres on brown/green
field sites with grant funding of at least €1 million available per project.
 
Funding for renovations or refurbishment of existing community centres is not eligible
but can still be accessed through the Department’s CLÁR Programme, Town and
Village Renewal Scheme or LEADER Programme.
 
The lead party to an application must be a State-funded body. Lead parties can
request an application form from ccif@drcd.gov.ie .

Find out more & Apply

Access Press

Release from Launch

of this fund

 

The International Charity Bazaar 
Closing Date: Friday 7th July

 
The ICB is a voluntary fundraising organisation of the Diplomatic Corps in Ireland.
 
All monies raised through ICB's annual fundraising event, are donated to selected
charities at an award ceremony in December.
 
The maximum grant is €10,000 per project.

 Find out more & Apply  

 

Wicklow Co Co Tidy Towns, Estates and Sustainable Development Awards
Closing Date: Sunday 9th July

except for schools, which have an extension until Friday the 8th of September.
 
The awards are an opportunity to recognise the work done across the county to
protect our environment, use resources with more care, and to develop sustainable
communities.
 
These awards are open to a wide range of community sectors including schools,
businesses, residents associations, local environmental campaigns as and WCC
encourage you to feel free to nominate a local group or project.
 
The awards originated as the Tidy Towns Main Street and Estates competition and
this is still a core part of the awards. The work of these groups ensures our towns and
communities are always presented at their very best while protecting biodiversity and
heritage.
 
In addition to the two categories above, WCC have added an extensive list of
Sustainable Development Awards in recognition of the innovative work being done in
our communities to deliver on Climate Action and the protection of our Biodiversity.
These awards recognise the diverse range of projects and actions delivered whether
by local groups, our schools or the business community. Topics covered include
waste, energy, biodiversity and water. Groups are also able to nominate a local
champion.
 
Awards are presented in the following categories:

Biodiversity, Wildlife and Natural Amenities Award
Built Environment Award
Business Award
Climate Change Award
Coast Care Award
Communal Gardening Award
Energy Award
Landscaping Award
Local Champion
Schools Awareness Award
Schools Biodiversity Award
Schools Climate Change Award
Sustainable Food Award
Sustainable Tourism/Recreation Award
Trees Award
Youth Environmental champion Award
Waste Minimisation Award
Water Conservation Award
Water Protection of Resources Award

Housing Estates

Category Application

Form

Main Street Category

Application Form

Sustainable

Development Awards

Application Form

For more information
contact: WCC
Environmental

Awareness Office at
hokelly@wicklowcoco.ie

 

Circular Economy Fund
Closing Date: Friday 28th July

 
Community Foundation Ireland is now inviting applications from groups interested in
developing local Circular Economy Action Plans.
 
Local groups will be supported through Online Training, resource packs and access
to experts to develop Community Circular Economy Action Plans which will be
supported by grants of up to €2,500.
 
The Circular Economy Fund was set up in 2019 under Community Foundation
Ireland’s wider Environment and Nature grant-making to encourage sustainable
practices in communities across Ireland. It was grounded in evidence that suggested
community groups and organisations needed support in the development of a circular
economy and to tackle issues related to sustainability.

Find out more & Apply

 

Meet & Code
Closing Date: Wednesday 13th September 

 
Grant numbers are limited, and events are funded on a first-come-first-served basis,

so apply early!
 

Meet and Code is back in Ireland for 2023, and registered charities can apply for a
grant to host a virtual coding event for young people during September or October.
 
Meet & Code fund digital and coding events of all kinds — from IT workshops to
robotics courses and events with trendsetting subjects like Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and Internet of Things (IoT).
 
They are so excited to learn about your ideas for this year.
 
The Wheel is proud to have been Meet and Code's partner in Ireland since 2018.

Find out more & Apply

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
The 2023 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme has now been launched.

Various Closing Dates depending on Measure
 
To apply, please contact your local authority or local development company
depending on which Measure you are interested in as projects applications will be
accepted from local authorities (all measures), local development companies
(Measure 1) and State bodies (all measures) under the scheme.
 
The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) provides funding for the
development of new outdoor recreational infrastructure. It also provides support for
the necessary repair, maintenance, enhancement or promotion of existing outdoor
recreational infrastructure in rural areas across Ireland.
 
The scheme supports outdoor recreation activities such as walking, trekking, cycling,
kayaking and hiking. It helps to make use of the resources of the countryside that
contribute to healthy active lifestyles. It supports the economic and tourism potential
of the area for both local communities and tourist visitors alike.
 

 Find out more 

 

Community Climate Action Programme Funding
Not open for applications yet

 
The New Community Climate Action Officer for Wicklow will present at our Mid-Year
Gathering on Sat 24th June (see above for details and booking form)
 
The Community Climate Action Programme is a new programme which aims to
support and empower communities to take climate action at a local level. Wicklow
County Council, in conjunction with the Department of the Environment, Climate and
Communications will support communities to promote and assist in the scale up of
community climate action.
 
Through the Community Climate Action Programme, as supported by the Climate
Action Fund, Wicklow County Council will award grants from a total funding pot of
€646,000 to community organisations to support citizens to step up local climate
action.
 
Projects must deliver a direct positive impact on climate change by reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, increasing production or use of renewable energy,
improving energy efficiency and/or increasing climate resilience and helping
communities adapt to the consequences of climate change.
 
Projects should address at least one, preferably several, or the following five themes:

Home and energy.
Travel
Food and waste.
Shopping and recycling.
Local climate and environmental action.

 Find out more 

Folder includes:
Presentation made at the
PPN Mid-Year Members'

Gathering
Q&A on the fund
Draft EOI Form

Case Studies/Example
Projects

Booklet on the Fund

 

Ecclesiastical Insurance Launch Movement for Good Awards 2023 Nominations
Open

 
Ecclesiastical Insurance in Ireland is inviting people to nominate a good cause to
receive €1,000 as part of Benefact Group’s 2023 Movement for Good Awards.
 
You can nominate as many charities as you like for a £1,000 award – it’s one
nomination per charity, per person. Simply fill in the short form to get them into the
draw. You can nominate a registered charity, not-for-profit organisation or community
interest company in the UK, Republic of Ireland, Channel Islands or Isle of Man.
 
The more nominations a group gets, the greater their chances of winning, so spread
the word!
 

 Find out more  

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.

 
Copies of all our News Updates are available in pdf format on the PPN News Page on our Website.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.

 
If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the

subject 'Unsubscribe'.
 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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