
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

Co. Wicklow Mid-Year Members Gathering 

(Notice of Mid-Year Plenary)
Save this date

 
Join us on Saturday 24th June in Blessington to celebrate the amazing network of
diverse community & voluntary groups in Co. Wicklow and catch up on the work of
the PPN.
 
We will be joined by the New Community Climate Action Officer in Wicklow County
Council who will guide and support communities from the very start in relation to the
New Community Climate Action Progamme Fund.  This fund is open to all
voluntary groups and will fund projects under the following five themes:

home/energy
travel
food and waste
shopping and recycling
local climate and environmental action

This is an important new funding opportunity in the County so join us to help your
group be informed and ready to make an application.
 

Watch this space as we may be joined by other guest speakers on the day.  

To catch up on all the
news scroll through the

update or click on the links
below to jump straight to a

specific section:  
 

Wicklow PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 

 

Access Documents for the Plenary Reserve your Spot 
Looking forward to see you

on the 24th June

News Update: Friday 2nd June 2023

Other  PPN News

PPN Representatives
Welcome to our New Representatives

Following approval by the Secretariat we are delighted to welcome the following new
PPN Representatives:
 
Community, Cultural & Social Development Strategic Policy Committee
Environmental Seat: Lynda Stopford (nominated by Newtown 2050)
Community & Voluntary Seat: Colm Moules (Aughrim Community Sports & Leisure
Association)
 
Bray Drug & Alcohol Task Force: Liz Murray (nominated by Bray Family Resource
& Development Centre)

A huge thank you to all those who put their names forward for PPN Representative
Seats.  We really appreciate your willingness to represent the voice of community on
local policy and decision-making committees and boards.

 

Vacant PPN Representative Position
 

The only PPN Representative seat that is currently vacant is on the Southeast
Fisheries Local Action Group.

 
FLAG (Fisheries Local Action Group) was established throughout the EU under the
European Fisheries Fund (EFF).  FLAGs are responsible for implementing The
Fisheries Local Area Development which provides grant aid towards the sustainable
development of fishery dependent areas in defined coastal areas including Wicklow
(similar to the LEADER Rural Development Programme).  The programme can
provide grants to help coastal communities by; adding value to seafood products,
diversity from fishing, growing marine tourism, improvement of small harbours/coastal
environment/infrastructure, providing new skills for fishermen, providing
new/enhanced services to fishing communities and their environs.
 
Meetings of this committee are usually held during office hours. 

Find out more about

FLAG

We will shortly put out a
formal call for nominations
for this Seat.  If you would

like to find out more please
contact us

 

Wicklow PPN Community Catch Up Events
 

It was a pleasure to meet people from across the county at our Community Catch Ups
held during April/May. While the numbers were small the networking, exchange of
information and chat was mighty.
 
Thanks to the many groups that provided information on the work they are doing in
communities – it was inspirational.
 

Presentations & Report

from Events

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new Events Calendar and Funding Sources, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th July.  Minutes from
the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing
videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Ageing Well in Bray
on Wednesday 7th June from 12 noon to 2pm

in the Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
 

The Great Care Co-op (GCC) and community partners are hosting ‘Ageing Well in
Bray’, an information event promoting community services and supports that improve
the quality of life for older people in Bray.
 
 

Find out more &

Register 

 

CUPHAT (Coastal Uplands: Heritage and Tourism) June Events 
 

Tourism Network: Celebration in Rackards of Killane, 7th June @ 7pm
Community Festivals:  Blackstairs Mts, Kiltealy Community Hall 27th June 

Wicklow Mts, Avoca Community Hall 28th June from 12pm - 8pm
 
Tourism Network: This tourism network event will take a different format from other
meetings. They will meet in the newly renovated Rackards of Killane for a sneak
preview tour and hear from Tom and Anne about the road to reopening and their
future plans to attract tourists.
 
The CUPHAT team will then introduce some ideas for developing community led
tourism activities. This will be a celebration rather than a formal meeting with music
and refreshments.
 
Community Festivals: The final community events for CUPHAT are festival events.
These events will showcase the work they have been doing in your areas with your
support. They are putting together a varied programme of events throughout the day
with opportunities to see:
• Materials collected at the recent heritage digitisation events
• The work the local school children have compiled
• Examples of the digital reconstructions of local objects and landmarks
• Craft demonstrations
• Citizen science activities in your areas
 
A full programme will be released in shortly, but for now please keep these dates as
they hope you will join them for this celebration of your support.

To attend you must be a
member of their Tourism
Network, click HERE to

join the Network

Register for Tourism

Network Event 

 

Co Wicklow Funding Announcements ....
 
Congratulations to the 12 Co. Wicklow based groups that received funding under the
latest tranche of the Community and Voluntary Energy Support Scheme (CVESS).
 
Under this latest tranche worth €438,622, an additional 166 organisations from across
the community and voluntary sector nationally will receive a one-off contribution
towards their increased energy bills for 2022. 

Press Release 

 

Congratulations to the four Wicklow winners in the National Lottery Good Causes
Awards 2023.  

Arts & Culture: Signal Arts Centre
Community: Lakers Social & Recreation Club
Health & Wellbeing: Wicklow Rapid Response
Sport: Shillelagh Community Games

These awards aim to honour, showcase and celebrate the inspiring work being
carried out by thousands of projects, clubs and individuals.

Find out more 

 

Biodiversity funding Boost for County Wicklow
 
New funding from the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) will help with
resurrecting ponds, enhancing the climate resilience of dunes and rolling out
education and awareness initiatives around County Wicklow.
 
NPWS, part of the Department of Housing, Heritage and Local Government, is
allocating €100,000 to Wicklow out of a national fund of €2.7m.
 
This will go to fund five key projects, including:
 

Resurrecting ponds and enhancing biodiversity at council owned lands at
Clermont Campus and Mill Lane, Killincarrig, to support our local amphibians
and dragonflies among many others. These new pond complexes will serve as
recreation, education, and leisure sites, providing large benefits to the overall
wellbeing of local communities.
Brittas Bay Conservation project:  the continuation of the implementation of
measures to enhance habitats and species in this important dune complex
including ecological monitoring, conservation grazing, removal of invasive sea
buckthorn, citizen science opportunities and awareness raising interpretation.
A countywide hedgerow survey to address this critical information gap and
protect these wildlife corridors that also provide carbon sequestration, flood
protection, protection from soil erosion and preventing aquatic siltation.
A Woodland Bat Monitoring Survey in partnership with Bat Conservation
Ireland, of two elusive bat species that have more specific ecological
requirements (ie woodland specialists) and therefore such species could
provide an opportunity to act as an environmental indicator of the condition of
our woodlands for biodiversity. 
A series of talks, workshops and community events to connect to the ecological
crisis and support citizens in getting involved and creating new projects with
their communities.

Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council, Cllr Tommy Annesley, stated: "We
welcome this funding announcement and are delighted to be able to provide this suite
of actions to record, protect and enhance our natural heritage. We look forward to
welcoming community members on this journey."
 
Chief Executive, Emer O'Gorman, added: “Effectively conserving biodiversity is
central to economic and social health. This financial support will greatly supplement
existing initiatives from the Heritage and Biodiversity Offices of Wicklow County
Council, including the Wicklow Barn Owl project, pollinator friendly management of
open spaces, the preparation and implementation of conservation recommendations
for council owned lands and outreach projects.”

 

Wicklow Fly the Pride Flag in support of the LGBTQI+ Community
 
Wicklow County Council in support of the LGBTQI+ community is flying the Pride flag
for the month of June at many of their Council buildings and all the Libraries across
the county to mark Pride Month.
 
Pride Month in Wicklow’s libraries involves the following activities:

Ally and Rainbow Flags: In the spirit of inclusivity, they will be either displaying
or flying a rainbow or Ally flag in all 13 of our libraries.
Family Friendly Story Times will take place in the larger libraries. Stories that
promote acceptance, love and understanding will feature.
LGBTQI +Book Clubs – Book clubs at some libraries will read a title to foster
insightful discussion and encourage a more in-depth understanding of diversity.
Young Children’s colouring pages in some libraries will feature Elmer the
Elephant who represents individuality and the celebration of difference.
Engaging Book Displays highlighting LGBTQI+ literature and the importance of
representation and empathy will be a feature in the larger libraries.
Pride Merchandise available in all libraries.

 

Access Full Article 

Date for your Diary:
 

Wicklow Pride Festival on
Saturday 1st July in

Wicklow Town.

 

Warm Air Does Not Mean Warm Water - Advice to reduce your drowning risk 
 
Wicklow County Council and Water Safety Ireland are cautioning people not to
underestimate the dangers of swimming in cold water as the county enjoys fine
weather.
 
Although air temperatures are rising, water temperatures are still cold. Swimming in
cold water can result in the rapid cooling of muscles needed to swim and stay afloat.
 
Swimmers are urged to swim within their depth, swim briefly and be mindful that any
cooling of the muscles can make it more difficult to swim safely.

Access more water

safety advice 

News from our Member Groups ...

Rally to Restore Nature - Hold the Gap for Nature
Message from Green Greystones

Act before June 15th
 

Wicklow youth and community groups led the country and the world in declaring
Climate and Biodiversity Emergency in 2019 and calling for a Citizens Assembly and
for Emergency Nature Restoration Action. Our Elected Reps were unanimous in their
support in 2019. Our officials put it as our #1 Wicklow priority in our Wicklow
Corporate Plan and our Wicklow County Development Plan.
 
Please remind all stakeholders not to wilt now as the going gets tough. Please
remind our representatives that we still stand together, we have their back.
 
EU proposed this Nature Restoration Law because they followed our lead. We can
not walk out on Nature and on Wicklow. We must stay and work on this together and
pass a strong, inclusive Nature Restoration Law. This is urgent. Votes are in EU on
15 June and 20 June.
 
Green Greystones has an Email template you can use to send to politicians, including
the proud Wicklow history of inclusive leadership for youth and nature. Please ask
there for any info or support you need.

 

  Green Greystones

Email Template

See also the Consultation
section of this Update for

details of the
Environmental Pillar call to

action on this.

 

Call for Volunteers 
on Saturday morning in Bray

 
Bray Tidy Towns will be out on Saturday morning (3rd June). If you want to join their
community clean up they will be meeting at 10.30am at Dargle Riverside Park.

 

Fundraising Fashion Show
Thursday 8th June from 7.30pm

in Fishers, Newtownmountkennedy
 
Soroptimist International Bray & District is organising a fundraising Fashion Show
to support local and international charities that are supporting women and girls, in
particular, Bray Women Refuge.
 
The models in this Fashion Show will be people from our own community- real
people of real shapes sizes and ages who will look fantastic. 
 
There will be raffle prizes to be won and all will be enjoyed with good finger food and
drink (glass of wine complimentary).
 
Tickets €25 + booking fee  

Reserve your spot

 

Wicklow Pride: WALK WITH US
1st Wicklow Pride Festival on Sat 1st July in Wicklow Town

 
Wicklow Pride Festival are inviting organisations to walk with they at the inaugural
Wicklow Pride Festival Parade on Saturday 1st July in Wicklow Town. Groups/Clubs
and organisations are invited to join and walk under their own banner.
 
Unlike other Pride festivals, Wicklow Pride wants to invite organisations to walk on
the day without charge! Individuals are free to join on the day without registering but
for logistical / organisational reasons, organisations need to register to walk. Simply
click the link opposite and the Wicklow Pride Festival team will look after the rest with
you :)
 

Register

 

Signal Arts Centre Open Submission
Closing Date for entries Friday 23rd June at 5pm

 
A founding tenet of Signal Arts Centre is the belief that there is a huge amount of
talent that goes unrecognised and that an opportunity should be there for all artists to
exhibit their work. The Signal Open is just such an opportunity.
 
The Signal Open Exhibition is now in its 11th year and has become an annual event
in artists’ calendars. They have been delighted by the response and the quality of
work submitted each year and they are very grateful to all of the artists for their
support.
 
The 11th Annual Signal Open Exhibition takes place at the Signal Arts Centre from
Tuesday 8th – Sunday 20th August 2023. The ‘Best in Show’ winner will be awarded
€1,000 and will be announced at the Exhibition Opening Reception on Friday 11th
August 2023 from 7pm to 9pm.

Signal Website

Visit their website to find
out more about the Signal

Open Submission &
Current Exhibitions 

Previously Listed ...

Cruinnú na nÓg Festival - Returns to Co. Wicklow
Saturday 10th June

Children and young people across County Wicklow are invited to get creative and
take part in Cruinnú na nÓg 2023 on Saturday, 10th June.

Cruinniú na nÓg highlights and encourages participation by children and young
people in the artistic and creative activities. This day of free creativity for children and
young people features a broad range of offerings which will give the whole family the
opportunity to try something new.

With over 40 activities and workshops across nine locations, there is plenty to choose
from.

All events are free, and people are advised to book early to avoid disappointment.
For further information, contact Síle Stewart, Art Services Coordinator,
WicklowCounty Arts Office, at sstewart@wicklowcoco.ie or on 0404 20100 extn.
4910.

Find out more & see

What's On in Wicklow

National News

Census 2022 Summary Results
 
The Central Statistics Office have published the Census 2022 Summary Results.
These provide high level data on all areas of Census 2022. Click on the image below
to go to the CSO website

Wicklow Figures
 

The results shows that
the population of

Wicklow grew by 9% to
155,851, which means
the number of people in

the county rose by
13,426 between April
2016 and April 2022.

Over the same period,
Ireland's population grew

by 8%  

More Census Results

for Wicklow

 

 Training Workshops aimed at empowering our community to respond to
changing climate and legislation

Online on Thursday evenings over the coming months
First session: Sustainable Development Goals on Thursday 8th June

 
The Environmental Pillar of Cavan PPN are running a series of training workshops
over the coming months and have extended an invite to all PPN member groups.
 
Other topics the training will cover include:
 

Global Citizenship Education (September 7th)
Greenwashing in Sustainability Claims (October 5th)
Greenhouse Gas Management (November 2nd)
Business Sustainability Reporting (December 7th)

To find out more and book email: cavanppn@gmail.com
 

Community Wetlands Forum Conference: Community led peatland restoration -
exploring finance and governance models
on Thursday 8th June from 9.30am to 5pm

in the Abbeyleix Manor Hotel
 
The increasing interest in peatland restoration by private finance presents new
challenges and opportunities. The Community Wetlands Forum have been exploring
what this means for communities and community led projects. Join them as they
continue to explore finance and governance models for community led peatland
restoration and how communities can be leaders in this space.
 
On the day there will be presentations from academics, the National Parks and
Wildlife Service, Peatland Finance Ireland, social finance providers, community led
restoration projects, the Irish Environmental Network, Wild Atlantic Nature and more...

Find out more &

Register

 

Governance for Change: what supports are available for disabled people to
take up lead roles in organisations

Webinar on Tuesday 13th June from 11am to 1pm
 

ILMI’s vision is an Ireland where disabled persons have freedom, choice and control
over all aspects of their lives and can fully participate in an inclusive society as
equals. Building an inclusive society will ensure that disabled people have the power
to inform how systems and services are designed and delivered. Inclusion will be
achieved by disabled people being empowered to sit on boards and committees that
make decisions about how public resources and systems are designed and
delivered.
 
ILMI is committed to building the collective expertise of disabled people who are
interested in taking on Governance roles. Training and support will be provided to
explore governance, the roles of boards, charity regulation and how to apply for
governance roles. There will be no cost for this training, but places will be limited, and
anyone interested in participating will be asked to commit to the full programme of
supports. 

To find out more and
register email
info@ilmi.ie

 

Sea Change - Green Ribbon Campaign Online Information Session
Thursday 29th June from 6.30 to 7.30pm

 
See Change, Ireland's organisation dedicated to ending mental health stigma and
discrimination, is inviting you to join an information session about their upcoming
annual Green Ribbon campaign, which is taking place across the month of
September 2023
 
Join the session to find out about the following:
• Green Ribbon theme for 2023
• Dublin and Cork launches
• Weekly online events
• How to order Green Ribbons
• How to run a Green Ribbon event
• How to book a See Change speaker for an event
• How to book a stigma reduction workshop
• How to avail of See Change resources
• Green Ribbon supporters pack (posters, social media calendar, etc.)

Find out more &

Register

 

Exploring Just Transition in Agriculture and Land Use Conference
on Friday 30th June from 9am to 1.35pm

in the Convention Centre, Dublin 1
 
Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications and Minister for Transport,
Eamon Ryan TD will address the conference and formally launch NESC Report
No.162 Just Transition in Agriculture and Land Use.
 
The agriculture and land use sector can increasingly be a part of the solution to
addressing the climate change and biodiversity crises. This requires that the
environmental challenge is addressed together with the intersecting economic and
social challenges facing the sector.
 
Bringing together a wide range of stakeholders across the agriculture, land use,
climate and environmental sectors, the event will explore the key themes and
recommendations of the report. The central question the event will address is how to
achieve a just transition in the agriculture and land use sector.

Find out more &

Register

 

The Disability Federation of Ireland is calling out for support
 

DFI are asking you to take action as services for disabled people are threatened by a
crisis in the recruitment and retention of staff in Section 39 funded disability
organisations. The primary cause is reduced statutory funding for Section 39 funded
organisations, which causes a disparity in pay and conditions compared to their HSE
and Section 38 counterparts.  
 
This is an ongoing and increasingly urgent issue for disabled people and their
families.  In some cases, this situation threatens the viability of disability
organisations. 
 

Take Action Now

 

Free Online Summer Art Camp, for teens (age 13-15) living with a lifelong
physical health condition.

 
Helium Arts are bringing back their ONLINE workshops so more young people can
join in with a free Helium Arts workshop from home or even from their hospital bed!
 
Artist, Emma Fisher, will deliver a 3-day animation and storytelling camp, July 4th, 5th
& 6th with morning and afternoon times available.
 
Participants will receive everything you need, in advance of the camp, through activity
sheets dropped in your inbox with step-by-step guides, surprise postal drops, art
materials and virtual sharing.

Find out more &

Register

 

Hi Digital Training / Digital Champions
 
Hi Digital is a five-year nationwide digital skills training programme for people over
the age of 65, developed by Vodafone Ireland Foundation in partnership with ALONE
and other charity partners. It includes the:
 
1. Hi Digital Website - is a free online course designed for anyone who needs a bit of
help developing their digital skills, particularly those who have rarely or never been
online (often 65+ years old. You can access it for free and start learning today!
 
2. Digital Champions training programme – run by ALONE - creates ‘Digital
Champions' by giving them the information and resources to support older people use
their device and develop their digital skills.
 
The Digital Champions training programme consists of online and in-person Training.

Hi Digital Website

If you are interested in
taking part in the training
and becoming a Digital
Champion please fill in
the Registration Form

 

FraudSMART
 

Raising awareness of financial scams and providing tips on how to protect yourself.
 

FraudSMART is a fraud awareness initiative developed by Banking & Payments
Federation Ireland (BPFI) in collaboration with member banks and issues alerts to the
public about emerging scams and trends so that people can protect themselves from
fraud.

 

Social Club for Neurodiverse Young Adults
 
The Dreambig Foundation South East we are planning a social club for neurodiverse
young adults from 18 to 25. If you feel you would like to get involved and like to meet
like minded neurodiverse young adults email: dreambigprojectnewross@gmail.com.
 
The Dreambig Foundation SE is partnering with FDYS County Wexford on this
project.

 

Finding your Tinnitus Community
on Friday, June 9th from 2pm

at the Trinity Business School, Dublin
 
Tinnitus Research Initiative Foundation in collaboration with the Global Brain Health
Institute, Trinity College Dublin cordially invite you to TRI 2023 – Taking a brain
health approach to tinnitus – a public engagement event aimed at creating community
among people with lived experience of tinnitus, local and global professionals in the
tinnitus field. During this event, you will learn about the latest developments in tinnitus
research and clinical practices. You will also interact with tinnitus patient
organisations from around the globe who can provide support and guidelines to
manage your tinnitus. You will also witness a sample of how we can build community
for tinnitus through the arts.
 

Find out more &

Register

 

Previously Listed ...

UCD Festival 2023 - Be Inspired
on Saturday 10th June in Belfield Campus

Join this Free event packed with performances, engaging talks, hands-on science,
interactive exhibits and much more!

Find out more

 

Street Feast 2023
Sunday 25th June

Annual day of street parties & communities lunches.

Register to get planning your Street Feast. You can apply for your free Street Feast
party pack, complete with bunting, posters, invites and a brilliant DIY guide!

Find out more

Consultations 

Co. Wicklow Climate Action Plan
They Want to Hear from You

Wicklow County Council is developing a Climate Action Plan and is seeking your
input. They want to hear your view about action areas where local government can
play a role in both:

Mitigation - delivering on our national greenhouse emission reduction targets, and,
Adaptation - implementing local measures to ensure protection and adaptability of our
communities and natural resources in the face of changing climate conditions.
 
You can currently contribute to this consultation through their online survey.

Take the survey

 

EU Restore Nature Bill
 
A law to #RestoreNature is coming up for debate in the EU Parliament. This law will
legally oblige EU countries to meet a range of targets designed to stem biodiversity
loss, setting restoration targets across a broad range of ecosystems on land and sea
to protect important habitats and species for the long-term recovery of nature. If they
fail, they can be held accountable, and taken to court.
 
Right now, governments across the EU are discussing this new law with an ask that
decision-makers adopt a strong and urgent implementation of the law that can curb
the nature and climate crises.
 
If you would like to make a submission, the Environment Pillar has made this easy to
do so.
 

Find out more & make a

Submission

see also the Local News
Section of this update for
a message from Green

Greystones on this.
 

 

National Philanthropy Policy
Closing Date: Friday 30th June

 
A National Philanthropy Policy is currently being developed by Department of Rural
and Community Development. It is expected that the policy will be launched later this
year.
 
This National Philanthropy Policy developed by Government in collaboration with key
stakeholders is intended to deepen understanding and knowledge, create an
enabling environment and accelerate engagement with philanthropy in Ireland for
social good.
 
The Department is now giving you the opportunity to have your say on the draft policy,
including the vision, mission, values and overarching strategic objectives. The aim is
to gather feedback from a broad range of stakeholders and individuals interested in
philanthropy before the policy is finalised. The consultation is open to everyone in
Ireland and internationally.

Find out more

 

Irish Council for Civil Liberties "Freedom to Advocate” survey
Deadline extended to Friday 16th June

 
This survey will examine the restrictions placed on the voices of community, voluntary
and non-governmental organisations.  
 
ICCL has been active in monitoring and defending the rights to freedom of expression
and association of community, voluntary and non-governmental organisations since
their establishment. In recent years however, they have heard disturbing reports of
restrictions on advocacy and freedom of expression of organisations in receipt of
state funding.  
 
This survey will seek to gather the existing anecdotal evidence in a systematic
fashion to build a case for action to prevent these infringements on key human rights.
The survey findings, which will be 100% anonymous, will help ICCL to continue their
work in defence of the community, voluntary and non-governmental sector.

Take the survey

 

Previously Listed ...

Contribute to Designing a web resource for parents/guardians of young people
who self-harm or have thoughts of suicide

 
A team of researchers and clinicians from Universities and mental health service
providers who have funding from the National Office for Suicide Prevention to
develop a website for parents that will provide useful information for parents of
adolescents who self harm.
 
Over the last two years they have been gathering information from parents of young
people who have self harmed or had suicidal thoughts, to get a sense of what they
want to know in order to help their child. Now they want to put that information to use
by designing a website.
 
They are recruiting parents to help them to make this as accessible and useful as
possible. For example, this might involve deciding on the look and feel of the site,
choosing what information to include and exclude, choosing between video and text,
etc.

Find our more & Get

Involved

Access Report on

Research to date

 

National Waste Management Plan
Closing Date: Wednesday 5th July at 4pm

 
The public is being asked to share its views on a new plan that aims to tackle
the challenge of waste in Ireland.
 
The National Waste Management Plan for a Circular Economy is Ireland’s framework
for the prevention and management of waste and will cover the years 2023 to 2029.
 
The National Waste Management Plan aims to encourage sustainable consumption,
with proposals for more awareness campaigns, education programmes,
demonstration projects as well as promotion of the correct ways to use waste
collection bins, be it at home or at work.

 

Find out more Tell them

what you think

 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow
you to submit observations on them.

Consultation Hub

 

Government of Ireland Consultation Portal
 
Find information on public consultations held by government departments and local
authorities. 

Consultation Portal

Funding Opportunities

Pilot Community Open Space Enhancement Scheme for Bray Municipal District
Closing Date: Friday 9th June

 
Bray Municipal District has launched a pilot Community Open Space Enhancement
Scheme for Public Spaces and Green Areas in Residential Districts.
 
The Elected Members of Bray Municipal District introduced this new initiative in order
to enhance the community’s experience of increased use, and improvement of, public
spaces immediate to their own residential environment.
 
This scheme aims to transform underutilized public spaces into vibrant community
hubs, fostering pride and positive community engagement.
 
The Council has allocated a total budget of €21,000 for the scheme in 2023, which
will be distributed among a maximum of 3 selected sites. The financial support
funding available for each site is €7,000, with a requirement of match funding of 20%
from Residents’ Associations.

For more information and
an Application forms

contact: 
BrayMD@wicklowcoco.i

e

 

SuperValu TidyTowns Waters and Communities Special Award 2023
Closing Date: Friday 9th June

 
This special award has been a regular feature in the main SuperValu TidyTowns
competition since 2017.
 
Applicants can avail of the opportunity to highlight how they promoted a local stream,
river, estuary, canal, lake, or beach and what winning this award would mean to their
local community. In previous years, the range of community initiatives along local
waterbodies has been impressive.
 
The Waters and Communities Special Award is open to all community groups. The
three partners are committed to the success of this award and provide an annual prize
fund of €7,000, which is divided across the four regions for the Tidy Towns
competition. The overall award winner receives €2,000 to support their local project
or initiative.

 Find out more & Apply  

 

Creative Youth Nurture Fund 
Closing Date: Friday 9th June at 5pm

 
The Creative Youth Nurture Fund is a pilot scheme that will support youth-led cultural,
artistic and creative engagement by young people aged between 6-24 years.
 
Proposals are invited from organisations, individuals or partnerships with experience
of working with the following groups of children and young people:

Living with physical or intellectual disabilities
Refugees and asylum-seekers
Living with mental health issues
LGBTI+
Traveller and Roma
Those within, or transitioning from, the care system; or
Engaged with the youth justice system/ incarcerated persons and ex-offenders
(up to age 24).

 Find out more & Apply  

 

The International Charity Bazaar 
Closing Date: Friday 7th July

 
The ICB is a voluntary fundraising organisation of the Diplomatic Corps in Ireland.
 
All monies raised through ICB's annual fundraising event, are donated to selected
charities at an award ceremony in December.
 
The maximum grant is €10,000 per project.

 Find out more & Apply  

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
The 2023 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme has now been launched.

Various Closing Dates depending on Measure
 
To apply, please contact your local authority or local development company
depending on which Measure you are interested in as projects applications will be
accepted from local authorities (all measures), local development companies
(Measure 1) and State bodies (all measures) under the scheme.
 
The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) provides funding for the
development of new outdoor recreational infrastructure. It also provides support for
the necessary repair, maintenance, enhancement or promotion of existing outdoor
recreational infrastructure in rural areas across Ireland.
 
The scheme supports outdoor recreation activities such as walking, trekking, cycling,
kayaking and hiking. It helps to make use of the resources of the countryside that
contribute to healthy active lifestyles. It supports the economic and tourism potential
of the area for both local communities and tourist visitors alike.
 

 Find out more 

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
The 2023 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme has now been launched.

Various Closing Dates depending on Measure
 
To apply, please contact your local authority or local development company
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(Measure 1) and State bodies (all measures) under the scheme.
 
The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) provides funding for the
development of new outdoor recreational infrastructure. It also provides support for
the necessary repair, maintenance, enhancement or promotion of existing outdoor
recreational infrastructure in rural areas across Ireland.
 
The scheme supports outdoor recreation activities such as walking, trekking, cycling,
kayaking and hiking. It helps to make use of the resources of the countryside that
contribute to healthy active lifestyles. It supports the economic and tourism potential
of the area for both local communities and tourist visitors alike.
 

 Find out more 

 

Community Climate Action Programme Funding
Not open for applications yet

 
The New Community Climate Action Officer for Wicklow will present at our Mid-Year
Gathering on Sat 24th June (see above for details and booking form)
 
The Community Climate Action Programme is a new programme which aims to
support and empower communities to take climate action at a local level. Wicklow
County Council, in conjunction with the Department of the Environment, Climate and
Communications will support communities to promote and assist in the scale up of
community climate action.
 
Through the Community Climate Action Programme, as supported by the Climate
Action Fund, Wicklow County Council will award grants from a total funding pot of
€646,000 to community organisations to support citizens to step up local climate
action.
 
Projects must deliver a direct positive impact on climate change by reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, increasing production or use of renewable energy,
improving energy efficiency and/or increasing climate resilience and helping
communities adapt to the consequences of climate change.
 
Projects should address at least one, preferably several, or the following five themes:

Home and energy.
Travel
Food and waste.
Shopping and recycling.
Local climate and environmental action.

 Find out more 

Previously Listed ...

CLÁR Programme Funding
Closing Dates: Measure 1 - Tuesday 6th June

 
See Map of Wicklow for areas eligible within the county for CLÁR Funding
 
The CLÁR programme provides funding for small scale projects in rural areas that
have experienced significant levels of population decline.
 
The programme is divided into three measures, which cover the different initiatives
supported by the scheme.
 
Under Measure 1 of the 2023 initiative, grants from €5,000 to €50,000 are being
provided to support the development of community and sports facilities, youth clubs,
playgrounds, sensory gardens, walking tracks and much more.  For the first time, the
programme offers funding to carry out improvements to spectator stands at local GAA
and sports clubs. Find out more 

 

 AIB Community €1 Million Fund
Open for nominations until Wednesday 14th June

AIB customers and the general public can nominate an organisation with a registered
charity number.

The charities that receive the highest number of nominations are shortlisted and
invited to present to a Judging panel made up of AIB representatives and
independent adjudicators.
 
The reviewing process will take place over the Summer and the top six charities in
each region are announced in Autumn 2023.

 Find out more  

 

 Coca-Cola Thank You Fund
Closing Date: Thursday 15th June

Operated in partnership with the Irish Youth Foundation and supporting partners
Youth Action Northern Ireland, The Coca‑Cola Company and its partner Coca‑Cola
HBC Ireland and Northern Ireland have joined forces to double the size and impact of
this year's Fund.

Awards of up to €5,000 and €10,000 will be available to support community-based
projects that are focused on empowering young people through programmes of
learning, inclusion, and sustainable development.

 Find out more & Apply  

 

2023 Community Centres Investment Fund – New Builds Measure
Closing Date: Monday 3rd July at 12 noon

 
The Community Centres Investment Fund – New Builds Measure will invest circa €20
million in new build multi-functional community centres with a minimum grant of
€1,000,000 up to a maximum of €6,000,000.
 
The projects must be ‘shovel-ready’ with all the necessary permissions and consents
in place (e.g. planning consent) and be located on a green/brown field site.
 
The 2023 New Builds Measure is for new build community centres on brown/green
field sites with grant funding of at least €1 million available per project.
 
Funding for renovations or refurbishment of existing community centres is not eligible
but can still be accessed through the Department’s CLÁR Programme, Town and
Village Renewal Scheme or LEADER Programme.
 
The lead party to an application must be a State-funded body. Lead parties can
request an application form from ccif@drcd.gov.ie .

Find out more & Apply

Access Press

Release from Launch

of this fund

 

Ecclesiastical Insurance Launch Movement for Good Awards 2023 Nominations
Open

 
Ecclesiastical Insurance in Ireland is inviting people to nominate a good cause to
receive €1,000 as part of Benefact Group’s 2023 Movement for Good Awards.
 
You can nominate as many charities as you like for a £1,000 award – it’s one
nomination per charity, per person. Simply fill in the short form to get them into the
draw. You can nominate a registered charity, not-for-profit organisation or community
interest company in the UK, Republic of Ireland, Channel Islands or Isle of Man.
 
The more nominations a group gets, the greater their chances of winning, so spread
the word!
 

 Find out more  

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.

 
If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject

'Unsubscribe'.
 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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