
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

News Update: Week Ending 14th April 2023
Welcome to our latest news update 

So lovely to hear the birds, feel the warmth of the sunshine and see new growth all
around today.

 
 
Hopefully the good weather lasts for our Community Catch Up road trip around the
county, which kicks off next Wednesday evening (19th April) in Arklow.  Over the
following four Wednesdays we will visit each of the other four Municipal Districts.  We
are looking forward to evenings filled with chat, networking and information exchange
some of the essential building blocks of a vibrant community.  All are very welcome,
please spread the word and encourage your family, friends and community to join us.
We are encouraging people to book as it really helps our planning for the sessions. 
 
Check out our PPN News section below for news from and about our PPN Reps.  Our
Reps are continuing to ensure that the voice of community is represented at county
policy and decision-making committees and boards.   We are pleased to welcome
two new PPN Reps and we have put out a call for three currently vacant Rep
positions, perhaps someone from within your group would be interested in putting
their name forward.
 
A huge thank you to all the groups that have completed our Re-registration form. If
you haven't had an opportunity to re-register your group with us please do as we are
obliged to keep our members mailing list up to date.  If your group is still due to re-
register you should have received an email from you yesterday (13th April), if you
have any questions or need any assistance with this please do not hesitate to contact
us. 
 
 

Record your sightings of spring wild flowers HERE

To catch up on all the
news scroll through the
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below to jump straight to a

specific section:  
 

Wicklow PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations
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Wicklow PPN News

Wicklow PPN Community Catch Up Events We look forward to
catching up with you all

soon.

Reserve your spot at

your local Community

Catch Up

 
For further information

contact:
info@countywicklowppn.ie

or call/text Grainne on
086 0487434

 

 

PPN Representatives Update
 

Welcome to our New Reps
Following approval by our Secretariat we are delighted to welcome the following new
PPN Representatives:

Secretariat Environmental Pillar Seat: Maria O'Loughlin (nominated by ReWild
Wicklow)
County Wicklow Partnership Board: Tommy Tutty (nominated by Hollywood
Community Forum)

 
Call for Volunteer PPN Reps

We put out a formal call for nominations for the following vacant PPN
Representative positions this week.  Nominations are invited by 9am on Friday 28th
April:

Community, Cultural, Social Development Strategic Policy Committee:
Community & Voluntary Pillar - 1 seat
Southeast Fisheries Local Action Group: A person/group who has some
knowledge/experience of our coastal communities – 1 seat
Bray Drug & Alcohol Task Force: A person/group living/working in the Bray
Municipal District, from our Social Inclusion

 
Recent Online Meeting of PPN Reps

Your PPN Reps recently met online to support each other in ensuring the voice of
community is heard in relation to some very significant plans/discussions currently
before their committees including the draft Local Economic and Community Plan.

Find out more about 

Committees

 

PPN Submissions
 

Ireland's Fourth Open Government National Action Plan 2023 - 2025 Consultation
 

Co Wicklow PPN has made a Submission to Ireland's Fourth Open Government
National Action Plan 2023 - 2025. 

 

Access our Submission

 

Law Reform Commission Consultation on the Liability of Clubs, Societies and other
Unincorporated Associations 

 
Based on what we have heard from our member groups, discussions with the Law
Reform Commission and other PPNs we have prepared a draft submission to this
Consultation which raises important questions as to how regulators and individuals
can enforce legal obligations and, if necessary, sue unincorporated associations. It
also explores the potential legal consequences, including personal liability, for
individuals involved in non-profit unincorporated associations.

The term “unincorporated association” is used to describe a category of voluntary
non-profit associations, clubs, societies and other groups of persons who associate
together in pursuit of one, or more, stated non-commercial lawful purposes, and that
Irish law does not currently regard as having a legal personality that is separate and
distinct from its members.  
 
The closing date for submissions to this consultation is Monday 15th May.  If you
have feedback on our draft submission, please contact us by Monday 8th May.  
 
We would also encourage groups to make submissions to this consultation and if you
want to use our draft to inform your own submission please do so.

Access our Draft

Submission

 

LRC Presentation on

Consultation

Find out more & Have

your say

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new Events Calendar and Funding Sources, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th May.  Minutes from
the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing
videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Artists Coffee Morning
Friday 21st April from 9.30 - 11.30am

Germaines Baltinglass
 
The Creative Places Baltinglass Project is calling all artists, musicians and other
creative practitioners of any discipline to this coffee morning.
 
Creative Places Baltinglass is a community-led three-year project that celebrates
Baltinglass people and place.  Find out more & Register

 

Upcoming Online Coastal Uplands Heritage and Tourism (CUPHAT) events 
Celebrating Our Shared Upland Heritage, Thursday 20th April at 7pm

Tourism Network Wales-Ireland Meeting, Wednesday 26th April
 
Celebrating Our Shared Upland Heritage
Following on from the CUPHAT in person 'Celebrating Our Heritage' events last
November in Rathdangan and Rathnure, CUPHAT are now planning an online event
that will bring together people from all four project areas in Ireland and Wales to
showcase and share the digitised items that were contributed here and in Wales. This
interactive online event will be an opportunity to showcase and share these digitised
items from across the Wicklow, Blackstairs, Cambrian and Preseli Mountains and
consider the shared heritage of our coastal upland communities. It will also be an
opportunity for community members to suggest things that are missing and that
CUPHAT should be seeking to include in their digital collection. 
 
Tourism Network Wales-Ireland Meeting
This tourism network meeting will be the first whole network meeting bringing
together members from Wales and Ireland for an evening of discussion and
experience sharing. A zoom link for the event will be circulated to all network
members closer to the time, but there is still time to join the network if you haven't
already.

Book for Celebrating our

Shared Heritage event

Join the CUPHAT

Network 

 

Connecting Locally Webinars -supporting adults with intellectual disabilities to be
socially included in their neighbourhoods

 
Map my Area Webinar: Wednesday 26th April, 11am - 1pm

How accessible is our town for people with intellectual disabilities? Webinar:
Wednesday 10th May, 11am - 1pm

 
As a result of funding provided through the Disability Participation and Awareness
Fund 2021 Kildare County Council supported KARE Services for people with
intellectual disabilities and UCD Centre for Disability Studies on a research project
called Connecting Locally.
 
The project focused on best practice for supporting adults with intellectual disabilities
to be socially included in their neighbourhoods.
 
The results of the project will be presented over the following two webinars:
 
Map my Area: Results of a research study will be presented on what neighbourhood
means to adults with intellectual disability and experiences of engagement with
people and places locally. Forming local connections can be challenging for some.
 
How accessible is our town for people with intellectual disabilities?: Hear about the
experiences of self-advocates with intellectual disabilities living in Newbridge town,
who discovered as co-researchers how accessible commercial and public services
are for them.

Find out more & Book for

Map my Area Webinar 

Find out more & Book for

How accessible is our

town Webinar 

 

New online e-Planning portal launching soon
 
The Local Government Management Authority (LGMA) is currently rolling out the
national online e-Planning project, which aims to bring the planning application
process online. The new e-Planning portal aims to improve efficiency and deliver on
the government strategy to move more public services online.
 
Wicklow County Council is working with the LGMA on implementing the new system
and intends to 'go live' in April 2023.

 

Find out more 

 

Wicklow County Council join the Hidden Disability Sunflower Network
 
Wicklow County this week became the first County Council in Ireland to recognise the
Hidden Disabilities Sunflower across all of its public offices and libraries.
 
The lanyard is intended to alert County staff that the person wearing it has a hidden
disability and may need extra assistance, understanding or more time.
 
People with non-visible disabilities living in or visiting County Wicklow are able to
collect a Sunflower Lanyard free of charge from any of the public offices or libraries.
 

Find out more 

 

ARCHES Recovery College April-May-June 2023 Programme
 
The ARCHES team is made up of service users, supporters /family members and
mental health professionals. They work together to develop and deliver meaningful
evidence informed education programmes that promote mental health recovery
personal growth and well-being.
 
Courses and meet ups will either take place ONLINE or IN PERSON at ARCHES
Recovery College, Clonskeagh Hospital, Dublin or in the Bray Primary Care Centre.
 

Find out more 

News from our Member Groups ...

Community Clean Up events 
on Saturday 15th April

 
All welcome to join in and help out.

 
Clean up in Bray - coordinated by Bray Family Resource & Development Project and
Bray Tidy Towns.  Meeting at 10.30am at the entrance to Fassaroe Estate
 
Greystones National Spring Clean - Meeting at 11am in Dr. Ryan Park.
 
 

 

The Charlie Bird Hand of Friendship Walk with Samaritans
Sunday 26th April

Avondale Forest Park Rathdrum
 
Join Veteran broadcaster Charlie Bird, Samaritans volunteers and supporters on
Sunday 16th April for a 5km walk through Avondale Forest Park in Rathdrum, Co.
Wicklow.
 
Similar walks will be held at other locations across the Country in aid of the
Samaritans details also available on the link opposite.

Find out more & Register

 

Wicklow Pride Fundraising Comedy Night
on Thursday 27th April

in Wicklow Town
 

Find out more 

 

Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation
Capacitar Wellness & Trauma Healing Workshop

Tuesday 2nd May  
 

Capacitar International Founder Dr. Patricia M. Cane will facilitate a Reflection and
Self-Care Day for Volunteers and Staff of organisations and community groups
supporting refugees and refugee leaders.

Register

 

Purple House Update
 
Call for Volunteers: for their Community Based Cancer Support Service and their
Charity Shop. Click HERE to find out more.
 
Upcoming Fundraising Events: These include the East Coast FM Coffee Morning
(21st April), Dip in May, VHI Women's Mini Marathon and the Camino Trek.  Keep an
eye on their Website page for details.
 
Book Launch: A New Chapter; 33 Years and Growing.  Claire Byrne Joins Purple
House to launch book highlighting the increasing importance of those facing cancer
looking after their mental health. 
 
SafeTALK Training (Suicide Alertness for Everyone): 20th April from 2 - 5.30pm
Training is for persons over 18 and free of charge. Training is for those living or
working in Community Healthcare Dublin South East, Dublin South and Wicklow.
Booking is essential for further information and to register click HERE
Training organised by Connecting for Life/HSE.

 

Find out more 

Previously Listed ...

Tea & Information Session
On Wednesday 22nd April from 2 - 4pm

in Arklow Library
 

Organised in collaboration with the Alzheimer Society and the HSE 
 

All carers, clients and interested adults are invited to the session.  A warm welcome
awaits along with nostalgic guitar music, information table and library resource
demos.
 
Please share this to anyone you know who may be interested.

 

Foundation Facilitation Skills Course
Commencing Wednesday 26th April and running on Wed's for five weeks.

 
Are you a local community group working in the Bray or Greystones Municipal District
areas with marginalised and disadvantaged individuals?
 
Check out the Bray Area Partnership FREE five-day #SICAP funded Meitheal
Foundation Facilitation Skills course
 
If the training is over-subscribed, priority will be given to groups working with
marginalised and disadvantaged people.
 
As places are limited, people must be able to commit to attending all five days.
 

Find out more and apply

 

Public Meeting of Wicklow Joint Policing Committee
on Wednesday 26th April at 7pm

in the Arklow Bay Hotel
 
These meetings are a great opportunity to discuss your safety & security concerns
with the Gardai, the local authority and local representatives.

Find out more 

National News

Join the Climate Heroes Challenge
Starting on Earth Day - April 22nd

Registration closes on Monday 17th of April 5pm
 
The Climate Heroes challenge is an opportunity for civil society groups to highlight
their power to make a change. It is the first national climate competition for community
groups in Ireland, inviting organisations to compete against teams in other
organisations, to reduce CO2e as much as possible.
 
The aim of the competition is to show how each person can use simple and effective
measures to reduce their own climate footprint on a daily basis - both at home, in their
free time and at work.
 
All participating groups receive a final report detailing the amount of greenhouse gas
they have saved.

Find out more & Get

involved 

 

One Town One Voice Community Singing initiative - online information session
on Thursday 20th April at 10.30am

 
This is a nationwide solidarity-through-song movement which focuses on bringing
people together in communities across Ireland, including those who have moved from
other countries.
 
One Town One Voice singing groups can enable and enhance community integration
in your area and can be a solution towards greater community engagement by, and
for, all. Through singing, socialising, and performing together on an ongoing basis,
these groups foster meaningful connections between members while involving the
wider community. They promote respect, diversity and inclusion, while bringing
vibrancy to local events and developing a positive sense of local pride across the
town.
 
You can partner with One Town One Voice to launch a singing group in your area.
One Town One Voice will assist each group via their toolkit, seed funding, recruitment
materials, musical advice, and in-person supports. In return they ask that you
contribute your local knowledge and connections, helping them identify and recruit
group leaders and participants, or source a venue.

Find out more &

Register

 

Becoming more literacy friendly - Mental Health Ireland's journey Webinar
on Wednesday 26th April at 10am 

 
Join NALA for this one hour webinar where Mental Health Ireland will share the
organisation’s experience of becoming more aware of literacy needs and making
changes to be more literacy friendly.
 
As community and voluntary groups and organisations we are a trusted source of
information, advice and support in communities.  If people have unmet literacy,
numeracy or digital literacy needs, can they fully access our programmes and
supports?

Find out more &

Register

 

Delivering Sustainable Urban Forests
Thursday 27th April from 9am to 4pm

in person event in University College Cork
 

This one-day symposium will examine the various roles of urban trees and green
infrastructure in creating vibrant, healthy and sustainable cities and towns. It will
examine the biodiversity, climate, cultural and health benefits associated with urban
forests and showcase relevant research and activities. Find out more &

Register

 

National Biodiversity Week
May 19th - 28th

 
Free biodiversity events all around Ireland, both in person and online.
 
Click on the link opposite to find out about Events, the Biodiversity Photographer of
the Year Competition, the Backyard Bioblitz and the Biodiversity Scavenger Hunt and
much more
 
National Biodiversity Week is all about connecting people with nature. It’s about
communicating the importance of biodiversity and motivating people to play their part
in protecting it.  It’s also about entertaining them, showing the fun and wonder that
can be found in nature, and inspiring people to learn more, see more, do more.
 
National Biodiversity Week is organised by the Irish Environmental Network (IEN),
with thanks to funding from the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS). Events
are run by IEN member groups, as well as by Heritage Officers and other local
groups.

Find out more & Get

involved

 

Citizens’ Assembly report on Biodiversity Loss
 

Ireland is the first country in the world to hold a Citizens’ Assembly about biodiversity
loss. They have now published their final report. The Assembly was launched in early
2022 and met on six occasions between May 2022 and January 2023. At its final
meeting on 21 January 2023, the Assembly voted on a series of propositions that
were the culmination of careful deliberation and debate, informed by detailed input
from experts, stakeholders and the general public.
 
Extract from the final report:
The Assembly believes that the State’s response to the biodiversity crisis requires
effective leadership, clear vison and an enabling environment for action. The
response to conserving and restoring biodiversity should take into account the
integral heritage and cultural values of our natural world.

Access the Report

 

Preparatory Workshops for the Social Inclusion Forum (SIF) 2023, hosted by
Community Work Ireland (CWI) and the European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN)

Ireland.
Registration now open 

 
Each workshop provides an overview of the Roadmap for Social Inclusion and the
workshop themes, and provides the opportunity for civil society, communities and
stakeholders to discuss key issues relevant to people experiencing poverty and their
representative organisations. Feedback from the workshops will be presented to the
opening Plenary of SIF 2023 which will be held on Thursday 1st June in the
Radisson Blu Hotel, Golden Lane, Dublin 8.

Find out more &

Register

 

Street Feast 2023 
Sunday 25th June

 
Street Feast is a national event to celebrate community. It isn’t any old shindig. It’s a
not for profit, all-for-fun, do-it-yourself celebration.
 
Street Feast is a neighbourhood street party that will be hosted by neighbours all over
Ireland at the same time.

 

Find out more 

 

WE ACT Campaign
 
The WE ACT Campaign have a renewed sense of community. They want to share
positive stories. They believe if we don't value our charities and community groups,
we will lose them. WE ACT want everyone in Ireland to realise that we all benefit from
charities and community groups. They want to celebrate the people who work and
volunteer in our charities and communities. 

Find out more & Get

involved

 

SOS Workplace Wellness Webinar: Investing in Workplace Mental Health
on Thursday 27th April from 8.30 to 9pm

 
This webinar will give an insight into how SOS work with organisations to open the
conversation about mental health and to introduce people to the positive benefits of
taking personal responsibility for their own wellness.

Find out more

 

Understanding the Irish Economy in a Time of Turbulence Report from the National
Economic and Social Council (NESC)

 
This report details the main forces causing turbulence around Ireland’s economy
(namely, the climate and biodiversity emergencies, demographic shifts, geopolitical
change, the rising cost of living, and maintaining national competitiveness), notes the
key features of economic performance, and highlights specific vulnerabilities around
infrastructure, services, and labour constraints.
 
The report also outlines a vision of resilience and sustainability for Ireland’s economy,
environment, and society, arguing that policy action is needed in three core areas to
help ensure that Ireland thrives as it progresses towards this vision: (i) fiscal
sustainability and investment; (ii) acting to realise Net Zero; and (iii) making work
attractive.

Access the report

Previously Listed ...

HSE Living Well programme for adults who live with a long-term health condition.
Three Free Online programmes

During April & May
 

Friday April 21st until Friday June 2nd from 10am–12.30pm each Friday
Wednesday April 26th until Wednesday June 7th from 7pm – 9.30pm each
Wednesday
Wednesday May 10th until Wednesday June 21st from 10:30 – 1pm each
Wednesday

Living Well is a free group self-management programme. Self-management is what a
person does every day to manage their long-term health condition. This may include
making choices to improve your health such as becoming more active, eating more
healthily and stopping smoking. It may also include more complex tasks such as
taking medication, monitoring your symptoms, coping with the emotional aspects of
the condition and communicating with healthcare professionals.

Find out more

To enrol, contact the Living
Well Coordinator

Elish Carr

on 087 405 3880

or by email on
LivingWellCHEast@hse.ie

 

Sustainable Development Goals National Stakeholder Forum
on Tuesday 25th April

in the Aviva Stadium from 10.30am to 4.30pm
 
The meeting will focus on Ireland’s 2023 Voluntary National Review.
 
The Voluntary National Review is a progress report which reviews Ireland’s progress
towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. It will be presented to the
United Nations in July.
 
A draft of the report will be shared in advance of the Forum meeting and stakeholders
will be invited to share their views and recommendations as part of the break-out
sessions held on the day.

Find out more

 

National Spring Clean 2023
1st - 30th April

Now open for registration
 
Join the An Taisce's National Spring Clean, Ireland's nationwide anti-litter campaign
which takes place during the whole month of April.
 
In 2022, 5,640 groups registered to carry out clean-ups throughout the country -
Volunteers who participated in the Spring Clean 2022 collected an estimated 2,600
tonnes of litter.

Find out more &

Register

 

SuperValu TidyTowns Competition
 

In the latest Tidy Towns Newsletter you can read about the 2023 SuperValu
TidyTowns competition. Ennis TidyTowns have shared their 2021 winning entry form
along with some tips on completing the form. There are also other interesting articles
from TidyTowns groups.
 
Please remember: The Closing date for receipt of entries to the 2023 SuperValu Tidy
Towns competition is: Wednesday 10th May 
 
This year marks the 65th anniversary of the competition. Since 1958, the competition,
which is administered by the Department of Rural and Community Development and
sponsored by SuperValu, has been a pivotal initiative in bringing communities
together and addressing some of the environmental challenges we face in modern
society. 

Access all Tidy Towns

Newsletters

Full Press Release re

Launch of 2023

Competition

 

Two Free Webinars from Carmichael
on Thursday 20th April and Thursday 1st June.

 
Living your Vision, Mission & Values (20th April, 2.30pm-3.30pm)
Topics covered include: An organisation’s mission, vision and values is “at the heart
of everything we say and do”; and to achieve sustainable results, it’s useful to design
a quality culture.
 
Culture Audits (1st June, 2pm-3pm)
Topics covered include: what’s a company culture; how is the company culture
defined; what is a culture audit and what are the benefits?
 
These free afternoon sessions will be presented by Sean Bohan.

Register 

Consultations 

Irish Council for Civil Liberties "Freedom to Advocate” survey
 
This survey will examine the restrictions placed on the voices of community, voluntary
and non-governmental organisations.  
 
ICCL has been active in monitoring and defending the rights to freedom of expression
and association of community, voluntary and non-governmental organisations since
their establishment. In recent years however, they have heard disturbing reports of
restrictions on advocacy and freedom of expression of organisations in receipt of
state funding.  
 
This survey will seek to gather the existing anecdotal evidence in a systematic
fashion to build a case for action to prevent these infringements on key human rights.
The survey findings, which will be 100% anonymous, will help ICCL to continue their
work in defence of the community, voluntary and non-governmental sector.

Take the survey

 

Small Business & Community Organisation Awareness and Preparedness for Cyber
Attacks Survey

 
The purpose of this survey is to determine the current level of awareness and
preparedness of businesses and community & voluntary organisations in Ireland
against cyberattacks.
 
This survey is part of a 4th year project being undertaken by Stephen Kearon as part
of the B.Sc. (Honours) Cybersecurity and Digital Forensics Degree course run by TU
Dublin.
 
As a thank you for taking the  time to complete this survey you can enter a draw for a
€25 One4All voucher.
 
Stephen is a member of Co. Wicklow PPN and currently sits on our Secretariat.

Take the survey

Previously Listed ...

Liability of Clubs, Societies and other Unincorporated Associations
Closing Date: Monday 15th May

 
See details, including the PPN Draft Submission in Wicklow PPN News Section

above.  

Find out more & Have

your say

 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow
you to submit observations on them.

Consultation Hub

 

Government of Ireland Consultation Portal
 
Find information on public consultations held by government departments and local
authorities. 

Consultation Portal

Funding Opportunities

Peatlands Community Engagement Scheme Funding 2023
Closing date for applications: Friday 5th May

 
A fund of up to €500,000 is being made available to support community-led projects
as part of the Peatlands Community Engagement Scheme 2023.
 
This Scheme seeks to encourage local peatland communities, groups, schools and
other interested parties to play a part in the conservation and revitalisation of raised
and blanket bogs – particularly protected bogs and fens – and to promote public
engagement with and awareness of our natural heritage and environment.
 
Applications are welcomed across a diverse range of peatland initiatives that offer a
community benefit, including events, education programmes, conservation
management plans, restoration measures, feasibility studies, public amenity and
recreational projects, plans to deal with invasive species, and fire control measures.

Find out more & Apply

Previously Listed ...

Reach Fund 2023 
Closing Date: Friday 21st April 

 
Kildare and Wicklow ETB are now inviting applications for the above fund from

community education providers and youth groups in the Kildare and Wicklow area.
 
The Reach Funder (formerly MAEDF) is funded by the Department of Further and
Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (DFHERIS) and is
administered by SOLAS, the Further Education and Training Authority, and the 16
local Education and Training Boards.
 
The aim of the Reach fund is to provide funding to support educationally
disadvantaged learners in accessing and participating in community education.  It
aims to increase the participation of disadvantaged learners, particularly those who
are undertaking literacy and skills programmes.
 
The fund has a strong focus on building the digital infrastructure of community
education providers, including providing devices and software, and increasing their
capacity to deliver learning. The fund was specifically designed to tackle inequalities
and support access to community education and intended to address specific actions
in the Adult Literacy for Life (ALL) Strategy to target funding on access to technology
and devices, expand community access to wi-fi and broadband resources and to
directly address unmet literacy needs.

Find out more & Apply

 

ESB Wind Farm Community Fund
Closing Date: Wednesday 26th April

 
Please Note: Raheenleagh Wind Farm - located approximately 8 km west of Arklow
within the Raheenleagh forest, Ballinvalley, is the only Wind Farm within Co. Wicklow
that is included in this call.
 
The fund is available to community and voluntary groups, non-profit groups or
organisations with a charitable status. The Wind Farm Community Funds will
prioritise projects and initiatives that support and benefit the areas surrounding ESB
wholly owned and co-owned wind farms, under a number of specific categories.
 
So if your group is located within 10 km of the Raheenleagh Wind Farm this fund may
be of interest to you.

 Find out more & Apply 

 

Human Rights and Equality Grant Scheme 2023-24
Closing Date: Wednesday 26th April at 3pm

 
The 2023-24 Grants Scheme’s themes are informed by the Commission’s strategic
priorities set out in its Strategy Statement 2022-24. This year the Grants Scheme will
support projects under the following strands:
 
Strand A: Advancing Access to Justice and Rights
Strand B: Promoting the Eradication of Ableism, Ageism, Racism, Sexism,
Homophobia and Transphobia
 
The Grants Scheme is open to civil society organisations working to promote human
rights and equality and trade unions. Civil society organisations include: local and
national community and voluntary organisations, non-governmental organisations,
rights-holder-led groups, groups representing area based communities or
communities of interest protected under the nine grounds of the Equality legislation,
as well as people experiencing poverty, socio-economic discrimination or exclusion,
including international protection applicants and migrant communities.

Find out more & Apply

 

Community Safety Innovation Fund
Closing Date: Friday 19th May

 
This fund worth €3million in total for 2023 aims to support the development of
community safety through innovative, local community based initiatives.
 
This could include activities intended to:

Tackle crime or reduce the fear of crime; improve community safety and feelings
of safety.
Support the creation of safe and resilient communities.
Reduce reoffending.
Divert vulnerable individuals away from engagement in criminal behaviour.

Applications are invited from community safety initiatives as well as groups co-funded
with local authorities, NGOs and community organisations working on issues relevant
to community safety and youth justice. Applications may be submitted by individual
organisations or by a consortium involving two or more organisations where the lead
partner is a community organisation, not-for-profit, social enterprise or similar with a
remit relevant to community safety and/or youth justice. Applications with innovative
approaches to be especially considered.
 

Find out more & Apply

Projects Funded in by

this Fund in 2022

 

2023 Community Centres Investment Fund – New Builds Measure
Closing Date: Monday 3rd July at 12 noon

 
The Community Centres Investment Fund – New Builds Measure will invest circa €20
million in new build multi-functional community centres with a minimum grant of
€1,000,000 up to a maximum of €6,000,000.
 
The projects must be ‘shovel-ready’ with all the necessary permissions and consents
in place (e.g. planning consent) and be located on a green/brown field site.
 
The 2023 New Builds Measure is for new build community centres on brown/green
field sites with grant funding of at least €1 million available per project.
 
Funding for renovations or refurbishment of existing community centres is not eligible
but can still be accessed through the Department’s CLÁR Programme, Town and
Village Renewal Scheme or LEADER Programme.
 
The lead party to an application must be a State-funded body. Lead parties can
request an application form from ccif@drcd.gov.ie .

Find out more & Apply

Access Press

Release from Launch

of this fund

 

2023 CLÁR Programme Announced
 
See Map of Wicklow for areas eligible within the county for CLÁR Funding
 
The Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD
announced on Wednesday 29th March almost €8 million for community and sports
facilities nationwide.
 
The funding, under the 2023 CLÁR Programme, will support hundreds of projects
with a particular focus on areas that have experienced significant levels of population
decline.
 
Under the initiative, grants of up to €50,000 will be provided to support the
development of community and sports facilities, youth clubs, playgrounds, sensory
gardens, walking tracks and much more.
 
And for the first time under the CLÁR Programme, funding will be provided to carry
out upgrades and improvements to spectator stands at local GAA and sports clubs.
 
There will be specific measures to support Cancer Care Transport, Community First
Responders as well as our offshore island communities.

Access the Full Press

Release

Find out more about

CLÁR Funding

 

Our Rural Future: Minister Humphreys announces new
€13 million Fund to tackle vacancy and dereliction in Rural Ireland

 
Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD announced
this week a new €13 million Fund designed to tackle vacancy and dereliction in Rural
Ireland.
 
Under the initiative, each local authority can apply for funding of up to €500,000,
which they can use to purchase up to three properties to re-develop into multi-
purpose community facilities.
 
The funding, under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, is designed to make our
towns and villages more attractive places in which to live, visit, invest and raise a
family.
 
Funding previously announced under the scheme saw old banks, court houses,
garda stations and FCA halls all purchased and re-purposed for 21st century use.
 
In opening the call for applications today, Minister Humphreys encouraged councils to
work with communities in pinpointing buildings that are suffering from vacancy and
dereliction.
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Minister Joe O’Brien announces fresh funding call for groups that support
disadvantaged: 

a new Call for Applications under the Community Services Programme (CSP)
 

Funding of €1 million will be available for this new call in 2023 which will provide
new organisations with an opportunity to access support to employ additional staff in
line with the programme’s re-defined sub-programmes and new vision, which were
approved in 2022.
 
Pre-application support workshops will be rolled out to ensure organisations are fully
equipped with the information that they need to apply for this funding. As a first step,
an Information Event will be held for organisations interested in applying for the
programme on week beginning 20 March 2023. Details will be shared on the Pobal
CSP webpage and on the Department of Rural and Community Development social
media channels. 

Organisations that wish
to be notified about the

workshops can also
contact csp@pobal.ie 

 Find out more

 

Active Citizenship and Equality-based EU Funding Opportunities
Available Now - specific closing dates included below

 
The EU’s Citizenship, Equality, Rights and Values (CERV) programme has published
calls for proposals for collaborative projects focused on promoting and protecting
fundamental rights, rule of law and democracy inside the EU.
 
Any nonprofit organisation actively working to promote equality and rights can apply
for funding to deliver projects that address the CERV programme’s objectives and
priorities. The open calls for proposals include:

Network of Towns – deadline: 20/4/2023. This call aims to provide towns and
municipalities the opportunity to develop sustainable networks and to outline
their long-term vision for the future of European integration
Calls for proposals for capacity-building and awareness raising on the EU
Charter of Fundamental Rights – deadline: 25/5/2023.
Calls for proposals to protect EU values and rights by combating hate speech
and hate crime – deadline: 25/5/2023.
European Remembrance – deadline: 6/6/2023. This call aims to support
projects aimed at commemorating defining events in modern European history
Call for proposals to promote equality and to fight against racism, xenophobia
and discrimination – deadline: 20/6/2023.

 Find out more & Apply 

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.

 
If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject

'Unsubscribe'.
 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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