
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

News Update: Week Ending 24th March 2023
Welcome to our latest news update 

This week saw our work focus on preparing submissions on behalf of our
membership. We made a submission to the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage Baseline Funding Allocation Review and are currently
working on submissions to Ireland’s Fourth Open Government National Action Plan
2023-2025 and to the Law Reform Commission Consultation Paper on the Liability of
Clubs, Societies and Unincorporated Associations. All of these submissions are
informed by what we hear from you.
 
The final draft report on the Wicklow LECP Engagement Strategies Pilot Project was
presented to the contributors to this project and the PPN LCDC representatives in the
Arklow Bay Hotel on Thursday 23rd March.  This project was implemented in
collaboration with Wicklow County Council.  When the report is finalised, we will
circulate it.
 
A huge thank you to our member groups that have re-registered.  All main contacts for
our member groups were emailed with the re-registration form.  Please do re-register
your group as we need to ensure we have correct contact details to keep you all in
the loop of information.  Please note: Unfortunately, groups not re-registered by the
beginning of May will have to be removed from our members database.  If you have
any questions on this, please don't hesitate to contact us.

To catch up on all the
news scroll through the
update or click on the
links below to jump
straight to a specific

section:  
 

Wicklow PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 

Wicklow PPN News

Dates for Your Diary
 
You may remember we held our 'Vision for our Community' consultations in
collaboration with Wicklow County Council around this time last year.  At those events
we said we would come back around to communities in a year to give them feedback
on what we and WCC did with what we heard and to catch up with them again.  

So here we go 
 

Wednesday evenings in April & May

19th April - Árus Lorcáin, Arklow
26th April - The Lalor Centre, Baltinglass
3rd May - Bray Family Resource & Development Centre
10th May - Greystones - venue to be finalised
17th May - Wicklow - venue to be finalised

Watch this space for
more details on these

events. 
We look forward to

catching up with you all
soon.

 

PPN Representatives 
 

We are delighted to welcome Maria O'Loughlin to our Secretariat.  Maria was
nominated by ReWild Wicklow to one of the Environmental seats on our Secretariat. 
 
We received four nominations for the Environmental seat on the Community, Cultural
and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee.  Elections are currently
underway with all Full member groups of the Environmental Pillar entitled to vote.
The closing date for receipt of votes is 9am on Monday 3rd April.

 

We are very sorry to announce that Kevin Mann is stepping down from his PPN
Representative position on the Community, Cultural and Social Development
Strategic Policy Committee.  Kevin has been a Representative (nominated by
Aughrim Community Sports & Leisure Association) for the Community and Voluntary
Pillar on this committee since 2018. 
 
Kevin has make a major contribution to ensuring the voice of community was heard at
this SPC.
 
On behalf of the PPN membership we would like to extend a huge thank you to Kevin
and to wish him well with all his future endeavours. 

 

New PPN Member Groups
 

In the first quarter of 2023 we welcomed 12 new member groups to Co. Wicklow
PPN.  Our total membership is now 411 groups.

 
Please continue to spread the word to other community groups about the work of the

PPN both in Co. Wicklow and beyond and encourage groups to join.
 

Welcome to:

Ben Mulhall Memorial Park
Blessington Abbey Residents Association
Blessington GAA
Blessington Youth Theatre
Community First Responders Ireland CLG
Connecting Kilcoole Community Group
Soroptimist International Bray & District
Tomnafinnoge Athletics Club
Wicklow Craft Foundation
Wicklow Pride
Wicklow Swimming Club
Woodview Residents Association Homes 41 to 76

 

Members Directory

 

PPN Submission to Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
Baseline Funding Allocation Review

 
In May 2018, the then Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government initiated
a Local Government Funding (Baseline) Review. Following consultation with
stakeholders in 2018, a funding allocation model was developed and agreed based
on five key indicators; Population, Geographic, Income & Expenditure, Deprivation
and National Policy Priorities. 
 
The Department has resumed the work of the 2018 review group and have sought
public input on the model that was developed and agreed at that time.  
 
This submission is based on what we heard during our 'Vision for our Community'
consultations and other community conversations.

PPN Submission

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new Events Calendar and Funding Sources, Monthly
Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 2 months.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th May.  Minutes from
the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing
videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Sustainable Stories: Electric Mobility (Scooters, bikes & cars)
Sunday 26th March at 8pm

Old School House, Delgany 
All welcome to attend

 

Ukrainian Hub in Arklow 1 year Community Celebration
on Saturday 1st of April 

from 4pm - 7pm
in the Bridgewater Centre 1st Floor Avoca River House (opposite ALDI)

 
All welcome to join in the celebrations

More details

 

Issues impacting on Traveller's Mental Health: Racism/Discrimination
Lunch Time Series

on Wednesday 5th April from 12 noon to 2pm
in the Little Flower Hall Bray

 
This event is part of a lunch time series organised by The Wicklow Traveller Mental
Health Steering Group.
 
The guest speakers at this event will be:

Pa Reilly, Mental Health Coordinator, Pavee Point 
Geraldine McDonnell, Mental Health Worker, Pavee Point

 
To find out more email: daishproject.manager@outlook.com 

More details

 

National Tree Week
Finishing Sunday 26th March

 
There are a number of events planned for this weekend in Co. Wicklow and beyond. 
Click on the link opposite to access the full listing.
 
See below for more details on the Tree Festival planned for Greystones on Sunday
(26th March)

 
 Events & Webinars

 

Local Link Transport - Bus Service
 

The LL183 Sallins to Arklow service is an enhanced service on the service previously
known as Glendalough to Wicklow.

Sallins to Arklow Timetable

 

'Glencree in History' Video Series
 
The Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation is proud to announce the release
of its 'Glencree in History' video series with local historian Frank Tracy.
 
This series was specially commissioned to take viewers on a journey of Glencree
through time from the Ice Age right through to today’s world-renowned peace centre -
Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation. 

Access videos 

Previously Listed ...

Update on Tree Festival '23
on Sunday 26th March

in Belmont Demense Greystones
organised by 80 Max  

 
This is a family day out with many attractions such as archery, birds of prey, treasure
hunt, horses, pottery, story telling, nature trail, music, dancing, great raffle with €1,000
worth of insulation installation from ecocel, archery lessons, and many many things
from all the stalls contributing.
 
It is a free event for everyone. Cars however must pay 3 euro. local and sustainable
 
Vendors that meet that criteria are invited.
 
Click HERE to find out more.

Find out more

 

Tea & Information Session
On Wednesday 22nd April from 2 - 4pm

in Arklow Library
 

Organised in collaboration with the Alzheimer Society and the HSE 
 

All carers, clients and interested adults are invited to the session.  A warm welcome
awaits along with nostalgic guitar music, information table and library resource
demos.
 
Please share this to anyone you know who may be interested.

National News

2023 SuperValu TidyTowns Competition
Closing date for receipt of entries: Wednesday 10th May 

 
On Thursday 23rd March The Minister for Rural and Community Development,
Heather Humphreys TD, in association with the Managing Director of SuperValu, Ian
Allen launched the 2023 SuperValu TidyTowns competition.  
 
This year marks the 65th anniversary of the competition. Since 1958, the competition,
which is administered by the Department of Rural and Community Development and
sponsored by SuperValu, has been a pivotal initiative in bringing communities
together and addressing some of the environmental challenges we face in modern
society. 

Full Press Release

 

Free one-hour literacy awareness training with NALA
 
Do you work or volunteer with a community and voluntary organisation or group?
NALA are offering a free literacy awareness training session for your team/group.
 
One in six adults in Ireland* struggle with reading and understanding information.
 
Community organisations and groups are often a lifeline in communities. It is
important to understand literacy needs and take a literacy-friendly approach so
everyone can fully access your services and programmes.
 
Check out NALA's YouTube channel for useful information and resources.

Contact Derv at
dryan@nala.ie or on 01

255 1868 for more
information.

 

One Million Stars Ireland Project
Seeking to get established in Wicklow

 
This is a community arts project that connects communities in solidarity against
violence especially gender-based violence.
 
The project is currently active in 23 counties around Ireland. It would like to grow and
include volunteers across the whole country. They have no weavers as yet in
counties Wicklow, Donegal and Cork.
 
Volunteer weavers can weave at home, in a group, organise star exhibitions in their
own county. They can have autonomy and are empowered to design Art for Activism
ways to reach the public using the One Million Stars Ireland theme while raising
awareness around gender based violence. This project is also part of the Global One
Million Stars Project
 
The project is currently looking for:

Volunteer OMS weavers
Volunteer OMS Coordinator

For more information contact Siobhan Tel (056) 777 1404 Mob (085) 8598 020 Email
onemillionstarsirl@amberwomensrefuge.ie

 

Find out more about

this Project

 

ALONE Community Impact Network
 
The Community Impact Network provides support to training technology and
resources to all organisations working with older people across Ireland.
 
Membership of the Network is free.
 
The Network is holding a virtual Coffee Morning on Tuesday 28th March from 10am -
11am
 
Currently the coffee mornings are open to members only.
 
THE CIN coffee mornings have proven popular and very interactive, it provides a safe
space, where representatives of various organisations can discuss anything that may
be on their mind.

Network Membership

Form

 

Information about Mental Health Supports for our Ukrainian Community
 

Prepared by Clare County Council 
 
 
 

Resource

Previously Listed ...

Inclusion and Migration in Ireland: A Community Work Response 
Community Work Ireland Migration Symposium 

on Wednesday 29th March from 10.30am to 3.30pm in Rialto, Dublin.
 
If you are a community worker or in a leadership role in your community or project or if
you are working with people and communities from a migrant background this
symposium may interest you.

Find out more &

Register 

 

The Future of Social Innovation
on Thursday 30th March from 11am to 1pm

in The Morrison Dublin, Curio Collection by Hilton Ormond Quay, Dublin 1
 
The Future of Social Innovation’, is an event that will celebrate the impact and
findings of the CoRá project. The event will showcase social innovation in action and
will share their blueprint for a strategy and action plan for social innovation in Ireland.
 
CoRá is the Irish dimension of the FUSE project, an EU initiative supporting the
development of social innovation ecosystems across Europe, with the aim of
establishing National Competence Centres for Social Innovation.
 
This event is hosted by Rethink Ireland and Genio in partnership with the Department
of Rural and Community Development (DRCD). The FUSE and CoRá projects are
funded by the European Social Fund, the EU programme for Employment and Social
Innovation (EaSI) (2014-2020) and the DRCD.

Find out more &

Register 

 

National Lottery officially launches Good Causes Awards 2023
Closing Date: Friday 31st March

 
The National Lottery have officially launched this year’s National Lottery Good
Causes Awards, which honours the inspiring work and achievements of thousands of
projects, clubs and individuals all over Ireland, who, with the help of National Lottery
Good Causes funding, have had an extraordinary impact on their local communities.
 
Individuals, community projects and organisations who received Good Causes
funding between the years 2018 and 2022 are eligible to apply.

Find out more 

 

Irish Environmental Network: Let's Talk LEADER
online on Monday 3rd April

This year at the IEN/Environmental Pillar they are continuing to host online meet ups
for PPN Environmental Representatives. If you are a PPN Representative, or you
simply have an interest in the topic, you are welcome to join this event

 

Register 

 

Wexford Pride Group
 
Wexford Pride is committed to the creation of safe, accessible and inclusive spaces
that honour the intersections of our diverse community.  All events are open to every
corner of our community, including those who are neurodivergent, disabled or
members of the BIPOC, Traveller or Roma communities.
 

Upcoming Events

 

Sustainable Development Goals Junior Art Competition 2023
 

The Department of Environment, Climate and Communications would like to invite
young people, of all abilities, aged 18 and under, to take part in their 2023
Sustainable Development Goals junior art competition.
 
All under 18’s are invited to take part and submit their art work based on:
• what the Sustainable Development Goals mean to you
or
• what Leaving No One Behind means to you
 
The winning piece of art will be used for the cover of the Voluntary National Review
and a selection of the art will be used throughout the report and on social media.

Find out more 

 

Free Tickets for The Wheel Summit 2023 Up for Grabs
Open for Applications until Wednesday 19th April 

 
The Leadership Academy is delighted to give away four free tickets to The Wheel’s
National Summit in Croke Park on Tuesday 23rd May. 
 
This exciting one-day Summit event is designed for sector leaders, staff, and
volunteers who are passionate about making a positive impact in their organisations
and their communities.
 
Tickets for the Summit are valued at €250 for non-members (€150 for members). The
Wheel are looking for four emerging leaders who are interested in attending the
Summit, free of charge.

Apply for Free tickets

for the Wheel Summit 

 

Two Free Webinars from Carmichael
on Thursday 20th April and Thursday 1st June.

 
Living your Vision, Mission & Values (20th April, 2.30pm-3.30pm)
Topics covered include: An organisation’s mission, vision and values is “at the heart
of everything we say and do”; and to achieve sustainable results, it’s useful to design
a quality culture.
 
Culture Audits (1st June, 2pm-3pm)
Topics covered include: what’s a company culture; how is the company culture
defined; what is a culture audit and what are the benefits?
 
These free afternoon sessions will be presented by Sean Bohan.

Register 

 

Learning & Capacity Building for Volunteer Involving Organisations
Upcoming Training provided by Volunteer Ireland

 
Volunteer Ireland has developed a comprehensive range of learning and capacity-
building tools and resources to increase the effectiveness and impact of involving
volunteers with your organisation. Some of the training and events are offered free of
charge and others have a nominal charge.

Find out more &

Register

Consultations 

Liability of Clubs, Societies and other Unincorporated Associations
Closing Date: Monday 15th May

 
This Law Reform Commission Consultation Paper raises important questions as to
how regulators and individuals can enforce legal obligations and, if necessary, sue
unincorporated associations. It also explores the potential legal consequences,
including personal liability, for individuals involved in non-profit unincorporated
associations.

The term “unincorporated association” is used to describe a category of voluntary
non-profit associations, clubs, societies and other groups of persons who associate
together in pursuit of one, or more, stated non-commercial lawful purposes, and that
Irish law does not currently regard as having a legal personality that is separate and
distinct from its members.  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN organised a briefing session on this consultation for PPNs
nationally, a recording of the session and the slide presentation is available opposite.
 
Please Note: We are preparing a submission to this consultation.  We will circulate it
when finished.  If you want to use it to inform your own submission please do so.

 

Access Presentation on

Consultation

Find out more & Have

your say

Previously Listed ...

Open Government Partnership 
Closing Date: Thursday 6th  April 

 
The Open Government Partnership process is a voluntary process whereby national
Governments enter into commitments in areas such as Transparency (FOI, Open
Data etc.), Accountability (Ethics, Standards in Public Office etc.), Digital Inclusion
and Public Participation.
 
If you or your group has a proposed action or actions that could further enhance the
open government values of transparency, civic participation and public accountability
they want to hear from you
 
This consultation process will inform commitments for the next Open Government
National Action Plan 2023 -2025.
 
Please Note: We are preparing a submission to this consultation.  We will circulate it
when finished.  If you want to use it to inform your own submission please do so.

Find out more & Have

your say

 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This site will inform you about open Wicklow County Council consultations and allow
you to submit observations on them.

Consultation Hub

 

Government of Ireland Consultation Portal
 
Find information on public consultations held by government departments and local
authorities. 

Consultation Portal

Funding Opportunities

ALL Strategy Collaboration and Innovation Fund 
Closing Date: 5pm on Friday 16th April

 
This Fund is a themed call for proposals focused on collaborative and innovative
projects in adult literacy/numeracy/digital literacy that address the unmet needs of the
target groups identified in the strategy. This covers both literacy provision and literacy
supports in creating literacy-aware and literacy-friendly environments.  
 
Organisations now have an opportunity to apply for grants up to a maximum of
€50,000. To encourage collaboration, a minimum of two organisations (separate legal
entities) are required to apply, with one entity taking responsibility as the lead
applicant.   
 
The Adult Literacy for Life (ALL) Strategy was launched in September 2021. It is an
ambitious 10-year strategy to transform adult literacy, numeracy, and digital literacy in
Ireland. It takes a whole-of-society approach to create awareness of the importance of
literacy and is a key step in achieving Ireland’s goal of a fully inclusive and equitable
society and economy. The All Strategy aims to ensure that every adult has the
necessary literacy, numeracy, and digital literacy to fully engage in society and to
realise their potential. 

Find out more & Apply

You are encouraged to talk
to the local Regional

Literacy Coordinator in
your area when applying

for the grant:
The Regional Literacy

Coordinator for our area is
Deirdre Gallagher in the

KWETB. 
Email:

deirdregallagher@kwetb.i
e

 

Community Safety Innovation Fund
Will open for applications on Monday 27th March and close on the 19th May

 
This fund worth €3million in total for 2023 will aim to support the development of
community safety through innovative, local community based initiatives.
 
This could include activities intended to:

Tackle crime or reduce the fear of crime; improve community safety and feelings
of safety.
Support the creation of safe and resilient communities.
Reduce reoffending.
Divert vulnerable individuals away from engagement in criminal behaviour.

Applications will be invited from community safety initiatives as well as groups co-
funded with local authorities, NGOs and community organisations working on issues
relevant to community safety and youth justice. Applications may be submitted by
individual organisations or by a consortium involving two or more organisations
where the lead partner is a community organisation, not-for-profit, social enterprise or
similar with a remit relevant to community safety and/or youth justice. Applications
with innovative approaches to be especially considered.
 
Grants will be in the range of €20,000 - €150,000.

Projects Funded in by

this Fund in 2022

Previously Listed ...

Community Support Fund
(under the Community Enhancement Scheme 2022)

Closing Date: 4pm on Friday 31st March 
 
This Fund will be administered by Local Community Development Committees
(LCDCs) in each Local Authority area. Wicklow’s allocation is €308,834. 
 
The Community Support Fund will support groups, particularly in disadvantaged
areas with their non-pay running costs for example energy costs/bills (electricity
costs, refuse charges, heating charges) or other non-pay operating costs for example
rental/lease costs, insurance bills. Groups will also be able to use the funding to carry
out necessary repairs and improvements to their facilities, purchase equipment for
example tables and chairs, tools and signage, laptops and printers, lawnmowers,
canopies and training equipment etc.

Find out More & Apply

Any queries in respect of
this scheme should be

emailed to:
cep@wicklowcoco.ie.

 

National Parks & Wildlife Services Grants for Small Recording Projects 
Closing Date: Friday 31st March

 
Ireland has a long tradition of natural history recording. NPWS recognises that the
recording community needs support to maintain and enhance its expertise in species
identification and recording.
 
The primary aim of these grants is to support and encourage the current network of
naturalists recording in Ireland and to develop the next generation of specialist
recorders. Grants are aimed at volunteer, unpaid recorders, or groups, societies and
associations of recorders who have limited/no access to financial supports for their
work.

 Find out more & Apply 

 

Traveller Wellbeing through Creativity Progamme
Closing Date: Friday 31st March

 
A programme from the Creative Ireland Programme and partners in the Department of
Health (Healthy Ireland Programme) the HSE and the Arts Council.
 
The purpose of this programme is to support creative projects that will have a positive
impact on the health and wellbeing of the Traveller community.
 
The Programme is looking for Traveller organisations with experience of working with
health/wellbeing and/or creative arts and/or creative practitioners with experience of,
or relevant to, working with Travellers to submit proposals.

 Find out more & Apply 

 

The Disability Participation and Awareness Fund 2023
Closing Date: Friday 31st March at 1pm

 
The Disability Participation and Awareness Fund is a €3 million, 1-year Fund created
by Rethink Ireland in partnership with the Department of Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration and Youth (DCEDIY).
 
The goal of the Disability Participation and Awareness Fund is to support innovative
projects or organisations across Ireland to:

build skills and remove barriers to help people with disabilities take part in their
communities, 
provide valuable employment experience to people with disabilities, and
support the overall participation of people with disabilities in local activities, in
line with the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
People with Disabilities (UNCRPD) in communities.

 Find out more & Apply 

An application clinic will
be held on the 16th of
March to find out more

about the Fund and
answer any questions

that you have.

 

ESB Wind Farm Community Fund
Closing Date: Wednesday 26th April

 
Please Note: Raheenleagh Wind Farm - located approximately 8 km west of Arklow
within the Raheenleagh forest, Ballinvalley, is the only Wind Farm within Co. Wicklow
that is included in this call.
 
The fund is available to community and voluntary groups, non-profit groups or
organisations with a charitable status. The Wind Farm Community Funds will
prioritise projects and initiatives that support and benefit the areas surrounding ESB
wholly owned and co-owned wind farms, under a number of specific categories.
 
So if your group is located within 10 km of the Raheenleagh Wind Farm this fund may
be of interest to you.

 Find out more & Apply 

 

Minister Joe O’Brien announces fresh funding call for groups that support
disadvantaged: 

a new Call for Applications under the Community Services Programme (CSP)
 

Funding of €1 million will be available for this new call in 2023 which will provide
new organisations with an opportunity to access support to employ additional staff in
line with the programme’s re-defined sub-programmes and new vision, which were
approved in 2022.
 
Pre-application support workshops will be rolled out to ensure organisations are fully
equipped with the information that they need to apply for this funding. As a first step,
an Information Event will be held for organisations interested in applying for the
programme on week beginning 20 March 2023. Details will be shared on the Pobal
CSP webpage and on the Department of Rural and Community Development social
media channels. 

Organisations that wish
to be notified about the

workshops can also
contact csp@pobal.ie 

 Find out more

 

Active Citizenship and Equality-based EU Funding Opportunities
Available Now - specific closing dates included below

 
The EU’s Citizenship, Equality, Rights and Values (CERV) programme has published
calls for proposals for collaborative projects focused on promoting and protecting
fundamental rights, rule of law and democracy inside the EU.
 
Any nonprofit organisation actively working to promote equality and rights can apply
for funding to deliver projects that address the CERV programme’s objectives and
priorities. The open calls for proposals include:

Network of Towns – deadline: 20/4/2023. This call aims to provide towns and
municipalities the opportunity to develop sustainable networks and to outline
their long-term vision for the future of European integration
Calls for proposals for capacity-building and awareness raising on the EU
Charter of Fundamental Rights – deadline: 25/5/2023.
Calls for proposals to protect EU values and rights by combating hate speech
and hate crime – deadline: 25/5/2023.
European Remembrance – deadline: 6/6/2023. This call aims to support
projects aimed at commemorating defining events in modern European history
Call for proposals to promote equality and to fight against racism, xenophobia
and discrimination – deadline: 20/6/2023.

 Find out more & Apply 

 

The Accenture Sustainable Community Challenge (Change X)
Closing Date: until the grant funds have been distributed

 
The aim of the Accenture Sustainable Community Challenge, sponsored by
Accenture, is to support existing groups and individuals (once they form a team) in
Ireland to start new projects that improve community wellbeing, ultimately improving
the quality of life for community members. Communities choose the project they want
to start based on their community’s needs, from a portfolio of ideas on the ChangeX
site.
 
Once the applicant has demonstrated their commitment and ability to start the
community project by successfully completing a 30 Day Challenge on the ChangeX
website, ChangeX will provide funding, information guides and support to give the
applicant the best chance of success. In addition, once the applicant has
demonstrated the impact the new project is having in their community, they will
receive a further instalment of funding to support the maintenance of the project.

 Find out more 

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.

 
If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject

'Unsubscribe'.
 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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