
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week Ending 2nd
December 2022      

Welcome to our latest news update 

We are really looking forward to welcoming you to our End of Year Plenary
(Members' Meeting) online next Tuesday evening from 8pm.  This meeting is
always a great occasion and a good mix of work, information sharing and fun. 
Please do register to attend and encourage others from your group to join us.
 
This week Helen attended the coffee morning organised by Wicklow Travellers
Group on Thursday in Rathnew Hall to mark the 16 Days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Campaign.  For more information see our National News
section below.
 
This morning we were delighted to be part of the Celebration of Disability event in
the Arklow Bay Hotel which saw the launch of the Disability & Inclusion Toolkit for
Community Groups and Clubs.  We hope this toolkit will go some way to
supporting our member groups to be as accessible and inclusive as possible.  For
more information see our Local News section below.
 
Remember to get your nominations in for the County Wicklow Volunteer Awards
2022 before it closes on Thursday next 8th December!

To catch up on all the
news scroll through the
update or click on the
links below to jump
straight to a specific

section:  
 

Wicklow PPN News
Local News

National News
Consultations

Funding Opportunities 

Wicklow PPN News

 Plenary (Members' Meeting)
online Tuesday 6th December from 8 - 9.30pm

 
The initial section of the meeting will be devoted to updating our members about
our work and finances as well as providing you with an opportunity to steer our
work and ratify new PPN Representatives and Policies.
 
The remainder of the meeting will be devoted to hearing about:
 
How You & Your Group Can Be More Energy Efficient
 
our guest speakers are:

Simon Whelan, MSc MEI Chartered Energy Master & Sustainable Energy
Committee Mentor for Wicklow
Jim Callery, Environmental Awareness Officer Wicklow County Council

To finish there will be our annual Christmas fun quiz.
 
We look forward to welcoming you and other members of your group to our final
event of 2022.

Register

Access Documents for

Plenary

 Resources from our November Online Training & Information Series
 

Thanks to Fiona Callan and Senan Turnbull, Carmichael for delivering these
session on behalf of Co. Wicklow PPN.
 
To access the presentations and other resources shared at the recent online
sessions and all PPN training & support events please click on the link opposite.  Access Resources

PPN Structural Review Submissions
 

The written submissions made to the Department regarding the PPN Structural
Review have now been uploaded onto their website.  They include the
submission made by Co. Wicklow PPN.

Access Submissions

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new Events Calendar and Funding Sources,
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 6th December. 
Minutes from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable Development Goals Animation and our series of
Wellbeing videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Wicklow Disability Access & Inclusion
Toolkit for Community Groups

 
This toolkit launched today, at the 'Celebration of Disability' event held in the
Arklow Bay Hotel aims to support local community groups and clubs to be
accessible to and inclusive of people with disabilities.
 
The toolkit offers practical advice for groups and clubs to help them make their
facilities and meeting spaces as accessible as possible.  It also provides tips for
groups in relation to making their communications accessible.  Information is also
provided on how to plan for inclusiveness in the operations of the group, including
the management of the group, and in planning for activities, events and outings.
 
If you would like support to implement the advice given in this toolkit, please
contact:

disability@wicklowcoco.ie (the Disability and Inclusion Steering Committee
facilitator)
wicklowlsp@wicklowcoco.ie (Wicklow Local Sports Partnership) or
ourselves in the PPN on: info@countywicklowppn.ie

 

Access the Toolkit

Please spread the word of this new resource and encourage groups to consider how they can be as
accessible & inclusive as possible

The Toolkit was developed by the Disability & Inclusion Steering Committee (DISC) of Wicklow County
Council.  This Steering Committee includes people with disabilities, representatives of disability organisations,

elected councillors form each of the five Municipal Districts and other representatives including the PPN.

County Wicklow Volunteer Awards 2022
Closing Date for Nominations: Thursday 8th December by 5pm

Submit your Nomination

Co. Wicklow PPN is delighted to sponsor the award for a volunteer from the migrant, refugee, asylum seeker
community.

Wicklow Photography Club 10th Anniversary Exhibition
in Wicklow Library from Thursday 1st to Wednesday 21st December

Retrofitting Homes Seminar
 in Blessington, Arklow and Greystones Libraries

on Saturday 3rd December
 

A free information session on a project which will work with householders
interested in retrofitting their homes.
 
Blessington: 10am
Arklow: 12.15pm
Greystones: 3pm
 
This project is being delivered with several of County Wicklow’s Sustainable
Energy Communities and is open to all householders in the County.

Find out more

Wicklow's Blue Dot Rivers Event
on Monday 5th December at 7pm

in Ashford Community and Heritage Centre
 
Blue Dot waters, otherwise known as our pristine ‘High Status’ rivers and lakes,
are precious habitats and have the greatest biodiversity and ecological quality.
There are many examples Blue Dot rivers in Co. Wicklow and this talk from Dr.
Paul O'Callaghan, Blue Dot Scientist, and Faith Wilson, Ecologist, will highlight
these precious river catchments, their natural upland habitat and wildlife in
Wicklow and what are the pressures on these river catchments.
 
Unfortunately, where once there were many high-quality waters across Ireland,
recent decades have seen a worrying trend of decline. As a result of this decline,
the awareness and protection of high status (‘Blue Dot’) waters has been
highlighted as one of the main priorities of the River Basin Management Plan.

Register

If you have queries
contact Donal O'Keeffe

Email:
dokeeffe@lawaters.ie

Call: 085 8700 126

'Beyond the Trees Avondale' Age Friendly Tourist Destination
Case Study publication documenting the process of becoming the first Age

Friendly Tourist Destination. 
 

Following consultation with older people, Beyond the Trees ensured it was Age
Friendly by implementing a range of features from age friendly parking,
concessions on ticket prices for 65+ age group, accessible trails including a multi
access route that is suitable for wheelchair users, age friendly seating throughout
the visitor centre and along the route and a ‘Changing Places’ toilet facility for
people who have additional needs.

Access Publication

National News

Research Report Launch: ‘An Evidence Review of Community Service Policy,
Practice and Structure

Online Tuesday 6th December from 11am - 12.15pm
 
The Evidence Review was commissioned as part of the Probation Service's
commitments to maximising the potential benefit of community service in the Irish
criminal justice system, and to reform and revitalise the current operating model. Register

16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence
 
The 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence is an annual
international campaign that kicks off on 25 November, the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women, and runs until 10 December, Human
Rights Day. 
 
Globally nearly 1 in 3 women experience violence in their lifetime. And as seen
during the COVID-19 pandemic, in times of crisis, the numbers rise.
A new report from UN Women, based on data from 13 countries, shows that 2 in 3
women reported that they or a woman they know experienced some form of
violence since the pandemic.
 
Research conducted by Women's Aid in 2021 in Ireland amongst young women
and men found that 1 in 5 young women and 1 in 11 young men have experienced
intimate partner abuse.

The PPNwere invited to
mark this day at a coffee

morning in St Bridget’s Hall
Rathnew organised by Bray

& Wicklow Travellers
Group.

Previously Listed ...

Check the Register 
 
The electoral registration process has changed. Even if you are already 
registered, you now need to add your PPSN, date of birth and Eircode. This will 
allow your local authority to confirm your details and help to ensure the 
accuracy of the electoral register.
 
Visit the website to:

Register to vote
Confirm or update your details
Download forms
Find more information

Find out more

Bereavement Information evening
Online at 7pm on Thursday 8th December 

 
This free online session will provide space to share some reflections on
bereavement and to help people to find out about the supports available.
 
This event is for all: you may have experienced a bereavement this year or at an
earlier time, or you may be concerned about a child or friend who is grieving and
you wish to help.
 
The past few years have been a difficult and isolating time. The Irish Hospice
Foundation hope that their event will provide some connection and solace.

Find out more &

Register

Webinar introducing the “Eastern and Midlands Enabling Roadmap for the Green
Economy” (EMERGE) project.

on Wednesday 14th December from 10 - 11.30am
 
This project involves maximising the social and economic opportunities of climate
action for Ireland, while consulting and supporting individual communities facing
specific challenges in transitioning to a lower carbon economy.
 
This session will also explain the concept of making a “Just Transition” as well as
outlining key trends which are impacting communities.
 
This webinar is hosted by EM Caro, Urban Foresight and The Wheel.

Find out more &

Register

Public Sector Duty
 

The Public Sector Equality and Human Rights Duty (‘the Duty’) is a statutory
obligation for public bodies in Section 42 of the Irish Human Rights and Equality
Commission Act 2014.
 
Section 42(1) requires public bodies, in the performance of their functions, to have
regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, promote equality and protect human
rights of staff and people availing of their services.
 
Section 42(2) requires public bodies to assess, address and report on progress in
relation to equality and human rights in their strategic plan and annual reports in a
manner that is accessible to the public.

Find out more about

'the Duty' 

Experience 2022: An Introduction to Arts, Health and the Older Person, an online
learning programme

Taking place over three mornings from Wednesday 7th to Friday 9th December
 
This programme aims to outline the essential elements involved in working with
older people in an arts and health context and will feature presentations by some
of the most experienced and inspiring practitioners working in this specialised
field of practice.
 

Find out more &

Register

The Wheel's Leadership Academy Breakfast club
in Morrison Hotel, Ormond Quay Lower, Dublin 1

on Friday 14th December from 8.30 - 10 am
 
A morning event every month that explores different aspects of leadership that
allows people to connect and share ideas. Anyone with an interest in leadership
development is welcome to attend.
 
The first Breakfast Clubs will look at ‘Emerging Leaders’. Find out more &

Register

Re-Imagine Hometown Architect Project
Open for applications until January 16th 2023

 
Do you have a vision for reimagining your hometown or village? 
 
Since the launch of the Reimagine placemaking programme in 2019, the Irish
Architecture Foundation has been connecting communities with architects to co-
design solutions for issues in the local built environment. Hometown Architect,
with funding support from the Arts Council, Department of Rural and Community
Development, and Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
continues this work in line with the goals set out in the Town Centre First policy.

 Find out more

Consultations 

Census 2027 Public Consultation
Closing Date: Wednesday 21st December

 
The Central Statistics Office (CSO) has opened a public consultation process for
Census 2027, and it is inviting submissions from members of the public,
organisations and interest groups on suggested questions.
 
Submissions can include proposed changes to the phrasing of the questions used
in Census 2022 or suggestions for new questions.
 
Early next year a Census Advisory Group will be established to review the
submissions and decide on new questions and changes to the current set of
questions. These will be tested in a pilot census in 2024 before the final set of
questions are submitted for Government approval in 2025.

Find out More & Have

your say

Previously Listed ...

Would you live in a retirement village, for independent living, in Ireland?
Closing Date: Second week in December

 
If you are aged over 60 you are invited to share your feedback on this question. It
will only take a few minutes. and the survey is anonymous.
 
Please also share and encourage others to input to this study.
 
A student at St. Mary's College Arklow is undertaking this project as part of the
National BT Young Scientist Competition.
 
Best of luck.

Have your say

Climate Change in Rural Ireland: Older Person's Perspectives
 

If you are aged over 55 years and from a rural or agricultural background this study
would like to hear from you.
 
This study aims to explore the older person’s perspective of climate change, and
how proposed changes may impact life in rural Ireland, particularly on agricultural
practices and rural living. Have your say

Beach Audit for Wicklow County Coastline 
 
Wicklow County Council is in the process of conducting an audit of the county’s
beaches to assess the uses, strengths, and deficits of the offerings of its beaches.
 
To assist with this, the Council is keen to hear the views of local residents which
will shape the study and future development of recreational services and
amenities of the beaches as part of the process of a Wicklow Coastal Blueway
Project.
 
The proposed Blueway project will create five Blueway nodes which will lead
participation in coastal outdoor recreation in the county. Each node will have a
defined access point to the sea, a supporting trailhead, signage and interpretation
information.
 
The proposed nodes are Arklow and surrounding beaches/harbour, Wicklow,
Kilcoole, Greystones and Bray.
 
The Blueway project’s overall budget is €554,820 with Wicklow County Council
providing match funding of €55,482 and a grant of €499,338 from the Department
of Rural and Community Development under the Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme.

Have your say 

Shelmalere Offshore Wind Farm Foreshore Licence Application
Closing Date: Wednesday 30th November

 
The Foreshore Licence Application is for site investigations to inform the
engineering and design of a potential offshore wind farm and associated export
cable route off the coasts of Wicklow and Wexford.
 
The Public Consultation is your opportunity to comment on the application, and to
raise issues that are important to you.
 
If you have any questions contact Yvonne Cronin, Community and Stakeholder
Liaison Manager, DP Energy, 2nd Floor, 1 Horgans Quay. Waterfront Square, Cork
City. T23 PPT8., Mobile: +353 87 102 8227, Email:
Yvonne.Cronin@dpenergy.com

 Find out more 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on open consultations in the County that interest
you.

Funding Opportunities

Ecclesiastical - Movement for Good: 12 Days of Giving
Open from the 1st to the 16th December

 
The Movement for Good Awards is an annual platform for giving, set up by all the
businesses that make up the Benefact Group.

 
12 Days of Giving is the last phase of our Movement for Good programme for
2022. For 12 days in December, they will be drawing 10 charities per working day
to receive £1,000.
 
The first draw takes place on December 1st and the last on the 16th so nominate
your favourite charity today!
 
The more nominations a charity receives, the greater their chance of winning, so
once you’ve done your part, spread the word and make it a movement!

Find out more &

Nominate your

Charity

Circular Economy Innovation Grant Scheme (CEIGS)
Closing Date: Friday 16th December

 
The purpose of this grants scheme is to provide support to projects which work in
the Circular Economy space, with the aim of advancing the Circular Economy in
Ireland and raising awareness of the need to transition to a Circular Economy.
 
The Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications particularly
wants to hear from social enterprises, and voluntary and community based
organisations. Find out more & Apply

The Hospital Saturday Fund
Next Closing Date: Wednesday 4th January 2023

 
The Hospital Saturday Fund is a registered charity whose aims are to provide
assistance through its charitable funds for registered charities, hospices and
medical organisations which are in need of grants for medical projects, care,
research or support of medical training within the United Kingdom, Isle of Man,
Channel Islands and Republic of Ireland. 
 
The Hospital Saturday Fund will also consider grants for running costs.
 
The Fund will also consider giving grants to individuals.

Find out more & Apply

Built Heritage Conservation Grants
Closing Date: Friday 27th Jan 2023 at 4pm

 
Wicklow County Council invites applications from owners of historic buildings,
protected structures and structures within Architectural Conservation Areas
(ACAs) under the following two grant schemes as operated by the Department of
Housing, Local government and Heritage;

Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) 2023, and the  
Historic Structures Fund (HSF) 2023. Find out more & Apply

Community Water Development Fund 
Closing Date: Tuesday 9th February 2023

 
The Fund is administered by LAWPRO on behalf of the Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage. There will be €500,000 available under the call.

An Online Fund Clinic webinar will be hosted by LAWPRO on Friday 13th
January 2023 at 11am.
 
The Fund has been in operation since 2018. Since that time, it has awarded €2m
in grant aid to 629 grant recipients to fund all types of water related projects.
Examples include: feasibility studies; surveys and plans; biodiversity signage;
water conservation measures; invasive species control; riparian management and
planting; training workshops; Citizen Science initiatives, etc.
 
The Fund is open to all community and voluntary groups to assist in the protection
and management of water quality, both locally and in the wider catchment. 

Find out more & Apply

An Online Fund Clinic
webinar will be hosted by
LAWPRO on Friday 13th
January 2023 at 11am.
Click HERE to register

for the webinar.

Previously Listed ...

Community Monuments Fund 2023
Closing Date: Friday 27th January 2023

 
The Community Monuments Fund is investing capital in our archaeological
heritage to help owners and custodians of archaeological monuments safeguard
them into the future for the benefit of communities and the public. 
 
The core aims of this fund are the conservation, maintenance, protection and
promotion of local monuments and archaeological sites.  The Department
encourages projects to incorporate a traditional skills training element. Local
authorities, private owners, community groups and custodians of monuments are
eligible to apply under to this Fund. Find out more

Community Enhancement Scheme 2022 Community Support Fund
Closing Date: Friday 31st March 2023

 
This scheme will be processed by Wicklow County Council.  Wicklow’s allocation
is €308,834. This scheme is administered through the LCDC and they will be
inviting applications in the new year.  Details of the scheme together with the
application form will be circulated in due course. 
 
Any queries in respect of this scheme should be emailed to cep@wicklowcoco.ie.

Planning Ahead for Funding
 
As you prepare plans and budgets for 2023 it may also be a good time to consider
a plan for funding schemes that your group will target next year.
 
Remember to check out the Funding resources on our website.
 
Activelink and The Wheel are also good sources of information on upcoming
funding opportunities. 
 
We would also recommend discussing your plans and needs locally with your
Elected Representatives, Wicklow County Council and your local partnership
company.   

Funding Calendar

Funding your Group

Resource

Presentations etc from

Funding training &

information sessions.

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.

 
If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject

'Unsubscribe'.
 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie

 

https://www.facebook.com/CWPPN
https://countywicklowppn.ie/co-wicklow-ppn-plenary-end-of-year-members-meeting/
https://wicklowppn-dec2022-plenary.eventbrite.ie/
https://volunteerwicklow.ie/county-wicklow-volunteer-centre-is-delighted-to-announce-our-annual-volunteer-awards-2022/
https://wicklowppn-dec2022-plenary.eventbrite.ie/
https://countywicklowppn-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/info_countywicklowppn_ie/EvB3KMQDnhFFkS7OaieHfz0B-Qvg1hrP0zcT95n5_JtF6A?e=gCwgyY
https://countywicklowppn.ie/train-support/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f6fe9-ppn-structural-review-report/
https://countywicklowppn.ie/
https://countywicklowppn.ie/about/secretariat/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4-jn2oXfftXUruxgII-jHg
mailto:disability@wicklowcoco.ie
mailto:wicklowlsp@wicklowcoco.ie
mailto:info@countywicklowppn.ie
https://d15k2d11r6t6rl.cloudfront.net/public/users/Integrators/BeeProAgency/633635_615631/DISC%20Toolkit%20December%202022%20DIGITAL%20LINKS.pdf
https://volunteerwicklow.ie/county-wicklow-volunteer-centre-is-delighted-to-announce-our-annual-volunteer-awards-2022/
https://volunteerwicklow.ie/county-wicklow-volunteer-centre-is-delighted-to-announce-our-annual-volunteer-awards-2022/
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/News-Events/ArtMID/3156/ArticleID/5697/preview/true/Information-seminar-for-householder-interested-in-retrofitting-their-homes
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wicklows-blue-dot-rivers-tickets-477242915407?fbclid=IwAR3bSAHRyu_0L_VwLL35r8zLl1qd0bqu4H7eXPFcFgiqoklyfnp3hvOOt34
mailto:dokeeffe@lawaters.ie
https://d15k2d11r6t6rl.cloudfront.net/public/users/Integrators/BeeProAgency/633635_615631/Age%20Friendly%20Tourist%20Destination%202022%20brochure.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Aq0PSFUjR5ah-vFTfBjqIQ?fbclid=IwAR2a9ASfvJVKtLOXu4IAGogMFzksmSjl7uKd-DtjkaHPQ5_wv28DzG-ewkQ
https://www.un.org/en/delegate/16-days-activism-against-gender-based-violence
https://data.unwomen.org/publications/vaw-rga
https://publicpolicy.ie/covid/gender-based-violence-in-ireland/
https://www.checktheregister.ie/en-IE/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/living-with-loss-tickets-464294406067?aff=ebdssbdestsearch&fbclid=IwAR3kjFrZPhxKx9LgY-PamGAhCyJ-S8u99FpTgIdgWqfdEbbUxzTyHqWFOts
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/the-emerge-launch-webinar-tickets-458688769457
https://www.ihrec.ie/our-work/public-sector-duty/
https://bealtaine.ie/experience-2022-an-introduction-to-arts-health-the-older-person-learning-programme-announced/?fbclid=IwAR3PbCWspWgg_UcIZkaOumnHq9QX6P9Y3dPEuxKeSebPGj9y_3nhUopM8W8
https://www.wheel.ie/training/2022/12/leadership-academy-breakfast-club
https://reimagineplace.ie/open-call/
https://www.cso.ie/en/census/census2027consultation/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=JGvsKkp7qkyEhMP_TBJyvfMh42XwMJpOtyCkAUKzbMFURFpXSU1LV0FINkNJNFVXV01UTzZYOUpGQS4u&fbclid=IwAR0Czvu6m3dypJS8OYkqzd0hYt3G9BOywuJXtgxjg1Q_CX0DvzbnMef-ukg
https://maynoothuniversity.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/climate-change-in-rural-ireland
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R2VBK3C?fbclid=IwAR0maFqAv3iCM9bNwIRZsLCWuDetAknUbFslfg-_kfDtmCxlOzkxxErDlJg
mailto:Yvonne.Cronin@dpenergy.com
https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/a43ef-shelmalere-offshore-wind-farm-site-investigations-off-counties-wexford-and-wicklow/?fbclid=IwAR2jbDsiIeLd-5aaSbNFJyK_YAG1BANGbFd8jezsq9HMHQi456F09HXCgZA
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/ConsultationHub
https://movementforgood.com/%23nominateACharity
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/b3faa-apply-for-the-circular-economy-innovation-grants-scheme-ceigs/?fbclid=IwAR0q0o944MyyXAOH-01jKuk53YOsXmCbtdex0k_9N4zrhiy9UOp5HA3ZlHA
https://hospitalsaturdayfund.org/apply-for-a-grant/%231560017104356-6c5376b8-98e3
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/News-Events/built-heritage-conservation-grants-now-open-for-applications
https://lawaters.ie/community-water-development-fund-2023/
https://lawaters-ie.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EYk4SdGIQtKEIhEs8_OV-Q
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/News-Events/community-monuments-fund-cmf-2023-now-open-for-applications
mailto:cep@wicklowcoco.ie
https://www.activelink.ie/
https://www.wheel.ie/funding
https://countywicklowppn.ie/funding-events/
https://countywicklowppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/funding-tips-2.pdf
https://countywicklowppn.ie/train-support/
mailto:info@countywicklowppn.ie

