
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week Ending 25th
November 2022      

Welcome to our latest news update 

The close of the year is proving to be a very busy time for networking and catch
ups in the Community & Voluntary Sector. 
 
This week saw Helen attend the Comhairle na nÓg Youth Summit 2022 in
Newtownmountkennedy.  Over 80 young people gathered to identify issues that
are important to them and to prioritise the focus of Comhairle's work for 2023. 
Today saw both of us joining over 150 people in the Brockagh Resource Centre
for the Wicklow Older Persons Council Seminar and Open Day.  A morning full of
very interesting and informative presentations was followed by an afternoon of
music, dance and chat.  Congratulations to all involved in organising these events.
 
In addition to our own PPN final events of the year:

Q&A Group Governance Session online Wed 30th November 
Plenary (End of Year Members Meeting) online Tuesday 6th December, with
a very timely and useful keynote presentation on How You & Your Group
Can Be More Energy Efficient

We would like to highlight the Celebration of Disability event scheduled for
lunchtime Friday 2nd December in the Arklow Bay Hotel.  This event will include
the launch of a Disability & Inclusion Toolkit for Community Groups and Clubs.
 
And finally, we would like to remind you all that the County Wicklow Volunteer
Awards are still open for nominations.  This is a great opportunity to recognise the
contribution of volunteers in our community.

To catch up on all the
news scroll through the
update or click on the
links below to jump
straight to a specific
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Funding Opportunities 

Wicklow PPN News

 Q & A on Group Governance  
 Wednesday 30th November from 7.30 - 9.30pm

 
We are inviting all members Groups to avail of this opportunity to put your Group
Governance questions to a specialist (Senan Turnbull, Carmichael) and to hear from other
member groups about their experience and learning in relation to Group Governance.
 
To help us organise the session we are asking that you submit your questions by 9am on
Monday 28th November either via the booking form or by email to:
info@countywicklowppn.ie 

Register

 Plenary (Members' Meeting)
online Tuesday 6th December from 8 - 9.30pm

 
The initial section of the meeting will be devoted to updating our members about
our work and finances as well as providing you with an opportunity to steer our
work and ratify new PPN Representatives and Policies.
 
The remainder of the meeting will be devoted to hearing about:
 
How You & Your Group Can Be More Energy Efficient
 
our guest speakers are:

Simon Whelan, MSc MEI Chartered Energy Master & Sustainable Energy
Committee Mentor for Wicklow
Jim Callery, Environmental Awareness Officer Wicklow County Council

To finish there will be our annual Christmas fun quiz.
 
We look forward to welcoming you and other members of your group to our final
event of 2022.

Register

 Resources from our November Online Training & Information Series
 

Thanks to Fiona Callan and Senan Turnbull, Carmichael for delivering these
session on behalf of Co. Wicklow PPN.
 
To access the presentations and other resources shared at the recent online
sessions and all PPN training & support events please click on the link opposite.  Access Resources

 Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment and Climate Action on the Subject of
PPNs and Climate Action

 
The Joint Committee on Environment and Climate Action met on Tuesday 8th
November, with representatives from the Public Participation Network (PPN)* to
discuss the Irish experience of community-led climate action. 
 
Committee Cathaoirleach Deputy Brian Leddin said: “Local communities have a
key role to play in climate action, in terms of people working together in their own
areas and also coming together with other communities to help influence local,
national and EU policy. 
 
* The PPN Representatives were: Charles Stanley-Smith from the PPN National
Adivsory Group, Cliona Kelleher from the PPN Secretariat Network and Sarah
Clancy from the Resource Workers Network.

Access Recording of

Session

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new Events Calendar and Funding Sources,
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 6th December. 
Minutes from the Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable Development Goals Animation and our series of
Wellbeing videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

International Day of People with Disabilities
Saturday 3rd December

 
The annual observance of the International Day of Persons with
Disabilities (IDPD) on the 3rd December was proclaimed in 1992 by the United
Nations General Assembly. The observance of the Day aims to promote an
understanding of disability issues and mobilize support for the dignity, rights and
well-being of persons with disabilities.  
 
The theme this year is “Transformative solutions for inclusive development: the
role of innovation in fuelling an accessible and equitable world“.

 Report from the Joint
Oireachtas Committee on

Disability Matters
 

The report makes a
number of references to
PPNs across the country

and the work they are
doing in relation to

disability.

Local Events
 

Wicklow Local Sports Partnership Online Training
 

Wicklow LSP are running 3 online training workshops for Coaches, Volunteers,
Teachers, SNAs or Parents/Carers in the lead up to International Day of People
with Disabilities.  Click on the workshop name to access the booking form.
 
Vision Sport Awareness Training - Tuesday 29th November
7pm for 1 hour - €5 
 
Lámh for Sport Information Session - Wednesday 30th November
7pm for 1 hour - €5
 
Disability Inclusion Training - Thursday 1st December
6:30pm for 2.5hours - CARA Certified course - €10 (reduced price)

DCD Dyspraxia Meet up - Parents of Dyspraxic Children and Young Adults
on Thursday 1st December at 7.30pm

in Bray
 
The session will included a talk on 'Accessing supports for your Child with DCD
Dyspraxia' by Rebecca Candon from CDNT (Children's Disability Network Team)
and Becky Hanney from Primary Care
 

Register 

Celebration of Disability
in the Arklow Bay on Friday 2nd December from 12.30 - 2pm

hosted by The Wicklow County Council Disability & Social Inclusion Steering Committee 

Register

Wicklow Comhairle na nÓg Youth Summit 2022
 

Great energy and discussions at the Comhairle Youth Summit held on Wednesday 23rd November. Over 80
young people identified issues that are important to them including; mental health, vaping, drugs,
discrimination, public transport, pollution, peer pressure, bullying and the cost of living. These issues were
prioritised and the group asked the Comhairle to work on the 3 top priorities on their behalf over the coming
year. The top 3 in order of priority are mental health, cost of living, and drugs.
 
Congratulations to all involved in the organisation of this event.  
 
The PPN are very grateful to have had the opportunity to hear the voice of young people in Co. Wicklow

English Language Learners Bookclub
Dunlavin Library

Tuesday 29th November at 7pm
 
The idea is that adults learning English as a foreign language will read a short
story with a view to it being a catalyst to spark conversation. The model will be
very informal and intended to be social, there will not be a teaching element but
we will develop vocabulary lists and encourage participation and chat.
 
Wicklow Library Service hope that this will become a regular event.

Previously Listed ...

County Wicklow Volunteer Awards 2022
Closing Date for Nominations: Thursday 8th December by 5pm

 
2022 and once again the people of Wicklow have gone that extra mile in
volunteering. Restarting clubs and organisations post COVID-19 and then quickly
responding to the Ukrainian crisis. Do you know a local volunteer or team? Would
you like to see them recognised? Why not nominate them for one of the County
Wicklow Volunteer Awards?
 
These awards are a recognition of the many individuals and groups of people that
work tirelessly in Wicklow to provide services to the old, the young, the lonely, the
sporty, and the vulnerable. The awards will recognise the befrienders, the tidy
towners, the coaches, board trustees, first-aiders, arts tutors and charity shop
assistants. The awards will give a bow to the information givers, the help-line
listeners, and the English language tutors.
 
Nomination Categories include:

Local Volunteer Award. (1 in each municipal district, Arklow, Baltinglass,
Bray, Greystones and Wicklow)
Volunteer Team Award
Under 18 Volunteer Award
Award for a volunteer from the migrant, refugee, asylum seeker community
Volunteer in an Environmental and Biodiversity project
Ukrainian Response Volunteer Award
Corporate Volunteer Award for a company working on community projects in
Wicklow.    

Each category requires you to nominate ONE volunteer. If you would like to
nominate more than one volunteer, please submit your entry in the Volunteer Team
Award category. 

Find out more

National News

Check the Register 
 
The electoral registration process has changed. Even if you are already 
registered, you now need to add your PPSN, date of birth and Eircode. This will 
allow your local authority to confirm your details and help to ensure the 
accuracy of the electoral register.
 
Visit the website to:

Register to vote
Confirm or update your details
Download forms
Find more information

Find out more

Community Impact Network Online Launch Event
on Monday 28th November from 10.30 am - 12.30pm

 
The Community Impact Network is a Network created to provide increased
support, training, and access to technology for all agencies that ALONE work with
across the country.
 
The older person is always at the core of their service, and ALONE continue to
provide and exchange with organisations to empower them, their staff, and
volunteers to support the older person.

Register

Bereavement Information evening
Online at 7pm on Thursday 8th December 

 
This free online session will provide space to share some reflections on
bereavement and to help people to find out about the supports available.
 
This event is for all: you may have experienced a bereavement this year or at an
earlier time, or you may be concerned about a child or friend who is grieving and
you wish to help.
 
The past few years have been a difficult and isolating time. The Irish Hospice
Foundation hope that their event will provide some connection and solace.

Find out more &

Register

Webinar introducing the “Eastern and Midlands Enabling Roadmap for the Green
Economy” (EMERGE) project.

on Wednesday 14th December from 10 - 11.30am
 
This project involves maximising the social and economic opportunities of climate
action for Ireland, while consulting and supporting individual communities facing
specific challenges in transitioning to a lower carbon economy.
 
This session will also explain the concept of making a “Just Transition” as well as
outlining key trends which are impacting communities.
 
This webinar is hosted by EM Caro, Urban Foresight and The Wheel.

Find out more &

Register

Towards Wellbeing for All - Social Justice Ireland Conference
 
The conference which was held online on Wednesday 16th November posed the
question “What does Wellbeing look like and what needs to be considered for
society, for the planet and for communities to thrive and what policies are needed
to get us there?"
 
Helen presented on Co Wicklow PPN's work in developing a Vision for
Community Wellbeing at the conference.

Access Conference

Videos & Papers

Public Sector Duty
 

The Public Sector Equality and Human Rights Duty (‘the Duty’) is a statutory
obligation for public bodies in Section 42 of the Irish Human Rights and Equality
Commission Act 2014.
 
Section 42(1) requires public bodies, in the performance of their functions, to have
regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, promote equality and protect human
rights of staff and people availing of their services.
 
Section 42(2) requires public bodies to assess, address and report on progress in
relation to equality and human rights in their strategic plan and annual reports in a
manner that is accessible to the public.

Find out more about

'the Duty' 

Previously Listed ...

Manual of Environmental Justice Launch
online on Tuesday 29th November from 11am - 12 noon

 
The Manual of Environmental Justice is a digital toolkit which aims to resource
and connect organisations and communities across the island of Ireland on
intersectional environmental issues.
 
The Manual has been developed as a result of a comprehensive needs
assessment designed to identify the key gaps in support for environmental and
social justice groups on the island of Ireland.
 
This assessment helped inform the design of the Manual of Environmental Justice
website, but it also gave us a series of insights into the broader needs of our
beneficiary groups, including NGOs, activists, academics, and broader civil
society engaged in environmental and social justice advocacy.
 

Find out more &

Register

Access Europe Showcase 2022
on the 1st December in Croke Park from 2 - 5pm

 
Since launching in November 2020, The Wheel's Access Europe support service
has helped numerous Irish civil society organisations explore and unlock EU
funding opportunities. Join this special event showcasing the impact of Year 2 of
the Access Europe programme.
 
This in-person event will feature an expo of the Irish National Contact Points for
various EU funding programmes so you can network and learn more about the EU
funding pathways available to your organisation. It will also explore Access
Europe’s results and success stories from the past year and hold the Award
Ceremony for the inaugural #OurEUStory Awards competition.
 
Access Europe is funded by the Department of Foreign Affairs.

Find out more &

Register

Experience 2022: An Introduction to Arts, Health and the Older Person, an online
learning programme

Taking place over three mornings from Wednesday 7th to Friday 9th December
 
This programme aims to outline the essential elements involved in working with
older people in an arts and health context and will feature presentations by some
of the most experienced and inspiring practitioners working in this specialised
field of practice.
 

Find out more &

Register

The Wheel's Leadership Academy Breakfast club
in Morrison Hotel, Ormond Quay Lower, Dublin 1

on Friday 14th December from 8.30 - 10 am
 
A morning event every month that explores different aspects of leadership that
allows people to connect and share ideas. Anyone with an interest in leadership
development is welcome to attend.
 
The first Breakfast Clubs will look at ‘Emerging Leaders’. Find out more &

Register

Re-Imagine Hometown Architect Project
Open for applications until January 16th 2023

 
Do you have a vision for reimagining your hometown or village? 
 
Since the launch of the Reimagine placemaking programme in 2019, the Irish
Architecture Foundation has been connecting communities with architects to co-
design solutions for issues in the local built environment. Hometown Architect,
with funding support from the Arts Council, Department of Rural and Community
Development, and Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
continues this work in line with the goals set out in the Town Centre First policy.

 Find out more

Consultations 

Would you live in a retirement village, for independent living, in Ireland?
Closing Date: Second week in December

 
If you are aged over 60 you are invited to share your feedback on this question. It
will only take a few minutes. and the survey is anonymous.
 
Please also share and encourage others to input to this study.
 
A student at St. Mary's College Arklow is undertaking this project as part of the
National BT Young Scientist Competition.
 
Best of luck.

Have your say

Previously Listed ...

Climate Change in Rural Ireland: Older Person's Perspectives
 

If you are aged over 55 years and from a rural or agricultural background this study
would like to hear from you.
 
This study aims to explore the older person’s perspective of climate change, and
how proposed changes may impact life in rural Ireland, particularly on agricultural
practices and rural living. Have your say

Beach Audit for Wicklow County Coastline 
 
Wicklow County Council is in the process of conducting an audit of the county’s
beaches to assess the uses, strengths, and deficits of the offerings of its beaches.
 
To assist with this, the Council is keen to hear the views of local residents which
will shape the study and future development of recreational services and
amenities of the beaches as part of the process of a Wicklow Coastal Blueway
Project.
 
The proposed Blueway project will create five Blueway nodes which will lead
participation in coastal outdoor recreation in the county. Each node will have a
defined access point to the sea, a supporting trailhead, signage and interpretation
information.
 
The proposed nodes are Arklow and surrounding beaches/harbour, Wicklow,
Kilcoole, Greystones and Bray.
 
The Blueway project’s overall budget is €554,820 with Wicklow County Council
providing match funding of €55,482 and a grant of €499,338 from the Department
of Rural and Community Development under the Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme.

Have your say 

Transport for Ireland Local Link Services
 
The National Transport Authority want to hear from Local Link passengers. They
want to hear your thoughts on the TFI Local Link services and what it means to
you.
 
  Have your say 

Shelmalere Offshore Wind Farm Foreshore Licence Application
Closing Date: Wednesday 30th November

 
The Foreshore Licence Application is for site investigations to inform the
engineering and design of a potential offshore wind farm and associated export
cable route off the coasts of Wicklow and Wexford.
 
The Public Consultation is your opportunity to comment on the application, and to
raise issues that are important to you.
 
If you have any questions contact Yvonne Cronin, Community and Stakeholder
Liaison Manager, DP Energy, 2nd Floor, 1 Horgans Quay. Waterfront Square, Cork
City. T23 PPT8., Mobile: +353 87 102 8227, Email:
Yvonne.Cronin@dpenergy.com

 Find out more 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

Community Enhancement Scheme 2022 Community Support Fund
Closing Date: Friday 31st March 2023

 
This scheme will be processed by Wicklow County Council.  Wicklow’s allocation
is €308,834. This scheme is administered through the LCDC and they will be
inviting applications in the new year.  Details of the scheme together with the
application form will be circulated in due course. 
 
Any queries in respect of this scheme should be emailed to cep@wicklowcoco.ie.

Community Monuments Fund 2023
Closing Date: Friday 27th January 2023

 
The Community Monuments Fund is investing capital in our archaeological
heritage to help owners and custodians of archaeological monuments safeguard
them into the future for the benefit of communities and the public. 
 
The core aims of this fund are the conservation, maintenance, protection and
promotion of local monuments and archaeological sites.  The Department
encourages projects to incorporate a traditional skills training element. Local
authorities, private owners, community groups and custodians of monuments are
eligible to apply under to this Fund. Find out more

Planning Ahead for Funding
 
As you prepare plans and budgets for 2023 it may also be a good time to consider
a plan for funding schemes that your group will target next year.
 
Remember to check out the Funding resources on our website.
 
Activelink and The Wheel are also good sources of information on upcoming
funding opportunities. 
 
We would also recommend discussing your plans and needs locally with your
Elected Representatives, Wicklow County Council and your local partnership
company.   

Funding Calendar

Funding your Group

Resource

Presentations etc from

Funding training &

information sessions.

Previously Listed ...

Community and Voluntary Energy Support Scheme (CVESS)
Closing Date: Friday 2nd December

 
The Community and Voluntary Energy Support Scheme (CVESS) provides for a
once-off payment to eligible charities and community voluntary sector
organisations for their energy costs for 2022. 
 
Announced as part of Budget 2023, this scheme will provide once-off support to
organisations within the Community and Voluntary sector which fall outside the
parameters of other energy support schemes being delivered by Government such
as, the Temporary Business Energy Support Scheme (TBESS) operated by the
Revenue Commissioners and sectoral schemes for arts, culture, sports, health
and Gaeltacht organisations. 
 
This scheme is being processed via Pobal.  Groups will need to log onto the
Pobal website to register and submit an application.  

Find out more & Apply

New €10 million fund of local community & voluntary groups with their energy bills
and other costs

 
Please Note:  This funding builds on the Minster’s earlier announcement of the
€10million Community and Voluntary Energy Support Scheme (detailed above).
 
The new scheme has been devised to support groups with their energy costs who
may not have been deemed eligible under previous Government schemes.
 
This new scheme is about supporting these groups with their costs whether it’s the
electricity bill, insurance costs or other overheads.
 
Groups can also use the funding to carry out small upgrade works and to purchase
equipment to support their activities such as laptops and printers, lawnmowers,
training equipment, etc.
 
The once-off fund will be allocated under the Department’s Community
Enhancement Programme and will be administered locally by the Local
Community Development Committees (LCDCs).

Read Full Press

Release

Groups should contact
Wicklow LCDC on 0404
20208 to find out more

about this funding

Women’s Shed Funding
Closing Date: Not Specified

 
Minister Humphreys has announced that €100,000 will be set aside in her
department’s Budget specifically to support Women’s Sheds.
 
The grants which will be in the region of €1,000 – €2,000 could be used to assist
Women’s Sheds to expand within their communities, to run activities or to help
them with their running costs such as insurance or rental costs.
 
Any Women’s Shed interested in availing of funding should get in touch with the
Department of Rural and Community Development via email
to: womenssheds@drcd.gov.ie

Press Release re

Funding

Thanks for reading and please share with others in your community group.
We hope you picked up some useful information for your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information, please do contact us.

 
If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject

'Unsubscribe'.
 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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