
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending
9th September 2022      

Welcome to our latest news update 

We are continuing to work on the analysis of all
your contributions to the 'Vision for our
Community' consultations we held in collaboration
with Wicklow County Council.   Over 300 people
contributed to this consultation, representing over
70 community groups from throughout the county
and almost 2,000 contributions were recorded
(that's a lot of post-its!).  Again, thanks to all that
engaged with this consultation.  
 
Wicklow is one of four Local Authority areas
participating in a pilot project which aims to
explore the development of strategies that
meaningfully engage marginalised groups in
LECP planning, implementation, and review. A
consultant has been commissioned and work on
this pilot project has commenced.  The PPN is
also collaborating with Wicklow County Council
on this piece of work.

Just some of the
post-its!

Keep an eye out for our campaign which will run
during the first ever Sustainable Development
Goals Week in Ireland. In collaboration with
Wicklow County Council, we will be - Calling all
Community Groups & Clubs in Co. Wicklow to:
 

Fill the Wheel & Map the Goals. 
 

Find out more about the National SDG Week in
the National News Section below.

SDG Mapping Tool

To catch up on all the PPN news, open funding schemes and
consultations, and other local and national news scroll through the
update or click on the links below to jump straight to a specific
section:  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information  
Ireland's Response to the situation in Ukraine

Co Wicklow PPN News

Training for Member Groups
 

We plan to run some training sessions for our
member groups during the Autumn/Winter.  If your
group has identified any specific areas that you
would like to access training or additional
information/support on, please do let us know.

PPN Logo Development

The Department of Rural & Community
Development commissioned a consultant to
develop a National Communications Strategy for
PPNs.

As part of this undertaking the consultants are
considering the branding/logo of PPNs. They
proposed a number of logo options to the
PPNs that aim to enable greater consistency and
effectiveness in PPN messaging at both national
and local levels.  Each PPN was asked to select
their preferred option.
 
Based on the feedback we received we submitted
the Wicklow PPN vote.  Many thanks for your
input.

Access our

Submission

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new
Events Calendar and Funding Sources, Monthly Work and Finance
reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training
resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th September.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Waters of LIFE Meeting 
Monday 12th September at 7.30pm

in Annamoe Community Centre, A98 EH04 
 

The project team led by Anne Goggin, and LAWPRO as project
partners, would be very grateful of your support and input on the
night - all are welcome. 

Connections to the Wicklow Coast
Events to share results of this research

Wicklow Library: Thurs 22nd Sept at 7pm
Arklow Library: Tues 27th Sept at 7pm

 
Earlier this year, researchers at the Ecostructure
project asked members of the community in
Wicklow and Arklow about their favourite places
on the coast. They are going to present what they
learned at two free events in the Wicklow and
Arklow libraries
 
They will explain how this information might make
a difference to the way we live with and develop
the coastal landscape and there will also be an
opportunity to ask questions.

Register for

event

News from PPN Member Groups

Open Door Exhibition
 

If you are in Bray why not pop in and see some of
their amazing work.
 
Click HERE to find out more about the exhibition.

Tiglin 
Coffee Morning to meet & greet fellow Ukrainians

 
on Friday 30th September at 11am 

in Tiglin Centre, Coolnagreina
 

Community support, information and advice will
be available.

Find out

more

Glencree Annual Peace Walk Fundraiser
on Sunday 18th September

 
Join Glencree on Sunday next for their 6th Annual
Peace Walk fundraiser as they mark UN
International Peace Day which calls for 24-hours
of non-violence and ceasefire, and help raise
funds for Glencree's peacebuilding and
reconciliation work.

Find out

more

Volunteers Wanted - Can you help
 

the following member groups are looking for Volunteers
 

Blue Dolphins Special Olympics Club
 

Arklow Christmas Festival Committee
 

Bray Tidy Town

More about Blue

Dolphins Club

More about Arklow

Festival Committee

More about Bray

Tidy Towns

For all things 'Volunteering' keep in touch with the Wicklow
Volunteer Centre through their social media and website

Previously Listed ...

KWETB - Free Digital Skills courses for older
people

 
Contact your local KWETB Centre to find out
about this upcoming training. 
 
Click HERE to find out more about this training.

ARCHES Recovery College
Autumn Programme

 
The ARCHES team is made up of service users,
supporters /family members and mental health
professionals.  They work together to develop and
deliver meaningful evidence informed education
programmes that promote mental health recovery
personal growth and well-being.

Autumn

Schedule

Job Opportunity
Community Liaison Workers to support Ukrainian

Refugees
Bray Area Partnership

 
Closing Date: Wednesday 21st September at 5pm Find out

more

Safe Talk Training
 

SafeTALK 'suicide alertness for everyone' is a half
day training programme that prepares participants
to identify persons with thoughts of suicide and
connect them to suicide first aid resources.
 
Wicklow GAA will host this training in their Centre
of Excellence, Ballinakill, Rathdrum on Saturday
17th September from 10am to 1.30pm.  The
training is free but booking is essential.  To book
email: chair.hwc.wicklow@gaa.ie

Wellness Recovery Action Planning (WRAP)
Programme

 
This is an evidence based self-management
programme that helps people be and stay well.
 
The programme will be running in Sept/Oct in the
Knockrobin Primary Care Centre (Rathnew) and
in Arklow Library.

Programme

Dates

National News

Children and Young People’s Assembly on
Biodiversity Loss

 
In October 2022, Ireland will hold its first Children
and Young People’s Assembly on Biodiversity
Loss. Designed with children and young people,
the Assembly will bring together 35 randomly
selected Members aged 7-17 from across Ireland
to explore, discuss and create recommendations
on how to protect and restore biodiversity in
Ireland.
 
This is a really important opportunity for Young
People to have their say to help nature and
biodiversity & to help influence Government policy
and plans. 

 

 Find out

more & Get

involved

One of the
Assembly

gatherings will
be held in Co.

Wicklow

 Women’s Academy for Rural Innovation
Closing Date for applications: Tuesday 27th

September 
 

The Women’s Academy for Rural Innovation
seeks to provide an opportunity to empower
talented women from rural areas to acquire the
skills needed to shape the digital age from their
own villages.
 
The goal is to firmly close the double divide that
prevents women in rural and depopulated areas
from becoming the leaders that our world needs.
Participation is free and the Academy welcomes
applications from women of all ages and walks of
life living in rural areas across the EU.
 
The Academy will take place in October 2022 in
Spain. 

 Find out

more 

Culture Night 2022
on Friday 23rd September

 
Culture Night is a national moment, celebrating all
that makes up the richness and diversity of
Culture in Ireland today, connecting people to
cultural activities locally and nationally and aims
to open up pathways to ongoing engagement.

 Find out

more & Get

involved

EPA Stop Food Waste Campaign
“Plan Your Cooking” to avoid Food Waste

 
The EPA Stop Food Waste Campaign wants to
make people aware that Planning What You’re
Going to Cook can help you avoid food waste.
 
The simple steps they want people to take are to:

Plan what you’re going to cook and use food
you already have.
Plan meal portions by measuring the
amount of ingredients you need.

 Access the

Campaign

Toolkit

Community Services Programme Support Fund 
 
Minister Joe O’Brien has announced the continuation of the
Community Services Programme Support Fund in 2022 with
additional funding of almost €1 million
 
Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community
Development, Joe O’Brien T.D., has today (9th September)
announced funding of almost €1 million for the Community Services
Programme 2022 Support Fund. The funding is being provided to
support Community Services Programme (CSP) organisations in a
weak financial position, pending the transitioning of CSP supported
organisations to the redesigned programme in January 2023.
 
Click HERE to read the full press release.
 

Previously Listed ...

National Disability Authority Report -
“Participation Matters: Guidelines on

implementing the obligation to meaningfully
engage with disabled people in public decision

making”
Launch Event on Thursday September 22nd

2022.
 
This event will take place on Zoom from 3pm to
4:30pm.

 

Find out

more &

register

Community Gardens Ireland Campaign
 

In recent months Community Gardens
Ireland presented to an Oireachtas Committee on
the huge benefits that come from community
growing spaces in Ireland, and how changes are
needed to help more communities in Ireland grow
their own produce.
 
Community Gardens Ireland have now launched a
campaign calling for anyone who supports more
allotments & community gardens in Ireland to
send an email to TDs.

Find out

more about

this

campaign

World Dementia Day
Wednesday 21st September

 
On this day, the world concentrates its efforts on
creating awareness of dementia and people are
encouraged to take simple actions to support
people with dementia and their families in their
communities.
 

The theme this year is 
“Know Dementia, Know Alzheimer’s.”

Find out

more

Volunteer Ireland Awards 2022
Closing Date for nominations: Midnight Sunday

9th October
 
The Volunteer Ireland Awards are the major
annual initiative to celebrate volunteers in Ireland.
The awards shine a light on the remarkable
achievements of volunteers around the country by
honoring them at a national level.

Find out

more  

Green Ribbon Campaign 2022
Running during September

 
The annual See Change Green Ribbon campaign
aims to spread awareness about all mental health
difficulties to help end mental health stigma and
discrimination.
 
There is no shame in having a mental health
difficulty

Find out

more & get

involved 

Cycle Against Suicide
 

Cycle Against Suicide aims to raise awareness of
the issue of suicide among men this September.
 
Between World Suicide Prevention Day,
September 10th and World Mental Health Day,
October 10th, Cycle Against Suicide are utilising
their events to mobilize people across Ireland to
come out in support of men's mental health.

Find out

more 

Sustainable Development Goals Week 2022
September 20th - 26th

 
Ireland’s first Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) week is taking place this year.
 
It forms part of the wider European Sustainable
Development Week (ESDW) which last year saw
5,440 activities taking place across 28 countries.

Find out

more & Get

involved

European Day of Sustainable Communities 2022

Engaging Youth in European Sustainable
Communities

Saturday 17th September 2022
 
To join the European Day of Sustainable
Communities, groups are invited to organise and
register an event, big or small, in person or online,
to showcase action for climate and sustainability
at the local community level, with a particular
focus on young people and youth-led initiatives.

Events taking place throughout the month of
September are welcome, with the main
celebration on Saturday 17 September 2022. 

Find out

more & Get

involved

For this year's "European Day of Sustainable
Communities" the initiative is partnering with the
makers of the award-winning documentary: Once

You Know.  Click on the video link opposite to
watch the Once You Know trailer.

 
Join the project online on Tuesday 30 August

2022 at 5pm CEST to organise film screenings
during the month of September. 

 

Find out

more &

Register

Free online Marketing Masterclass Series, with
We Act

Various Dates in September
 

We Act are joining forces with The National
Lottery to bring you The Marketing Masterclass
Series, in September 2022.  
 
Staff and volunteers from across the charity and
community sector are invited to attend
these FREE online communications training
sessions. 

Find out

more &

Register

Equality & Human Rights in the Public Service
eLearning 

Developed by the Irish Human Rights & Equality
Commission (IHREC)

 
The purpose of the eLearning is to build
understanding of equality and human rights
concepts, legislation and approaches to
implementing the Public Sector Duty.
 
The training is free and can be done in your own
time. 

Find out

more &

Register

Consultations 

Wellbeing in Ireland - What Counts?

In October 2020, the Irish Government published
its first paper on the introduction of a Wellbeing
Framework and, since then, has been working on
what should be included to measure how well
Ireland is doing in 11 key areas.
 
This short survey from Social Justice Ireland aims
to find out what you would like to be measured in
each of these areas to show what Wellbeing in
Ireland means to you.

 Find out

more &

Take the

survey

What do you think are the challenges facing Irish
mental health services?

Closing Date: Tuesday 20th September at 5pm
 
The Mental Health Commission are inviting all
stakeholders to help them develop a strategic plan
for the next five years. The strategy will cover the
period 2023-2028.
 
The Commission want to consult with all their key
internal and external stakeholders to inform and
identify strategic priorities that will lead their work
over the next period.
 
They are anxious to ensure that the strategic
intent and direction is both evidence-based and
informed.

 Find out

more

Mental Health and the Workplace Survey
 
The purpose of this survey is to  understand
mental health and the workplace from the
preceptive of employees and
managers/leaders/employers nationwide across
as many sectors as possible. The results will
inform Mental Health Ireland's new Workplace
Mental Health Framework, Policy and Toolkit,
which will be launched at our Live Webinar on
October 21st for World Mental Health Month.
 
If you choose to include your contact details on
the survey you could be in with a change to win a
€200 One4All Voucher.

 Take the

Survey

Women in Rural Ireland Survey
 
The National Women's Council are conducting a
survey to hear about the experiences and
challenges of women living in rural towns and
communities.  This is in preparation for the
upcoming conference - 'Claiming Our Space:
Women in Rural Ireland Leading Change' which
will be held in October in Co. Monaghan. 

 Take the

survey

Roadmap for Social Inclusion Mid-term Review-
Public Consultation

Closing Date: Friday 7th October 
 
The Roadmap for Social Inclusion aims to reduce
consistent poverty to 2% or less by 2025.
 
The aim of the public consultation is to identify
what works well in achieving the Roadmap’s
goals, what areas of delivery could be improved
and what should be prioritised for the remainder of
the strategy.
 
As part of this review The Department of Social
Protection would like to hear your views on what
progress you think has been made in reducing
poverty and social exclusion. They would ask that
you reflect on your experience, or the people you
represent, of poverty and social exclusion, and the
ways in which this situation could be improved
during the remaining period of the Roadmap to the
end of 2025.

 Find out

more

Ireland’s 4th National Biodiversity Action Plan
Closing Date: Wednesday 9th November 2022

 
The Department of Housing, Local Government &
Heritage are inviting any interested parties (for
example: individual persons, groups or
organisations) to provide comments and make
submissions on the 4th National Biodiversity
Action Plan.

 Find out

more &

have your

say

Previously Listed ...

Digital Public Services
Closing Date: End of September

 
The Department of Public Expenditure and
Reform are looking for your help on how they can
improve Irish public services by making it easier
for you to use public services digitally.

 Take the

Survey

Climate Change in Rural Ireland: Older Person's
Perspectives

 
This study aims to explore the older person’s
perspective of climate change, and how proposed
changes may impact life in rural Ireland,
particularly on agricultural practices and rural
living.

 Find out

more &

Take the

Survey

Local Property Tax 2023 - Setting a Local
Adjustment Factor

Closing Date: Friday 23rd September
 

Wicklow County Council welcomes submissions
from the public on this matter specifically covering
the potential effects of varying the basic rate of the
Local Property Tax on businesses, individuals and
on local authority services.

 Find out

more 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

Wicklow Arts Office 2023 Strategic Projects
Award Scheme

Closing Date: Tuesday 13th September at 4pm
 
There are two funding streams available for the
2023 Strategic Projects Award Scheme:
 
Stream A: support for new initiatives will be
prioritised for those projects which add significant
value to existing arts practice, experience and
participation in Wicklow, and which support
Wicklow County Council Art's Office's Strategic
Goals.
 
Under Stream B: consideration will be given to
repeat applications for existing Award recipients,
from practitioners who wish to consolidate a
project currently underway or to develop an area
of practice previously awarded under the scheme. 

Find out

more &

Apply

Youth Micro Grants Scheme
Closing Dates in September & October

 
Léargas operate a micro grants scheme to fund
youth activities and events in the Republic of
Ireland. In order to celebrate European Year of the
Youth, these grants are available from €500-
€5000.

Find out

more &

Apply

Artist in the Community (AIC) Scheme
Closing Date: Monday 26th September

 
The aim of the AIC scheme is to encourage
meaningful collaboration between communities of
place and/or interest and artists. It is essential that
consultation takes place between the artist and
the community, so that both parties are involved in
deciding on the nature of the project’s realisation.
Group ownership of the art should be maintained
at every stage.
 
This scheme is managed by Create on behalf of
the Arts Council.

Find out

more 

Previously Listed ...

Meet and Code Fund
Closing Date: Wednesday 14th September 

 
Charities can apply for a grant to host a virtual
coding event for young people during September
or October.
 
 

Find out

more &

Apply

St. Stephens's Green Trust: Family Matters Grant
Programme 2022 - 2025

Closing Date: Thursday 15th September
 

The aim of this fund is to contribute to improving
the system of support for families affected by
convictions and imprisonment to improve
rehabilitation and resettlement outcomes. 

Find out

more &

Apply

Visual Artists Workspace Scheme
Closing Date: Thursday 15th September 

 
The purpose of the Visual Artists Workspace
Scheme is to support artists’ workspaces
throughout the country to provide the best
possible working environment for visual artists
and, where feasible, to enable a level of subsidy
for the artists working in these spaces.

Find out

more &

Apply

DAF Scaling Fund for Social Enterprises
Closing Date: Thursday 15th September

 
The DAF Scaling Fund for Social Enterprises
scheme is designed to improve the impact and
sustainability of social enterprises that address
economic, social, and educational disadvantage,
or support those with a disability. It will comprise
of two separate strands, one for feasibility studies
and the second for medium-scale capital works.
 

Find out

more &

Apply

2022 Community COVID Restart Grant
Closing Date: Friday 23rd September

 
Wicklow Sports & Recreation Partnership are
accepting applications for this fund which aims to
assist Community Groups who deliver sport and
physical activity programmes and provide minority
sports clubs with assistance to cover costs
associated with returning to activity. 

Find out

more &

Apply

Patagonia Environmental Grants Programme
Closing Date: Friday 30th September

 
Patagonia supports innovative work that
addresses the root causes of the environmental
crisis and seeks to protect both the environment
and affected communities. They focus on places
where they have built connections through
outdoor recreation and through their network of
retail stores, nationally and internationally.

Find out

more &

Apply

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To access details on the latest developments
click on the image below.

COVID-19 Symptoms: For details of symptoms visit the HSE
Website.
 
Co Wicklow Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative,
launched in response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County
Council has a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of
information, tips and supports to mind your mental & physical health
as well as promoting community resilience. Find it HERE.

Ireland's Response to the situation of
Ukraine 

Locally

Wicklow Community Response - Ukrainian Crisis
Wicklow County Council has established a Community Response
Forum to coordinate the community-led response in the provision of
assistance and support to Ukrainian refugees as they are
accommodated in County Wicklow.  Click HERE to find out more.
 

Welcome to Wicklow Videos
 
Click HERE to access the videos

Nationally 

Irish Government information for people fleeing the Ukraine can be
found HERE.

Citizen Information: Coming to Ireland from Ukraine
 
This page is packed with information for people who have family in
Ukraine, or for people in Ukraine who plan to travel to Ireland, or
have recently arrived here.

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email
to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject 'Unsubscribe'.

 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie

 

https://www.facebook.com/CWPPN
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Your-Council/Climate-Action-and-Biodiversity/Sustainable-Development-Goals
https://d15k2d11r6t6rl.cloudfront.net/public/users/Integrators/BeeProAgency/633635_615631/Wicklow%20PPN%20vote%20on%20logo.pdf
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https://d15k2d11r6t6rl.cloudfront.net/public/users/Integrators/BeeProAgency/633635_615631/Arches%20Wrap%20Programme.PNG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFofsV4yRKU
https://cyp-biodiversity.ie/
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https://culturenight.ie/
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