
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending
30th September 2022      

Welcome to our latest news update 

Plans are now well underway for a number of events including
training/information sessions during the remainder of the year.
 
Pencil in Wednesday evenings in November for online
training/information sessions with us. 
 
We are also delighted to be working with the SICAP programme in
County Wicklow Partnership to host an online session to mark
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty on Monday 17th
October.  During the week that follows we would like to highlight the
social inclusion work of community groups throughout the County
and in so doing help to increase awareness and understanding of
inclusion and diversity.
 
For more information on our upcoming events check out the PPN
News section of this update.
 
Finally, scroll down or use the link below to view our Funding
Opportunities section for initial details of the Enhanced Community
Centre Fund announced this week by Ministers Humphreys and
O'Brien.  As soon as more details are available, we will share them
with you.

To catch up on all the PPN news, open funding schemes and
consultations, and other local and national news scroll through the
update or click on the links below to jump straight to a specific
section:  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 

Co Wicklow PPN News

Falling Through the Cracks: Hidden Poverty in Co. Wicklow
Let your voice be Heard

 
Online on Monday 17th October at 7.30pm 

 
Further details and booking for this session will be available next
week.
 
Stick the date in your Diary!

PPN Wednesday Workshops 
returning for November

 
More Dates for your Diary!

 
During November we will hold a number of
training/information sessions for all community &
voluntary groups/clubs/organisations.
 
The sessions will cover:

Let's Unpack Conflict Management
An overview of Group Governance
Community Leadership - running over 2
sessions we will look at:

How to work effectively as a team
 
Engaging with others, so that
everybody in your community group
feels included and valued
 
Motivating and engaging others 

In addition, we will also hold a follow up/check in
with Groups that completed our series of
Governance Training 20/21 - How are you doing
now and what questions do you have?
 
As soon as final arrangements are confirmed we
will share the full details with you and invite you to
book your place at the sessions. 
 
Looking forward to seeing many of you for these
sessions. 

PPN Submission
On implementing Charges for Recycling Centre

Use in Co. Wicklow
 
The first item on the WCC Agenda for Monday 3rd
October is to be a discussion on the possibility of
introducing charges for using the Wicklow
Recycling Centres.
 
Co Wicklow PPN has run extensive consultations
with communities this year and the subject of
waste management was brought up at a number
of them. The message we heard was that
recycling needs to be encouraged and there
should be more opportunities to do so. We think
that applying charges could discourage people
from recycling.
 
We pulled together some of the inputs from our
consultations into a brief submission and sent it to
the Wicklow County Council Elected Members
with the hope that it will help support and feed into
the discussions.

Access the

Submission

National Review of Local Authorities Strategic Policy Committees
 

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage is
undertaking a review of local authority Strategic Policy Committees 
(SPCs).  They are establishing a stakeholder working group which
will include representation of PPNs. Co. Wicklow PPN have put
forward 3 nominees for consideration by the Department for
inclusion on this working group. 
 
Unfortunately, only 3 PPN representatives from all 31 PPNs will be
selected to join the committee.   

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new
Events Calendar and Funding Sources, Monthly Work and Finance
reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training
resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th October.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Star Gazing at Glendalough
This weekend (Sat 1st or Sun 2nd October)

but is weather dependent.
 

With the Irish Astronomical Society and Dark Sky
Ireland

 
View the night sky through powerful telescopes. 
Members of the IAS will be on hand to answer any
questions you may have about astronomy and the
night sky.  
 
Dark Sky Ireland will also give a short talk about
light pollution and how it effects plants, animals,
humans and what we can do to help.
 
The event is Free of charge. Bring a torch and
insect repellent!
 
For more information, please phone 0404 45425
or email wickloweducationcentre@housing.gov.ie
 

Find out

more

Volunteers Lunch in Bray
organised by Bray Area Partnership

Engage Training
National Men's Health Training

On Thurs 24th November from 9am to 5pm
in the Glenview Hotel, Delgany 

 
Engage training aims to increase the number of
men accessing and engaging with healthcare
services.
 
This course will assist in engaging men more in
physical activity, mental health, substance misuse
and gambling awareness and healthy eating by
training staff in the community in how to engage
men more effectively in addressing their health
needs.

Find out

more

SafeTalk Suicide Alertness Training
Bray Emmets GAA Club

On Saturday 26th November
 

SafeTALK is a 3½ hour ‘suicide alertness’
programme that prepares participants (over the
age of 18 yrs.) to identify and engage with persons
who may be having thoughts of suicide.
Participants learn how to provide practical help by
using the steps of TALK (Tell, Ask, Listen and
Keep safe) and also gain information on the
supports and resources available locally,
regionally and nationally. These specific skills are
called suicide alertness and are taught with the
expectation that the persons learning them will
use them to help reduce suicide risk in their
community.

Find out

more &

Register

News from PPN Member Groups

Bray Tidy Towns 
Call for Volunteers

Wicklow Triple A Alliance
Autumn Calendar of Events

 
Wicklow Triple A Alliance offers support to
Individuals Family & Friends affected by Autism,
Asperger Syndrome & ADHD
 Events

Calendar

Delgany Community Council AGM
Thursday 6th October at 8pm

The Old Schoolhouse, Delgany

This is your opportunity to hear about what this group have done in
the last year. You will also have the chance to join their core
committee should you wish to do so. 
 
For more information email: delganycommunitycouncil@gmail.com

National News

Social Justice Ireland
Budget 2023 Analysis & Critique

 
Click on the button opposite to access Social
Justice Ireland's comprehensive analysis of
Budget 2023. 
 

 SJI Budget

Analysis

Environmental Rights Webinar Series 
Tuesdays (4th, 11th & 18th) in October

9.30am to 10.30am
 

Join Community Law and Mediation and guest
speakers for a webinar series on environmental
rights – specifically, on what is known as “the
Aarhus Convention.” Legal experts, journalists,
and activists will explain why environmental rights
matter and how individuals and organisations can
benefit from exercising these rights.
 
Oct 4 – Access to Information on the Environment

Oct 11 – Public Participation in Environmental
Decision-Making

Oct 18 – Access to Justice on Environmental
Matters

 
This webinar series is free and open to all.
However, they would strongly encourage those
with no prior knowledge of environmental rights or
the Aarhus Convention to join, as well as those
working with organisations or grassroots groups
on issues related to health, housing, social
inclusion, poverty, anti-discrimination, or equality.
 
Environmental rights are fundamentally connected
to these issues and may provide new
perspectives in thinking about how such issues
can be addressed. 

Find out

more about

the

webinars

Register

This Webinar
series is funded

by the
Community

Foundation for
Ireland

World Mental Health Day Webinar 2022
Trauma & Recovery: Pain Does Not Define Us

online on Monday 10th Oct from 12- 1:30pm
 
This lunchtime webinar will explore the concept of
trauma and the journey towards recovery,
including rebuilding or strengthening one's self-
esteem and self-confidence. The organisers have
invited experts in the area, both from a personal
experience perspective and professional capacity
to speak on the day.

 Find out

more &

Register

Cavan-OECD Roadmap on Strengthening Rural
Resilience against Global Challenges

 
The 13th OECD Rural Development Conference
has concluded with the delivery of the Cavan-
OECD Roadmap on Strengthening Rural
Resilience against Global Challenges.
 
The 2-day Conference was hosted by the
Government of Ireland and convened around 500
delegates from 30 OECD countries, including
Government ministers, senior policy makers and
stakeholders in the rural sector.
 
Centred on the objective of "building sustainable,
resilient and thriving rural places" the Roadmap
highlights the huge potential of rural areas in
renewable energy, the digital economy, and in
deploying new technologies as they seek to
respond to global shifts and shocks.

 Read the

Full Press

Release &

Access the

Roadmap

Fact sheets from The Water Forum  
 

Click on the name below to access the fact sheet:

An Introduction to the Water Framework
Directive
River Basin Management Plan
Water Management in Ireland

 Website

Policing Authority Newsletter
September 2022

 
This newsletter includes:

A link to the recording of the recent public
meeting the Policing Authority had with the
Garda Commissioner
Details of recent publications including the
Final Report on the Examination of the
Garda Síochána review of the closure
(including cancellation) of Computer Aided
Dispatch (CAD) incidents and the
Assessment of Policing Performance, for the
first half of 2022

 

 Access

Newsletter

Previously Listed ...

Irish Environmental Network events
 

Autumn Biodiversity Lunchtime Webinar Series:
Next Webinar on Wednesday 5th October

 
Join biodiversity experts for these lunchtime
webinars, and learn about our diverse habitats
and species, what is causing biodiversity loss,
and what can be done by government and
communities to help halt this loss.
 

Biodiversity Gathering in Athlone
Saturday October 8th - 10.30am till 3.30pm

also available to live stream
 

Hear about biodiversity in Ireland, the Citizens'
Assembly on Biodiversity Loss, and meet others
working on climate and biodiversity.  
 
Please Note: It's still possible to make a
submission to the Citizens' Assembly on
Biodiversity Loss

 Lunchtime

Webinars 

 Biodiversity

Gathering

Athlone 

Irish WaterBlitz 2022
7th to 10th October 2022

 
Closing Date for Registrations: Sunday 2nd

October.
 
Are you part of a community group that is
interested in checking the quality of your local
waterbody?
 
The Irish WaterBlitz 2022 event will be taking
place across the entire country over a four day
period from 7th to the 10th of October.
 
Interested groups can sign up to receive free
water quality testing kits to distribute to members
of their group who can test the waterbody or
catchment area that they champion. The data
collected will be uploaded to a shared online map
available to all participants where the power of
citizen science will help discover how good our
freshwater quality is across the country.

 Find out

more &

Register

Volunteer Ireland Awards 2022
Closing Date for nominations: Midnight Sunday

9th October
 
The Volunteer Ireland Awards are the major
annual initiative to celebrate volunteers in Ireland.
The awards shine a light on the remarkable
achievements of volunteers around the country by
honoring them at a national level.

Find out

more  

Coastwatch Annual Autumn Shore Survey
continues until 15th October

 
You can get involved by helping to survey a
stretch of shore anywhere around the coast, they
are all mapped right around the whole of Ireland.
Every bit of data is valuable in getting a better
picture of the status of the coast.
 
Join in and make it a more complete jigsaw!

 Find out

more &

Register

Foundations for Futures Europe (FFE)
Conference

in Maynooth University on Thurs 20th October
Free Event, but places are limited

 
The Foundations for Futures Europe final event
Thinking about Europe conference will reflect on
the work that EAPN Ireland, alongside European
partners, including Maynooth University, has
undertaken in the past year but will also create a
space for thinking about Europe's futures. This
consortium, which comprised of a combination of
universities and civil society organisations, has
worked with students, citizens, and new arrivals.
The project has engaged at all levels of society,
from institutions whose research helps to inform
policy makers, to the very people living on the
margins that these policies impact.

 Find out

more &

Register

Equality & Human Rights in the Public Service
eLearning 

Developed by the Irish Human Rights & Equality
Commission (IHREC)

 
The purpose of the eLearning is to build
understanding of equality and human rights
concepts, legislation and approaches to
implementing the Public Sector Duty.
 
The training is free and can be done in your own
time. 
 

Find out

more &

Register

Consultations 

Baseline Data About Social Enterprise in Ireland
 
A Baseline social enterprise research project is
being delivered on behalf of the Department of
Rural and Community Development by Amárach
Research, in partnership with Social Enterprise
Republic of Ireland (SERI) and the Irish Local
Development Network (ILDN).

This exercise will identify key data such as the
total number of social enterprises in Ireland, their
regional spread, the primary sectors they are
active in, their staffing levels and traded income.
 
As with the national census conducted
periodically, this census of the Social Enterprise
sector will help shape Government Policy on its
support of the sector into the future.

 Find out

more &

Take the

survey

Ireland’s 4th National Biodiversity Action Plan
Closing Date: Wednesday 9th November

 
The Department of Housing, Local Government
and Heritage are inviting any interested parties
(for example: individual persons, groups or
organisations) to provide comments and make
submissions on the 4th National Biodiversity
Action Plan.
 

 Find out

more &

have your

say

Previously Listed ...

Wellbeing in Ireland - What Counts?

In October 2020, the Irish Government published
its first paper on the introduction of a Wellbeing
Framework and, since then, has been working on
what should be included to measure how well
Ireland is doing in 11 key areas.
 
This short survey from Social Justice Ireland aims
to find out what you would like to be measured in
each of these areas to show what Wellbeing in
Ireland means to you.

 Find out

more &

Take the

survey

Roadmap for Social Inclusion Mid-term Review-
Public Consultation

Closing Date: Friday 7th October 
 
The Roadmap for Social Inclusion aims to reduce
consistent poverty to 2% or less by 2025.
 
The aim of the public consultation is to identify
what works well in achieving the Roadmap’s
goals, what areas of delivery could be improved
and what should be prioritised for the remainder of
the strategy.

 Find out

more

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

Enhanced Community Centre Fund
 

Under this enhanced Community Centres
Investment Fund grants will be provided for the
delivery of new build community centres in
targeted areas as well as upgrades or
improvement works to existing Community
Centres.
 
Ministers Humphreys and O'Brien also confirmed
that they have secured a further €20 million to
assist small community groups with €10 million of
this targeted at helping with energy bills.
 
These measures for community centres are
among the highlights of €390 million budget for
rural and community development.

Read the

Full Press

Release

Previously Listed ...

Community Biodiversity Grant Rounds 
Closing Date: Friday 7th October

With the support of the Department of Housing,
Local Government, and Heritage, The Community
Foundation’s Environment and Nature Fund has
been devised to enhance biodiversity in
communities throughout the country by combining
the expertise of qualified ecologists with the skills,
experience and enthusiasm of local community
groups.
 
There are currently two grant rounds open to
applications:

To develop Community Biodiversity Action
Plan and Projects (CBAPPs)
To implement recommendations from a
previous CBAPP 

Find out

more &

Apply

Youth Micro Grants Scheme
Closing Dates in September & October

 
Léargas operate a micro grants scheme to fund
youth activities and events in the Republic of
Ireland. In order to celebrate European Year of the
Youth, these grants are available from €500-
€5000.

Find out

more &

Apply

Eurospar Community Awards
Closing Date: Wednesday 19th October

Eurospar supermarkets all over Ireland have come together this
year to say thank you to those who go above and beyond to help the
people of their local communities.

Application forms are available in your local Eurospar shop.

Three national winners will be chosen and will win €1,000 each for
their nominated group or organisation. 

#OurEUStory Awards 2022
Closing Date: Friday 28th October

 
The #OurEUStory Awards celebrate the
transformational impact that EU-funded projects
have on communities and organisations across
Ireland.

The competition is open to civil society
organisations based in the Republic of Ireland
who have taken part in an EU-funded project or
activity.

Find out

more &

Apply

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email
to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject 'Unsubscribe'.

 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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