Wicklow Aquanauts
Wicklow Aquanauts are a scuba diving club based in Greystones. We have been
contributing to The National Science Monitoring Scheme since May 2016, when
that scheme came into operation. To date we have completed 84 underwater
surveys of wildlife. This includes both plants and animals. We have completed
53 surveys in Greystones Harbour and 31 in Carrig Eden Bay. These records
contribute to the information recorded on the National Biodiversity website at
https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/
'Life under water' as a sustainable development goal (14) includes both fresh
water and the sea. The sea is of importance to all the people on the planet as a
source of food, recreation, transport and sport. This is especially relevant to
Ireland as we are surrounded by sea.
Greystones Harbour: The number and variety of species in the harbour is
fairly constant. We see seals and conger eels from time to time and the harbour
maintains several species of fishes. But some species do seem to come and go.
Whelks have been wiped out due to overfishing. This may not seem important,
but it impacts on other species that would have depended on them for food.
Scallops also were dredged up by fishing boats. Thankfully a few can now be
seen around the harbour mouth. The invasive seaweed Sargassum muticum
was first seen in May 2017. It is now rare in the harbour. The theory is it does
not tolerate heat.
Carrig Eden Bay: This site is more exposed to winter storms as it is not
enclosed. A lot of the seaweeds are lost during the winter, but feathery
seaweeds grow back very quickly in the summer. This site has a lot of edible
and velvet swimming crabs. Anemones thrive on the sheltered side of the
rocks. Dog fish and their egg cases can be seen and often large fish such as
bass, wrasse and bib.
We would regard this wildlife as part of our heritage and hope that it will
receive the care and attention that it merits.

