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Date of Meeting 
 

06 09 2022  

 
 

Other Attendees at 
Meeting 

Cllr. Sylvester Bourke, Cllr. Gerry O’Neill, Cllr. Patsy Glennon, , Michael Byrne, 

(Agriculture/Farming Community), Councillor Edward Timmins, (Chair) Tessa Stewart, 

(PPN rep Environment/Conservation )   Conor MCCarthy 

Business/Commercial(Chambers) 

In attendance (WCC) Breege Kilkenny, Director of Services; Marc Devereux, Senior Engineer; 

Jackie Carroll, Senior Executive Officer; Sorcha Walsh, Senior Planner;   

Apologies: Cllr. Shay Cullen 
 

 

Agenda Item Notes Outcome 
/Decision 

Action required. 

 

2. Received 

presentation on PURE 

(Protecting Uplands 

and Rural 

Environments) project, 

from Ian Davis, 

founder and manager 

 

 

PURE is an environmental project established to 
combat illegal dumping in the Wicklow/Dublin 
uplands. It is funded by the Dept of Environment. 
There have been reductions every year in illegal 
dumping since they started in 2006. They are now 
using technology like GPs and CCTV in their work, and 
using multi-media to contact young people.  Hey have 
a huge number of community initiatives which can be 
checked on their website. 
They get a lot of free publicity through their work with 
national media, and are now going to be copied as a 
model elsewhere. They follow-through on 
prosecutions with the council, whom they work with 
closely. 

 

  

Item 3 Update on 
Tree Policy from Jim 
Callery, Environmental 
Awareness Officer.  

 

 

The Council are now taking actions laid down in the 5 
year action plan and an Approved protocol. The new 
development design standards are to address GI and 
Climate resilience.  
They are initiating the  
-Digital survey inventory, and Blue sky mapping, 

  



 

 
purchase and development process 
-Recruiting consultants for a tree survey in each MD, 
Bray has already surveyed its trees. -Heritage Officer 
has tendered for hedgerow surveys and consultants 
for conservation of sites such as Bray Head SAC. 
-Public planned tree maintenance will be set out one 
month in advance 
Community engagement: 
-Create a section on Wicklow.ie dedicated to trees 
-Promote funding for tree planting. 
There was a comprehensive discussion on Tree 
protection Orders (TPO’s.) 12 new TPO’s have been 
approved. 

 

 
Item 4    Update on 
Arklow Flood Relief 
Scheme 
Marc Devereaux gave 

a presentation 

 

The scheme is going in parallel with the waste water 
treatment plant, which is being handled by Irish Water. 
This scheme is a joint project with OPW. Consultation 
submissions: They received 70 pages of submissions in 
one submission, which was replied to with 70 pages. 
They have tried to implement suggestions form the 
public as far as possible, and to protect biodiversity. 
They will put in glass panels to protect properties, 
instead of a wall, and have made special arrangement 
for walking and viewing areas. There are biodiversity 
habitat areas built into the flood prevention rock 
armour, in the tidal zones. 
 
The Debris and gravel trap will be the same as used in 
the Dargle Slang, which catches tree debris, and needs 
to be cleared regularly. It will take 3 years to complete 
the project as they are only allowed to work on the 
bridge in summer, to protect the fish. Including 
planning and implementation the works could 
continue until 2027. 

 

  

Item 5. Update on Co. 
Development Plan 
2022-2027 

 

 

 

 
Item 5 Update on Co. Development Plan 2022-2027 

Vote is next Monday.  
Q and A . Asbestos can go into landfill if it is 
properly wrapped, the only risk to humans is in 
inhaling it. AirBnB new regulations: if you rent out 
a shed that is not part of the main house then you 
need planning permission, through Wicklow 
Council Planning Dept. They are tasked with 
enforcing this, you need a license from Bord 
Failte. This is checked online on relevant websites, 
or if there are complaints from neighbours.  For 
Planning permission you need suitable effluent 
disposal facilities. 
Councillor Timmins says that in West Wicklow 
people want to be able to continue to use 
outhouses in the summer for tourism, which is 

  



good for the area. They do not go ahead with 
applying for planning permission, they just stop 
using those facilities. The reason is that they don’t 
want a full-time tenant, and the properties really 
are only good for summer use. The aim of the 
legislation is to make more spaces available for 
people to rent, but the unintended consequence 
is there is less space being offered. 
 

 

AOB 
 

   

 
Questions & Feedback 
needed from PPN 
member groups 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date of Next Meeting 
 

 6 Dec. 

Signature of PPN Rep 
 

Tessa Stewart 

 


