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• A Registered Charity (CHY 13967)

• Est. in 2000 in order to support the non-profit sector in Ireland and 
encourage the growth of philanthropy in Ireland

• Part of a global movement of Community Foundations

• CFI awards grants to non-profit organisations via: 

• An Endowed Fund
• Donor Advised Funds 

• CFI run a number of open grant rounds throughout the year. For more 
see www.foundation.ie/grants



Our Values

• Integrity - we see trust, transparency and accountability as the 
cornerstone of our work.

• Collaboration – we listen and learn, building relationships and 
encouraging others to do the same across the sector.

• Diversity & Inclusion – we embrace diverse perspectives, voices 
and experiences, aiming to support those most vulnerable within our 
society.  

• Leadership – we aim to provide and support leadership across the 
non-profit sector. 

“We believe in a fair, caring and a vibrant Ireland for now and the 
future”



• Grants Awarded in 2021:

➢ 800 individual grants

➢ €18m in total

➢ Average grant of €24k

• Over €86 million of grant aid distributed since 2000

• CFI run a number of ‘open grant rounds’ throughout the year. For more 

information see: www.communityfoundation.ie/grants

The Community Foundation for 
Ireland – 2021 In Numbers



Please email any questions to 
Covidresponse@foundation.ie

How philanthropy can make a difference

Philanthropy can make a strategic impact in the following ways:

• Direct large amounts of funding towards tackling a social issue

• Encourage good-willed donors to support strategic and impactful projects

• Bring like-minded donors together to tackled social issues collaboratively

• Provide sustained funding to organisations through strong partnerships

• Provide seed-funding for organisations or pilots

• Direct funding towards lesser known and unpopular issue areas



Opportunities for funding

• Grant round applications
• Occur periodically throughout the year
• Usually around key issues or beneficiary groups
• Usually highly competitive

• Unsolicited applications
• If and when funding is required
• Builds a relationship with the funder
• May not be funding available



Staying aware of opportunities

• Chat with CFI

• Monthly opportunity to present your work to CFI 
staff, especially if there is a key project or need at 
hand

• Website open round information

• In 2022, we will be running open rounds for the 
following types of projects:
• Community green spaces
• Older Person's Fund
• Biodiversity grants
• Merger fund
• Stay tuned for info about Ukraine response



Understanding Criteria

Understanding the criteria to key to applying for funding. The 
better a project fits the criteria, the more likely a project is to be 
funded.
Each grant round will have explicit criteria set out this will explain:
• What kind of projects a funder is looking for
• Some examples of eligible projects
• What types of projects or organisations might

be prioritised
• How much an organisation can apply for
• What kind of projects won’t be funded
• Timelines



Writing an application

Application forms tend to follow a similar structure:

1. Organisation

2. Project

3. Need

4. Budget

5. Outcomes and Impact

6. Governing documents



• Answer each part of the question, keep an eye out for information notes

• Include lots of detail- especially in the project description and in the 

budget

• Show how your project specifically fits the criteria

• Use statistics, research and other evidence for why the project is 

needed

• Explain outputs, outcomes and impacts

• Submit well ahead of the deadline

• If your application is unsuccessful in an open grant round, request 

feedback and incorporate into next attempt

Top tips for writing an application



• Be aware of upcoming grant rounds and key dates

• Make yourself known to funders

• Make your organisations challenges known to funders

• When applying, stick closely to the criteria

• Make sure your organisation and your project are eligible

• Include detail and evidence in your application

• Show the need and the impact 

Summary



Q and A



Application Form
Example 1



Application Form
Example 2
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