
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending

25th March 2022

Welcome to our latest news update 
 
Since our last update so much has happened, the focus of many
communities has turned to responding to the needs of Ukrainian's
who have been forced to flee their homes and many of them are
now arrived in our local communities.  The Wicklow Refugee
Resettlement Interagency Working Group has reconvened to share
information about supports available in the community and identify
where there might be gaps or challenges, and we are getting calls
and responses to the Survey, that ourselves and Wicklow Volunteer
Centre distributed, from individuals and community groups offering
supports and assistance. This information will be compiled and
shared with the Interagency group.  We have included a new
section in our update - Ireland's Response to the situation in
Ukraine.  We continue to be blown away by the generosity of
people. 
 
We have rescheduled our planned Peer Support and Networking
session for Groups tasked with the responsibility of managing
community centres and facilities - it is going online on Thursday
31st March at 7.30pm.  We are really looking forward to hearing
from you and providing an opportunity for groups to catch up and
share their experiences, challenges and successes over the last
few years and their plans for the future.  Click on the booking link in
the PPN News section below to join us on this call.  
 
A heads up to keep your April Wednesday evenings free for our
Wednesday Online Workshops (WOW!).  We are finalising plans to
bring you a number of information and training sessions on funding,
risk management and insurance.   
 
Looking forward to meeting you online over the coming weeks. 
 
News just in this afternoon: The Wicklow County Council 2022
Community Awards Scheme has opened for applications.  Details
and the application form are available in the Funding Opportunities
section of this update.  Best of luck. 

To catch up on all the PPN news, open funding schemes and
consultations, and other local and national news scroll through the
update or click on the links below to jump straight to a specific
section:  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information  
Ireland's Response to the situation in Ukraine

Co Wicklow PPN News

Online Peer Support & Networking session for
Community Groups responsible for Community

Centres & Facilities
 

Thursday 31st March from 7.30pm to 9.30pm
 

We have rescheduled this session and hope that
you will join us.

 
Calling all groups responsible for the
management of Community Centres, Halls and
Facilities to come together online to share their
experiences, talk about their challenges, learn
from each other, and discuss future plans. 

Register

How are Co Wicklow Community Groups
Responding to the Ukrainian Crisis?

 
Co Wicklow PPN and Wicklow Volunteer Centre
are reaching out to community and voluntary
groups to identify initiatives/supports available in
response to the Ukrainian crisis from community
and voluntary groups in Co. Wicklow.
We wish to identify and support community groups
and volunteers that have set up/are interested in
setting up responses to the current crisis.

Access

the survey

PPN Representative Reports
 

Your PPN representatives continue to attend
various county policy and decision-making
committees.

We have uploaded the latest Representative
report from the Local Sports Partnership.

Access the

Report

Let your voice be heard

on this important consultation

Closing Date: Thursday 21st April at 5pm 

Click Here to access the Survey

 or pick up a hard copy in your Local Library or
Municipal District Office.

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our new
Events Calendar and Funding Sources, Monthly Work and Finance
reports, Representative Reports, Submissions, News and Training
resources.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th April.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Lets get buzzing. Community Actions for
Biodiversity

Saturday 9th April 10am to 2.30pm
Roundwood Parish Hall

 
This half day workshop organised by the
Climate Action team of Wicklow County
Council aims to support community led
actions for biodiversity and climate action
in Co. Wicklow.  The focus will be on
practical actions to improve biodiversity in
Wicklow with lots of opportunities to
network and to share knowledge and
experience among interested community &
voluntary groups and individuals.  

Find out more

Booking is Required
as places are limited. 

To book: email
eao@wicklowcoco.ie 

Making Waves Youth Theatre, Greystones
Open Day

on Sunday 27 March from 2-4.30pm
 
Making Waves Youth Theatre is delighted to
announce the launch of its new workshop and
rehearsal home, provided by Tiglin, in
Coolnagreina on Trafalgar Road, Greystones. To
celebrate, they are holding an Open Day in
Coolnagreina.
 
Teenagers aged between 14 and 18 years are
invited to stop by and participate in a sample
drama workshop alongside group members and
they will then have an opportunity to see some
scene readings in rehearsal.

 

ARCHES Recovery Education in
Community Healthcare East Mental Health

Services.
programme for Recovery Week Monday March

28th to Friday April 1st.
 

These sessions share ideas and information on
helpful supports and trainings and are a great
opportunity to learn about how recovery is
supported in our community and perhaps
explore recovery education workshops. 

Find out

more

Signal Arts Centre, Bray
 

An Exhibition by the Signal Arts Society running
from Monday 28th March to Sunday 10th April
2022.
 
The Signal Arts Centre 30th Anniversary Gala
on Saturday 9th April
in the Park View Hotel, Newtownmountkennedy
Contact 01-2762039 to book your seat.
 
For more information visit the Signal Arts Centre
Website.

Previously Listed ...

Wicklow Garda Youth Awards
Closing date extended to Friday 29th April

 
The Award categories are:

Individual
Group
Special Achievement and
Community Safety Initiative

Young person must be age 13-21 and
permanently reside in Co. Wicklow.

For a
nomination
form please

email
Emma.j.skinne

r@garda.ie 

Wicklow Family Club 
a new group in Wicklow Town

launching their activities during April

Fundamentals of Volunteer Engagement
Free Online Training 

March 29th & 31st

This is a free course designed to meet the needs
of Volunteer Involving Organisations and
Volunteer Managers in our changing world. It is a
two-module course for those who are new to the
topic of volunteer management and leadership or
who wish to improve their skillset, the training
takes place online and each module runs for 2 ½
hours.
 
The sessions are delivered by trainers from the
Volunteer Centre Network and Volunteer Ireland
and the following topics are covered:
 
• Planning for volunteer involvement
• Changes in volunteering
• Diversity and inclusion in volunteering
• Volunteer motivations
• Volunteer and organisation expectations
• Barriers to volunteering
• Volunteer engagement
• Screening and selection
• Day to day engagement of volunteers
 
The capacity for registration has been increased
from 30 to 40 and the sessions are booking up
fast.

 

Book your

place

 

 Codling Wind Park Information Clinics 
 
The clinics will take place in Greystones, Kilcoole
and Wicklow Town on the second, third and fourth
Wednesdays (respectively) of every month,
between 10am and 12pm.
 
To see the specific venues and book an
appointment, simply click on the link opposite or
contact Liz Dillon on 087 10 11473 or by email to:
liz.dillon@codlingwindpark.ie to arrange a
meeting in person, on the phone or online.

Find out

more &

Book

National News

Launch of Volunteer Ireland nomination portal for recognition of
volunteers who made a contribution during the COVID pandemic

Closing Date for Nominations: Wednesday 13th April

Minister of State in the Department of Rural and Community
Development, Joe O’ Brien TD, has launched the Volunteer Ireland
nomination web portal which will accept nominations from relevant
organisations of volunteers who have made a contribution to their
community during the pandemic. Selected volunteers will then be
invited to attend events in their County during national volunteer
week.
 
In line with the National Volunteering Strategy, the events will help
to promote and highlight the unique value and contribution of
volunteers to Irish society, they will also provide an opportunity for
Government to acknowledge how important volunteering is to the
well-being of our communities.

 Find out more

Census 2022 
on Sunday 3 April 2022 

 
This is a major undertaking for the Central
Statistics Office, which involves counting every
person in the State on that night (Census Night).
The CSO is requesting everyone's assistance in
promoting and maximising awareness of, and
participation in, the census, which is so important
for our communities, our counties, and our country.

 Census

Website

The website is
available in
English & Irish
and includes
an info page in
22 other
languages.

Public Webinar Series: Diversity in Politics
 
The Immigrant Council of Ireland in partnership
with DCU are hosting a series of webinars (4 in
total) on Diversity in Politics in Ireland, Migrants
Voting & Running for elections; Women in Politics;
Political Party Membership and How to Run a
Successful Political campaign. These
comprehensive webinars, taking place between
March and April 2022, will be delivered by various
local councillors and migrant leaders in Ireland.  
 
Two of the webinars have already been held,
recordings are available.  It is still possible to book
for the remaining two workshops.

 Find out

more:

access

recordings

& register

 

Alone Free Digital Skills Training
 
The charity ALONE is working in partnership with
Vodafone to provide digital skills training
workshops for organisations that work with older
people.  These workshops will focus on helping
older people to get online.
 
ALONE and Active Retirement Ireland have
partnered with Vodafone to deliver a new
nationwide 5 year digital skills training programme
for older people called Hi Digital.

 Find out

more

 

Support to help Family Carers
to talk to their GP
Zoom Workshop

on Tuesday 29th March 10.30am to 12.30pm
 
This workshop aims to empower family carers to
communicate effectively with their GP. 

 Register 

 

The National Youth Council of Ireland
 ‘8 Steps to Inclusive Youth Work’ resource

 
The NYCI launched this resource to mark Anti-
Racism Month. This resource will support youth
workers to build responsive, diverse and inclusive
youth settings as part of the fight against injustice
and inequality in society. The resource includes
tools and templates to support inclusive youth
work, examples of inclusive practice from 16
organisations, a mini podcast series and a
checklist of key indicators for assessing equality
and inclusive youth work.  

 Access

the

resource

Previously Listed ...

Earth Hour 2022
 Saturday 26th March

 
Held every year on the last Saturday of March,
Earth Hour engages millions of people in more
than 190 countries and territories, switching off
their lights to show support for our planet. 

 

 Find out

more 

Fundamentals of Microvolunteering
Free online event

on April 13th, 2022 at 2.30pm
 

organised by Volunteer Ireland
 
Join this event to find out more about
microvolunteering and how you can introduce
these roles to your organisation/group.
 
Microvolunteering Day is recognised every year
on April 15th and promotes awareness of the
microvolunteering concept and how it can enable
worthy causes and individuals to better the world
via bite-sized actions.

 

 

 Find out

more &

Register

Consultations 

21 Actions to tackle racism survey
Institute of Antiracism and Black Studies (IABS)

 
IABS are conducting a brief survey to capture 21
actions to tackle racism in the workplace in Ireland
as part of the observation of the International Day
of the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on
March 21st. You can complete the survey in two
minutes. 

 Access

the

Survey

Previously Listed ...

Draft River Basin Management Plan for Ireland
2022–2027

Closing Date: Thursday 31st March 
 

The Local Authority Waters Programme
(LAWPRO) has distilled information in the draft
river basin management plan and presented it in
an innovative online platform.
 
You can access background information on water
quality, both nationally and in your county, and
find out what’s in the plan. There is mixed media
that includes video, PowerPoint, images, and text.
And there is an easy-to-use online submission
form to submit your views and comments. Get
involved and have your say on water quality
matters and this plan.
 
Please Note: Donal O'Keeffe our Local
Community Water Officer will be holding a local
consultation/discussion for PPN member groups
before the end of the year.  As soon as we have
the final details we will share them with you. 

 

Click HERE to
visit the Virtual
Consultation
Room where
you can find
out more and

make a
submission.   

Review of Building Regulations Part M (Access
and Use) to make provision for a changing places

toilet in certain buildings
 

Closing Date: Thursday 12th May at 5pm
 
A changing places toilet offers larger supported
facilities that address the needs of people for
whom current accessible sanitary accommodation
is inadequate. These facilities enable people with
complex care needs to take part in everyday
activities such as travel, shopping, family days out
or attending a sporting event.

 

Find out

more &

have

your say

Youth Attitudes towards Drugs
 

Calling Out to Young People and Groups Working
with Young People

 
Wicklow Comhairle na nÓg is asking the Young
People of Wicklow to share their views on drugs
as an issue in our communities by completing this
5 minute survey.
 
At a recent Joint Policing Committee meeting
people heard about the criminal justice aspect of
drugs as well as the supports and services for
those suffering from addiction. Young people
feature heavily in both of those elements.
 
Comhairle na nÓg believe that the voices of
young people must be included in any future
responses to the issues around drugs in our
County.

 

Take the

survey

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.
 
Please note you can also access the 'Let's Develop our Vision for
our Community online survey on this site.

Funding Opportunities

Community Awards Scheme 2022
Wicklow County Council

Closing Date: Friday 29th April at 4pm
 
As part of its commitment to supporting local
community development, Wicklow County Council
operates an annual Community Awards Scheme.  
The fund for 2022 will be available as grant aid to
successful community groups and local
organisations wishing to undertake community
projects in their area.
The aim of the Fund is to support community and
voluntary groups in Co Wicklow who wish to
undertake projects that will:

Carry out a service or activity that makes a
contribution to the quality of life in their local
community.
Increase voluntary activity, 
Target the socially excluded and increase
their opportunities and particularly those
who target anti-racism and accessibility
issues. 
Recognise the valuable contribution of
community and voluntary organisations in
Wicklow in some way.

The maximum grant available is €500 per
organisation – one application only per
organisation.
 
Click on the links opposite to access the
application form and more information.  The
application form is also available on Wicklow
County Council’s website
 
Any queries should be made to the Office of
Community, Cultural & Social Development
Wicklow County Council, County Buildings,
Wicklow at 0404 20208 or
ccsdadmin@wicklowcoco.ie

Application

form in

Word

format

Application

form in pdf

format

.IE Digital Town Awards
Closing Date Extended to: Friday 1st April

These Awards celebrate the digital achievements
of local towns and citizens across the country.
The .IE Digital Town Awards has a total prize fund
of €100,000 across 14 categories to honour local
towns and people that, through digital projects
and innovation, have contributed to
enhancements in areas such as e-health, digital
tourism, community, education, and digital
business. 

Find out

more 

Equity in Education Fund
Closing Date Extended to: Thursday 7th April 

 
This Fund aims to support not-for-profit
organisations working with young people from
Traveller, Roma and Migrant/Refugee
backgrounds as well as those experiencing rural
disadvantage to enhance access to education for
young people experiencing educational
disadvantage based on their cultural identity or
geographical location.
 

Find out

more &

Apply

Music Capital Grants Scheme
Closing Date: Thursday 21st April

 
The Music Capital Scheme provides funding for
the purchase of musical instruments to individual
professional performing musicians and non-
professional performing groups.
 
Established in 2008, the Music Capital Scheme is
supported by the Department of Tourism, Culture,
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media and managed by
Music Network. 

Find out

more &

Apply

An online event to support
Music Capital Scheme

Award 1 applicants (non-
professional performing
groups) will be held on

Friday 1st April from 10am
to 1pm. 

 
This seminar aims to help
non-professional
performing music groups
develop important key skills
which will contribute to the
sustainability of
organisations and raise the
profile of music groups, as
well as focusing on some
essential elements of the
Music Capital Scheme
application process. 

Register

To register for a free one-to-one
session, email Sarah Ledwidge at

Music Network:
programmesadmin@musicnetwork.ie

Previously Listed ...

Community Centres Investment Fund 2022
 

Minister Humphreys unveils €150 million package
of supports for rural communities

 
This new capital Fund will invest €15 million in
the upgrade and refurbishment of community
buildings across the country so that thousands of
people of all ages can benefit. Under the Fund
groups and organisations based in both rural and
urban communities can apply for grants ranging
from €10,000 to €300,000.
 
Application forms will be available online in the
coming weeks.
 
(Our Community Centres & Hall Peer Support &
Networking session could be a timely opportunity
to discuss this funding in further detail!)

Find out

more 

Rural & Community Funding
2022 Funding Calendar 

 
The Calendar sets out some of the Department of
Rural and Community Development supports
available in 2022.
 
The Dept. hope that this calendar will assist
stakeholders by providing timeframes in which to
develop high quality and impactful funding
proposals.
 
Stakeholders are advised to assess the suite of
supports as a whole and plan their applications on
that basis.
 
For more details on specific schemes click HERE.

Access

the

Calendar

Artist in the Community (AIC) Scheme
Managed by Create on behalf of the Arts Council
Closing Date: Monday 28th March at 5pm (Round

1)
 
 
The aim of the AIC scheme is to encourage
meaningful collaboration between communities of
place and/or interest and artists. It is essential that
consultation take place between the artist and the
community, so that both parties are involved in
deciding on the nature of the project’s realisation.
Group ownership of the art should be maintained
at every stage.
 
The AIC scheme is open to artists from any of the
following artform disciplines: architecture, circus,
street art and spectacle, dance, film, literature
(Irish and English language), music, opera,
theatre, visual arts and traditional arts.
 
A further round of this scheme will be open for
applications later in the year, The closing date for
Round 2 will be Monday 26th September.

 
 

 

Find out

more &

Apply

 

Clár Funding Programme
Closing Date: See specific Measures detailed

below
 
CLÁR provides funding for small scale
infrastructural projects in rural areas that have
experienced significant levels of population
decline.
 
The Measures being funded under the 2022
CLÁR Programme are:
 
Measure 1: Developing Community Facilities &
Amenities
Applications will only be accepted directly from
Local Authorities under Measure 1. Please
contact Wicklow County Council for the Scheme
Outline and further information.
 
Measure 2: Mobility, Cancer Care and Community
First Responders Transport
Closing Date: Friday 8th April 
Click HERE to access Measure 2 scheme outline
 
Measure 3: “Our Islands”

Find out

more 

Wicklow

Clár

Areas 

Measure 2

Application

Form

Training Links programme
Closing Date: Friday 29th April at 5pm

 
The Training Links programme funds and
supports networks of community and voluntary
organisations to undertake training together, in
order to address a specific workforce training goal.

To apply for a grant, you must be a member of
a Training Network with a minimum of 10
members (eligibility criteria apply). 
 
The themes covered in the 2022 – 2024
programme include: 

Digital transformation     
Leadership and management     
The challenge of Brexit    
Earned income, fundraising and statutory
funding    
Safe and effective working environments in
a COVID-19 context  
Driving the development of the Green
Economy and the adoption of sustainable
practices within organisations. 

Find out

more &

Apply

 

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
Closing Dates:

 
Measure 1 and the Project Development  Monday

18th April at 5.15pm 
 

Measures 2 & 3: Wednesday 25th May at 5.15pm.
 

To apply, please contact your Local
Authority or Local Development
Company depending on which measure you are
interested in.

 
The 2022 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure
Scheme (ORIS) will see the development of
natural amenities such as our mountains, lakes,
beaches, bogs, walkways, greenways and
blueways.
 
It will support activities such as hiking,
mountaineering, kayaking, swimming and cycling,
which were especially popular among families
throughout the Pandemic.
 
The projects that will be supported under ORIS
are designed to benefit the health and wellbeing
of the communities in which they are located.

Find out

more

about

this

Scheme

Mental Health Grants for Community & Voluntary
Agencies

opening for applications Monday 31st January 
 
The goal of this Mental Health Ireland Grant
Scheme is to support local community initiatives
working to progress the objectives of Sharing the
Vision and Connecting for Life. 
 
The aim is to provide grants to projects which can
make a meaningful impact in the lives of
individuals and communities improving mental
health and wellbeing. 
 
This scheme is only available to smaller
Registered Charities, with an annual turnover of
less than €2 million and is for a project with ‘once
off’ expenditure and no recurring funding
requirements.

 
 

Find out

more

 

Access Europe Unlocking EU Funding
Closing Date: Varies dates

 
Access Europe is a support and capacity-building
programme for Irish civil society organisations to
better access EU funds and engage in EU policy.
It is funded by the Department of Foreign Affairs
and delivered by The Wheel.

Find out

more 

 

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To access details on the latest developments
click on the image below.

COVID-19 Symptoms: For details of symptoms visit the HSE
Website.
 
Co Wicklow Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative,
launched in response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County
Council has a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of
information, tips and supports to mind your mental & physical health
as well as promoting community resilience. Find it HERE.

Ireland's Response to the situation of
Ukraine 

Irish Government information for people fleeing the Ukraine can be
found HERE.

Citizen Information: Coming to Ireland from Ukraine

NYCI (National Youth Council of Ireland): To support youth workers
working with young people who are keenly aware of the unfolding
crisis in Ukraine, they have produced the following guide on
discussing war with young people. Click HERE to access the guide.

Pledge your Spare Room or Vacant Property to
the Irish Red Cross Migration Programme

 
The Irish Red Cross is seeking spare rooms and
vacant property pledges so that they can help
people arriving in Ireland integrate in our
communities.
 
When matching pledges, they always consider the
best interests of hosts and their communities, and
the best interests of the people we are serving. If
we find a successful match, the Irish Red Cross
Migration Team will be on hand to support all
parties at every step.

Find out

more &

Register

Free Public Transport for Arriving refugees

The National Transport Authority has taken the decision today to
allow free travel for newly arriving Ukrainian refugees on any
subsidised public transport service, from their port of entry to their
end destination.

Intending passengers will be asked to present the driver or other
relevant employee with the following:

1. Ukrainian passport or other Ukrainian government issued ID and
evidence of arrival in Ireland within the previous seven days or

2. confirmation of status from a co-ordinating group or charity
involved in the Ukrainian crisis.

This initiative applies across all PSO contracted services and TFI
Local Link services are also included in the arrangement.

How are Co Wicklow Community Groups
Responding to the Ukrainian Crisis?

 
Co Wicklow PPN and Co Wicklow Volunteer
Centre are reaching out to community and
voluntary groups to identify initiatives/supports
available in response to the Ukrainian crisis from
community and voluntary groups in Co. Wicklow.
We wish to identify and support community groups
and volunteers that have set up/are interested in
setting up responses to the current crisis.

Access

the survey

Ukraine Supports and Connections in Bray is a (Facebook) group
for sharing local supports and connections for our friends from
Ukraine who are now living in Bray

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email
to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject 'Unsubscribe'.

 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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