
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending

10th December 2021

Welcome to our latest update. 

Signs of Christmas are appearing all around us, its lovely to see our
towns and villages lit up, feel the excitement of imminent family
gatherings (even if curtailed again this year) and the anticipation of
some free time to enjoy the natural beauty all around us in
Wicklow.  
 
We will hold our final meeting (Secretariat) of the year next Tuesday
evening and our attention is now on our 2022 workplan.  Please
remember to complete our Annual Members' Survey to be in with a
chance to win one of our 3 prizes of €100 for your group and to let
us know your group's needs and suggestions in relation to the PPN
workplan for 2022.  You can access the link to our Survey in the
PPN News section below. 
 
Regrettably, but understandably the National PPN Conference
subgroup took the difficult decision this week to cancel plans for the
holding of this conference in Co. Wicklow during 2022.  The good
news is, assuming a return to 'normality' we will host this event in
2023. 

To catch up on all the PPN news, open funding schemes and
consultations, and other local and national news scroll through the
update or click on the links below to jump straight to a specific
section:  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information

Co Wicklow PPN News

PPN Annual Members' Survey
 

Please avail of this opportunity to share your
group's needs with us and help shape our
workplan for 2022.
 
Member groups that complete and return the
survey by midnight Sunday 9th January 2022 will
be in with a chance of winning one of three €100
prizes for your Community Group's activities.  
 
Your group must have a bank/credit union account
to receive the prize. 

 

Take our Annual Members' Survey

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports,
Submissions, News, Training resources and COVID-19 support
information.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th December.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar.  If you need the password for this
section of the website, please email or call us. 
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Volunteer Marshalls needed for the Greystones
Vaccination Centre

 
To find out more email: 
fiona@volunteerwicklow.ie or
yvonne@volunteerwicklow.ie or
dean@volunteerwicklow.ie or
call: 086 3258803

 

Exploring
Christmas

Crafts online
workshop

Tuesday 14th
December

from 3.30pm to
5pm

 
Hosted by
Bray Area

Partnership &
The Recovery

Centre
 

This online
workshop for
children and
families will
cover how to

make
Christmas

decorations
from waste
materials,
reducing,

reusing and
recycling.

To attend you must live in Bray/Greystones Municipal District areas
and be a member of a new community, unemployed, low income,
disadvantaged family, lone parent, living in a disadvantaged area, a
Traveller, a person with a disability, Roma or a substance misuser to
take part. To learn more see images above and/or call Lorna on 083
3925988 or Jennifer on 083 3936923 or email
lornalafferty@brayareapartnership.ie or
jenniferjones@brayareapartnership.ie to book your place.

 

Christmas Fair
at

Signal Arts Centre, Bray

Monday, 6th December - Friday,
24 December 2021

10am - 5pm

 

Autumn Nature Walk in West Wicklow
West Wicklow Environmental Network

 
"On October 9th, Patrick Hunt - garden designer,
educationalist, and nature lover - led an
informative walk around the extensive grounds of
St Patrick’s Missionary Society in Kiltegan, Co
Wicklow. 20 members of West Wicklow
Environment Network attended. 
 
To read the full article prepared by Emma Smith, a
member of WWEN, clink on the button opposite.
 
If you would like to find out more about West
Wicklow Environmental Network, email
westwicklowen@gmail.com to be added to the
mailing list, or follow West Wicklow Environmental
Network on Facebook.

Access

Emma's

full

article

Funding Announcement for the County ...
 
Minister Humphreys announced €1 million in
Capital Funding for Social Enterprises across the
Country.

The Wicklow projects included in this funding are:

Bee Sanctuary
Bray Area Partnership
Bray Lakers
Glencree Peace & Reconciliation Centre
Tinahely Community Recycling Centre

Find out

more

Minister Humphreys announced a national
allocation of €2.6 million for the development of
the first ever Town Centre First Plans.
 
Congratulations to Blessington on receipt of
funding (€5,520) under this scheme with aims to
deliver the first ever Town Centre First Plans,
which will be key to tackling dereliction and
revitalising town centres.

Find out

more

Congratulations to all involved.

National News

National Adult Literacy Agency
Free Courses

 
Adult education changes lives. NALA can help
with everyday reading, writing, maths and
computer skills. You can learn in the comfort of
your own home, with a tutor over the phone or in
your local centre, at your own pace.

Find out

more 

 

Community Support & Health Services Webinar
Tuesday 14th December at 12 noon

Age Friendly Ireland
 

This Webinar is part of the 'A spotlight on Age
Friendly Ireland Policy to Practice'

Find out

more &

register

 

Two Opportunities for Creative Individuals from
Underrepresented Communities in Ireland

 
LEAP Artist Workshop

Registration Deadline 30 January 2022
 

The workshop will take place in person in Galway
City from 4-7 April 2022

 
Baboró International Arts Festival for Children is
launching a new artist development programme,
LEAP, and seeking to build relationships with
other organisations to cast a wider, more inclusive
net in reaching artists interested in creating
theatre/performances for children and young
people. 
 
LEAP is in partnership with Moonfish Theatre
Company and NUI Galway and is a paid 4-day
workshop and community-building project for
creative individuals from underrepresented,
ethnically diverse communities or migrant
backgrounds curious about creating work for
young audiences. 

 
 
 
 

 

Find out

more 

 

Raising Voices Fellowship 2022
 
Children’s Books Ireland has announced a new
mentorship scheme for underrepresented
children’s authors and illustrators in Ireland. 
 
Presented in partnership with Illustrators Ireland,
Publishing Ireland, the Dublin Book Festival and
the Tyrone Guthrie Centre, the Raising Voices
fellowship will provide six children’s artists with:

Mentorship and critique from experienced
artists and directors 
A week–long residency at the Tyrone
Guthrie centre 
A welcoming community of practice
The training, tools and support needed to
carve out a career in Irish children’s books

 

Find out

more 

 

Engaging Young People in Local Action
 Irish Envirnomental Network Monthly Meet Up

 
The November IEN Meet Up looked at what is
involved in getting young people engaged in local
action, with a presentation and Q&A from guest
speaker Elaine Nevin, National Director of Eco-
Unesco. 

 

View the
recording of
the session.

 

Resourcing community-led local climate
resilience – tapping into CLLD (Community led

local development) and Smart Villages EU-
Programmes

 
Online session

Monday 13th December 3.30pm to 5pm
 

Join this Communities for Future (CfF) session to
discover the potential of the CLLD and Smart
Village EU-programmes in strengthening and
mainstreaming community-led approaches to the
climate emergency. 

Find out

more 

We Act Campaign
 
The We Act campaign is collecting all sorts of
stories from charities and community groups
around Ireland to feature throughout December.
 
They’ll be sharing them on their website, on social
media, and in the press, but first, they need your
help to find them.
 
Share Your Christmas Stories:
Think about what your organisation is doing
throughout December and over Christmas – it
might be a special event, or it could be a
continuation of your services over the festive
period – and think about the staff or volunteers
involved in making it happen.
 
Fill in their FORM (see link opposite) and give as
much detail as possible.
 
Be sure to like, share and engage with other
Christmas stories as you see them on
@WeActIreland

 

Find out

more &

share

your

group's

story 

 

#AllAgainstRacism Campaign
 
The Irish Human Rights & Equality Commission
partnered with Hot Press Magazine, as part of
their #AllAgainstRacism Campaign, to produce a
special two-part project, 100 Voices:
#AllAgainstRacism, with 35 pages of the latest
Hot Press issue dedicated to the theme.
 
The project features prominent Irish voices
sharing their experiences and thoughts on racism
in Ireland. 

Find out

about the

Campaig

n

Read

the

Article

Creating our Future Campaign 
 

Creating Our Future provided an opportunity for
everyone in Ireland to give ideas on how to make
our country better for all. From science, the
environment, health and education to poverty, the
arts, diversity, and inclusions.
 
When the campaign's call for ideas closed last
week over 18,000 ideas had been received from
members of the public.
 
The Campaign's Expert Committee composed of
experts across a range of research disciplines,
will now lead the analysis and interpretation of
submissions from the public dialogue. Under their
leadership, five multidisciplinary Expert Working
Groups have been established to support the
analysis of the public’s submissions.
 
Chaired by Professor Linda Hogan, Trinity
College Dublin, the overarching purpose of the
committee’s analysis is to ensure that the findings
reflect the public’s voice and recommendations
are developed to inspire research in Ireland.
 
The committee will submit their draft findings to
the Campaign Steering Committee in February
2022.
 
Following this, a report will be submitted to
Government in March 2022 with your ideas to
inspire future research in Ireland.

 

Find out

more 

 

Artist in the Community Scheme Mentoring
Award: new for 2022

Closing Date: Monday the 17th January 2022
 

As part of a new offering under the Artist in the
Community Scheme, Create is disseminating this
open call for a Mentoring Award. For five selected
artists, Create’s new mentoring award offers a
three-month period of capacity building and arts
practice development through dialogue with an
experience collaborative socially engaged artist
mentor.

Find out

more 

Consultations 

Youth Attitudes towards Drugs
Comhairle na nÓg 

 
Comhairle na nÓg are asking the Young People
of Wicklow to share their views on drugs as an
issue in our communities by completing this 5
minute survey.
 
The recent Joint Policing Committee meeting
heard about the criminal justice aspect of drugs as
well as the supports and services for those
suffering from addiction. Young people featured
heavily in both of those elements.
 
Comhairle na nÓg believe that the voices of
young people must be included in any future
responses to the issues around drugs in our
County.

Take the

Survey

And please
share the link

Newtownmountkennedy
Commuting and Work

Study
 

Conducted by: The
International Centre for

Local and Regional
Development (ICLRD)

 

Find out more about

ICLRD and this study

Take the Survey

Connecting Ireland Consultation
Rural Transport

Closing Date: Friday 10th December
 

Connecting Ireland seeks to make public transport
for rural communities more useful for more people,
and it will do this by:

Improving existing services;
Adding new services; and
Enhancing the current Demand Responsive
Transport (DRT) network which meets the
transport needs of people who live in remote
locations.

The NTA has undertaken a comprehensive
analysis to better understand where rural bus
service improvements are required with a view to
introducing new and improved connections
between villages and towns; and providing better
access to public transport in rural areas.

Access the
online survey
and let your

voice be
heard.

The survey as
well as the

maps for each
county and

more details
on the

consultation
can be

accessed
HERE.

Public Consultation on the Draft NTA Transport
Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area

Closing Date:  Friday 17th December 2021
 
The National Transport Authority (NTA) have
prepared a preliminary draft Transport Strategy for
the Greater Dublin Area. The draft strategy sets
out the framework for investment in transport
infrastructure and services for a twenty year period
from 2022 to 2042.
 
The draft Strategy is on display for public
consultation and feedback. The draft Strategy
Report, an Executive Summary, statutory
Environmental Reports and other supporting
documents are available to view at
www.nationaltransport.ie.

 

Find out

more &

make a

Submission

Draft River Basin Management Plan for Ireland
2022–2027

Closing Date: 31st March 2022
 

The Local Authority Waters Programme
(LAWPRO) has distilled information in the draft
river basin management plan and presented it in
an innovative online platform.
 
You can access background information on water
quality, both nationally and in your county, and
find out what’s in the plan. There is mixed media
that includes video, PowerPoint, images, and text.
And there is an easy-to-use online submission
form to submit your views and comments. Get
involved and have your say on water quality
matters and this plan.
 
Please Note: Donal O'Keeffe our Local
Community Water Officer will be holding a local
consultation/discussion for PPN member groups
before the end of the year.  As soon as we have
the final details we will share them with you. 

 

Click HERE to
visit the Virtual
Consultation
Room where
you can find
out more and

make a
submission.   

New Wicklow Age Friendly Survey – Are You Aged 55 or Over?
 

Have Your Say….
 
People worldwide are living longer than ever, and while this is a
great achievement, the challenge is to work towards improving
quality of life for the increasing number of older people, ensuring
they reap the benefits of this longevity.
 
Following on from the success of the current Age Friendly Strategy,
Wicklow County Council in association with Wicklow’s Age Friendly
County Alliance and Wicklow’s Older Persons Council are keen to
ensure a strong focus for older people in the county in the future and
are currently focused on developing a new Age Friendly Strategy
which will cover the period 2022 to 2027. Areas of interest include
outdoor spaces, transport, housing, social participation and
community support and health services
 
Stakeholder engagement and consultation is currently underway;
therefore, the partners want to hear the views of people 55 and over
living in the county. Insights and contributions gathered through this
process will result in the identification of priority areas for action in
the new strategy.
 
To have your say please complete the survey by logging on to
Wicklow County Council’s Consultation Hub 
 
Please note that it is also possible to receive the survey by email
and hard copies for filling in. To arrange please email:
agefriendly@wicklowcoco.ie or phone Siobhán on 087 1215066

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

EU's Horizon programme:
supports nature-based solutions for more

inclusive and resilient communities.
 
Horizon Europe is the European Union’s key
funding programme for research and innovation. It
has an overall budget of €95.5 billion for the 2021
- 2027 period.
 
Initiatives concerned with both tackling the climate
crisis and promoting the integration and inclusion
of third country migrants could be eligible for
funding under the call for proposals from initiatives
promoting resilient, inclusive, healthy and green
rural, coastal and urban communities. 

Find out

more

Let’s Fund It
 
Let's Fund It is a new volunteer-led charity
focusing on honesty and transparency on the list
of Irish registered charities. 
 
Let’s Fund It uses donated funds to purchase
goods and services on behalf of charities. The
goods and services that are purchased go directly
to benefit charity services users. Irish charities can
contact Let’s Fund It with requests, or the new
charity will respond to public appeals.  

 

Find out

more

Ecclesiastical Movement for Good - 12 days of
giving

 
By nominating a registered charity, not-for-profit
organisations, or community interest company,
you are entering them in for the chance to win
£1,000.
 
10 winners will be drawn at random each
weekday and nominations will remain open until
midnight the day before each draw. Draws will
take place each weekday from 6 – 21 December
2021.

Find out

more

Community Activities Fund under the
Community Enhancement Programme 2021

Closing Date: Monday 31st January 2022 at 4pm
 
Wicklow Local Community Development
Committee (LCDC) invites applications from
community and voluntary groups and not-for-profit
organisations for small scale capital projects that
will support community groups impacted by
COVID-19, particularly those in disadvantaged
areas. The Community Activities Fund is funded
by the Department of Rural and Community
Development.
 
What does it fund?
Capital projects that comply with the objectives of
County Wicklow’s Local Economic and
Community Plan (LECP) for the development of
community facilities such as community centres,
men’s and women’s sheds, parish halls and youth
centres, with small grants for running costs such
as utility or insurance bills, as well as with
improvements to their facilities, to carry out
necessary repairs and to purchase equipment
such as tables and chairs, tools and signage,
laptops and printers, lawnmowers, canopies and
training equipment.
 
There are two parts to this funding scheme:

Grants up to a maximum of €1,000 for small
grassroots community projects that address
disadvantage and fulfil the objectives of the
LECP.
 
Larger grants greater than €1,000 for
projects that can clearly demonstrate that
they address disadvantage and fulfil the
objectives of the LECP.

 

Find out

more

 

Access the

application

form

Community Water Development Fund 2022
Closing date: Tuesday 8th February 2022 at 12

Noon.
 
This fund supports community groups to protect
and enhance their local streams, rivers, lakes, and
coastal areas.
 
The fund delivers a broad range of water projects
that benefit the amenity of local areas. Types of
projects approved for funding include:
 

Awareness raising initiatives such as river
clean ups, biodiversity information boards,
citizen science workshops, outdoor
classrooms, rainwater harvesting, and
enhancement of wetlands.
Preparation of local plans such as feasibility
studies, habitat management plans,
ecological surveys, and biodiversity action
plans.
River and habitat enhancement works such
as planting of native species and hedgerow,
pollinator friendly planting, river-bank
stabilisation, fencing and riparian buffer
zones.

Find out

more

You can
contact your

local
Community

Water Officer
Dónal

O’Keeffe (085
8700 126/

dokeeffe@wat
ers.ie) to

discuss your
ideas and for

help with
funding

applications.
 

Seachtain na Gaeilge le Energia Fund 2022  fund
for Irish Language Week (1st - 17th March) 

 
Closing Date: Tuesday 1st February 2022

 
Seachtain na Gaeilge le Energia provides small
grants to Conradh na Gaeilge branches and
community groups to organise events during the
festival

Find out

more

Apply

online

Irish Youth Foundation Skills & Employability
Fund 2021

Closing Date: 5pm on Thursday 16th December
 

The Irish Youth Foundation, in partnership with a
new corporate partner, is providing €100,000 to
fund not for profit, voluntary and charitable
organisations supporting young people
experiencing disadvantage nationwide.
 
This fund will offer grants (up to €5,000 and
€10,000) to projects and programmes that support
young people who are currently not in education,
training or employment to successfully transition
into skills based opportunities, mentorship
opportunities, further learning opportunities and
employment opportunities.

 

Find out

more

Round 3 of the KickStart Fund
Closing Date: 3pm on Wednesday 12th January 2022

 
Pobal on behalf of The Probation Service are inviting applications
from social enterprises in Ireland for Round 3 of the KickStart Fund
to create meaningful jobs for people with criminal convictions.
 
Social enterprises can apply for a grant under:
 
Category A: Feasibility/ Market Research for €5,000 up to €15,000
Projects funded under Category A must be completed within a 12
month timeframe between 2 May 2022 and 30 April 2023.
 
or
 
Category B: Jobs Creation Fund for €20,000 up to €50,000 to
implement actions that will create or sustain employment
opportunities for people with a criminal conviction. Projects funded
under Category B must be completed within a 15 month timeframe,
between 2 May 2022 and 31 July 2023.
 
For more information, including application forms & guidelines and
details on an online information session on this funding (8th Dec)
go to the Pobal website.

Access Europe Showcase 2021 Webinar
Monday 13th December 3.30pm to 5.00 pm

Organised by The Wheel
 
The Wheel presents Access Europe Showcase
2021, exploring results, success stories and
launching a new website and partnership
database that aims to connect Irish civil society
organisations with organisations across Europe
for partnership in EU funded projects.
 
Join special guest, Minister for State of European
Affairs Thomas Byrne TD, to gain insights on the
benefits of EU funding, learn from best practice
examples and find out how Access Europe can
support you as you start your EU Funding journey.
Taking place on  you can register here and contact
emilynelson@wheel.ie for more information.

 

Find out

more &

Register

 

Communities Climate Action Programme
 
The Minister for the Environment, Climate and
Communications, Eamon Ryan TD, has
announced €60 million in funding from the
Climate Action Fund for community climate action
projects, and a new long-term structure to support
public engagement on climate action.
 
€60 million from the Climate Action Fund will be
invested in community climate action projects and
initiatives, as well as capacity building, over the
next three years. The programme will roll out in
two phases. €30 million will be allocated for the
first phase.
 
The overall objective is to support and empower
communities to shape and build low carbon,
sustainable communities in a coherent way.
Examples of projects to be funded may include
community EV charging points; small renewable
energy projects; community EVs; cycle parking;
repair hubs; and community biodiversity gardens.

Find out

more

about this

& other

Climate

Action

Funding

Phase 1 of the Communities Climate Action
Programme Funding

 
The first phase of this Communities Climate
Action Programme funding will consist of the
following two strands of funding:
 
Strand 1 – Action: Building Low Carbon
Communities:  €24 million will be provided to local
authorities to support communities – large and
small, rural and urban – to build low carbon
communities in a considered and structured way. 
This strand will be channelled through local
authorities.  As soon as we have more details on
this, we will share the information with you.
 
Strand 2 – Education: Climate Education,
Capacity Building and Learning by Doing:  A total
of €6 million will be provided to build community
capacity in relation to climate action. This strand
will be channelled through Pobal.
 
The online application portal for Strand 2 is open
for applications until Thursday 27th January at
3pm.  

For further

info & to

apply for

Strand 2

funding

click here

An online
Information
and Support

Clinic for 
queries

applicants
may have will
be held on the
13th January
from 2.30 -
4pm.  Click
HERE to
register.

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To access details on: the latest public health
measures; vaccine updates and registration portal; and the supports
available for recovery click on the image below

COVID-19 Symptoms: For details of symptoms visit the HSE
Website.
 
Co Wicklow Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative,
launched in response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County
Council has a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of
information, tips and supports to mind your mental & physical health
as well as promoting community resilience. Find it HERE.
 
Work Safely Protocol: This protocol contains the current advice on
the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-
19 in the community and workplaces. Click HERE to access the
protocol.
 
Guidelines for Reopening Sports Grounds: These guidelines
provide for a suite of mitigation measures to allow for the safe return
of spectators to sporting events. Click HERE to access the
guidelines.

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email
to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject 'Unsubscribe'.

 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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