
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending

5th November 2021

Welcome to our latest update. 

This week saw the launch of the Government Climate Action Plan,
which will be of interest to us all. The document sets out specific
targets for individual sectors to achieve as well as outlining different
actions being planned to help Ireland achieve its overall target to
reduce emissions. 
 
The interest in and concern about environmental issues at a local
community level was evident at our Bray Municipal District Meet
Your Local Elected Representatives online meeting last night, a
number of the questions raised related to local environmental
issues.
 
Next week (Thurs 11th Nov) will see us hosting the Baltinglass
Municipal District Meet your Local Elected Representatives online
event.  We have rescheduled the Greystones event to the 16th
November and we will finish our virtual tour of the Municipal
Districts in Arklow on the 25th November.  To join any of these
online events click on the relevant link in our PPN News section.  
 
If your group is a Full Member of the PPN you will have received our
email calling for nominations for PPN Representative positions. 
This call is open until 9am on Monday 15th November.  We would
be very grateful if you or other members of your group would
consider volunteering for any of the vacant positions.  Please don't
hesitate to contact us if you would like to find out more about any of
the positions or the process. 

To catch up on all the PPN news, open funding schemes and
consultations, and other local and national news scroll through the
update or click on the links below to jump straight to a specific
section:  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information

Co Wicklow PPN News

Please spread the word and encourage other members of your
group, community, friends, and family to join our events.

If you have any difficulty booking a place through the links included
below please contact Helen or Grainne.

An Opportunity
for dialogue with your

Local Elected Representatives

Following the success of our online 'Meet your Local Elected
Representatives' sessions last year we are back on zoom again this
year and preparing to give our member groups and local
communities the opportunity to chat with their Local Municipal
District Elected Representatives and to ask questions about issues,
plans etc for your area/community.
 
Pull together your questions and visit our Eventbrite booking page
for your local event to ensure you are part of these conversations
with your local Councillors.  

Next up in this series:
 

Meet your Baltinglass Municipal District Elected Representatives
Thurs 11th November @ 7.30pm 

 
To book your place and submit your question/s click on the button

below:

Baltinglass MD

(11th Nov)

The dates for our 'Meet your Local Elected Representatives' online
event for the other Municipal Districts are as follows:

 
Greystones: Tuesday 16th November

Arklow: Thursday 25th November 
 
 

To book your place and submit your question/s click on the button
for your Municipal District below:

Greystones MD

(16th Nov)

Arklow MD

(25th Nov)

Date for your Diary
End of Year Members' Meeting (Plenary)

on Thursday 2nd December 
 

Keep an eye on your emails and our Facebook
page for further details. 

 

PPN Policies
 

As no issues were raised in relation to the PPN
policies circulated earlier this month the policies
are now deemed approved by our membership
and will govern our future work.  To access all
PPN policies and other governing documents visit
our Website.

 

Vacant PPN Representative Positions
 

A number of PPN Representative positions are
coming vacant at the end of this year.  On Monday
1st November we circulated an email with details
of the vacant positions and call for nominations to
all our Full Member groups.  
 
We would be very grateful if you or other members
of your group would consider volunteering for any
of the positions.
 
The PPN Representative plays an important role
in representing the voice of community on County
policy and decision-making committees and
boards.  

If your group
did not receive

this email, it
may be that

your group is
an Associate
Members.  To
find out about
becoming a
Full Member
Group of the
PPN click

HERE.

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports,
Submissions, News, Training resources and COVID-19 support
information.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th November.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar.  If you need the password for this
section of the website, please email or call us. 
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Wicklow Volunteer Centre Awards 
 
Congratulations to all the volunteers honoured in this year's
Wicklow Volunteer Centre Awards. You and all the other volunteers
in the County make such an amazing contribution to our lives. 
Thank you.  Click HERE to access details of the winning nominees
and group.

Damien Byrne receiving the Volunteer Team Award on behalf of
East Coast Samaritans.  Co. Wicklow PPN were honoured to

sponsor and present this award. 

Wicklow Joint Policing Committee
Public Meeting 

Thurs 18th Nov at 7.30pm
Parkview Hotel, Newtownmountkennedy

 
The purpose of the JPC is to provide a forum where the local
authority, the senior Garda officers and community can consult and
make recommendations on matters affecting the policing of the
area.  To find out more about this meeting click HERE. 
 
To help with the running of the meeting written questions can be
submitted prior to the meeting to hpurcell@wicklowcoco.ie

Wicklow's Rivers are under threat from Pollution
online session

Date:  to be confirmed
 

Organised by Local Authority Waters Programme
(LAWPRO)

 
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the
issues affecting Wicklow rivers, and what is
proposed to protect and restore them. If you are
concerned about the condition of your local river,
come along to the meeting, and have your say! 
 
Please Note: See National News & Consultations
sections of this update for details of LAWPRO
National Webinar and Consultation. 

To find our
more contact

Wicklow
Community

Water Officer
Dónal

O’Keeffe on
085 8700 126

or email
dokeeffe@law

aters.ie
 

 
Greystones Family Resource Centre One Million

Stars Project.
 
Greystones Family Resource Centre would love
some local people to get involved with their The
One Million Stars Project.
 
The One Million Stars Ireland project is a
community arts project that connects the
community through the craft of weaving stars.
Each star represents light, hope and solidarity
against violence.
 

To find out
more and get

involved
contact:

Rebecca on
087 7514578

or email: 
development

@greystonesfr
c.ie

 

Ballinacor Community Project Candlelight Walk 
on Sunday 21st November from 5.30-6.30pm

 
Ballinacor Community Project, a member of the
PPN is inviting people to join them on this
candlelight walk. Check out their Facebook page
for more details.

 

National News

Irish Environmental Network
Monthly Meet Up: Youth Involvement in Local

Actions
Monday 8th November 7 - 8.15pm

 
This IEN Meet Up will look at what is involved in
getting young people engaged in local action.
Join the session for a presentation and Q&A with
guest speaker Elaine Nevin, National Director of
Eco-Unesco.

Find out

more &

Register

 

South Irish Sea Offshore Wind
Webinar

Tuesday 9th November at 7pm
 

The South Irish Sea project is proposed to be
located at a minimum of 10km and up to 25km out
to sea off the coasts of Co. Wexford and south Co.
Wicklow. This project aims to decarbonise
Ireland’s energy supply, reduce emissions, and
help to achieve our 2030 climate action and
offshore wind energy targets. The project will
generate clean electricity to power the equivalent
of over 500,000 Irish homes.
 
The webinar is part of the introductory public
consultation for the South Irish Sea project.  See
Consultation section of this update for more
information.

 

Find out

more &

Register

 

Delivering a Cleaner Energy Future: Government,
Energy Sector and Civil Society working together

to accelerate decarbonisation.
Webinar on Tues 9th November at 8pm

 
Engaging citizens on the actions required to
address climate change requires greater
understanding, participation, and acceleration
globally. This is particularly relevant to the
delivery of energy and electricity grid infrastructure
globally.

This discussion will consider how citizens can be
better engaged and involved in this transition. 

 

Find out

more &

Register

 

30 Years of LEADER: Learning from the Past,
Looking to the Future

Conference
Monday 15th November 9am to 1pm
Hosted by National Rural Network

 
This online event will allow people to reflect on
past and current programmes, while also debating
rural policy and practice via the next LEADER
Programme.

Find out

more &

Register

 

Rivers Trust & Catchment Communities
Communities Caring For Water Conference 2021

Sat 20th November 9.30am - 2pm
 

Organised by Local Authority Waters Programme 
 

This year's virtual conference will discuss forming
new groups and actions that people can take to
deliver successful river projects. 
 
Please Note:  See Consultation section of this
update for information on LAWPRO Draft River
Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2022–2027.

Find out

more &

Register

 

Ireland's Human Rights Record Review
 

On the 10th November, Ireland's human rights record will be
reviewed by the United Nations as part of the Universal Periodic
Review (UPR). This serves as an alternative report to that provided
by the State, aiming to help hold the State to account. Among other
concerns, Direct Provision, international protection, racism, hate
crime, gender-based violence and human trafficking will be part of
their review. You can learn more about UPR Ireland HERE and
watch live on 10th of November HERE

Principles for delivering a high quality, inclusive
and accessible Public Childcare Model

Online Launch
 

Thursday 11th November at 11:30am
 
Organised by the Community Platform.
 
To book click HERE.

Fairer Futures: The What Works Festival of Learning 2021
Monday 15th to Wednesday 24th November

 
The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration & Youth
have opened registration for this festival. The Festival has four
online events on the theme of disadvantage, its impact on children
and families, and key initiatives which are addressing disadvantage
in Ireland and internationally.
 
The Festival is part of What Works, an initiative from the Department
of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. Join MC Áine
Kerr along with contributors including Minister Roderic O’Gorman,
Professor Kate Pickett (University of York), Olivier Thévenon
(OECD Centre for Well-Being, Inclusion, Sustainability and Equal
Opportunity), Professor Mark Brown (National Digital Learning
Centre at DCU), and Massimiliano Mascherini (Eurofound).
 
Events are free but booking is essential. Book HERE.

Social Justice Ireland Annual Conference 
Social Rights for All? Time to Deliver on the

European Pillar of Social Rights
17th November at 10am

 
Hear from international and national experts on
how to secure a more sustainable and inclusive
future for all.

Find out

more &

Register

 

AONTAS Star Awards
 

Nominate your Adult Learning Project
Closing Date: 5pm Monday 22nd November

 
The STAR Awards are an awards initiative
coordinated by AONTAS as part of the annual
Adult Learners' Festival to acknowledge the
fantastic work undertaken by adult learning
initiatives throughout Ireland.
 
The STAR Awards recognise outstanding work in
adult learning. The STAR Awards also give
initiatives the opportunity to spotlight their
excellent work across Ireland and bring national
recognition to learners, staff and organising
bodies.

Find out

more &

nominate

a project

 

Storytelling Training Series
 
The Storytelling Series aims to upskill staff and
volunteers in telling the story of their
organisations/groups and the work they do. 
 
Training will be provided on the following:

Take Great Photographs with your Phone -
10th Nov
Panel on Contemporary Storytelling - 17th
Nov
Engagement Strategy for Facebook and
Instagram - 24th Nov
How to Build Your Own Website - 1st Dec

The Storytelling Training Series is part of the We
Act campaign to raise public awareness and
appreciation for the community & voluntary sector.
It is supported by Community Foundation Ireland
and the RTÉ Comic Relief Fund.

 

Find out

more &

Register

Ireland’s next Open Government National Action Plan
 

How can you become involved?
 

The Minister for State, Ossian Smyth has formally launched via
social media the Open Government public calls for representatives
of Civil Society and submissions.
 
How to get involved...
 
Apply to represent Civil Society on the Open Government Round
Table. Click HERE to find out more and apply. Closes 16th Nov
2021.
 
Submit and share your ideas to enhance transparency, civic
participation, and public accountability. Click HERE to submit your
idea. Closes 26th Nov 2021
 
Promote Open Government and the public calls above to your
network using #OpenGovIE.
 
Retweet the Minister of State Ossian Smyth’s launch of the public
calls.
 
Join the Open Government email list for updates via
IrelandOpenGovernment@per.gov.ie
 
To find out more about Open Government, what is happening in
Ireland and the Open Government Partnership process, click HERE.

Healthy Ireland Let's Get Set Campaign
 

Healthy Ireland research has reported that 92% of
Irish citizens have a desire to make at least one
change in their lives to improve their health and
wellbeing. 
 
This campaign connects across the general
population to build awareness, signpost people to
the trusted sources and help them to get started
on making that one change. Find out

more

Q&A Responses and Video Recording Link from AILG-OPR- “On
and Offshore Renewables” Training Webinar 

held on Friday 24th September
 

To access the Q&A responses click HERE
To access the video recording click HERE

Videos in 40 languages on a range of topics including health issues
(COVID-19 vaccine, mental health etc)

 
Translate Ireland Multilingual Video Messaging Ltd. have released
new VIDEOs in over 40 languages with doctors, nurses, and other
healthcare professionals.
 
Working to ensure these multilingual videos are respectful, not
overly formal and culturally appropriate, the team have released
videos on COVID-19 for Pregnant women, guidance and restrictions
updates, vaccines for all including those living in Direct Provision,
safety for those working in Food processing, Tracker App, Back to
School during Covid as well as other topics such as cervical check
screening, mental health, the flu vaccine and immigration visa info.
 
The team are currently working with Women’s Aid in relation to
videos on domestic abuse. 

Creating our Future Campaign
 
A Government of Ireland campaign to stimulate a
national conversation that generates ideas from
the public to inform the direction of research in
Ireland.
 
Check out their events page for a whole host of
online and in person events ranging from:

Talking Towns – Community participation in
design and planning in towns to
Creating our Future: Help us shape future
health and care to
NYCI Consultation with NYCI member
organisations Policy and Advocacy
Committee

 

 

 

To find out
more about

this campaign
and the events

click HERE.

Consultations 

Connecting Ireland Consultation
Rural Transport

Closing Date: Friday 10th December
 

Connecting Ireland seeks to make public transport
for rural communities more useful for more people,
and it will do this by:

Improving existing services;
Adding new services; and
Enhancing the current Demand Responsive
Transport (DRT) network which meets the
transport needs of people who live in remote
locations.

The NTA has undertaken a comprehensive
analysis to better understand where rural bus
service improvements are required with a view to
introducing new and improved connections
between villages and towns; and providing better
access to public transport in rural areas.

Access the
online survey
and let your

voice be
heard.

The survey as
well as the

maps for each
county and

more details
on the

consultation
can be

accessed
HERE.

Draft River Basin Management Plan for Ireland
2022–2027

Closing Date: 31st March 2022
 

The Local Authority Waters Programme
(LAWPRO) has distilled information in the draft
river basin management plan and presented it in
an innovative online platform.
 
You can access background information on water
quality, both nationally and in your county, and
find out what’s in the plan. There is mixed media
that includes video, PowerPoint, images, and text.
And there is an easy-to-use online submission
form to submit your views and comments. Get
involved and have your say on water quality
matters and this plan.
 
Please Note: Donal O'Keeffe our Local
Community Water Officer will be holding a local
consultation/discussion for PPN member groups
before the end of the year.  As soon as we have
the final details we will share them with you. 

 

Click HERE to
visit the Virtual
Consultation
Room where
you can find
out more and

make a
submission.   

New Wicklow Age Friendly Survey – Are You Aged 55 or Over?
 

Have Your Say….
 
People worldwide are living longer than ever, and while this is a
great achievement, the challenge is to work towards improving
quality of life for the increasing number of older people, ensuring
they reap the benefits of this longevity.
 
Following on from the success of the current Age Friendly Strategy,
Wicklow County Council in association with Wicklow’s Age Friendly
County Alliance and Wicklow’s Older Persons Council are keen to
ensure a strong focus for older people in the county in the future and
are currently focused on developing a new Age Friendly Strategy
which will cover the period 2022 to 2027. Areas of interest include
outdoor spaces, transport, housing, social participation and
community support and health services
 
Stakeholder engagement and consultation is currently underway;
therefore, the partners want to hear the views of people 55 and over
living in the county. Insights and contributions gathered through this
process will result in the identification of priority areas for action in
the new strategy.
 
To have your say please complete the survey by logging on to
Wicklow County Council’s Consultation Hub 
 
Please note that it is also possible to receive the survey by email
and hard copies for filling in. To arrange please email:
agefriendly@wicklowcoco.ie or phone Siobhán on 087 1215066

South Irish Sea project
Energia Renewables public consultation

Closing Date: Friday 26th November
 
This renewable energy project is proposed to be
located at a minimum of 10km and up to 25km off
the coasts of Co. Wexford and south Co. Wicklow
in the South Irish Sea.
 
This consultation is the first in a series of
opportunities to meet the project team and learn
more about the South Irish Sea project.
 
Energia’s project team is holding a public webinar
on Tuesday 9th November from 7-8pm and people
are invited to attend to learn more about the
project and ask questions. To register click on the
link opposite..
 
A recording of the webinar will also be made
available online following the event. Information
clinics, for anyone wishing to discuss specific
aspects with the project team, will be held from
15th – 19th November. Bookings can be made
through the project website.

 

An online
exhibition

room is open
click HERE to

access it. 
 

It includes:
survey area

maps,
indicative

photo
illustrations,

a project
timeline,
and other

information on
the project and
engagement

with local and
fishing

communities. 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

Environment and Nature Fund 2021
Closing Date: Friday 12th November

 
The Community Foundation for Ireland in
partnership with the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage is inviting community
groups to apply for grant funding to engage an
ecologist and develop a Community Biodiversity
Plan (CBP) for their local area. Within the scheme,
three levels of grant funding will be offered.

Find out

more &

Apply

Irish Hospice Foundation (IHF) Seed Grants
Closing Date: extended to Friday 12th November

2021 at 5.00pm.
 
IHF offer up to 26 Seed Grants to support
communities and individuals across the country
with self-directed creative explorations of dying,
death, grief, bereavement, and loss. Grants are a
maximum of €1,000 each.

Find out

more &

Apply

Festivals Investment Scheme
Closing Date: Thursday 18th November 

 
The Arts Council acknowledges the valuable
contribution made by voluntary committees in
developing festivals. The scheme will be open to
multi-disciplinary festivals and single artform
festivals.

Find out

more &

Apply

Rural Recovery Fund 
Closing Date: 5pm Friday 19th November

 
This one-year fund was created with support from
Google.org and The Department of Rural and
Community Development under the Dormant
Accounts Fund. 
 
The fund aims to support innovative not-for-profit
organisations that are working to increase their
impact in supporting rural communities to recover
from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and
build resilience for future challenges. The fund will
support services and groups to build capacity and
knowledge as well as increasing their impact in
their communities and across rural Ireland
 
The Fund will focus on projects which rise to the
challenge of:  

Re-skilling/upskilling/diversifying the labour
force, 
Economic and social inclusion of
marginalised communities,
Job creation in rural areas (including
supporting social enterprises to grow their
operations)
Equal access to education for rural
communities,
Digital inclusion for all, (closing the digital
divide).

 

 

Find out

more &

Apply

Department of Justice
Funding for the Provision of Services Supporting Victims in the

Criminal Justice System 2022.
Closing Date: 5pm on  Wednesday 29th November

 
Applications are welcomed from registered charities, voluntary
community groups and other bodies which provide or have
proposals for the provision of support services/assistance for victims
of crime generally, including provision of support, information and
advice on the rights of victims, and court and other accompaniment. 
 
The objective is to ensure that these services are available to all
victims who need them, to a consistently high standard and
throughout the State. Joint applications between two or more groups
are welcome. For details on how to apply please contact
fundsadmin-victims-crime@justice.ie .

Culture Ireland Grants
Closing Date: Wednesday 1st December

 
Culture Ireland offers support to Irish professional
artists, arts organisations and international
presenters to present work by Irish artists at
significant international venues and festivals. In
supporting an event, Culture Ireland offers grant
funding towards costs which relate directly to the
international presentation of the event, i.e. travel
and travel related costs such as transport,
accommodation and subsistence.

Find out

more &

Apply

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To access details on: the latest public health
measures; vaccine updates and registration portal; and the supports
available for recovery click on the image below

COVID-19 Symptoms: For details of symptoms visit the HSE
Website.
 
Co Wicklow Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative,
launched in response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County
Council has a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of
information, tips and supports to mind your mental & physical health
as well as promoting community resilience. Find it HERE.
 
Work Safely Protocol: This protocol contains the current advice on
the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-
19 in the community and workplaces. Click HERE to access the
protocol.
 
Guidelines for Reopening Sports Grounds: These guidelines
provide for a suite of mitigation measures to allow for the safe return
of spectators to sporting events. Click HERE to access the
guidelines.

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email
to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject 'Unsubscribe'.

 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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