
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending

26th November 2021

Welcome to our latest update. 

Clear your diary for next Thursday evening (2nd Dec) so you can
join us for our End of Year Members' Meeting (Plenary) online from
7.30pm.  Its sure to be a cracker of an evening: with updates from
the PPN, including introductions of all our new volunteer PPN
representatives, entertainment from a number of our member
groups; a short selfcare piece; time to chat and network with others
active in community in the county and to round off the evening some
seasonal fun and spot prizes.  To find out more and book your place
click on the booking link for this event in our PPN News section of
this update. 
 
If your group is a full member of the PPN remember there is still time
to cast your vote in the elections for PPN representatives, voting
closes at midnight on Monday next (29th Nov).  
 

Looking forward to seeing you all on Thursday evening next. 
 
(Photo: It's amazing what you can find under a wheelbarrow in the
garden at this time of year, anyone know more about this little
fungi?)

To catch up on all the PPN news, open funding schemes and
consultations, and other local and national news scroll through the
update or click on the links below to jump straight to a specific
section:  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information

Co Wicklow PPN News

We really hope you will join us for our 

online on Thursday 2nd Dec at 7.30pm
 

Catch up on the work of the PPN and enjoy an evening of
networking and chat with other people active in communities in Co.

Wicklow.
 

The initial section of the meeting will be devoted to updating our
members about our work and finances as well as providing you with
an opportunity to steer our work for the rest of the year and ratify
new PPN Representatives and Policies.
 
The remainder of the meeting will provide an opportunity for our
members to connect in a relaxed and easy way with others active in
Community in Co. Wicklow. Small breakout rooms will give people
the chance to share, catch up and chat.
 
There will be our annual Christmas fun quiz and some great
entertainment from a few our member groups active in the arts.

Register

Vacant PPN Representative Positions
 

Thank you to all of you that have volunteered to
become a PPN Representative.
 
As a result of the interest in a number of the PPN
Representative positions we are holding elections
for the PPN Representatives positions on the
following committees:

Children & Young People's Services
Committee
WCC Community Cultural & Social
Development Strategic Policy Committee
(Social Inclusion Rep)
WCC Housing & Corporate Estate Strategic
Policy Committee (Social Inclusion Rep)

Full Member groups with a vote in these elections
will have received an email with a link to the
online voting form.
 

Please do cast your vote and remember the
closing date for receipt of votes is midnight on

Monday 29th November 2021

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports,
Submissions, News, Training resources and COVID-19 support
information.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th November.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar.  If you need the password for this
section of the website, please email or call us. 
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Issues affecting Wicklow Rivers & Lakes - Have
your Say!

online session
Date:  Monday 29th November at 7pm

 
Organised by Local Authority Waters Programme

(LAWPRO) in collaboration with Co. Wicklow
PPN

 
The purpose of this session is to discuss the
issues affecting Wicklow rivers and lakes, and
what is proposed to protect and restore them. If
you are concerned about the condition of your
local river or lake, join the online meeting, and
have your say!
 
Please Note: See National News & Consultations
sections of this update for details of LAWPRO
National Webinar and Consultation.

Register

To find out
more contact

Wicklow
Community

Water Officer
Dónal

O’Keeffe on
085 8700 126

or email
dokeeffe@law

aters.ie
 

Annual Brockagh Christmas Market
on this Sunday 28th November.

Winter Wellness Walks in Rathdrum
every Monday up to 20th December

 
Take a relaxing light walk in woodland settings in
the Rathdrum area with poet Jane Clarke and
musician James Mahon as your guide.
 
This initiative is free, brought to you by Wicklow
County Council’s Culture Team funded through
the Creative Ireland Programme. Supported
by Wicklow Local Sports Development
Partnership, County Wicklow Partnership’s
Outdoor Recreation Officer, the Healthy Ireland
Coordinator and the Heritage Office.

 

Register

Wicklow Garda Youth Awards 2021 Now Open
Closing Date: 28th February 2022

 
Wicklow Garda Division in association with
County Wicklow Partnership presents their
Divisional Garda Youth Awards, celebrating
outstanding young people between the ages of 13
and 21 years.
 
For full details, rules and nomination forms
contact: Garda Emma Skinner, Juvenile Liaison
Officer, Bray Garda Station
Email: emma.j.skiner@garda.ie

 

National News

IntegrateAbility Online Conference 
Tuesday, November 30th from 10.30 am – 1 pm

 
Hosted by Meath Partnership 

 
This online Conference will showcase a selection
of support services for people with disabilities
facing challenges related to employment
integration.
Key information and resources from the Bridges
Erasmus+ project that addresses the challenge of
social and employment integration of people with
disabilities will be shared at the conference.

 

Register

 

Transport Users Advisory Group (TUAG)
 
The purpose of the Transport Users Advisory
Group is to provide advice and recommendations
to the NTA from the perspective of both transport
users as well as those engaged in active travel. 
 
The National Transport Authority (NTA) is inviting
applications from suitably qualified people who
can bring a wide range of knowledge and
experience to the group. The candidates for this
Advisory Group will include regular users of public
transport including train, tram, bus, coach and taxi
services and people involved in active travel.
 
These are not paid positions but travel and
expenses will be paid at the appropriate civil
service rate.

 

Find out

more 

 

Participation for Wellbeing
Article from Social Justice Ireland

 
In September 2016, a reference group was
established to develop a toolkit of supports for
PPNs to develop their own Visions for Community
Wellbeing. Four PPNs were involved in piloting
these supports: Cork City PPN, Longford PPN,
Roscommon PPN, and Wicklow PPN and
developing the final Toolkit. Since then, Social
Justice Ireland have been engaged by the
Department of Rural and Community
Development to manage the roll-out of this toolkit
of supports across the PPN networks and to
support their initial consultation meetings. An
independent facilitator, engaged throughout the
development of the development of the toolkit
itself, also supports this work.
 
Please note the links between this work by PPNs
on the development of Visions for Community
Wellbeing and the work currently being
undertaken by the Government in relation to the
development of a National Wellbeing Framework,
see article below

Read the

SJI article

Access the

Wicklow

PPN Vision

for

Community

Wellbeing

 

A Wellbeing Framework for Ireland
 

The Government’s Well-being initiative is the
result of a Programme for Government
commitment to better measure Ireland’s progress
as a country and better align policy decisions with
people’s experiences. A First Report on a Well-
being Framework for Ireland was approved by
Government and published in July of this year, led
by Department of the Taoiseach, in conjunction
with the Department of Finance and the
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.
 
A second phase of consultation on the Framework
has now commenced. The purpose of this ‘Public
Conversation’ is to create awareness and test the
framework and the vision, and to get a sense of
people’s priorities. 

 

Find out

more &

take the

survey

 

Ireland set to host International Conference on Philanthropy
 
ERNOP, The European Research Network on Philanthropy has
elected to hold its 10th International Conference in Dublin in
December 2021 at the Sutherland School of Law, UCD
 
Speaking in advance of the Conference, Minister O’Brien stated:
 
“The Department welcomes the opportunity to become involved
both in supporting the Conference and enabling the conversations
around philanthropy that will take place there. It will provide Ireland
with an international stage to advance our thinking about a new
policy on philanthropy, and the related issues of volunteering,
charity regulation and social enterprise, as well as providing a
valuable source of information about philanthropy policy and
practice internationally”.
 
The Department of Rural and Community Development will host an
online workshop on ‘Where will the Philanthropy of Today lead us
tomorrow? Charting a course for the development of an Irish
National Policy on Philanthropy’. 
 
As an initial step and in preparation for the development of the
policy,  the Department of Rural and Community Development,
mindful of the limited research available on the philanthropy ‘sector’
in Ireland, commissioned Indecon Consultants to compile an
independent report on ‘The Landscape of Philanthropic Giving in
Ireland’, which has now been published.  Click HERE to access the
report. 

Creative Climate Action Projects 
 

In July this year, Ministers Catherine Martin and
Eamon Ryan announced the successful Creative
Climate Action projects that will deliver innovative
means, through the creative and cultural sectors,
of engaging the public on climate action and the
urgent need for behaviour change. To read more
about the projects funded click on the button
opposite. 

Find out

about the

projects

funded

How you can really “do your bit” for wildlife
 

(from: Wild Wild Life Newsletter) 
 

An interesting article shared with us by one of our
members. Read the

article

Identity & Reconciliation
Glencree's 4th Una O'Higgins O'Malley Annual

Lecture 2021
Printworks Conference Centre in Dublin Castle on

Tuesday, 30th November 2021 at 6.00pm
 
Keynote speaker:  Mary Robinson, Former
President of Ireland
 
Panel Discussion and Q&A: moderated by
Tommie Gorman, former RTE Northern Ireland
Correspondent
 
"How do identities and their changing nature
across the island of Ireland and the UK influence
the possibility of reconciled relationships across
Northern Ireland, between Ireland and Northern
Ireland, and between Ireland and the UK?

 

Find out

more &

Register

 

Event Postponed
 

Irish Rural Link 30th Anniversary Conference
'A Changing Rural Ireland, 1991-2051'

on Friday 3rd December 10am to 1.30pm
Sheraton Hotel, Athlone

 

Shared Island, Shared Practices Launch Event on
Monday 6th December 10.00 to 11.30am 

 
Hosted by NICVA and The Wheel 

 
The Shared Island, Shared Practices initiative is
designed to explore and identify areas where civil
society North and South can work together on
crucial themes like:

Rural sustainability
Recovery from COVID-19
Developing the island economy
Digital inclusion
Achieving a just transition to a decarbonised
island. 

 

Find out more

& Register

 

Charity Impact Awards
 

Scroll through the Shortlisted Charity Impact
Award Entries for 2021 and get inspired for next
year.
 
The winners will be announced at the Charity
Impact Awards ceremony on Tuesday, 7
December.

Access the

Shortlist

 

Consultations 

European study about quality in youth
volunteering

 
If you are involved in the coordination or
management of youth volunteering programmes
and/or activities, your participation in this study is
invited.
 
The partners of the eQyvol project
(www.eqyvol.eu) are carrying out a European
study about quality in youth volunteering. The
results will be used to produce the first European
Quality Standards in Youth Volunteering which
will be openly published at www.eqyvol.eu in
March 2022. These standards will contribute to
increasing the quality of youth volunteering across
the EU.

 

Take the

Survey

Swan River Greenway, Bray Community
Engagement Process

 
You are invited to participate in a community
engagement process that seeks to explore the
possibilities of a new greenway and connectivity
scheme along the Swan River in the greater
Oldcourt area of Bray.
 
A community engagement programme is
underway with surveys and workshops for adults
and youth in this early design stage of the project
to help consider various aspects of the greenway
proposal.
 
Following the community engagement process, a
report will summarise the process and its findings,
with the intention of informing a preliminary design
that will be submitted for planning approval in
early 2022.
 
How to join the discussion on this Greenway:
 
Complete the Community Survey) for both Adults
& Youth.  Click HERE to access the Survey.
 
Register for the Online or In-person Community
Workshops (through the Community Survey link
above!)

Online: Tuesday the 7th of December at
18:30 over Zoom
In-Person**: Saturday the 11th of December
at the Wolfe Tone & District Youth Club (off
Vevay Rd). Youth Workshop begins at
11:30am and Adult Workshop at 1pm.

**Please note that you must register in advance
for the in-person youth and adult workshops,
which will follow strict Covid-19 guidelines and
warrant a Covid-19 certificate to participate.

 

Further details
can be found
at the Swan

River
Greenway

page.  Click
HERE to
access it.

 
Printed

versions of the
surveys will be

available at
Wolfe Tone

Youth Club &
Ballywaltrim
Community

Library shortly.
 

If you have
any questions,

please feel
free to email

hello@connec
tthedots.ie.

Connecting Ireland Consultation
Rural Transport

Closing Date: Friday 10th December
 

Connecting Ireland seeks to make public transport
for rural communities more useful for more people,
and it will do this by:

Improving existing services;
Adding new services; and
Enhancing the current Demand Responsive
Transport (DRT) network which meets the
transport needs of people who live in remote
locations.

The NTA has undertaken a comprehensive
analysis to better understand where rural bus
service improvements are required with a view to
introducing new and improved connections
between villages and towns; and providing better
access to public transport in rural areas.

Access the
online survey
and let your

voice be
heard.

The survey as
well as the

maps for each
county and

more details
on the

consultation
can be

accessed
HERE.

Public Consultation on the Draft NTA Transport
Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area

Closing Date:  Friday 17th December 2021
 
The National Transport Authority (NTA) have
prepared a preliminary draft Transport Strategy for
the Greater Dublin Area. The draft strategy sets
out the framework for investment in transport
infrastructure and services for a twenty year period
from 2022 to 2042.
 
The draft Strategy is on display for public
consultation and feedback. The draft Strategy
Report, an Executive Summary, statutory
Environmental Reports and other supporting
documents are available to view at
www.nationaltransport.ie.

 

Find out

more &

make a

Submission

Greater Dublin Area (GDA) Draft Transport Strategy 2022-2042
Online Information Events

 
Public online information events are taking place via Zoom on the
following dates and times. Registration must be completed in
advance of these online information events by clicking on the
relevant link below.
 
At these online information events, members of the public will have
the opportunity to hear from the NTA team about the Draft Transport
Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2022-2042 which will then be
followed by a Q&A session where attendees will be able to ask any
questions that they may have.
 
2nd December @13.00 - Click HERE to register
 
7th December @18.30 - Click HERE to register

Draft River Basin Management Plan for Ireland
2022–2027

Closing Date: 31st March 2022
 

The Local Authority Waters Programme
(LAWPRO) has distilled information in the draft
river basin management plan and presented it in
an innovative online platform.
 
You can access background information on water
quality, both nationally and in your county, and
find out what’s in the plan. There is mixed media
that includes video, PowerPoint, images, and text.
And there is an easy-to-use online submission
form to submit your views and comments. Get
involved and have your say on water quality
matters and this plan.
 
Please Note: Donal O'Keeffe our Local
Community Water Officer will be holding a local
consultation/discussion for PPN member groups
before the end of the year.  As soon as we have
the final details we will share them with you. 

 

Click HERE to
visit the Virtual
Consultation
Room where
you can find
out more and

make a
submission.   

New Wicklow Age Friendly Survey – Are You Aged 55 or Over?
 

Have Your Say….
 
People worldwide are living longer than ever, and while this is a
great achievement, the challenge is to work towards improving
quality of life for the increasing number of older people, ensuring
they reap the benefits of this longevity.
 
Following on from the success of the current Age Friendly Strategy,
Wicklow County Council in association with Wicklow’s Age Friendly
County Alliance and Wicklow’s Older Persons Council are keen to
ensure a strong focus for older people in the county in the future and
are currently focused on developing a new Age Friendly Strategy
which will cover the period 2022 to 2027. Areas of interest include
outdoor spaces, transport, housing, social participation and
community support and health services
 
Stakeholder engagement and consultation is currently underway;
therefore, the partners want to hear the views of people 55 and over
living in the county. Insights and contributions gathered through this
process will result in the identification of priority areas for action in
the new strategy.
 
To have your say please complete the survey by logging on to
Wicklow County Council’s Consultation Hub 
 
Please note that it is also possible to receive the survey by email
and hard copies for filling in. To arrange please email:
agefriendly@wicklowcoco.ie or phone Siobhán on 087 1215066

Safe Ireland research on Social Inclusion Policy for Domestic
Violence and Coercive Control

 
TASC – the Think-tank for Action on Social Change, is carrying out
research on behalf of Safe Ireland on a project entitled ‘Assessing
the Relevance of Social Inclusion Policy for Domestic Violence and
Coercive Control’.
 
The research involves 8-10 interviews with frontline staff in
organisations working in areas not directly involved in Domestic
Sexual and Gender Based Violence (e.g. anti-poverty, literacy, job
placement, mental health). These interviews will target experienced
workers working in areas of high deprivation in order to understand
gaps in services aimed at social inclusion.  The interviews will focus
on how organisations encounter incidences of domestic abuse, how
it comes up in interaction with beneficiaries, if they are seeking help
to leave the relationship, and if economic insecurity and access to
financial resources is an impediment. They would like to know what
kinds of supports staff need to assist service users who are in this
position, both in terms of policy and connection with other services. 
 
To find out more about this project click HERE.
 

If these issues are relevant to what your organisation encounters
and you are interested in taking part in the interviews please contact

Shana Cohen in TASC scohen@tasc.ie

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

PayPal Giving Fund Ireland (PPGF)
new partnership with GoFundMe.

 
GoFundMe is a crowdfunding platform that makes
it easy to raise money online for the things that
matter to you most. Anyone can start a fundraiser
for themselves, for a friend or a charity they care
about. 
 
How does GoFundMe work?

Supporters choose a charity from a list of
registered charities made available by
PPGF
A fundraiser can be easily setup and shared
with family and friends to raise awareness.

 
PayPal Giving Fund Ireland is a registered charity
with The Charities Regulator that uses PayPal
technology and financial support to fundraise for
causes, without charging donors or charities for
the services.
 
How does PPGF work?

Donors can support fundraisers through
PPGF’s technology partners such as
GoFundMe
PPGF receives the donations and provides
receipts to donors
The PPGF donation tracker, allows donors
to track their individual donations
Funds are granted directly from PPGF to
benefitting charities, either by cheque or into
their PayPal account
Charities enrolled with PPGF receive their
funds securely and have the ability to track
their payments through a dashboard.

GoFund

Me

 

PayPal

Giving

Fund

Ireland

Community Activities Fund
Department of Rural & Community Development

 
Each LCDC to set own closing date.

The Department will require that all closing dates
are no later than 28 February 2022.

Groups should check with their LCDC for further
details.

 
€282,686 to be distributed to Co Wicklow

Community Groups
 
This Fund will support groups, particularly in
disadvantaged areas, with their running costs
such as utility or insurance bills, as well as with
improvements to their facilities.
 
Groups will also be able to use the funding to
carry out necessary repairs and to purchase
equipment such as tables and chairs, tools and
signage, laptops and printers, lawnmowers,
canopies and training equipment.
 
The once-off fund will be allocated under the
Department’s Community Enhancement
Programme and will be administered locally by
the Local Community Development Committees
(LCDCs).

Wicklow

LCDC

Communities Climate Action Programme
 
The Minister for the Environment, Climate and
Communications, Eamon Ryan TD, has
announced €60 million in funding from the
Climate Action Fund for community climate action
projects, and a new long-term structure to support
public engagement on climate action.
 
€60 million from the Climate Action Fund will be
invested in community climate action projects and
initiatives, as well as capacity building, over the
next three years. The programme will roll out in
two phases. €30 million will be allocated for the
first phase.
 
The overall objective is to support and empower
communities to shape and build low carbon,
sustainable communities in a coherent way.
Examples of projects to be funded may include
community EV charging points; small renewable
energy projects; community EVs; cycle parking;
repair hubs; and community biodiversity gardens.

Find out

more

about this

& other

Climate

Action

Funding

Phase 1 of the Communities Climate Action
Programme Funding

 
The first phase of this Communities Climate
Action Programme funding will consist of the
following two strands of funding:
 
Strand 1 – Action: Building Low Carbon
Communities:  €24 million will be provided to local
authorities to support communities – large and
small, rural and urban – to build low carbon
communities in a considered and structured way. 
This strand will be channelled through local
authorities.  As soon as we have more details on
this, we will share the information with you.
 
Strand 2 – Education: Climate Education,
Capacity Building and Learning by Doing:  A total
of €6 million will be provided to build community
capacity in relation to climate action. This strand
will be channelled through Pobal.
 
The online application portal for Strand 2 will
open for applications on Monday 15 November
and will close on 14 January 2022.

For further

info & to

apply for

Strand 2

funding

click here

Department of Justice
Funding for the Provision of Services Supporting Victims in the

Criminal Justice System 2022.
Closing Date: 5pm on  Wednesday 29th November

 
Applications are welcomed from registered charities, voluntary
community groups and other bodies which provide or have
proposals for the provision of support services/assistance for victims
of crime generally, including provision of support, information and
advice on the rights of victims, and court and other accompaniment. 
 
The objective is to ensure that these services are available to all
victims who need them, to a consistently high standard and
throughout the State. Joint applications between two or more groups
are welcome. For details on how to apply please contact
fundsadmin-victims-crime@justice.ie .

Culture Ireland Grants
Closing Date: Wednesday 1st December

 
Culture Ireland offers support to Irish professional
artists, arts organisations and international
presenters to present work by Irish artists at
significant international venues and festivals. In
supporting an event, Culture Ireland offers grant
funding towards costs which relate directly to the
international presentation of the event, i.e. travel
and travel related costs such as transport,
accommodation and subsistence.

Find out

more &

Apply

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To access details on: the latest public health
measures; vaccine updates and registration portal; and the supports
available for recovery click on the image below

COVID-19 Symptoms: For details of symptoms visit the HSE
Website.
 
Co Wicklow Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative,
launched in response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County
Council has a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of
information, tips and supports to mind your mental & physical health
as well as promoting community resilience. Find it HERE.
 
Work Safely Protocol: This protocol contains the current advice on
the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-
19 in the community and workplaces. Click HERE to access the
protocol.
 
Guidelines for Reopening Sports Grounds: These guidelines
provide for a suite of mitigation measures to allow for the safe return
of spectators to sporting events. Click HERE to access the
guidelines.

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email
to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject 'Unsubscribe'.

 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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