
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending

22nd October 2021

Welcome to our latest update. 

How the weeks are flying by, it's hard to believe we are almost at the
end of October already and we are discussing our end of year
Members' Meeting. 
 
It's been a challenging week to say the least!
 
We were very disappointed that due to unforeseen circumstances
we had to cancel our Wicklow Municipal District Meet your Local
Elected Representatives online event.  Apologies for any
inconvenience caused.  We would encourage you all to spread the
word and book your place for the online session in your Municipal
District and avail of the opportunity these online sessions provide
for you/your community to discuss matters affecting your local area
with your Local Elected Representatives. 
 
Considering the Government announcements on COVID-19
guidelines this week and working in collaboration with Co. Wicklow
Partnership and the Signal Arts Centre we have reviewed plans for
the in person 'Celebrating & Connecting Communities' event.  As a
number of commitments were already made the decision was taken
to go ahead with the event.  We have scaled back the plans and
numbers, booking is essential, and we will require that all adults
attending show proof of COVID vaccination or recovery.  We are still
open for bookings and if you are free for a couple of hours tomorrow
(Sat 23rd Oct) why not book to pop in for the chat and some lovely
locally sources artisan food.  We would love to meet you our
member groups in person tomorrow in Aughrim. 
 
The bookings links for all these events are included in the Co.
Wicklow PPN News section of this update.  We look forward to you
joining us.
 

Lots of opportunity for networking and dialogue coming your way!
 

In addition, you will have received an email from us last Monday
(18th Oct) with our draft policies.  We welcome your feedback on the
draft policies and plan to bring the final versions back to you our
members before the end of the year for ratification. 
 
Finally, Helen represented both the Wicklow PPN and PPN's
nationally on the panel at the Department of Rural and Community
Development hosted webinar: Community Call: Learning for the
Future.  You can access her presentation in our PPN News section
below.  A huge thanks and well done to Helen.

 
Enjoy the Bank Holiday weekend.

To catch up on all the PPN news, open funding schemes and
consultations, and other local and national news scroll through the
update or click on the links below to jump straight to a specific
section:  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information

Co Wicklow PPN News

Please spread the word and encourage other members of your
group, community, friends, and family to join our events.

If you have any difficulty booking a place through the links included
below please contact Helen or Grainne.

Celebrating & Connecting Communities
Sat 23rd October @ 2pm

Community Sports Hall Aughrim 

We are inviting you to join this COVID-19 guidelines compliant
gathering of community groups at the Aughrim Community Sports
Hall (inside and outside), to share local artisan food, chat and meet
colleagues from the community & voluntary sector, connect with
new people who are also active in their communities throughout the
County, go for a walk and maybe even plant some bulbs.
 
This will be a truly inclusive event for all ages.

Book your place and find out more

(booking is essential)

An Opportunity
for dialogue with your

Local Elected Representatives

Following the success of our online 'Meet your Local Elected
Representatives' sessions last year we are back on zoom again this
year and preparing to give our member groups and local
communities the opportunity to chat with their Local Municipal
District Elected Representatives and to ask questions about issues,
plans etc for your area/community.
 
Pull together your questions and visit our Eventbrite booking page
for your local event to ensure you are part of these conversations
with your local Councillors.  

Next up in this series:
 

Meet your Greystones Municipal District Elected Representatives
Thurs 28th October @ 7.30pm 

 
To book your place and submit your question/s click on the button

below:

Greystones MD

(28th Oct)

The dates for our 'Meet your Local Elected Representatives' online
event for the other three Municipal Districts are as follows:

 
Bray: Thursday 4th November

Baltinglass: Thursday 11th November
Arklow: Thursday 25th November 

 
To book your place and submit your question/s click on the button

for your Municipal District below:

Bray MD

(4th Nov)

Baltinglass MD

(11th Nov)

Arklow MD

(25th Nov)

Wicklow PPN Presentation
at the Department of Rural and Community

Development hosted webinar: Community Call:
Learning for the Future. 

 
Helen spoke about the role of Wicklow PPN and
PPNs nationally in the Community Call and the
learning from it.   Click HERE to access the
presentation.  

Resources from PPN Training
 

Visit the Train & Support page of our Website to
access resources from all our training sessions,

including our session last week (14th Oct)
'Looking After Your Group's Money' online

session.

PPN Policies
Seeking your feedback

 
Closing Date for feedback: 9am Monday 1st

November
 

Co Wicklow PPN is committed to implementing
good governance practices at all times.  As part of
this commitment, we are reviewing our policies
and procedures to ensure they are in line with
current guidelines and directives.
 
It is important that our members know that we
practice good governance, and you are aware and
approve of the policies & procedures we have in
place.

Have a look
at the policies
and send us

any feedback/
suggestions

you have
about them

(good or bad)
 

List of Policies for Member Review (Click on policy name to access
document):

 
Co Wicklow PPN Constitution
PPN Election Policy (and nomination form)
PPN Complaints Procedure
PPN Representatives Code of Conduct
PPN Sub-groups Terms of Reference
PPN Member Re-registration Protocol
PPN Safe Driving Policy

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports,
Submissions, News, Training resources and COVID-19 support
information.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th November.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar.  If you need the password for this
section of the website, please email or call us. 
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Wicklow Sports & Recreation Partnership have
launched their Strategic Plan 2020-2023 with this

great video.
 

What does sport mean to you?

 

Funding Announcement for the County ...

Minister Humphreys announces €3.5 million for
outdoor activities

 
Amongst the Wicklow projects included in this
funding are: 
 
Kilmacanogue Nature Trail 
Lacken Mass Path
Kilcoole Mass Path
Avonmore Kayak Project
Age Friendly Triobikes for older people 
Keadeen Access
St. Kevin's Way Video Guide
Avoca Red Kite & Mottee Stone
Waymarking of the Wicklow Way 

 

Artists from The Arklow Visual Arts Gallery (AVA)
showcase

in the newly renovated gallery space in Adrian
O'Brien's, 2 Church buildings,

Main street, Arklow
Open 26th October - 26th November
10am to 5pm (excluding Sundays)

 
The exhibition is free and will bring together a
collective of established and up-and-coming
artists to showcase their work. In addition to the
art, there will be displays of services offered by
Adrian O'Brien's.
 
This is a wonderful collaboration between a long-
established business in the heart of this thriving
coastal town and its creative community.

 

Signal Arts Centre is seeking a volunteer to take up the role of
Company Secretary

 
Signal Arts Centre has been operating in Bray for over 30 years and
has been an independent not-for-profit Visual Arts space since
1999.
 
In 2012 they bought the building they are now housed in and hold a
mortgage with the social bank, Clann Credo. The centre operates a
community employment project specifically set-up for artists and
those seeking experience of arts work.
 
Signal has a large arts membership and a fortnightly exhibition
programme. It is a busy & vibrant centre and has been the recent
recipient of Arts Council support to help address future
developments.
 
Current Board members can be seen HERE.
 
For more information about this volunteering opportunity please
contact Signal Arts Centre Tel 01 276 2039 or Email:
info@signalartscentre.ie

Getting Connected Online
Six Mondays mornings commencing 1st Nov

run by Community Section KWETB
 

On this course you will learn how to use Zoom
and other safe means of communicating online in
a friendly space.  You don't need to have any
previous tech experience to join.
 
Click HERE to access more details. Register

"Frightful" Family Cooking Course
County Wicklow Partnership 

26th - 29th Oct (one hour per day on Zoom)
 

Halloween Family Cooking Course
Get ready to do some ghoulish and frightful
cooking from the comfort of your own home during
this Halloween mid-term. The spaces are limited
so be sure to book your place ASAP.  For more
info contact Mailyn on 087 - 1500234

Dates/Timeline in relation to the County Development Plan
 

Please note that if you missed the recent opportunity to make a
submission there will be another chance in April 2022

National News

 
Age Friendly Ireland

Housing Webinar: Policy to Practice
2nd November

 

Find out

more &

Register

Other Age Friendly Webinars coming your way..
 

14th Dec '21: Community Support & Health
Services

11th Jan '22: Social Participation
8th Feb '22: Respect & Social Inclusion

8th Mar '22: Communication & Information
12th Apr '22: Transportation

10th May '22: Outdoor Spaces & Buildings
14th June '22: Civic Participation & Employment

 
As soon as registration details are available we
will share them with you.

 

 

Free Online Living Well Programme
for CHO6 (Dublin South East, Dun Laoghaire & Wicklow).

Living Well is an evidence based self-management support
programme for adults living with long-term health conditions.

It aims to support people with long-term health conditions to acquire
the skills to become better self-managers of their own health
conditions.

For more information and to register contact Triona Mcnamee Email:
triona.mcnamee@hse.ie Mobile: 087 4053 880. 
 
To find out more about the programme click HERE.

ILMI Working Group on Deinstitutionalisation:
Discussion space to inform ILMI (Independent

Living Movement Ireland) representation on key
spaces including HSE Advisory Group in relation

to under 65’s in Nursing Homes
 

Zoom, Thursday 29th October 2-3pm 
 
Call from ILMI:
ILMI is calling disabled people to join a working
group to develop our thinking on how best to
inform practice and policy to ensure the State
moves to compliance under Article 19 of the
UNCRPD.
 
A key role for the ILMI working group on
Deinstitutionalisation will be to develop collective
analysis to support our representative and also
provide a sounding board to tease out information
from the Expert Group and develop strategic
responses.

 

To register for
this ILMI

working group,
email

info@ilmi.ie.

 

 

Creating our Future
 
A Government of Ireland campaign to stimulate a
national conversation that generates ideas from
the public to inform the direction of research in
Ireland.
 
Creating Our Future is an opportunity for you to
tell the Government what researchers in Ireland
should explore to create a better future.
 
The Campaign holds online drop-in sessions
every Thursday with researchers and wider
stakeholders to help outline what we've been up
to and to answer your questions about the
campaign

 

Find out how to get
involved.

 

To join the
Thursday drop

in sessions
from 10 -

10.45am click
HERE.

Community Finance Ireland
Annual Report Launched

 
To access the full report including Leinster client

cases click HERE.
 

 

Charity Trustees’ Week 2021 (CTW) 
15th - 19th November

Theme: Renewal
 

The CTW provides an opportunity to highlight the excellent and
often unseen work of charity trustees and encourages new people
to consider volunteering opportunities.
 
Pobal is very pleased to take part in Charity Trustees Week 2021.
To celebrate CTW 2021 Pobal is building on this theme and is
focusing specifically on “Building Resilience During and Post
COVID-19”. 
 
Pobal will be running a schedule of events throughout the week. 
The sessions will share the experiences of how organisations,
supported by the Department of Rural and Community Development
and Pobal, have built their board and organisation resilience during
the pandemic with a particular emphasis on what their plans are for
the future to maintain this resilience post COVID-19. The regional
events are as follows:
 
15h Nov:  Munster - Rape Crisis Network Ireland – Miriam Duffy &
Obair Newmarket-on-Fergus – Edwin Bailey
 
17th Nov: Leinster - Independent Living Movement Ireland – Des
Kelly & Akina Dada wa Africa – Oluchi Porter
 
18th Nov: Ulster - Dundalk FM – Emma Coffey & Knockatallon
Development Company – Mary Mullen
 
19th Nov: Connaught - Galway Traveller Movement – Margaret
O’Riada & Crossmolina Community Council board member
 
All regional events will be in the morning from 9.30-10.15am
 
Click HERE to register for the session(s) of your choice. 
Registrations will close at COB on Monday 8th Nov. 

Our Rural Future - Rural Ideas Fora
 

The events scheduled are as follows:
 

27 October – 11am-1pm: Transitioning to Climate-
Neutral Society

10 November – 11am-1pm: Revitalising Towns
and Villages

  
The Department of Rural and Community
Development is holding a series of Rural Ideas
Fora in the coming weeks.  The series of  events
will focus on specific themes within Our Rural
Future, the national rural development policy
published earlier this year, and will be an
opportunity to discuss the challenges and
opportunities that impact on rural communities
and economies.  Attendees will learn more about
ongoing work relating to key objectives contained
in the policy and hear from a panel of key
stakeholders.

 

Find out

more &

Register

 

The 6th European Migration Forum
online meeting

on the 27th and 28th of October 2021
 
The topic of this year's edition is 'From pandemic to recovery':
challenges and best practices in migration management. The forum
is a platform for dialogue between civil society and the European
institutions on issues relating to migration, asylum and the
integration of third-country nationals (TCNs) and is run by the
European Commission (EC) and the European Economic and
Social Committee (EESC). You can learn more and register HERE

Consultations 

South Irish Sea project
Energia Renewables public consultation

Closing Date: Friday 26th November
 
This renewable energy project is proposed to be
located at a minimum of 10km and up to 25km off
the coasts of Co. Wexford and south Co. Wicklow
in the South Irish Sea.
 
This consultation is the first in a series of
opportunities to meet the project team and learn
more about the South Irish Sea project.
 
Energia’s project team is holding a public webinar
on Tuesday 9th November from 7-8pm and people
are invited to attend to learn more about the
project and ask questions. To register click on the
link opposite..
 
A recording of the webinar will also be made
available online following the event. Information
clinics, for anyone wishing to discuss specific
aspects with the project team, will be held from
15th – 19th November. Bookings can be made
through the project website.

 

An online
exhibition

room is open
click HERE to

access it. 
 

It includes:
survey area
maps,
indicative
photo
illustrations,
a project
timeline,
and other
information on
the project and
engagement
with local and
fishing
communities. 

Draft Overarching National Standards for the Care
and Support of Children using Health and Social

Care Services
HIQA and the Mental Health Commission 

Closing Date: 5pm Thurs 28 October
 

These draft national standards set out what
outcomes a child using health or social care
services should expect and what a service needs
to do to achieve these outcomes. The standards
cover all health and social care services working
with children including disability services, mental
health services, primary care services, hospital
services and children’s social services. The
standards aim to support health and social care
services to deliver high-quality, safe, consistent
and coordinated care and support to children
using these services.

 

Find out

more and

contribute

Engagement with Communities and Interested
Parties on Forestry

Closing Date: Tuesday 26th October
 
Irish Rural Link are undertaking an independent
study on behalf of the Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine (DAFM) on the role of forests
in communities. The purpose of this engagement
process is to gather views to inform the
development of the wider 'Shared National Vision'
for forests, woodland and trees to develop a new
Forest Strategy for Ireland. There is scope to
expand Ireland's forest area further and the
development of the next Irish Strategy will provide
opportunities to shape the development of a
shared national approach for our existing and
future forests.
 
As part of this study they would like you to invite
you to complete an online survey to gather your
views and feedback on the important role forests
can play, including the beneficial and potential
adverse impacts of forests and trees in
communities.

 

Access

the

survey

Consultation on Palliative Care
Closing Date: 5pm Monday 25th October

 
The Department of Health is updating its palliative
care policy for adults and is conducting a public
consultation to get the views of individuals,
organisations and communities throughout the
country on palliative and end of life care.
 
The Department is asking members of the public
as well as community groups and organisations to
submit their thoughts about end of life care
through a survey.
 
There are two versions of the survey, one for
individuals and one for organisations.

 

Find out

more &

access

the

survey

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

Rural Recovery Fund 
Closing Date: 5pm Friday 19th November

 
This one-year fund was created with support from
Google.org and The Department of Rural and
Community Development under the Dormant
Accounts Fund. 
 
The fund aims to support innovative not-for-profit
organisations that are working to increase their
impact in supporting rural communities to recover
from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and
build resilience for future challenges. The fund will
support services and groups to build capacity and
knowledge as well as increasing their impact in
their communities and across rural Ireland
 
The Fund will focus on projects which rise to the
challenge of:  

Re-skilling/upskilling/diversifying the labour
force, 
Economic and social inclusion of
marginalised communities,
Job creation in rural areas (including
supporting social enterprises to grow their
operations)
Equal access to education for rural
communities,
Digital inclusion for all, (closing the digital
divide).

 

 

Find out

more &

Apply

Environment and Nature Fund 2021
Closing Date: Friday 12th November

 
The Community Foundation for Ireland in
partnership with the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage is inviting community
groups to apply for grant funding to engage an
ecologist and develop a Community Biodiversity
Plan (CBP) for their local area. Within the scheme,
three levels of grant funding will be offered.

Find out

more &

Apply

Irish Hospice Foundation (IHF) Seed Grants
Closing Date: 5pm Friday 29th October

 
IHF offer up to 26 Seed Grants to support
communities and individuals across the country
with self-directed creative explorations of dying,
death, grief, bereavement, and loss. Grants are a
maximum of €1,000 each.

Find out

more &

Apply

ST. PATRICK’S FESTIVAL X TIKTOK
€100,000 CREATIVE FUND 

 
Closing Date: 6pm Sunday 24th October

Find out

more &

Apply

This fund is available to community and voluntary organisations,
charities and social enterprises who use artistic and cultural
interventions as a tool to connect, enhance and inspire their
communities.
 
10 x €10,000 awards are available to develop and deliver a
creative, artistic, or cultural project in your community. The 10
successful groups will be supported throughout the process by the
St. Patrick’s Festival team and groups may also use their fund to
work with professional local artists, performers, creatives, and crews
to help bring their project to life.

The Katie Taylor Bursary 
open for applicants

Closing date: Friday 29th October 
 
The aim of this bursary is to support a sports
person who is entering college to continue playing
the sport/sports they love while in third level
education and is worth €1,500 per year for up to 4
years.
 
Contact the Local Sports Partnership on 0404 -
20100 or wicklowlsp@wicklowcoco.ie for more
information & an application form.

 

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To access details on: the latest public health
measures; vaccine updates and registration portal; and the supports
available for recovery click on the image below

COVID-19 Symptoms: For details of symptoms visit the HSE
Website.
 
Co Wicklow Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative,
launched in response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County
Council has a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of
information, tips and supports to mind your mental & physical health
as well as promoting community resilience. Find it HERE.
 
Work Safely Protocol: This protocol contains the current advice on
the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-
19 in the community and workplaces. Click HERE to access the
protocol.
 
Guidelines for Reopening Sports Grounds: These guidelines
provide for a suite of mitigation measures to allow for the safe return
of spectators to sporting events. Click HERE to access the
guidelines.

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email
to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject 'Unsubscribe'.

 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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