
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending

15th October 2021

Welcome to our latest update. 

Sunday (17th Oct) will mark the beginning of Social Inclusion Week
2021.  While many organisations have again made the difficult
decision not to host events there are still a few events and activities
planned in the County.  Check out the Local News Section of this
update for details on these events.
 
We are delighted to be part of the closing event of Social Inclusion
Week 2021.  Working in collaboration with County Wicklow
Partnership, Signal Arts Centre and Aughrim Sports & Leisure
Association we will host a truly inclusive 'in person' event on Sat
23rd Oct, which will celebrate the achievements of our communities
during the very challenging COVID times and enable people to
connect and network in a safe way to inspire and support each other
in our community activities.
 
Booking is essential for this event as places are limited to ensure
compliance with COVID regulations and your safety and enjoyment
of the event. 
 
Remember to join our virtual tour of the County on Thursday nights. 
Over the next five Thursday nights we will be hosting 'Meet Your
Local Municipal District Elected Representatives' online sessions. 
These sessions provide a great opportunity to connect with your
local Councillors and chat about the needs and plans for your area. 
  
 
The bookings links for all these events are included in the Co.
Wicklow PPN News section of this update.  We look forward to you
joining us.
 

Lots of opportunity for networking and dialogue coming your way!
 

In addition, to organising these events the PPN Secretariat and in
particular the Policy Review Subgroup and ourselves have been
reviewing our policies and procedures.  We have prepared a
number of new policies and reviewed others including our
Constitution to ensure compliance with; current governance
guidelines and directives, and the National PPN Handbook. We will
be circulating the policies to you our members for feedback next
week before bringing them back to you for ratification before the end
of this year.

To catch up on all the PPN news, open funding schemes and
consultations, and other local and national news scroll through the
update or click on the links below to jump straight to a specific
section:  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information

Co Wicklow PPN News

Celebrating & Connecting Communities
Sat 23rd October @ 2pm

Community Sports Hall Aughrim 

This event will celebrate the achievements of our communities
during the very challenging COVID times and allow people to
connect and network in a safe way to inspire and support each other
in our community activities.
 
We are inviting you to join this gathering of community groups at the
Aughrim Community Sports Hall (inside and outside), to share local
artisan food, chat and meet colleagues from the community &
voluntary sector, connect with new people who are also active in
their communities throughout the County, go for a walk and maybe
even plant some bulbs.
 
This will be a truly inclusive event for all ages.

Book your place and find out more

(booking is essential)

An Opportunity
for dialogue with your

Local Elected Representatives

Following the success of our online 'Meet your Local Elected
Representatives' sessions last year we are back on zoom again this
year and preparing to give our member groups and local
communities the opportunity to chat with their Local Municipal
District Elected Representatives and to ask questions about issues,
plans etc for your area/community.
 
Pull together your questions and visit our Eventbrite booking page
for your local event to ensure you are part of these conversations
with your local Councillors.  

First up in this series:
 

Meet your Wicklow Municipal District Elected Representatives
Thurs 21st October @ 7.30pm 

 
To book your place and submit your question/s click on the button

below:

Wicklow MD

(21st Oct)

The dates for our 'Meet your Local Elected Representatives' online
event for the other four Municipal Districts are as follows:

 
Greystones: Thursday 28th October

Bray: Thursday 4th November
Baltinglass: Thursday 11th November

Arklow: Thursday 18th November (subject to change, will confirm in
next weeks update)

 
To book your place and submit your question/s click on the button

for your Municipal District below:

Greystones MD

(28th Oct)

Bray MD

(4th Nov)

Baltinglass MD

(11th Nov)

Arklow MD

(18th Nov or 25th)

Please spread the word and encourage other members of your
group, community, friends, and family to join our events.

If you have any difficulty booking a place through the links included
above please contact Helen or Grainne.

PPN Submissions
 

Based on the contributions from our members at
our recent 'Let's Talk About Policing, Safety &
Security in our Community' online event Co.
Wicklow prepared a submission to the 2022
Policing Plan.  Click HERE to access the
submission.  Thank you to everyone that
contributed to the submission

Resources from PPN Training
 

At our Thursday Night is Network Night session
this week under the expert guidance of Andrea

Shupinski (Carmichael) we learned about
Financial Management, Income & Expenditure,
and Financial Reporting. We will circulate and

upload the resources from this session next week.
 

Visit the Train & Support page of our Website to
access resources from our training sessions,

including our session last week (7th Oct)
'Sourcing Funding for your Group' online session.

 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports,
Submissions, News, Training resources and COVID-19 support
information.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 19th October.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar.  If you need the password for this
section of the website, please email or call us. 
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Community Section KWETB Training Courses

Building Resilience 
Course for Community Leaders

Six Thursday nights commencing 21st Oct
 

This course is aimed at the leaders of community
groups.  It will create a space for sharing
experiences and the impact of COVID-19 on
community groups and its members.
 
Click HERE to access more details. Register

Getting Connected Online
Six Mondays mornings commencing 1st Nov

 
On this course you will learn how to use Zoom
and other safe means of communicating online in
a friendly space.  You don't need to have any
previous tech experience to join.
 
Click HERE to access more details.

Register

Bray Area Partnership (BAP)
Social Inclusion Week Events

All events are supported by the partnerships Social Inclusion &
Community Activation Programme (SICAP)

Healthy Eating for Healthy Ageing Programme
Commencing: 15th October 2021

 
A four-week healthy eating programme with
weekly cookery demonstrations that support our
bodies with ageing. The programme will be led by
Nutritional Therapist and Health Coach Linda
Hickey and is being run in collaboration with
Purple House. 

Fáilte Isteach Meet-up
21st October 2021

 
Students and tutors from Bray Area Partnership’s Fáilte Isteach
English language classes are holding a socially-distanced meet-up
on Bray Seafront to celebrate their success in keeping classes
going through challenging times during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Fáilte Isteach is a national Third Age Ireland initiative where people
from local communities volunteer their time to teach practical
conversational English to people from other countries who live in
their community. Classes are free and usually take place in a
friendly café style setting but have been taking place successfully
via Zoom in recent times.

Wellbeing Workshops in DEIS schools
 
BAP is holding festival style workshops in two
local DEIS schools – Newtown Primary School on
20th October and St. Kilian’s Community School
on 22nd October, led by Aisling Kirwan and
Yvonne Doyle. The main aim of the workshops is
fun and joy for the children, with mindfulness,
gratitude, positive intentions talk, smoothies,
healthy treats, inspirational cards and a gratitude
tree. 

Social Enterprise training programme
 

BAP SEED 2 Initiative is launching a series of free workshops for
social enterprises to help them trade successfully while delivering
socially-inclusive supports and services in their local communities. 

For more information on all the Bray Area Partnership Events listed
above click HERE

"Frightful" Family Cooking Course
County Wicklow Partnership 

26th - 29th Oct (one hour per day on Zoom)
 

Halloween Family Cooking Course
Get ready to do some ghoulish and frightful
cooking from the comfort of your own home during
this Halloween mid-term. The spaces are limited
so be sure to book your place ASAP.  For more
info contact Mailyn on 087 - 1500234

Bray Active Retirement Art Group
 
The Art Group of Bray Active Retirement meets
weekly to share, stay connected and inspire one
another with art.
 
Visit their exhibition which runs until Sunday 24th
October 2021 in the Signal Arts Centre, Bray
 
Check out the Signal Arts Centre Website for
details of this and other upcoming exhibitions.  

Digital Upskilling for Heritage Enthusiasts
Free 7 week course

commencing: 21st October 
organised by Wicklow Heritage Office

 
This course is designed to help groups and
individuals who are already active in some aspect
of Wicklow's natural, cultural or historical heritage
to make better use of digital tools to expand the
reach of efforts and to connect with wider
audiences. 

Find out

more

&

book

Dates/Timeline in relation to the County Development Plan
 

Please note that if you missed the recent opportunity to make a
submission there will be another change in April 2020

National News

Community Call: Learning for the Future – Online
Webinar

2 to 4pm Thursday 21st October 
 

The Community Call was an unprecedented
mobilisation of national government, local
government and the community & voluntary sector
to support vulnerable people in our communities
during the COVID-19 emergency.
 
At this webinar hosted by the Department of Rural
and Community Development and NESC,
statutory, local authority and community and
voluntary speakers will reflect on how these new
ways of working can be built upon for effective
policy and service delivery in future.
 
Our own Helen Howes will be presenting at this
webinar.

.

Webinar

Programme

 

Find out

more & book

 

 

We Act Campaign
focused on elevating the stories of impact from the

Community & Voluntary sector 
launches on 27th October

 
You are invited to the Soft Launch Town Hall
session.  This event will be a chance for you to
find out all about the campaign, and learn how
you, and the other groups in your area, can get
involved.
 
The campaign presents a great opportunity for
community and voluntary groups in your area to
have their stories heard and show the impact they
have in our communities every day.

Simply click on your preferred date opposite and
fill in the short RSVP form. Please note that all
sessions are the same.

Click on the
date below to

book your
place:

 
19th October

2.30pm –
3.30pm

20th October
6.30pm –
7.30pm

22nd October
10am –11am

Menopause & Mental Health Webinar
Monday 18th Oct

2 -3.30pm 
organised by Mental Health Ireland

 
This webinar will explore the effects of
menopause on mental health for women of all
experiences and backgrounds with a discussion
from expert speakers on policy, supports, culture
and challenging the narratives that need to
change.

 

Register

 

 

Charity Trustees’ Week 2021 (CTW) 
15th - 19th November

Theme: Renewal
 

The CTW provides an opportunity to highlight the excellent and
often unseen work of charity trustees and encourages new people
to consider volunteering opportunities.
 
Pobal is very pleased to take part in Charity Trustees Week 2021.
To celebrate CTW 2021 Pobal is building on this theme and is
focusing specifically on “Building Resilience During and Post
COVID-19”. 
 
Pobal will be running a schedule of events throughout the week. 
The sessions will share the experiences of how organisations,
supported by the Department of Rural and Community Development
and Pobal, have built their board and organisation resilience during
the pandemic with a particular emphasis on what their plans are for
the future to maintain this resilience post COVID-19. The regional
events are as follows:
 
15h Nov:  Munster - Rape Crisis Network Ireland – Miriam Duffy &
Obair Newmarket-on-Fergus – Edwin Bailey
 
17th Nov: Leinster - Independent Living Movement Ireland – Des
Kelly & Akina Dada wa Africa – Oluchi Porter
 
18th Nov: Ulster - Dundalk FM – Emma Coffey & Knockatallon
Development Company – Mary Mullen
 
19th Nov: Connaught - Galway Traveller Movement – Margaret
O’Riada & Crossmolina Community Council board member
 
All regional events will be in the morning from 9.30-10.15am
 
Click HERE to register for the session(s) of your choice. 
Registrations will close at COB on Monday 8th Nov. 

Age Friendly Ireland
International Webinar Series

 
The events scheduled are as follows:

2nd Nov '21: Housing
14th Dec '21: Community Support & Health

Services
11th Jan '22: Social Participation

8th Feb '22: Respect & Social Inclusion
8th Mar '22: Communication & Information

12th Apr '22: Transportation
10th May '22: Outdoor Spaces & Buildings

14th June '22: Civic Participation & Employment
 
As soon as registration details are available we
will share them with you.

 

 

 

Budget 2022: Ministers Humphreys and O’Brien deliver €376
million for Rural and Community Development

 
Some €200 million in funding is to be used to expand all of the
Department’s rural schemes, such as Town and Village Renewal,
CLÁR, Outdoor Recreation, LEADER and the Rural Regeneration
Development Fund (RRDF).
 
Budget 2022 also provides for the appointment of the first ever Town
Regeneration Officers.
 
To read more about the budget allocation to Rural & Community
Development click HERE

Our Rural Future - Rural Ideas Fora
 

The events scheduled are as follows:
18th Oct - 11am-1pm: Remote Working - An

Opportunity for Rural Ireland 
27 October – 11am-1pm: Transitioning to Climate-

Neutral Society
10 November – 11am-1pm: Revitalising Towns

and Villages
  

The Department of Rural and Community
Development is holding a series of Rural Ideas
Fora in the coming weeks.  The series of three
online events will focus on specific themes within
Our Rural Future, the national rural development
policy published earlier this year, and will be an
opportunity to discuss the challenges and
opportunities that impact on rural communities
and economies.  Attendees will learn more about
ongoing work relating to key objectives contained
in the policy and hear from a panel of key
stakeholders.

 

Find out

more &

register

 

Social Entrepreneurs Ireland
 Spark sessions

in partnership with HerGenuity Afrika
 
They are seeking members of new and emerging
communities in Ireland who are seeking solutions
to a social problem, the sessions are free and run
online from 6 to 7pm Wednesday 20th of October
and Wednesday 27th of October.
 
You can email mary@socialentrepreneurs.ie for
more information or register HERE. 

 

 

The 6th European Migration Forum
online meeting

on the 27th and 28th of October 2021
 
The topic of this year's edition is 'From pandemic to recovery':
challenges and best practices in migration management. The forum
is a platform for dialogue between civil society and the European
institutions on issues relating to migration, asylum and the
integration of third-country nationals (TCNs) and is run by the
European Commission (EC) and the European Economic and
Social Committee (EESC). You can learn more and register HERE

Consultations 

Youth Attitudes towards Drugs
 
Keep an eye out for the Wicklow Comhairle na
nÓg survey coming to a school or youth group
near you soon and make sure that young people's
voices and experiences are heard.

Draft Overarching National Standards for the Care
and Support of Children using Health and Social

Care Services
HIQA and the Mental Health Commission 

Closing Date: 5pm Thurs 28 October
 

These draft national standards set out what
outcomes a child using health or social care
services should expect and what a service needs
to do to achieve these outcomes. The standards
cover all health and social care services working
with children including disability services, mental
health services, primary care services, hospital
services and children’s social services. The
standards aim to support health and social care
services to deliver high-quality, safe, consistent
and coordinated care and support to children
using these services.

 

Find out

more and

contribute

Baltinglass Town CCTV System
 
The Gardai in Baltinglass are commencing a
community consultation process for a town CCTV
system in Baltinglass itself.
 
Any feedback please contact Eimear in
Baltinglass Garda Station on 059 6482617.

 

Engagement with Communities and Interested
Parties on Forestry

Closing Date: Tuesday 26th October
 
Irish Rural Link are undertaking an independent
study on behalf of the Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine (DAFM) on the role of forests
in communities. The purpose of this engagement
process is to gather views to inform the
development of the wider 'Shared National Vision'
for forests, woodland and trees to develop a new
Forest Strategy for Ireland. There is scope to
expand Ireland's forest area further and the
development of the next Irish Strategy will provide
opportunities to shape the development of a
shared national approach for our existing and
future forests.
 
As part of this study they would like you to invite
you to complete an online survey to gather your
views and feedback on the important role forests
can play, including the beneficial and potential
adverse impacts of forests and trees in
communities.

 

Access

the

survey

Consultation on Palliative Care
Closing Date: 5pm Monday 25th October

 
The Department of Health is updating its palliative
care policy for adults and is conducting a public
consultation to get the views of individuals,
organisations and communities throughout the
country on palliative and end of life care.
 
The Department is asking members of the public
as well as community groups and organisations to
submit their thoughts about end of life care
through a survey.
 
There are two versions of the survey, one for
individuals and one for organisations.

 

Find out

more &

access

the

survey

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

ST. PATRICK’S FESTIVAL X TIKTOK
€100,000 CREATIVE FUND 

 
Closing Date: 6pm Sunday 24th October

Find out

more &

Apply

This fund is available to community and voluntary organisations,
charities and social enterprises who use artistic and cultural
interventions as a tool to connect, enhance and inspire their
communities.
 
10 x €10,000 awards are available to develop and deliver a
creative, artistic, or cultural project in your community. The 10
successful groups will be supported throughout the process by the
St. Patrick’s Festival team and groups may also use their fund to
work with professional local artists, performers, creatives, and crews
to help bring their project to life.

The Older Persons’ Fund
Community Foundation for Ireland

Closing Date: 4.30pm Wed 20th October

Find out

more

The Older Persons’ Fund is a long-term philanthropic fund which
promotes the civic engagement of older people, as a means of
working towards making a difference in their communities.
 
This year the fund has the following two categories that you may
apply for a grant under:
 
Inclusion of older people in active citizenship roles – Grants of up to
€7,500 will be available to organisations working towards inclusion
of older people in active citizenship roles.
 
Supporting older peoples’ voices at local & national level – Grants
of up to €7,500 will be available to organisations working towards
supporting older peoples’ engagement in advocacy.

Awareness Raising Initiatives for Social
Enterprise (ARISE) Scheme 2021

Closing Date: 5pm Wed 20th October

Find out

more

This Scheme will provide funding to increase awareness of social
enterprises and their potential, in line with the Awareness Raising
Strategy.
 
The scheme provides funding under two strands:
 
Strand One will be aimed at individual social enterprises. It is
envisaged that they will tell their story and highlight how their social
enterprise is improving people’s lives.
 
Strand Two will be aimed at Social Enterprise Network and Support
organisations to deliver more general or sectoral messages on what
social enterprises are, and their potential to deliver sustainable and
inclusive development and recovery.

The Katie Taylor Bursary 
open for applicants

Closing date: Friday 29th October 
 
The aim of this bursary is to support a sports
person who is entering college to continue playing
the sport/sports they love while in third level
education and is worth €1,500 per year for up to 4
years.
 
Contact the Local Sports Partnership on 0404 -
20100 or wicklowlsp@wicklowcoco.ie for more
information & an application form.

 

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To access details on: the latest public health
measures; vaccine updates and registration portal; and the supports
available for recovery click on the image below

COVID-19 Symptoms: For details of symptoms visit the HSE
Website.
 
Co Wicklow Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative,
launched in response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County
Council has a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of
information, tips and supports to mind your mental & physical health
as well as promoting community resilience. Find it HERE.
 
Work Safely Protocol: This protocol contains the current advice on
the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-
19 in the community and workplaces. Click HERE to access the
protocol.
 
Guidelines for Reopening Sports Grounds: These guidelines
provide for a suite of mitigation measures to allow for the safe return
of spectators to sporting events. Click HERE to access the
guidelines.

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email
to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject 'Unsubscribe'.

 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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