
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending

13th August 2021

Welcome to our latest update. 

While things have quietened down somewhat during this holiday
season, there is still plenty of news to share with you.   We are using
this time to organise our programme of work for the reminder of the
year.  Check out the PPN News section below for dates for your
Autumn/Winter Diary.
 
Photo compliments of Keith Scanlon, Green Greystones.  This peacock butterfly
graced his front garden this week. If you are interested to find out more check out:
www.irishbutterflies.com (to help ID any butterflies spotted)
www.biodiversityireland.ie (to report butterflies and any other wildlife sightings)

To catch up on PPN news, open funding schemes and
consultations, and other local and national news scroll through the
update or click on the links below to jump straight to a specific
section:  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information

Co Wicklow PPN News

Thursday Night is Network Night
 

Put it in your Diary

We are planning a whole series of online events to run on Thursday
nights at 7.30pm from September through to December.

 
16th Sept: Policing, Safety & Security Network Event
John Hawks of Waterford PPN will present details on the new pilot
Community Policing Forum in Waterford, and we will use the event
to gather your input for a submission to the 2021 Policing Plan for
the County.
 
23rd Sept: Ready & Able to Reopen in 2021
This session will be delivered by Liam Scollan, Carmichael.  Many
of you will remember Liam from our previous Ready & Able to
Reopen and the New Options for Funding sessions.  The session
on the 23rd will address the following topics:

Structure your post-Covid return to operations
Documentation and Covid-19 guidance
Access to Covid-19 manual and templates 

 
30th Sept: Marketing your Group
This session will be delivered by Sorcha MacMahon, Alice
PR/Carmichael and will address the following topics:

Identifying opportunities
Promoting your service or product
Digital marketing

7th Oct: Funding/Fundraising for your Group
Liam Scollan will deliver this session and address the following:

How to make effective applications for funds
Up-to-date information on funding sources
Communicating with funders

14th Oct: Accounting for your Group
This session will be delivered by Andrea Shupinski, Carmichael
and will cover the following:

Financial Management
Income and Expenditure
Reporting

The 'Thursday night is Network night' series with the PPN will
continue through to early December with the following events:

Finding your way around Local Government: We'll being to
find out about specific Strategic Policy Committees and
County Boards
Meet your Local Councillors (we'll do a virtual visit to each
Municipal District)
Network Events: Social Inclusion and Environmental
Our End of Year Members' Meeting (Plenary)

Watch this space and our Facebook page for more details and
booking forms over the coming weeks. 

 
We look forward to your joining us.

 
PPN Representative Reports

 

Click on the links below to access reports from your PPN
Representatives on the following Wicklow County Council Strategic
Policy Committees which held meetings during July:
 
Transportation, Water & Emergency Services SPC
Community Cultural & Social Development SPC

PPN Guide to Making a Submission to the Draft
Wicklow County Development Plan

2021 - 2027
 

To access our Guide to making a Submission,
click on the Link Button below.    

 
We have also included a short video in the guide
which talks you through the Wicklow County
Council Public Consultation Portal.  We hope the
guide and the video help you and your community
to make a submission to the Draft Plan. 

PPN Guide to Making a Submission to the

CDP

 

Please Note:
The Deadline
for submission
to this Public
Consultation

has been
extended 
until 5pm

Monday 30th
August 2021 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports,
Submissions, News, Training resources and COVID-19 support
information.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th September.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  
 
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar.  If you need the password for this
section of the website, please email or call us. 
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Guide to making a
Submission to the Draft County Development Plan, Sustainable
Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Coalition-Building Event for Biodiversity
Mobilisation

on Thurs 19 August at 6pm
(RSVP by Tues 17th)

 
Invitation from

Green Greystones and Climate Case Ireland
UN Biodiversity logo

The coalition for urgent national action on Biodiversity Loss is
(finally) building stronger momentum, 2 and a half years after the
Wicklow Community led the way and declared the first Climate and
Biodiversity Emergency.
 
Several of the Wicklow PPN members (especially youth, community
and environmental groups) have been early and determined
pioneers pushing for change.
 
Climate Case Ireland is now networking together the wider coalition
of groups all across the country.
 
Thank you, Green Greystones.

To find out more about this

event click Here.

The otter is the UN Symbol of Biodiversity.
Otter and Trout Photo by Brian Tansey on

the River Dodder.

Codling Wind Park Newsletter – Summer 2021
 

Click HERE to access the newsletter

'12 Ways of Saving Christmas'
Free Online Course 

over 4 weeks from September 2021 in 90-minute sessions
provided by Co. Wicklow Partnership

 
Contact Kay from the SICAP team on 087 3803 669 to find out more
and secure your place. Places limited and eligibility criteria applies.

Cairdeas Clubhouse, Bray
 
Cairdeas is a service within the EVE network of
HSE mental health services (www.eve.ie), which
provides recovery-based and person-centred
community programmes. 
 
Clubhouses is a non-medical model so members
are seen as unique individuals, who possess
valuable talents, strengths and abilities which
when combined, assist in making the Clubhouse
come alive. This sense of membership, support
and belonging are at the very core of the
Clubhouse Model.

 

Summer

Newsletter

Home Energy Saving Kits
available to borrow from your

local Library branch in Co. Wicklow 
 

Easy to use, each of the 5 tools in the kit will
enable you to see where you can make some
simple savings at home.

Library

Branches

Have you any school bags that you don't use?
 
Ray of Sunshine is collecting unwanted (in good
condition) school bags to support Wicklow
Helping the Homeless. School bags can be
dropped off at any Ray of Sunshine location in the
county.

Funding Announcements for the County ...

Shuttleknit
awarded a grant through the

Social Enterprise Development Fund
 
 
Shuttle Knit empowers female Travellers by
challenging social exclusion and creating
employment opportunities and promoting Traveller
heritage through the design and creation of
knitwear to be sold online at events and in stores.
Shuttle Knit creates long-term, meaningful
employment for this marginalized group and
create a safe and accepting workplace which
contributes to the wellbeing of their staff.

Find out more
about this

social
enterprise on
their webpage
and Facebook

page

Wicklow set to receive €320,000 to enhance
streetscapes & shop fronts in the county

 
The Streetscape Enhancement Initiative will
provide funding to property owners to improve the
facades of their buildings.
 
It aims to make rural towns and villages more
attractive places to live, work and visit. 
 
Speaking after the announcement, Wicklow
Minister Simon Harris said: “Funding of €320,000
for Wicklow towns and villages will see
communities across our county becoming more
colourful, vibrant and attractive places. Projects
will include upgrades to building facades, artwork,
murals, lighting, street furniture and canopies.
“Other projects across Wicklow will include the
commissioning of murals in towns and villages,
the provision of street planting, shrubbery, trees
and flowers boxes and the illumination and
lighting of architectural features. It also includes
the installation of canopies and street furniture
which will contribute to the great work done by
many bar and restaurant owners this summer.

 

Find out

more

about

this

scheme

Local Job Opportunities
 
Armoury Café at Glencree are hiring a kitchen assistant and other
roles.  
 
Message from Glencree:  "If you love what we do, love our magical
location, and have a passion for good coffee and cake, with some
experience in this industry, why not join our team as a permanent
fulltime employee. Competitive rate of pay, staff meals included,
and, if necessary, transport can be arranged to and from
Enniskerry". Please send CV and a short cover note to
gavin.kelly@glencree.ie

National News

National Heritage Week 2021
Saturday 14th to Sunday 22nd August 

Check out the National Heritage Week website to find out about
projects and events in your area or create/organise and register a
heritage project.
 
This year, National Heritage Week is about getting as many people
to enjoy heritage as possible. In particular, heritage project
organisers are encouraged to consider how they can connect with
‘heritage newcomers’, who have not engaged with National
Heritage Week before; groups or individuals who may not
traditionally feel included in local heritage; and heritage enthusiasts
of all ages, when planning their projects.
 
National Heritage Week projects can involve creating something
new, such as developing research about a particular place in your
locality or developing an oral history collection about a moment of
history in a community. Projects can also involve revisiting or
building on a heritage project that you have already worked on,
such as showcasing research you have done on a monument,
waterway or traditional skill, and finding new ways to grow
awareness of it.
 
Projects can be uploaded via the project organisers portal from
Wednesday, 16th June. The last day to submit a project to the
National Heritage Week website will be Monday, 30th August. All
projects uploaded by 30th August will be considered for a National
Heritage Week Award.

For more information on local Heritage Week
events and much more check out:

Our Wicklow Heritage Facebook page and
County Wicklow Heritage Website

BusConnects Dublin Core Bus Corridors Status
Update August 2021

Click Here to access Update

BusConnects is the National Transport Authority’s (NTA)
programme to greatly improve bus and sustainable transport
services. It is a key part of the Government’s polices to improve
public transport and address climate change in Dublin, surrounding
areas and in other cities.

Social Justice Ireland Policy Brief on the topic of
Participation

 
Social Justice Matters Policy Brief’ is a series
designed to provide independent and in-depth
analysis on important social policy issues and to
present policy options that should be prioritised in
the coming years. In this issue they look at the
importance of community and participation, at
local, regional and national levels.

Read in Full

Minister Humphreys publishes 2020 Annual
Report from Department of Rural and Community

Development
 
The report provides a comprehensive overview of
the wide range of policies, programmes and
initiatives developed and delivered by the
Department in 2020.

Click HERE to
access the full

report.

Telling It Like It Is' report from the Alliance of Age
Sector NGOs

 
This report describes the challenges experienced
by older people during the pandemic and calls for
a post-pandemic focus on regaining their positive
role in society.
 
Click HERE to access the full report.

Talking Art Online
in Rural Communities

The Irish Museum of Modern Art (IMMA), in
collaboration with the

Department of Rural and Community
Development

 
Wednesdays during September from 11am - 12
noon (each session is unique and participants
wishing to take part must attend the session from
a BCP). 

 

Find out

More

Boardmatch Trustee Network
 

If you are a charity trustee, not-for-profit board or
committee member the new Boardmatch Trustee
Network may be of interest to you.
 
The new Boardmatch Trustee Network is an
opportunity for voluntary board and committee
members to come together in a confidential setting
to meet with their peers and discuss their
challenges and goals. The network sessions will
include guest speakers and group discussions.
These 1-hour sessions will run quarterly online.
 
The next network session will be held on the 14th
September.

Find out

more &

Join

Join Ireland’s Disability Stakeholder Group
Expressions of Interest Invited

 
The Minister of State with responsibility for
Disability, Anne Rabbitte, T.D., has invited
interested parties to apply to become members of
the next Disability Stakeholders Group (DSG).
This will be the sixth DSG and it will begin its
work in January 2022.

The DSG has an important role in monitoring the
implementation of the National Disability Inclusion
Strategy 2017-2022 (NDIS). The NDIS is the key
cross departmental framework for policy and
action to address the needs of persons with
disabilities in Ireland across. Through its actions,
the strategy supports effective progress in
implementing the United Nations Conventions on
the Rights of Persons with a Disability
(UNCRPD).

Expression

of Interest

Form

(closing

date: 5pm

23 August)

 

Access

Guidance

Notes

Creating Our Future 
 

This campaign was launched by Taoiseach
Micheál Martin T.D. and Minister for Further and

Higher Education, Research, Innovation and
Science Simon Harris T.D. It aims to gather ideas
from people all over the country on research that

could shape a better future for all.

Access the

website

Free Online Living Well Programme
 for CHO6 (Dublin South East, Dun Laoghaire & Wicklow).

 
 
Living Well is an evidence based self-management support
programme for adults living with long-term health conditions.
 
It aims to support people with long-term health conditions to acquire
the skills to become better self-managers of their own health
conditions. 
 
For more information and to register contact Triona Mcnamee Email:
triona.mcnamee@hse.ie Mobile: 087 4053 880.

Good Governance Awards 2021
Closing date: Tues 14th September

 
The Good Governance Awards is an
initiative that recognises and encourages
adherence to good governance practice by
non-profits in Ireland.

 

Find out more 

Consultations 

 Draft Wicklow County Development Plan
2021 - 2027

Closing Date: 5:00pm Monday 30th August 

The County Development Plan sets out an overall strategy for the
proper planning and sustainable development of County Wicklow. It
consists of a written statement and plans and sets out policy and
objectives to guide future development. 
 
Wicklow County Council is inviting interested individuals or groups
to make submissions and observations in respect of the Draft Plan.
Submissions can be made in either of the following ways:

Via their public consultation portal
In writing, marked Draft County Development Plan to: Forward
Planning, Wicklow County Council, Station Road, Wicklow
Town, A67 FW96.

The Draft Plan and associated environmental reports will be on
public display and available for public inspection from the 4th June
to 30th August 2021 (both dates inclusive) on the County Council
public consultation portal or at the following locations:

Wicklow County Council, County Buildings, Station Road,
Wicklow Town
Arklow Municipal District Office, Castle Park, Arklow Town
Blessington Civic Offices, Blessington Business Park,
Blessington
Bray Municipal District Office, Civic Offices, Main Street, Bray
Greystones Municipal District Office, Mill Road, Greystones

Please check the Council’s website or call 0404 20100 for
arrangements to access these buildings as appointments may be
necessary having regard to prevailing COVID precautions.

Click HERE for more information & to make a submission

Submission already make to this consultation are
available to view on the consultation portal.

 
You might find it useful to have a look at some of

them when preparing your own.

View

Submissions

Tree Protection
and the

County Development Plan
Closing Date: 5pm Monday 16th August

Tessa Stewart, PPN Rep. on the Planning, Dev and Environmental
Strategic Planning Committee of Wicklow County Council advises
that Wicklow County Council recently published a call out for Tree
Protection Orders/TPOs to be proposed by the public for inclusion in
the updated draft County Development Plan, to which submissions
can be made before August 16th this year.
 
It may be that you wish some trees or areas of woodland or
hedgerow to be protected for the first time or to have existing TPOs
amended.
 
TPOs can also be suggested to the later Local Area Plans that
follow whenever the Co Dev Plan is finally agreed after several
periods of review and consultation. Since new TPOs were readily
accepted to two previous Co. Development Plans, submitting to the
new County Development Plan by August 16th seems a reliable
way to get the submission for a new or amended TPO accepted and
ready to be enforced.
 
In any case it may be useful to start deciding on trees/areas of
woodland/sections of hedgerow which people wish to see
protected. 
 
The documents attached below clarify how a TPO submissions can
be registered by members of the public before the closing date of
5pm on Monday 16th August.
 
Extract from Draft County Development Plan
 
Tree Protection Order General Information 
 
How to submit new or revised Tree Protection Orders

 
National Implementation Plan for the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs).
 

Closing Date: Friday 10th September

The Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications
has launched an online public consultation for the development of a
new National Implementation Plan for the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).
 
This online consultation aims to:

Assess the awareness of, and engagement with, the
Sustainable Development Goals
Establish general opinion on progress made to-date
Seek feedback and recommendations to inform the drafting
and development of the next National Implementation Plan
A sector-specific section to determine support requirements
are in different sectors

You are invited to be part of this consultation and to share your
views on how we can continue to build on progress and achieve the
17 SDGs by 2030.  
 
Click HERE to find out more and share your views.

National Transport Authority survey on
accessibility of Taxi's and Hackneys 
Closing Date: 5pm Tues 31st August

The National Transport Authority is committed to the provision of
high quality, accessible, sustainable transport connecting people
across Ireland. To this end, NTA wishes to progress inclusive Small
Public Service Vehicle (SPSV – Taxi, Hackney and limousine)
services research. The findings from this survey will help them with
this work by providing information on the demand, delivery, and
accessibility levels of SPSV specific passenger services
nationwide.
 
You can participate in this survey in the following ways:
 
Online: Click HERE to take the survey.
 
By post: if you require a hard-copy version of the survey, please
contact Behaviour & Attitudes at glenn@banda.ie You will also
receive a stamped addressed envelope to facilitate the return of
your completed survey.
 
By telephone: should you prefer to complete the survey in this
manner, please contact Behaviour & Attitudes at glenn@banda.ie or
on 01 2057561.They will arrange for an agent to call you to go
through the questions with you.

1-Minute Insurance Reform Survey
The Wheel

 
The Wheel intend to run this survey for the next
number of months and use it to inform their
interactions with Government, as an active
member of the Alliance for Insurance Reform.

 

Take the

survey

Ireland’s Common Agricultural Policy Strategic
Plan 2023-2027

Closing Date: Friday 27th August

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine is currently
developing Ireland’s CAP Strategic Plan for the period 2023 -2027
(CSP). The CSP will incorporate interventions under both Pillar I
(Direct Payments and Sectoral Interventions) and Pillar II (Rural
Development) and will build upon the progress made under
previous programming periods.
 
To find out more and contribute to this consultation click HERE. 

Sector Survey on Draft Public Awareness Campaign Concepts
The Wheel

Closing Date: 3pm Thurs 19th August
 

The Wheel are now close to finalising the draft concepts of the new
public awareness campaign on the value and impact of the charity,
community, and voluntary and social enterprise sector. To help
ensure the success and creativity of this campaign, They are now
seeking your and feedback on these draft concepts...
 
Click HERE to give your feedback.

Mineral Exploration and Mining in Ireland
Consultation on the Draft Policy Statement on
Mineral Exploration and Mining in Ireland and
associated SEA Environmental Report and AA

Natura Impact Statement

Closing date 5.30pm Friday 15th October 
Find out

More

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.
 
Additional Consultation currently open include:

Bray Sustainable Transport Bridge
Age Friendly Houses Killincarrig Greystones 
Enniskerry Village Renewal
Outdoor Seating & Accessories for Tourism & Hospitality
Businesses
Designation of Bathing Waters

Funding Opportunities

EIL Seed Fund
 

Closing Date: Monday 23rd August

The EIL Seed Fund exists to assist returned volunteers and change-
makers to overcome barriers by providing successful applicants
with funding (up to €200), guidance and support to implement their
own awareness-raising activities or events which will raise
awareness of the Sustainable Development Goals and Global
Justice projects in Ireland. You can apply to the Seed Fund as
individuals or as part of a group.
 
Click HERE to find out more and apply.

Artist in the Community Scheme
Closing Date: Monday 27th Sept (Round 2)

The Arts Council offers awards through the Artist in the Community
Scheme to enable artists and communities of place and/or interest
to work together on projects. The Artist in the Community (AIC)
Scheme is managed by Create.
 
The scheme is open to artists from any of the following artform
disciplines: architecture, circus, street art and spectacle, dance, film,
literature (Irish and English language), music, opera, theatre, visual
arts and traditional arts.
 
Click HERE to find out more and apply or email:
support@create-ireland.ie / phone 01 473 6600.

Mitigating against Educational Disadvantage
Fund 2021

Closing Date: Check with the KWETB

 

The Mitigating Against Educational Disadvantage Fund (MAEDF)
aims to provide funding to support educationally disadvantaged
learners in accessing and participating in community education.
The fund was launched by Minister for Further and Higher
Education, Research, Innovation and Science Simon Harris TD,
and is administered by SOLAS, the further education and training
authority, and the 16 local Education and Training Boards.
 
To find out more about this fund click HERE.
 
Local Education and Training Boards are now inviting applications
from Community Education providers for funding from Mitigating
Educational Disadvantage Fund 2021.

Minister Humphreys
welcomes increased

EU support for
LEADER Programme

Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather
Humphreys TD, has today (Friday, 30th July) confirmed the details
of the final allocation of €20 million in funding through the LEADER
Programme for the period 2021-2022.
 
The allocation is part of the €70 million in funding announced in
April, secured by Minister Humphreys, as part of Our Rural Future –
the government’s five year strategy designed support rural
communities in their recovering from the impact of COVID-19.
 
The funding announced will see the development and
enhancement of locally and rurally-led projects in areas such as
enterprise development, climate change and the green, bio and
circular economy.
 
It will also fund projects that maximise the potential of broadband
and the digital economy in communities, with a particular focus on
skills development and remote working.
 
Click HERE to find out more.
 
The first step in relation to any Leader Funding application is to
complete an Expression of Interest Form.  To find out more about
Leader funding in Co. Wicklow contact County Wicklow Partnership
at Phone: 0402 20955 Email: info@wicklowpartnership

Meet and Code 2021
Closing Date: Wednesday 8th September

 
The event to take place: September 1st - October

31st, 2021
 

Approved event ideas receive a grant of up to
€500 

Find Out

More &

Apply

Town Twinning and Networks of Towns
Closing Date: Thurs 26th August 

 
This measure is aims to supports projects bringing
together a wide range of partner towns in a town-
twinning event around topics in line with the
objectives of the Programme and taking into
consideration the policy priorities.

Find out

More

The Community Foundation for Ireland
Check out their Website for details of all Open Grant Funds

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To access details on: the latest public health
measures; vaccine updates and registration portal; and the supports
available for recovery click on the image below

COVID-19 Symptoms: For details of symptoms visit the HSE
Website.
 
Co Wicklow Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative,
launched in response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County
Council has a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of
information, tips and supports to mind your mental & physical health
as well as promoting community resilience. Find it HERE.
 
Work Safely Protocol: This protocol contains the current advice on
the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-
19 in the community and workplaces. Click HERE to access the
protocol.
 
Guidelines for Reopening Sports Grounds: These guidelines
provide for a suite of mitigation measures to allow for the safe return
of spectators to sporting events. Click HERE to access the
guidelines.

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email
to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject 'Unsubscribe'.

 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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