
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending

18th June 2021

Welcome to our latest update. 

On Tuesday evening (15th) we welcomed many of the PPN
Secretariat and Representatives to a Zoom Networking call.  It was
such a pleasure to catch up with so many of these amazing
volunteers that bring the voice of our member groups to county
policy and decision-making committees and boards.   The meeting
also provided us with ideas and suggestion on how we can
continue to support our Reps in their role.  It was decided to
organise these meetings possibly on a quarterly basis and it was
hoped by all that we can soon meet in person!
 
Our hard-working Policy Review Subgroup met again this week. 
Their work is now focused on the development of Nomination &
Election policies and procedures. 
 
If you have time at all, please do scroll down through our update
and have a look particularly at the open consultations.   
 
In relation to the Draft Wicklow County Development Plan 2021 -
2027 which is currently open for submissions.  We are delighted to
report that we will very shortly have a Guide to making a submission
to this consultation ready to share with you.  

To catch up on PPN news and other local and national news scroll
through the update or click on the links below to jump straight to a
specific section:  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information

Co Wicklow PPN News

PPN Plenary (Members' Meeting)
 

30th June 2021 @ 7.30pm
via Zoom call

We look forward to seeing as many of our member groups as
possible at the first of our two members' meetings in 2021.

 
The initial section of the meeting will be devoted to updating our
members about our work and finances as well as providing you with
an opportunity to steer our work for the rest of the year.
 
The remainder of the meeting will focus on the topic:
 
Valuing our ethnic minorities.
 
We will hear from members of ethnic minorities in Co. Wicklow, and
we will facilitate focus group discussions which will inform a PPN
submission to the National Action Plan Against Racism for Ireland.

Book your place 

PPN Representative
 

Call for Nominations for Vacant Seats

We currently have a number of vacant Representative positions
which we are seeking to fill. We would be very grateful if you or a
member of your group would consider volunteering for any of the
following positions:
 
Wicklow County Childcare Committee: To find out more about this
committee click HERE.  
 
Ring A Link - Carlow, Kilkenny, Tipperary & Wicklow Rural
Transport : To find out more about this committee click HERE.  
 
Co Wicklow PPN Secretariat Environmental Pillar - 2 seats & Social
Inclusion - 1 seat: To find out more about this committee click
HERE. 
 
If you would like any further information or a nomination form,
please contact Helen or Grainne.

The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) are
interested in getting your views on Public Participation Networks

(PPNs)
Closing date: Friday 25th June

PPNs were first set up six years ago. They are now operational in
all counties in Ireland and have over 18,000 groups with over 1.5
million members registered with them.
 
The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD)
has appointed Mazars consultants to carry out an independent
structural review of the PPNs to guide their future development and
ensure that the structures in place allow for effective representation
of their communities in local decision-making.
 
This survey is the first part of a number of consultations that will take
place as part of the review and the Dept. want to hear from all those
who have an interest in the PPNs about your experiences.
 
DRCD is very grateful to all stakeholders who take the time to fill in
the survey, whatever your interest, as the answers you provide will
inform later consultation phases.

Click HERE to access the survey

Irish Environmental Network
Monthly Meet Up for Local Environmental

Representatives 
 

June Meet up: Lobbying for Climate Action
on Monday 28th June at 7pm

 
The meeting will hear from One Future Ireland
about their local groups and how to make
lobbying for change easy and achievable within
your communities.

Find out

More &

Register

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports,
Submissions, News, Training resources and COVID-19 support
information.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th July.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  We will
also be holding a meeting for all PPN Representatives on the 15th
of this month.
 
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar.  If you need the password for this
section of the website, please email or call us. 
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Shuttle Knit
Local Social Enterprise

Congratulations to all involved in this social enterprise in Wicklow
Town. It's a social enterprise which is run by and employs Traveller
women and the settled community.
 
Last Saturday two of the women involved in Shuttle Knit were
interviewed on RTE. Tune in on the RTE Radio player and find out
how it started with a few women knitting and crocheting over a cup
of tea and a chat in St Caitriona's living room.
 
Check out their Facebook Page and Website to see the beautiful
garments and accessories they create.

 2021 Community Activity Challenge
in Bray and North Wicklow

Neighbourhood Network initiative
 

The idea behind the challenge is to bring
neighbours together in fun and creative ways and
to promote a sense of community for people who
have been affected by isolation or loneliness as a
result of COVID-19. The project is being
supported by Wicklow County Council and the
HSE.
 
Participants will be invited to attend two online
facilitation workshops over the summer to help
them organise some community activities, and a
limited number of free community activity packs
will also be available with resources to get
communities going!

 

Find out

More &

Sign Up

National News

The Rural Strategy and Social Inclusion Unit of
the Dept. of Rural and Community Development

are hosting a Webinar
specifically for PPN’s on the recently launched
“Our Rural Future - Rural Development Policy

2021 – 2025”
on Wed 23rd June at 10.30am

 
The Webinar will be attended by the Minister of
State, Joe O’Brien, T.D. There will be an
opportunity to ask questions at the end of the
presentation.
 

Click HERE to join the meeting

 

Please note:
 Meeting
number:

175 088 5457
& Password:
X2vSGvRUr7

3

 

National Water Safety Awareness Week
14th to 20th June

 
For more information click HERE

 

Men's Health Week
14th to 20th June

 
Click on the video above to find out about the why, when, who,
where and what of Men's Health Week.
 
You can also access more information about the Week and the
Men's Health Forum of Ireland  by clicking HERE

Digital Inclusion in Ireland: Connectivity, Devices
& Skills

 
Webinar to launch this report
on Thurs 1st July at 10am. Register

At the webinar you will hear from a range of speakers, outlining the
findings of the report, the experience of communities impacted by
digital exclusion, and the focus on digital inclusion in policy in
Ireland.
 
 
The National Economic and Social Council (NESC) published
report on this issue, Digital Inclusion in Ireland: Connectivity,
Devices & Skills. The report contains five recommendations to help
promote digital inclusion in Ireland, which are:

Develop a national strategy for digital inclusion, with a key
focus on co-ordination, and with a strong commitment to fine-
grained measurement of progress.
Create a comprehensive framework for digital skills
progression.
Support digital inclusion at community level.
Deliver targeted supports for material access to key groups.
Enhance guidance for digital and assisted-digital public
services, and ‘complementary’ channels.

To access the full report, click HERE.

Ministerial Launch of Age Friendly Housing Resources 
Tuesday 22nd June at 11am

 
There is no need to register for this event you can simply join on the

day by clicking HERE or on the invitation above

Codling Wind Park Ltd (CWPL) Onshore
Infrastructure Scoping

Report
Closing date: 5pm Monday, 28th June 2021

Send your comments by email to ciara.gilligan@codlingwindpark.ie

Codling Wind Park (CWP) is an offshore wind farm situated on the
Codling Bank, located ca. 13 km from the east coast of Ireland
between Greystones and Wicklow.
 
The Onshore Infrastructure Scoping Report, covers the terrestrial
elements (landfall, cabling and substation) of the CWP Project that
extend inland from the Mean High-Water Mark and sets out the
proposed scope of work and methodologies to be applied in the
development of the EIAR for the onshore elements of the project
and outlines the proposed structure of the EIAR document.
 
The purpose of the Onshore Infrastructure Scoping Report is to
engage with consenting authorities, statutory and non-statutory
consultees as part of the EIA process, inviting you to provide
relevant information and to comment on the proposed approach to
the CWP
EIA, in order to ensure that a robust EIAR is submitted in support of
the planning application.

CWPL is inviting you/your organisation to provide them with any
feedback you may have based on the information contained within
the Onshore Infrastructure Scoping Report.

Tidy Towns Support Programme 
Developed by Sligo PPN

 
A great resource for Tidy Towns groups. Some
sessions might also be of interest to Resident

Associations etc.

Access

this

Resource

Irish Rural Link Annual Conference In partnership with Rural Action
NI

'Making Connections: Preparing for Funding Opportunities and
Cross Border Collaboration'

Thursday 24th June
 

Find out More & Register

Community-Led Housing in Ireland Webinar
Housing by the community, for the community. 

Wednesday, 23rd of June, 7 – 8pm
hosted by Clann Credo

 

Find out More & Register

Development Perspectives have put out a call for refugees living in
Ireland to take part in workshops on storytelling & podcasts and to
tell their story. Click HERE for more details.  

Protecting Your Charity Webinar
on Wed 23rd June at 12 noon

Hosted by the Charities Regulator
 

During the Webinar you will hear from members of An Garda
Síochána and the Compliance and Enforcement Unit of the
Charities Regulator on the topics of Anti-Money Laundering and
Counter-Terrorist Financing as well as the Charities Governance
Code.  Click HERE for more information and to register.
 
Your group might also be interested in the following guidance
document produced by the Charities Regulator: Internal Financial
Controls Guidelines for Charities

Sick of Plastic Awards 2021 
 

These awards celebrate those making the biggest
waves in the fight against plastic pollution. These
awards are a unique opportunity to recognise the
achievements of community groups, individuals,
schools, small businesses and youth activists
across Ireland leading the charge on plastic.

Find out

More

Good Governance Awards 2021
open for entries from June 1st to September

14th.
 
The Good Governance Awards is an
initiative that recognises and encourages
adherence to good governance practice by
non-profits in Ireland.

 

Find out more

and enter.

Search open for pioneering projects that improve the lives of 
people and communities for entry to fifth Europe-wide Political 

Awards
Closing date for submissions: 1st July 2021

 
European citizens can nominate projects in nine different
categories, or alternatively politicians can submit their own projects.
 
Click HERE for more information and to submit your nominated
project. 

SEAI Energy Awards.
now open for applications

 
To find out more and apply click HERE.

Consultations 

 Draft Wicklow County Development Plan
2021 - 2027

Closing Date: 5:00pm Mon 16 August 

The County Development Plan sets out an overall strategy for the
proper planning and sustainable development of County Wicklow. It
consists of a written statement and plans and sets out policy and
objectives to guide future development. 
 
Wicklow County Council is inviting interested individuals or groups
to make submissions and observations in respect of the Draft Plan.
Submissions can be made in either of the following ways:

Via their public consultation portal
In writing, marked Draft County Development Plan to: Forward
Planning, Wicklow County Council, Station Road, Wicklow
Town, A67 FW96.

The Draft Plan and associated environmental reports will be on
public display and available for public inspection from the 4th June
to 16th August 2021 (both dates inclusive) on the County Council
public consultation portal or at the following locations:

Wicklow County Council, County Buildings, Station Road,
Wicklow Town
Arklow Municipal District Office, Castle Park, Arklow Town
Blessington Civic Offices, Blessington Business Park,
Blessington
Bray Municipal District Office, Civic Offices, Main Street, Bray
Greystones Municipal District Office, Mill Road, Greystones

Please check the Council’s website or call 0404 20100 for
arrangements to access these buildings as appointments may be
necessary having regard to prevailing COVID precautions.

Click HERE for more information & to make a submission

 
National Outdoor Recreation Strategy

Public Consultation
Closing date: 5pm Wed 23 June

 

A National Outdoor Recreation Strategy is currently being
developed by Comhairle na Tuaithe (The Countryside Council) in
conjunction with the Department of Rural and Community
Development.
 
Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather
Humphreys, TD launched a public consultation seeking the views of
stakeholders and the public to inform the Government’s new
National Outdoor Recreation Strategy.
 
This is a two-stage consultation process whereby interested
stakeholders and individuals are encouraged to share their views
on outdoor recreation.
 
Stage 1: This stage is currently open. 
 
Stage 2: When a draft Strategy has been prepared, there will be a
call for feedback on the document later this year.
 
‘outdoor recreation’, refers to activities that take place in the natural
environment, such as walking, canoeing, mountain biking,
orienteering and wild swimming. It does not include activities that
take place outdoors on confined courses or pitches (such as golf,
football, show jumping) nor motorised activities (such as quads).

Click HERE for more information 

Public Consultation on the proposed Operations
and Maintenance Facility which will serve as a

support base for the onshore and offshore
elements of Arklow Bank Wind Park Phase 2.

(SSE Renewables)
Closing Date: Friday 25th June

The purpose of this consultation is to provide the public with
information about the plans for the Operations and Maintenance
Facility at South Dock, Arklow and to invite feedback.
Feedback gathered from this phase will be used to inform the plans
before a planning application is submitted to Wicklow County
Council later this year.
 
A virtual exhibition sharing information about this element of the
project is accessible via www.sserenewables.com/arklowbank
 
You can also listen back to a recording of the public consultation
webinar which was held on Wed. 16th June HERE
 
You can submit a feedback form via the virtual exhibition or in hard
copy at their self-guided exhibition at Bridgewater Centre, Arklow. 
Alternatively, they can send out a postal pack.

Wicklow County Council Review of their
Recycling Centres

 
Click HERE to have your say.  it will only take a

couple of mins.

Just incase you missed this in the PPN News section!

The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) are
interested in getting your views on Public Participation Networks

(PPNs)
Closing date: Friday 25th June

 
PPNs were first set up six years ago. They are now operational in
all counties in Ireland and have over 18,000 groups with over 1.5
million members registered with them.
 
The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD)
has appointed Mazars consultants to carry out an independent
structural review of the PPNs to guide their future development and
ensure that the structures in place allow for effective representation
of their communities in local decision-making.
 
This survey is the first part of a number of consultations that will take
place as part of the review and the Dept. want to hear from all those
who have an interest in the PPNs about your experiences.
 
DRCD is very grateful to all stakeholders who take the time to fill in
the survey, whatever your interest, as the answers you provide will
inform later consultation phases.

Click HERE to access the survey

Wicklow Town Youth & Community Arts Centre 
Feasibility Survey

Closing Date:  Sunday 20th June
 

Wicklow Town Team have commissioned a feasibility study to
explore the idea of developing a Youth & Community Arts Centre in
the town. This study is being conducted by Wicklow-based arts
development agency Arts Leaders Associates, who have designed
a survey to gather the ideas, insights and ambitions of Wicklow
residents and arts/community groups.

Access the Survey

Towards a National Action Plan Against Racism for Ireland
Public Consultation

 
Closing date: 14th July

 
Written submissions can be made by email

to antiracism@equality.gov.ie 
 

Click HERE to access the Interim Report. 
To access the public consultation document click HERE.
 
Co. Wicklow PPN will be making a submission to this consultation
which will be informed by the discussions at our Members Meeting 
on the 30th June.  See link for booking form in PPN News section of
this update. 

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

Community Enhancement Programme
 

Closing date: 4pm Friday 2nd July 

Applications for funding can now be made by community and
voluntary groups and not-for-profit organisations under this
Programme to County Wicklow LCDC.
 
This programme will fund: Capital projects that comply with the
objectives of County Wicklow’s Local Economic and Community
Plan (LECP) for the development of community facilities with small
grants for repairs and renovations or costs associated with
reopening of a facility post COVID-19 or the sustainability of the
facility, including costs such as utility bills, etc.
 
There are two parts to this funding scheme:

Grants up to a maximum of €1,000 for small grassroots
community projects that address disadvantage and fulfil the
objectives of the LECP.
Larger grants greater than €1,000 for projects that can clearly
demonstrate that they address disadvantage and fulfil the
objectives of the LECP.

Click HERE to access the programme guidelines and click HERE
for the application form.
 
For further information contact: Wicklow County Council on 0404
20208 or email cep@wicklowcoco.ie

Communities Integration Fund 2021
 

Closing Date: 6pm Friday 2nd July 

The purpose of this Fund is to support communities across Ireland
to play a greater role in promoting the integration of migrants.

A total of €500,000 will be made available in 2021 to local
community based organisations to carry out integration projects in
their local area. Organisations eligible to apply include local
community groups, sports clubs, faith-based groups, arts groups,
formal and informal schools and theatrical and cultural
organisations. Applicant organisations must operate on a not-for-
profit basis.

This funding can be used for both once-off initiatives and short to
medium term projects. Projects should take an inclusive approach,
aiming to bring migrants and host communities together, and may
not be directed solely to any one particular group or nationality.
 
To find out more and apply click HERE. 

SuperValu TidyTowns Competition 2021
Launched

 
Closing date: Friday 2nd July (for main

competition)

Access further details and resources

Coca-Cola Thank you Fund
Closing Date: 12 midnight, Friday 16 July 

 
In 2021, the Fund will focus on one overall theme:
 
Building for Better - A recognised and trusted
Fund supporting the future of young people across
the island of Ireland.
 

 

Find out

more

and

enter

Funding for Outdoor Recreation Facilities Closing
dates: end of June & end of July

 
To find out more click HERE or contact County
Wicklow Partnership or Wicklow County Council.

Final call for applications to the LEADER Food Initiative
announced this week by Ministers Humphreys, McConalogue and

Hackett
 
To find out more about this funding and other funding under the
Transitional LEADER Programme for 2021 and 2022 contact:
County Wicklow Partnership at 0402 20955 or by email to:
info@wicklowpartnership.ie

The Community Foundation for Ireland
Check out their Website for details of all Open Grant Funds

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To access details on: the latest public health
measures; vaccine updates and registration portal; and the supports
available for recovery click on the image below

COVID-19 Symptoms: For details of symptoms visit the HSE
Website.
 
Co Wicklow Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative,
launched in response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County
Council has a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of
information, tips and supports to mind your mental & physical health
as well as promoting community resilience. Find it HERE.
 
Work Safely Protocol: This protocol contains the current advice on
the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-
19 in the community and workplaces. Click HERE to access the
protocol.
 
Guidelines for Reopening Sports Grounds: These guidelines
provide for a suite of mitigation measures to allow for the safe return
of spectators to sporting events. Click HERE to access the
guidelines.

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.
 

If you would like to be removed from this mailing list, please send an email
to info@countywicklowppn.ie with the subject 'Unsubscribe'.

 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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