
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending
7th May 2021

Welcome to our latest update. 
 
A short week but non the less we progressed work through our
Secretariat Policy Subgroup on the review of our Constitution. 
Planning is underway for our Plenary (members meeting) which we
will hold in June via Zoom.  As soon as a date is set for this event,
we will notify you. 
 
To catch up on PPN and other local and national news scroll
through the update or click on the links below to jump straight to a
specific section:  

Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information

Co Wicklow PPN News

 
PPN Representative

 

Representative Reports
We have uploaded the following Representative reports from recent
meetings:

Wicklow Sport & Recreation Partnership (Dec 20 & March 21
Meetings)
Transport, Water & Emergency SPC (April Meeting)

A huge thank you to all the PPN representatives that volunteer to
ensure that voice of the community is heard.
 

 
Call for Nominations for Vacant Seats

We currently have a number of vacant Representative positions
which we are seeking to fill.   Full member groups of the PPN can
nominate people for these seats:

 

PPN Secretariat (2 Environmental Seats)
Ring a Link - Local Rural Transport (one seat)

 
Click on the Committee name to access a nomination form or
contact Helen or Grainne for more information. 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports,
Submissions, News, Training resources and COVID-19 support
information.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th May.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.
 
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar.  If you need the password for this
section of the website, please email or call us. 
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our series of Wellbeing
videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

 
Local Events to celebrate National

Volunteering Week
Mon 17th & Fri 21st May

 
County Wicklow Volunteer Centre are
organising the following online events:

 
Opening and re-opening, challenges in the
time of COVID-19 (17th May): This online
seminar looks at the ways in which different
VIOs have coped with staying open and
having to re-open during COVID-19.
 
The Birds and the bees - all things
environmental (21st May): Learn what you
as an individual, your community, your
organisation or your school can do to make
a difference to your environment.

Register for

Opening &

Re-opening 

Register for

The Birds &

the Bees - all

things env. 

Greystones Family Resource Centre needs your help (it'll only take
about 5 minutes). They need you to tell them how they can help you!
 
Calling all people who work, live or go to school in Greystones,
Delgany, Kilcoole or Newtownmountkennedy
 
 
Greystones FRC are currently working on their strategic plan which
will inform their work in the community over the next 3 years. Your
input will support them to identify local needs. They would like to
hear what your priorities are so that they can plan activities and
services to reflect them.
 
 
Your input is anonymous and confidential. If you have any ideas or
feedback you would like to share with them that doesn’t fit into the
survey, email ask@greystonesfrc.ie or call 01 255 7528.
 
Click HERE to access the survey.

 
Signal Arts Centre - Exhibitions

 
Click HERE to visit the Signal Arts Centre
website and view their exhibitions.
 
Exhibition currently running: "Stills" by
Maggie Wright
Opening 10th May: "Trauma" by Carol
Jordan
Opening 24th May: "Perceptions of
Isolation" by Cliona Fox

Men on the Move
FREE online men's exercise prorgamme

 
Monday & Wednesday evenings @ 7.15pm - 8pm.

 
17th May - 7th July.

 
organised by: Wicklow Local Sports Partnership

Register

Nutrition and Family Wellbeing Webinar
 

Wednesday 19th May at 10am
 

Hosted by: County Wicklow Partnership in conjunction with
Safefood

 
For more information contact: healthyfood@wicklowpartnership.ie

National News

The Charities Regulator has this week published new research
findings on the views that charities have in relation to the impact of
Covid-19, their views on revenue generation, public trust and
confidence and the Charity Sector. A total of 1,240 people
responded to the survey carried out by Amárach Research on
behalf of the Regulator.
 
Commenting on the findings, Helen Martin, Chief Executive of the
Charities Regulator said, “It’s clear from the findings that a constant
challenge for the sector, regardless of an organisation’s size or
complexity, is funding and income. The survey findings confirm that
the pandemic has had an impact on traditional sources of income
for many charities as well services and volunteering.
 
“As we emerge from this pandemic many charities will be
challenged by the new context in which they find themselves. From
the survey findings we can see that this is likely to be the case in
particular for smaller charities which have few if any employees and
are mainly reliant on donations from the public. We know from our
recent survey of the public, that levels of public trust and confidence
in charities are closely linked to levels of transparency and
accountability of charities regarding their finances. The fact that two
thirds of respondents to the survey of charities believe that
increased regulation and the introduction of the Charities
Governance Code is improving trust and confidence in the sector
underlines the sector’s commitment to good governance.
 
Click HERE to access the report.
 
If your group would like some support around Governance, the
resources from our recent Good Governance training might be
useful. They are available on the Train & Support page on our
website. 

 
National Biodiversity Week

May 15th - 23rd
 

The week will be packed with events to
celebrate and discover nature, and the
annual photography competition will run
throughout the month of May. Find out more

SEAI Energy Awards.
now open for applications

 
Awards entrants can use the event to showcase their sustainable
energy achievements. As a result they can win recognition for their
ambitious smart energy solutions and practices.
 
The nine categories for 2021 cover a wide range of areas and
activities. They recognise the diverse areas where energy
innovation is being undertaken in Ireland. From large business to
communities, they reflect SEAI's key focus areas.
 
To find out more and apply click HERE.

Social Justice Ireland Webinar 
Delivering a Basic Income Pilot

Wednesday, 12th May 2021 at 1pm
 
Social Justice Ireland has advocated for the
introduction of a Basic Income for decades.
They welcomed both the inclusion of a
Basic Income pilot in the Programme for
Government and the recommendation of the
Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce to
provide a Basic Income to artists to support
them through the pandemic.

At the Webinar you will hear their proposals
for how this can be done! Social Justice
Ireland will put forward their costed
proposals and hear responses from the Arts
and Trade Union sectors.

Register Here

Storytelling with Impact Webinar
Thursdays in June

Organised by The Wheel in partnership with the National Lottery
 

This one-off series of webinars is FREE to attend and will
focus on the art of storytelling, including how best to communicate
the work your organisation does and the impact you have on those
whom you support and advocate for.  
 
To find out more and register click HERE.

Update on 2021 Tidy Towns Competition
 

The 2021 competition hasn’t been launched
yet, however the Government hope to
launch the competition in the coming weeks.
 
When a launch date is decided, a closing
date for receipt of entries will also be
decided and they will notify all of the
registered TidyTowns groups, this
information will also be on their website
www.tidytowns.ie  and their social media
pages. 
(Thanks to Jim Callery, WCC for the update)

Climate Action Plan Consultation Workshop
Series

 
Stop Climate Action are hosting a series of
workshops aimed at groups to support you with
making your submission to the Government’s
Climate Action Plan Consultation.
 
Stop Climate Chaos will have experts on hand to
give you the information you need to make a
submission and make your voice on climate
action heard!
 
Each workshop will focus on a different topic. 
You can join as many or as few as you like. You
just need to sign up once to be kept in the loop.

Find out

more &

Register

 
Be Summer-Ready National Campaign 

 
This campaign is part of the Government of
Ireland initiative to provide information to the
general public on issues which may affect
them during the summer months in Ireland.
The campaign complements a long
standing and very successful “Be Winter
Ready” public information campaign.
As part of the Campaign the following two
leaflets have been produced:
 
Be Summer-Ready: Preparing you, your
home and your business for summer.
 
Be Summer-Ready: Be alert to water safety.

More information
and tips are

available HERE.

National Housing Agency & Housing Policy
 

Anyone who has an interest in housing policy should have a look at
the informative videos from the Housing Agency which are available
on their YouTube channel.

Consultations 

Policing Priorities
Closing Date: Monday 31st May

 
The Policing Authority was established as an
independent body to oversee the performance of
the Garda Síochána in relation to policing
services in Ireland. The Authority is required by
legislation to set Policing Priorities for the Garda
Síochána, and they routinely seek the views of the
public as part of this process.
 
Policing Priorities become the areas that we want
the Garda Síochána to direct their attention and
resources to in a given year.

 

Find out

more

and

have

your say

Codling Wind Park Ltd (CWPL) Onshore Infrastructure Scoping
Report

Closing date: 5pm Monday, 28th June 2021.
 
Send your comments by email to ciara.gilligan@codlingwindpark.ie 
 
Codling Wind Park (CWP) is an offshore wind farm situated on the
Codling Bank, located ca. 13 km from the east coast of Ireland
between Greystones and Wicklow.
 
The Onshore Infrastructure Scoping Report, covers the terrestrial
elements (landfall, cabling and substation) of the CWP Project that
extend inland from the Mean High-Water Mark and sets out the
proposed scope of work and methodologies to be applied in the
development of the EIAR for the onshore elements of the project
and outlines the proposed structure of the EIAR document. The
purpose of the Onshore Infrastructure Scoping Report is to engage
with consenting authorities, statutory and non-statutory consultees
as part of the EIA process, inviting you to provide relevant
information and to comment on the proposed approach to the CWP
EIA, in order to ensure that a robust EIAR is submitted in support of
the planning application.
 
CWPL is inviting you/your organisation to provide them with any
feedback you may have based on the information contained within
the Onshore Infrastructure Scoping Report.

Marine Protected Areas for Ireland
Virtual Town Hall Meetings

 
Wicklow Meeting on 17th June

 
Join the virtual townhall meetings to discuss
MPAs in your region and learn about the public
consultation that is currently open. 

 

More

Details &

Register

Consultation on a Well-being Framework for Ireland
 

What makes for a good life? Capturing what people value as being
important for a good life is critical to developing a well-being

framework for Ireland.

Closing Date: 14th May 2021
 

The National Economic and Social Council (NESC) has been
requested by the Department of the Taoiseach to support work
towards developing a well-being framework for Ireland. The
government has committed to develop a framework that will look
beyond economic indicators to give us a more holistic picture of
where we are and where we want to be as a society.
 
The purpose of this survey is to gather insights that will inform and
shape the development of a well-being framework for Ireland.
Please complete the survey from the perspective of the work of your
organisation.
 
Click HERE to access the survey.

National Climate Conversation - Climate Action Plan 2021
Closing Date: 5.30pm on 18th May

 
You are invited to be part of this Climate Conversation and to share

your views on the government's climate action and how it can
support you to take climate action in your own life

Towards a National Action Plan Against Racism for Ireland
Public Consultation

 
Closing date: 14th July

 
Written submissions can be made by email

to antiracism@equality.gov.ie 
 

 
On the 21st of April, Roderic O’Gorman T.D., Minister for Children,
Equality, Disability, Integration, and Youth, published the Interim
Report of the Independent Anti-Racism Committee, as part of the
development of a new National Action Plan against Racism for
Ireland.
 
To complement the publication of its Interim Report, the Anti-Racism
Committee opened its Public Consultation.
 
Click HERE to access the Interim Report. 
To access the public consultation document click HERE.

Good Practice Principles for Community Benefit Funds under the
Renewable Electricity Support Scheme

Closing Date: 24th May 2021
 

Submissions should be sent by email
to CommunityRESS@decc.gov.ie

Shaping Our Electricity Future (EirGrid)
public consultation is open until Monday 14 June

 
Click HERE to submit your views

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

COVID-19 Stability Fund 2021
Closing date: 3pm Thurs 27th May

The Fund is targeted at organisations which deliver critical services
to vulnerable people within their community, but which now face
closure or a loss of service due to the impact of the pandemic.
Priority will be given to organisations that have not previously
received State support since the onset of the Pandemic.
 
Examples of the organisations that can apply include those that
provide:
• Family supports and supports for the elderly
• Domestic Abuse and addiction services
• Mental health and disability supports
• Education supports in disadvantaged communities
• Community centres that provide social services
 
To find out more and access an online application form click HERE.
 

Town & Village Renewal Scheme
This scheme will be administered locally by

Wicklow County Council 

Minister Humphreys has announced a €15 million fund to revitalise
rural towns & villages.
 
The measures that will be supported by the 2021 Town and Village
Renewal Scheme include:

Tackling dereliction in town centres.
Turning vacant properties into remote working and community
spaces.
Supporting Local Authorities to run innovative marketing
campaigns targeted at attracting remote workers to their
county.
Investing in green spaces, parks and recreational amenities.
Upgrading and improving shop fronts & streetscapes on Main
Streets.
Projects that support and enhance the night time economy
and add vibrancy to town centres. 

The previous maximum grant of €200,000 has been increased to
€500,000 under this year’s scheme so that projects of scale can be
supported.
 

As soon as local information including closing date for receipt of
applications is available, we will share it with you.

 

Arts Grants Funding
Closing Date: 5.30pm Thursday 27 May

 
The purpose of Arts Grants Funding is to ensure that there is a
breadth of high-quality arts activity and programmes throughout the
country. It offers flexible support for a fixed period of time, and in so
doing responds to the needs of those who are making, presenting
and supporting work. 
 
Arts Grant Funding is available across all artforms and arts practice
areas and is open to organisations and individuals.
 
Click HERE to find out more and apply.

Children and Youth Digital Solutions Fund 2021-
2022

Closing Date: 5pm Monday 17 May
 

Fund created by Rethink Ireland in partnership
with The Department of Children, Equality,
Disability, Integration and Youth.
 
The objective of the fund is to support services
who work with children and young people through
the use of technology.
 
This fund is open to the CYPSCs and Child and
Family Support Networks as well as entities that
have a not-for-profit legal form, e.g., a school,
charity, social enterprise, voluntary organisation or
Higher Education Institutions. 

Find out

more

and

apply

KWETB Community Education Section Accepting applications for
Community Groups Autumn Programmes.Closing Date: 12 noon

Friday 21st May.(for details see poster below)Groups that attended
our Good Governance Training and said they would like individual

capacity building support could apply for this. 

Connected Hubs Fund 2021
Closing Date: Thursday 17th June

 
The Connected Hubs Fund will expand existing hub facilities,
providing additional hot desks, office spaces and meeting rooms for
remote working.
 
The funding will be used to install electric car charging points,
upgrade disability access and improve IT facilities located within
hubs or Broadband Connection Points (BCPs).
 
Click HERE to access the scheme outline.  For more information
and to access an application form visit the Department Website.

 

Dormant Accounts Fund Measure to Support the Employment of
People with Disabilities

 
Closing Date: 3:00pm on Thursday 13th May.

 
Click HERE to access the application guidelines and form.

Funding for Outdoor Recreation Facilities Closing
dates: end of June & end of July

 
To find out more click HERE or contact County
Wicklow Partnership or Wicklow County Council.

Pilot Bike and E-Bike Upcycling Initiative
(Community Services Programme Support Fund)

Closing Date:  12 noon 28th May
 

This is a three-year pilot initiative for the provision of high quality up-
cycled bicycles and e-bikes for those on low incomes and/or those
who are most marginalised and disadvantaged. 
 
Queries and proposals should be submitted to csp@drcd.gov.ie
 
To find out more about this scheme and access the application form
visit the: Department of Rural and Community Development website

Circular Economy Innovation Grant Scheme
(CEIGS)

Closing Date:  5pm on 28th May 
 

Click HERE to access more information on this
grant scheme

 

Arts and Disability Connect Fund (Round One)
Closing Date: 4pm on 24th May

 
The Arts and Disability Connect scheme is
designed to support artists with disabilities to be
ambitious, to develop their practice and to connect
with arts organisations and arts professionals in
Ireland.

Find out

More 

Creative Climate Action Fund
Creative Ireland Programme in collaboration with the Department of

the Environment, Climate and Communications
Closing Date: 5pm Friday 21st May

 
Click HERE to find out more and apply.

 

CLÁR Funding 
Closing Dates in May

 
To see details of the areas in Co. Wicklow that are eligible for CLÁR funding
click HERE
 
Click HERE to find out more about this funding programme.

The Community Foundation for Ireland
Check out their Website for details of all Open Grant Funds

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To keep up to date with the latest national
COVID-19 guidelines and restrictions click HERE
 
Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative, launched in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County Council has
a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of information, tips and
supports to mind your mental & physical health as well as promoting
community resilience. Find it HERE.
 
Vaccination Programme Roll out in Wicklow Update: Shoreline
Leisure Centre & Arklow Bay Hotel in Wicklow are delighted to
partner with the HSE to support the roll out of the COVID-19
Vaccination Programme by making their premises available to the
HSE as vaccination centres.
 
The roll out of the COVID-19 Vaccination in Wicklow is supported
by Wicklow County Council and the Wicklow Covid-19 Community
Response Forum.

Need more information on COVID-19
& the

Vaccination Programme 

If you want to register for your vaccination or need help registering?
Click: Register here for your vaccine
 
If you have a question on the vaccination you are being offered?
Click: Rollout of COVID-19 vaccines in Ireland - HSE.ie
 
If you want directions to the Vaccination Centres in Co. Wicklow:

For Shoreline: Shoreline Vaccination Centre - Google Maps
For Arklow Bay Hotel: Arklow Bay Hotel Vaccination Centre -
Google Maps

If you want some general information and advice on COVID-19?
Click: www.hse.ie/coronavirus
 
If you want access to multilingual resources and translated material
on COVID-19?
Click: COVID-19 Multilingual resources and translated materials
 
If you want access to information on COVID-19 for Traveller
Groups?  Click: Irish Traveller COVID-19 resources
 
 

*Please do not attend the Vaccination Centre if you are
experiencing Covid-19 symptoms*.

 
Check the HSE website for information on: COVID-19 Symptoms

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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