
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending
28th May 2021

Welcome to our latest update. 

Much of our time this week was devoted to the planning of our
Plenary (members meeting) which will be held on the 30th June via
Zoom at 7.30pm.  
 
We are also continuing to work with the Policy Review Subgroup of
the Secretariat to review our constitution, develop a policy for PPN
Subgroups and a Nomination and Election Policy.  If you would like
to receive updates on this work, please do let us know.  Many
thanks to the members of our Secretariat (Eleanor, Mai, Niamh and
Phyllis) who are giving their time and expertise to this work.
 
During the week Wicklow County Council announced the opening
of the Community Enhancement Programme 2021 for applications.
We have included the details in the Funding Opportunities section
of this update.  Best of luck to groups that apply. 

To catch up on PPN news and other local and national news scroll
through the update or click on the links below to jump straight to a
specific section:  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information
 

Co Wicklow PPN News

PPN Plenary (Members' Meeting)
 

30th June 2021 @ 7.30pm
via Zoom call

 

The initial section of the meeting will be devoted to the PPN work
and finance update reports for members.
 
The remainder of the meeting will focus on the topic:  
 

Valuing our ethnic minorities.
 
We will hear from member groups working with ethnic minorities in
Co. Wicklow and we will facilitate focus group discussions which
will inform a PPN submission to the National Action Plan Against
Racism for Ireland.
 
Please put the date in your diary and ensure that the voice of our
members is heard in this submission.   
 
We will circulate a link for bookings in the coming weeks. 

 
PPN Representative

 

Call for Nominations for Vacant Seats
 
We currently have a number of vacant Representative positions
which we are seeking to fill. We would be very grateful if you or a
member of your group would consider volunteering for any of the
following positions:

Wicklow County Childcare Committee
Ring A Link - Carlow, Kilkenny, Tipperary & Wicklow Rural
Transport
Co Wicklow PPN Secretariat Environmental Pillar - 2 seats

If you would like to find out more, please contact Helen or Grainne.
 

Representative Report
 

We have uploaded the latest report from our Representatives on the
Wicklow County Childcare Committee.  Click HERE to access the
report. 

Irish Environmental Network Monthly Meet Up for
Local Environmental Networks and PPN

Representatives
Monday 31st May at 7pm

 
The focus of this meeting in be on discussing the
LCDC and sharing our experiences and questions
about the LCDC.

Register

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports,
Submissions, News, Training resources and COVID-19 support
information.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th June.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  We will
also be holding a meeting for all PPN Representatives in June.
 
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar.  If you need the password for this
section of the website, please email or call us. 
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Wicklow Sports & Recreation Partnership launch
Arklow Community Sports Hub

This is part of an investment of over €150,000 in physical activity
equipment, programmes and training and education in the area over
the next five years.  The project being rolled out by Wicklow Sports
& Recreation Partnership, is supported by Sport Ireland as part of
their Community Sports Hub initiative and funded through dormant
accounts. 
 
It will host education and training opportunities from Safeguarding,
disability inclusion and first aid training to more sport’s specific
education courses.  

County Wicklow Partnerships' SICAP Programme
are organising the following FREE training courses

 
For more details and to register: 

email: koconnor@wicklowpartneship.ie or call: 087 3803 669

Africa Irish Society of Wicklow
 

Events organised by this group to mark Africa Day
are continuing until Sunday 30th May.

 
Check out their facebook page for details or email:
aiswgroup@gmail.com

Wicklow Comhairle na nOg
 

Calling out to young people between 13 - 18 years old who are
curious, interested, motivated or passionate about change making. 
 
Wicklow Comhairle Na nÓg is a peer-elected council of young
people working on issues that affect young people in County
Wicklow.

Bray Area Partnership - CARA Programme (Care and Repair
Action)

 
This service carries out small repair and maintenance jobs for older
and vulnerable people in their homes. The idea is to support older
people to remain in their own home and live as independently as
possible by improving housing conditions and making their home
more comfortable.
 
CARA staff will first carry out a home visit survey to assess the work
that needs doing - all staff are Garda vetted and carry BAP ID cards.
 
Recipients only have to pay for the materials used, although Bray
Area Partnership will gratefully accept voluntary donations.
 
For more information  visit the Bray Area Partnership Website or call
01 286 6080 / email james@brayareapartnership.ie.

National News

Good Governance Awards 2021
open for entries from June 1st to September

14th.
 
The Good Governance Awards is an
initiative that recognises and encourages
adherence to good governance practice by
non-profits in Ireland.
 
As an added incentive to encourage smaller
volunteer-only non-profits (with an annual
turnover of less than €50,000) to enter for
the Annual Report Award, thanks to the
Community Foundation of Ireland, those
shortlisted in category 1 will receive €1,000
with the overall winner receiving an
additional €1,000. 

 

Find out more

and enter.

Conference on the Future of Europe
 

The Conference on the Future of Europe is
an EU-wide project to engage citizens on
the debate about Europe’s future challenges
and priorities. Over the next year, a series of
debates and discussions will be held that
will enable people from every corner of
Europe to share their ideas to help shape
Europe’s future.
 
The goal of the Conference is to give
citizens a greater say in shaping Europe’s
policies. In Ireland, the aim is to have an
inclusive conversation with Irish and other
EU citizens living across the island of
Ireland, to ensure that all of our voices are
heard during this process.
 
In addition to the series of meetings and
events for the Conference in Ireland, an EU-
wide Multilingual Digital Platform has also
been launched as part of the Conference.
The platform allows citizens from across the
EU to engage directly and have their say on
the topics that they consider important for
the future of the EU.

 

Click HERE to

avail of your

opportunity to

speak up, to

say what kind

of Europe you

want to live in,

to help shape

our future.

Grant Application Webinar
9th June @ 10.30 am

 
Carlow PPN are delighted to bring you a Grant Application Webinar
in association with 2into3 and Carlow County Development
Partnership.  
 
This training is for community and voluntary groups to assist in the
preparation, development and submission of grant applications for
various funding programmes.
 
To register click HERE.

Think Ahead, Think Housing - Secure
accessible housing for your future.

 
This Irish Wheelchair Association
Campaign is supporting people with
disabilities to find out how to apply to your
local authority so that you can be included
in social housing planning and delivery for
the future.

 

“Addressing the Problem of Income Inadequacy and Meeting Basic
Needs” a briefing note published by The Working Group for Basic

Necessities
 
This briefing note highlights the link between income inadequacy
and the increasing demand from people for basic necessities as
provided by the Community and Voluntary sector.
 
The briefing note reveals how low-income households are being
forced to make difficult choices, such as paying rent and utility bills,
leaving little remaining income for other expenses. As a result,
people are having to rely on supports provided by charities and
community organisations in order to meet basic needs. This type of
material deprivation represents a high level of inequality across
Ireland. The briefing suggests a series of recommendations for the
Government in order to address income inadequacy and poverty.
 
Click HERE to access the full briefing note.

VAT Compensation Scheme for Charities
 
The Value Added Tax (VAT) Compensation Scheme aims to reduce
the VAT burden on charities and to partially compensate for VAT
paid by the charity.
 
The scheme applies to VAT paid on expenditure on or after 1
January 2018. VAT paid in years prior to that cannot be claimed.
 
Charities can submit one claim per year, which should relate to VAT
paid in the previous year only. 
 
Claims can only be submitted between 1 January and 30 June each
year.
 
Click HERE to find out more.

Volunteer Ireland Upcoming Training
 

Click HERE to access details on a variety of upcoming training
courses ranging from The A-Z of Running and Online Event to a
webinar on the Leave No Trace Awareness Campaign.

 Knitting Across the Nation event
12th June 

 
To celebrate Cruinniú na nÓg; Ireland’s
national day of creativity for children, in
collaboration with Creative Ireland Airfield
Estate are delighted to host:  Let’s Get
Knitting. Click HERE to find out more and
register.

Multicultural Women’s Mini Festival on the
17th of June from 10am to 4pm

 
Southside Women4Women are holding a
summer festival involving international
women participating in a performance show,
workshops and art/photography exhibition.
 
It is hoped that it will be possible to have a
bazaar outdoors for food/drink/crafts.
 
 

If you are interested
in performing at the

festival email:
rafikakelly@sspship.

ie.

National Carers Week
7th to 13th June

 
Click HERE to view the calendar of events.

 

Search open for pioneering projects that improve the lives of 
people and communities for entry to fifth Europe-wide Political 

Awards
Closing date for submissions: 1st July 2021

 
European citizens can nominate projects in nine different
categories, or alternatively politicians can submit their own projects.
 
Click HERE for more information and to submit your nominated
project. 

SEAI Energy Awards.
now open for applications

 
To find out more and apply click HERE.

Storytelling with Impact Webinar
Thursdays in June

Organised by The Wheel in partnership with the National Lottery
 

This one-off series of webinars is FREE to attend and will
focus on the art of storytelling, including how best to communicate
the work your organisation does and the impact you have on those
whom you support and advocate for.  
 
To find out more and register click HERE.

Consultations 

Alliance for Insurance Reform
Assessing Community benefits to date as a result of the new judicial

guidelines on personal injury damages 
 

Since 24th April, when the new judicial guidelines on personal
injury damages were implemented, community groups and
individuals are entitled to expect the cost of their liability and motor
insurance policies to drop significantly on renewal.
 
Now that one month has passed since the new guidelines were
implemented, the Alliance for Insurance Reform are asking
community groups and individuals to let them know whether the
benefits of the reform have been passed on – has your insurance
premium reduced on renewal?   
 
All you need to complete the survey in under 1 minute are the cost
of your renewal and the cost of last year’s premium.  Click HERE to
access the survey.

Craft Strategy for Co. Wicklow
Closing Date: Sunday 30th May 2021

 
A Five-Year Craft Strategy for Co. Wicklow is currently being
developed, with the aim of creating a sustainable craft economy
within the county and actively encouraging the awareness, training,
development and growth of craft in Co. Wicklow.
 
Click HERE for Craft Consumers Survey.
Click HERE for Maker/Designer Survey.
 
For more information on the Strategy click HERE.

Study to understand how community and voluntary sector
organisations use online platforms, particularly social media

 
A student in NUIG is undertaking this study as part of their
postgraduate diploma thesis in Innovation Management.
 
Click HERE to access the survey, which takes approximately 5
minutes to complete. 

 Research Projects aimed at Young People
 

Intercultural Competences in Guidance Provision-experience of
Young People of Immigrant Backgrounds

 
Assess the survey HERE.
 
Access more information on the research HERE.

Reaching out to Minority Ethnic 18 - 24 year olds
living in Ireland
 
Research project focusing on equality and human
rights
 More info

NYCI want to record the experience and reflections of young
immigrants to Ireland in relation to obtaining motor insurance.
 
Click HERE to take the survey.

Marine Protected Areas for Ireland
Virtual Town Hall Meetings

 
Wicklow Meeting on 17th June

 
Join the virtual townhall meetings to discuss
MPAs in your region and learn about the public
consultation that is currently open. 

 

More

Details &

Register

Towards a National Action Plan Against Racism for Ireland
Public Consultation

 
Closing date: 14th July

 
Written submissions can be made by email

to antiracism@equality.gov.ie 
 

Click HERE to access the Interim Report. 
To access the public consultation document click HERE.

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

Community Enhancement Programme
 

Closing date: 4pm Friday 2nd July 

Applications for funding can now be made by community and
voluntary groups and not-for-profit organisations under this
Programme to County Wicklow LCDC.
 
This programme will fund: Capital projects that comply with the
objectives of County Wicklow’s Local Economic and Community
Plan (LECP) for the development of community facilities with small
grants for repairs and renovations or costs associated with
reopening of a facility post COVID-19 or the sustainability of the
facility, including costs such as utility bills, etc.
 
There are two parts to this funding scheme:

Grants up to a maximum of €1,000 for small grassroots
community projects that address disadvantage and fulfil the
objectives of the LECP.
Larger grants greater than €1,000 for projects that can clearly
demonstrate that they address disadvantage and fulfil the
objectives of the LECP.

Click HERE to access the programme guidelines and click HERE
for the application form.
 
For further information contact: Wicklow County Council on 0404
20208 or email cep@wicklowcoco.ie

Town & Village Renewal Scheme
Closing date for Expressions of Interest: 4pm

Friday 4th June 
 

In order to apply, community groups must fill out an Expression of
Interest form which should be submitted to Wicklow County Council.
 
Selection of projects is a competitive process. Eight Expressions of
Interest will be selected by the local authority for development into
detailed applications to be submitted to the Department. All
Expressions of Interest will be assessed based on the priorities
contained in the Scheme Outlines
 
All queries and expressions of interest should be emailed to
townandvillage@wicklowcoco.ie
 

SuperValu TidyTowns Competition 2021
Launched

 
Closing date: Friday 2nd July (for main

competition)

Access further details and resources

Engage & Educate Fund 2021-2024
Rethink Ireland

Closing Date: 2nd June 
 

The Fund aims to work with organisations that empower young
people and adults through education and break the negative cycle
of poverty through education.
 
The objective of the Fund is to back innovative projects that
empower young people and adults through education, enabling
people from marginalised communities to access game-changing
education programmes.
 
To find out more and apply click HERE.

Coca-Cola Thank you Fund
Closing Date: 12 midnight, Friday 16 July 

 
In 2021, the Fund will focus on one overall theme
– Building for Better - A recognised and trusted
Fund supporting the future of young people across
the island of Ireland.
 
Within this theme, the Fund is seeking
applications which fall under one or more of the
following three categories:

educational, training, resilience programmes
for young people
programmes that support diversity and
inclusivity in young people
programmes that take an innovative
approach to demonstrating sustainability to
young people.

 

 

Find out

more

and

enter

Ecclesiastical Movement for Good Fund
Closing Date: Sunday 13th June

 
Their £1m giving programme has two funding phases:
 
Phase 1 – 500 charities will each receive £1,000.
The £1,000 awards are open to eligible charities registered in the
UK and Ireland. People can nominate a charity for this award. Visit
their Website for details and to nominate your charity of choice. 
 
Phase 2 – More details to be provided later this summer.
You can register to receive updates. 

Local Improvement Scheme
Fund for repairs and improvement works on non-

public roads in rural communities.
 

As soon as local information including closing
date for receipt of applications is available, we will

share it with you.

Connected Hubs Fund 2021
Closing Date: Thursday 17th June

 
Click HERE to access the scheme outline.  For more information
and to access an application form visit the Department Website.

 

Funding for Outdoor Recreation Facilities Closing
dates: end of June & end of July

 
To find out more click HERE or contact County
Wicklow Partnership or Wicklow County Council.

Final call for applications to the LEADER Food Initiative
announced this week by Ministers Humphreys, McConalogue and

Hackett
 

Small food businesses are being encouraged to apply for funding
under the LEADER Food Initiative – a €5 million investment aimed
at assisting businesses to deal with the challenges posed by Brexit
and COVID-19.
 
The final call for applications was made by Minister for Rural and
Community Development, Heather Humphreys, Minister for
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Charlie McConalogue and
Minister of State for Land Use and Biodiversity, Pippa Hackett.
The funding will help artisan, micro and small food businesses to
respond to challenges posed by Brexit and COVID-19, while also
supporting diversification in agriculture.
 
To find out more about this funding and other funding under the
Transitional LEADER Programme for 2021 and 2022 contact:
County Wicklow Partnership at 0402 20955 or by email to:
info@wicklowpartnership.ie

The Community Foundation for Ireland
Check out their Website for details of all Open Grant Funds

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To keep up to date with the latest national
COVID-19 guidelines and restrictions click HERE
 
Co Wicklow Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative,
launched in response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County
Council has a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of
information, tips and supports to mind your mental & physical health
as well as promoting community resilience. Find it HERE.
 
Work Safely Protocol: This protocol contains the current advice on
the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-
19 in the community and workplaces. Click HERE to access the
protocol. 
 
Vaccine Public Health Advice: Access the latest news on the
COVID-19 vaccine programme and information about how to
register for the vaccine HERE.
 

*Please do not attend the Vaccination Centre if you are
experiencing Covid-19 symptoms*.

 
Check the HSE website for information on: COVID-19 Symptoms

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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