
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending
21st May 2021

Welcome to our latest update. 

During National Volunteering Week we would like
to acknowledge the tremendous contribution
made by volunteers throughout the County.  We
would also like to say a special thank you to all
our voluntary PPN Representatives who give of
their time and knowledge to ensure that the voice
of the community in Co. Wicklow is represented
on local policy and decision making bodies.  

The Department of Rural and Community Development will hold a
structural review of PPNs nationally later this summer.  Helen
attended a planning meeting for this structural review this week. 
 
Grainne was moderator for the Wicklow Volunteer Centre webinar
on 'The birds and the bees and all things environmental' which was
held this morning.  We heard from 5 inspiring speakers who are
working to create awareness and encourage action on
environmental issues, the session was recorded and will be made
available in the coming weeks.
 
Work is continuing on the review of our constitution and policy
documents. As soon as the Policy review subgroup have completed
sections of this work and it has been approved by the Secretariat it
will be brought to you, the membership, for ratification.
 
Please do remember to check out the funding section of this
update.  There are currently a couple of grant schemes open which
may be of interest to your group, including for example the Town
and Village Renewal Scheme and the TidyTowns Awards.

To catch up on our PPN news and other local and national news
scroll through the update or click on the links below to jump straight
to a specific section:  
 
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information
 

Co Wicklow PPN News

PPN Plenary (Members' Meeting)
 

30th June 2021 @ 7.30pm
via Zoom call

 
Theme: Valuing our ethnic communities

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports,
Submissions, News, Training resources and COVID-19 support
information.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th June.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.  We will
also be holding a meeting for all PPN Representatives in June.
 
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar.  If you need the password for this
section of the website, please email or call us. 
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals Animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Check out
their
New

Website

Africa Day
Tuesday 25th May

Events in Co. Wicklow

Africa Irish Society of Wicklow
 
The group will celebrate Africa Day with a week of events (24th May
– 30th May).
 
They will share events on their Facebook page as well as with the
Department of Foreign Affairs under their social media outlets.
 
If you are interested in taking part you can message the group via
their facebook page or you can email: aiswgroup@gmail.com

Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation
 
They are hosting an Art Competition to celebrate
Africa Day. Unfortunately, the closing date is today
(21st May).
 
They are also organising an event on the 25th
May - “Entanglements – Africa and Dublin City”.
This event will feature representatives of the Irish
African communities in Dublin, including African
Irish, Mixed Race Irish and African American Irish.

Click

HERE to

Register

for Event

 
Signal Arts Centre 

Call for Submission to its Open Exhibition
Closing Date: Friday 25th June

 

Find out more

County Wicklow Older Persons Council
Reconnect Day via Zoom on the 28th May

CANCELLED

National News

National Carers Week
June 7th to 13th

 
40+ events planned for family carers and
attendance is free of charge.  
 
Click HERE to view the calendar of events.

 

National Healthy Age Friendly Homes 
Launch 25th May at 2pm online 

 
CANCELLED

 
Due to ongoing IT system disruptions at the

Department of Health.

NCBI’s National Advocacy Network
 

Would you like to get involved in positive change for people who
are blind, or vision impaired at a local and national level?

Join one of the NCBI Local Advocacy Networks and/or sign up 
for regular updates on their National Advocacy Network 
mailing list.
 
Click HERE to find out more about this Network and how to get
involved.

HR Seminar: Preparing for a Post-COVID
Workplace

Free Webinar, 17 June
 
There are many important learnings that
have come from the past 14-months of
lockdown and the pandemic in relation to
the workplace. This seminar will focus on
some of these including how our HR
practices may need to change to fit with our
post-COVID workplace; the value of
evidence-based research to enable this
change and how effective staff engagement
can transform our organisations.

 

Click HERE to

Register

START - Suicide Prevention Skills Training
Online

 
An introduction to suicide prevention
training and the precursor to safeTALK and
ASIST Training. It is not suitable if you have
already completed safeTALK or ASIST
training. This training is for over 18s.
Training is not suitable for anyone who has
been bereaved by suicide within the last 12
months.

 

To find out more
click HERE.

 
For the application
form click HERE.

Cycle Against Suicide 'Community Buddies'
Network

 
Cycle Against Suicide are inviting
individuals in clubs and associations to
participate in this training.   The Community
Buddy programme is peer to peer support
and is centred around a structured but
supportive conversation in a safe and non-
judgemental space.  It allows an individual
to discuss how they are coping or not
coping and working with the Buddy to
discuss (and co-produce) ways of moving
forward to overcome the challenges.  

Find out more

about the

Training and

Register

Search open for pioneering projects that improve the lives of 
people and communities for entry to fifth Europe-wide Political 

Awards
Closing date for submissions: 1st July 2021

 
 

The search is on for the most innovative projects in Ireland for entry
to the Innovation in Politics European Awards which are heading
into their fifth instalment.
 
European citizens can nominate projects in nine different
categories, or alternatively politicians can submit their own projects.
 
The categories are: Community, Democracy, Digitalisation, Ecology,
Economy, Education, Human Rights, Quality of Life and Covid-19
strategies.
 
All submissions will be assessed by a Europe-wide citizens’ jury.
 
Click HERE for more information and to submit your nominated
project. 

SEAI Energy Awards.
now open for applications

 
Awards entrants can use the event to showcase their sustainable
energy achievements. As a result they can win recognition for their
ambitious smart energy solutions and practices.
 
The nine categories for 2021 cover a wide range of areas and
activities. They recognise the diverse areas where energy
innovation is being undertaken in Ireland. From large business to
communities, they reflect SEAI's key focus areas.
 
To find out more and apply click HERE.

Storytelling with Impact Webinar
Thursdays in June

Organised by The Wheel in partnership with the National Lottery
 

This one-off series of webinars is FREE to attend and will
focus on the art of storytelling, including how best to communicate
the work your organisation does and the impact you have on those
whom you support and advocate for.  
 
To find out more and register click HERE.

Consultations 

Craft Strategy for Co. Wicklow
Closing Date: Sunday 30th May 2021

 
A Five-Year Craft Strategy for Co. Wicklow is currently being
developed, with the aim of creating a sustainable craft economy
within the county and actively encouraging the awareness, training,
development and growth of craft in Co. Wicklow.
 
There are two survey forms currently open for submissions:
One survey specifically invites “Craft Makers/Designers” operating
in Co. Wicklow to share their thoughts, experiences and challenges
while the other is aimed at “Craft Consumers”, and anyone else with
an interest in Co. Wicklow craft.
 
Click HERE for Craft Consumers Survey.
Click HERE for Maker/Designer Survey.
 
For more information on the Strategy click HERE.

Intercultural Competences in Guidance Provision-experience of
Young People of Immigrant Backgrounds

 
There is a research project being conducted on the career guidance
needs of minority ethnic students and the competences of guidance
counsellors to meet these needs. This is a unique opportunity for
young people to have their say and make a real difference. You can
access it HERE.
 
Access more information on the research HERE.

Reaching out to Minority Ethnic 18 - 24 year olds
living in Ireland

Research project focusing on equality and human
rights

 
Maria Barry from DCU (maria.barry@dcu.ie) is
doing research with minority ethnic young people
aged 18-24 living in Ireland who would see
themselves as 2nd generation. If you are or know
some young people who would be happy to take
part in a focus group, please do get in touch with
Maria. 

Find out

more

NYCI want to record the experience and reflections of young
immigrants to Ireland in relation to obtaining motor insurance.

 
NYCI is seeking to record the experiences of young people aged 17
– 25 in obtaining motor insurance. Given that the quotes given
record and reflect how many years an individual has been living in
Ireland regardless of whether they were driving during that time, it is
important to try to record the experience and reflections of young
immigrants to Ireland.
 
Click HERE to take the survey.

Codling Wind Park Ltd (CWPL) Onshore Infrastructure Scoping
Report

Closing date: 5pm Monday, 28th June 2021.
 
Send your comments by email to ciara.gilligan@codlingwindpark.ie 
 
Codling Wind Park (CWP) is an offshore wind farm situated on the
Codling Bank, located ca. 13 km from the east coast of Ireland
between Greystones and Wicklow.
 
Access the Report:  Onshore Infrastructure Scoping Report.

Marine Protected Areas for Ireland
Virtual Town Hall Meetings

 
Wicklow Meeting on 17th June

 
Join the virtual townhall meetings to discuss
MPAs in your region and learn about the public
consultation that is currently open. 

 

More

Details &

Register

Towards a National Action Plan Against Racism for Ireland
Public Consultation

 
Closing date: 14th July

 
Written submissions can be made by email

to antiracism@equality.gov.ie 
 

 
On the 21st of April, Roderic O’Gorman T.D., Minister for Children,
Equality, Disability, Integration, and Youth, published the Interim
Report of the Independent Anti-Racism Committee, as part of the
development of a new National Action Plan against Racism for
Ireland.
 
To complement the publication of its Interim Report, the Anti-Racism
Committee opened its Public Consultation.
 
Click HERE to access the Interim Report. 
To access the public consultation document click HERE.

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

Town & Village Renewal Scheme
Closing date for Expressions of Interest: 4pm

Friday 4th June 
 

 

The measures that will be supported by the 2021 Town and Village
Renewal Scheme include (but are not limited to):
 

Tackling dereliction in town centres
Turning vacant properties into remote working and multi-use
community spaces
Investing in town centre living
Investing in amenities to make town centre living more
attractive
Upgrading and improving shop fronts and streetscapes on
Main Streets
Projects that support and enhance the night time economy
and add vibrancy to town centres 

In order to apply, community groups must fill out an Expression of
Interest form which should be submitted to Wicklow County Council.
 
Selection of projects is a competitive process. Eight Expressions of
Interest will be selected by the local authority for development into
detailed applications to be submitted to the Department. All
Expressions of Interest will be assessed based on the priorities
contained in the Scheme Outlines
 
All queries and expressions of interest should be emailed to
townandvillage@wicklowcoco.ie
 

SuperValu TidyTowns Competition 2021
Launched

 
Closing date: Friday 2nd July (for main

competition 
 

Earlier today, Minister Heather Humphreys T.D. and Mr. Ian Allen
Managing Director of SuperValu officially launched the SuperValu
TidyTowns competition for 2021. 
 
This year’s competition will be delivered a little different from
previous years in that as a result of the pandemic and having due
regard for the health and wellbeing of volunteers and Adjudicators,
the adjudication process will be conducted remotely.
 
Entry to the competition will be by electronic means and the
TidyTowns Unit will guide entrants through this process.  The Unit
will support groups in every way they can. 
 
This year there are a number of interesting and exciting Special
Awards and groups are encouraged to consider entering some of
these, the closing date for these awards will be after the main
competition closing date and these dates will be shared with you in
the coming weeks and will be available on the TidyTowns website.
 
The entry forms in both English and Irish together with editable
versions, special award entry forms and all terms and conditions
relating the competition are now also available on the website.
Information to assist groups in compiling a map can also be found
there.
 
If your Tidy Towns Groups are returning to the competition or
entering the competition for the first time, please make contact with
the TidyTowns Unit before submitting your entry.  

Access further details and resources

COVID-19 Stability Fund 2021
Closing date: 3pm Thurs 27th May

The Fund is targeted at organisations which deliver critical services
to vulnerable people within their community, but which now face
closure or a loss of service due to the impact of the pandemic.
Priority will be given to organisations that have not previously
received State support since the onset of the Pandemic.
 
Examples of the organisations that can apply include those that
provide:
 
• Family supports and supports for the elderly
• Domestic Abuse and addiction services
• Mental health and disability supports
• Education supports in disadvantaged communities
• Community centres that provide social services
 
To find out more and access an online application form click HERE.
 

Community Enhancement Scheme
Wicklow to receive €141,343 from the 2021

Community Enhancement Programme
 

This scheme will be administered locally by
Wicklow County Council

 
Ministers Humphreys and O’Brien announced
€4.5 million to improve community facilities
 

Funding to support local groups to re-open
their facilities post Covid-19
Small grants for repairs and renovations,
new equipment and safety upgrades
Community Enhancement Programme to
focus on disadvantaged areas

 
The grants will range from a few hundred euro up
to €10,000, however, exceptions will be made
depending on the application.
 
As the grants are relatively small, this programme
may appeal to groups that are not eligible for the
€10 million COVID Stability Fund, which was
launched last week.

Latest from
Wicklow
County
Council:

 
They are

waiting on the
specific 

details of the
scheme. 

 
Once received

the scheme
details will be
advertised in

the local
papers, on

www.Wicklow.ie
and circulated
by ourselves,

probably in the
last week of

May or the first
week of June.

NALA Student Development Fund
Closing Date: 5pm Tues 8th June 2021

 
For all information on who the fund is for, who can apply, ideas of
what you can do with the fund, and how to apply click HERE.

Local Improvement Scheme
Fund for repairs and improvement works on non-

public roads in rural communities.
 

As soon as local information including closing
date for receipt of applications is available, we will

share it with you.

Arts Grants Funding
Closing Date: 5.30pm Thursday 27 May

 
Arts Grant Funding is available across all artforms and arts practice
areas and is open to organisations and individuals.
 
Click HERE to find out more and apply.

Connected Hubs Fund 2021
Closing Date: Thursday 17th June

 
Click HERE to access the scheme outline.  For more information
and to access an application form visit the Department Website.

 

Funding for Outdoor Recreation Facilities Closing
dates: end of June & end of July

 
To find out more click HERE or contact County
Wicklow Partnership or Wicklow County Council.

Pilot Bike and E-Bike Upcycling Initiative
(Community Services Programme Support Fund)

Closing Date:  12 noon 28th May
 

This is a three-year pilot initiative for the provision of high quality up-
cycled bicycles and e-bikes for those on low incomes and/or those
who are most marginalised and disadvantaged. 
 
Queries and proposals should be submitted to csp@drcd.gov.ie
 
To find out more about this scheme and access the application form
visit the: Department of Rural and Community Development website

Circular Economy Innovation Grant Scheme
(CEIGS)

Closing Date:  5pm on 28th May 
 

Click HERE to access more information on this
grant scheme

 

The Community Foundation for Ireland
Check out their Website for details of all Open Grant Funds

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To keep up to date with the latest national
COVID-19 guidelines and restrictions click HERE
 
Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative, launched in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County Council has
a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of information, tips and
supports to mind your mental & physical health as well as promoting
community resilience. Find it HERE.
 
Vaccine Public Health Advice: Access the latest news on the
COVID-19 vaccine programme and information about how to
register for the vaccine HERE.
 

*Please do not attend the Vaccination Centre if you are
experiencing Covid-19 symptoms*.

 
Check the HSE website for information on: COVID-19 Symptoms

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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