
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending
30th April 2021

Welcome to our latest update. 
 
We are getting our update out early this week as we are planning a
longer Bank Holiday Weekend.  Shame the sun is not due to shine!
 
Hope you all enjoy the Weekend, and we will be back in the office
on Tuesday 4th May.
 
While we had no training events or meetings for our member groups
this week, we continued the work of the PPN.  We attended a
session organised by IEN which discussed how to effectively
achieve results as a PPN Representative through committees.  We
also represented our members on the Co. Wicklow Access &
Inclusion Group and on the County COVID-19 Community
Response Forum. 
 
To catch up on PPN and other local and national news scroll
through the update or click on the links below to jump straight to a
specific section:  

Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information

Co Wicklow PPN News

PPN Representative
Reports

Your PPN representatives continue to attend various county policy
and decision-making committees. 

 
We have uploaded the following Representative reports from recent

meetings:
 

Wicklow Tourism (March Meeting)
Community, Cultural & Social Development SPC (March Meeting)

Climate & Biodiversity Action SPC (April Meeting)

Connecting Communities
 
Co. Wicklow PPN is working with the Rathmore Direct Provision
Centre and Ring a Link to explore possibilities for the provision of a
transport link to/from the Centre for the residents.

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports,
Submissions, News, Training resources and COVID-19 support
information.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th May.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.
 
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar.  If you need the password for this
section of the website, please email or call us. 
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our series of Wellbeing
videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

West Wicklow Chamber Music Festival
 

May/June 2021

FREE Booking is now open for this Festival!
 

To view the festival programme and book click HERE.

West Wicklow Environmental Network
Online event

 
Tuesday 4th May 8-9.30pm

On the evening Suzie Cahn of Carraig Dulra will talk about how
Communities are the vital link to bring about Climate Justice
through Climate Action. And Clare-Louise Donelan and Paul
Handrick founders of The Bee Sanctuary of Ireland, will talk about
their new initiative bigNature.
 
To join the event email: westwicklowen@gmail.com or contact them
through their Facebook page

Nutrition and Family Wellbeing Webinar
 

Wednesday 19th May at 10am
 

Hosted by: County Wicklow Partnership in conjunction with
Safefood

 
For more information contact: healthyfood@wicklowpartnership.ie

County Wicklow Older Persons Council
Zoom event on Friday 28th May

Local Job Opportunities
 
Glencree Centre for Peace & Reconciliation has announced 2 job
opportunities. They are seeking a Programme Manager for the
Glencree Women's Leadership Programme and a Network
Animator for the Glencree  All - Island Women's Peace Building
Network.
 
Details can be found HERE.

National News

This upcoming webinar will focus on supporting people on how to
build physical activity into daily life. Join and hear from special
guest 3-time Olympian Derval O’Rourke. Derval will talk about what
she has learned and ways to improve your health and wellbeing
through exercise. There will also be input from HSE staff
highlighting ways and opportunities to get active for your wellbeing.
 
The webinar will also showcase the new FREE HSE Health and
Wellbeing online exercise programmes. The HSE are launching the
first 8 ‘Pilates for beginners’ videos on the 5th of May, which will be
followed by Yoga, Strength and Conditioning and Chair Based
Exercise videos.
 
To Register for this webinar click HERE.

United Nations Global Ban on Fracking
 

Safety before LNG are reaching out to communities throughout
Ireland to gauge community support for an Irish Government

initiative on a UN Resolution calling for a global ban on fracking.
 

To find out more about this proposal click on the Twitter icon.
 

 
The petition wording is: 
 
“We, the undersigned, support a call for a global ban on fracking
being proposed by Ireland at the United Nations General Assembly
on climate-mitigation, public-health, environmental-protection and
human-rights grounds.” 
 
To sign the petition, click HERE. 

Climate Action Plan Consultation Workshop
Series

 
Stop Climate Action are hosting a series of
workshops aimed at groups to support you with
making your submission to the Government’s
Climate Action Plan Consultation.
 
Stop Climate Chaos will have experts on hand to
give you the information you need to make a
submission and make your voice on climate
action heard!
 
Each workshop will focus on a different topic. 
You can join as many or as few as you like. You
just need to sign up once to be kept in the loop.

Find out

more &

Register

Everything you wanted to know about disability but were afraid to
ask!

 
online event on Wednesday 5th May 3pm

Hosted by Independent Living Movement Ireland (ILMI) 
 
To find out more and register for the webinar email: info@ilmi.ie by
Tuesday 4th May at 12 noon.

NALA Upcoming Events & Training
 

Check out the NALA website for details of their
upcoming events including Online Plain English
Training. Plain English is a style of writing and
layout that the intended reader can understand
after a single reading.

 Irish Charities Survey Results Webinar
Hosted by: The Charities Regulator’s

 
Wed, 5 May 2021, 10:00 am – 11:00 am

 
 
The Charities Regulator recently commissioned Amárach to carry
out a survey of Irish charities and speakers will take attendees
through this new research. Attendees will hear from Charities
Regulator’s Chief Executive, Helen Martin, Michael McLoughlin
from Amárach Research and Mandy Osbourne, Research Manager
at The Charities Regulator.
 
 
The Irish Charities Survey Report will be circulated to attendees on
the morning of 5 May. This webinar will be recorded and later
published on the Charities Regulator’s website.
 
To register click HERE. 

Patient Advocacy Service
 
The HSE and Ireland’s newly established Patient
Advocacy Service have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) which sets out their
commitment to ensure that people receive a
timely, compassionate and comprehensive
response to their complaints.
 
Click HERE for further information on the Patient
Advocacy Service

Review of International Approaches to Evaluating Rural and
Community Development Investment and Supports

Published by: ESRI and DRCD 
 
The study assesses international approaches to evaluating the
impact of Government investment and supports in rural and
community development. This research builds on existing work of
the Department to date, and has been undertaken in the context of
increasing public investment in rural and community development in
recent years.
 
At the launch of the report, Secretary General of DRCD, Kevin
McCarthy, said:
“I am delighted to see the publication of this report. The report
highlights the important investment and supports being delivered by
the Department for our communities. The research conducted under
our agreement with the ESRI will enable us to better understand the
impact of the work of the Department and inform policy
development.”
 
Click HERE to access the report and the related press release.

Consultations 

Consultation on a Well-being Framework for Ireland
 

What makes for a good life? Capturing what people value as being
important for a good life is critical to developing a well-being

framework for Ireland.

Closing Date: 14th May 2021
 

The National Economic and Social Council (NESC) has been
requested by the Department of the Taoiseach to support work
towards developing a well-being framework for Ireland. The
government has committed to develop a framework that will look
beyond economic indicators to give us a more holistic picture of
where we are and where we want to be as a society.
 
The purpose of this survey is to gather insights that will inform and
shape the development of a well-being framework for Ireland.
Please complete the survey from the perspective of the work of your
organisation.
 
Click HERE to access the survey.

Towards a National Action Plan Against Racism for Ireland
Public Consultation

 
Open until July for submissions

 
 

On the 21st of April, Roderic O’Gorman T.D., Minister for Children,
Equality, Disability, Integration, and Youth, published the Interim
Report of the Independent Anti-Racism Committee, as part of the
development of a new National Action Plan against Racism for
Ireland.
 
To complement the publication of its Interim Report, the Anti-Racism
Committee opened its Public Consultation.
 
Click HERE to access the Interim Report. 
To access the public consultation document click HERE.

Irish Heart Foundation - Information Needs Survey
 

The Irish Heart Foundation is doing a review of all
the printed leaflets and other information that they
provide to the public, so they can provide the best
information possible to you in a way that is easy to
understand, they are asking that you would
complete this short, 5 - 10 minute survey Survey 

Good Practice Principles for Community Benefit Funds under the
Renewable Electricity Support Scheme

Closing Date: 24th May 2021
 

Submissions should be sent by email
to CommunityRESS@decc.gov.ie

Shaping Our Electricity Future (EirGrid)
public consultation is open until Monday 14 June

 
Click HERE to submit your views

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.
 
Consultations currently open include:

County Wicklow Screen Sector Strategy.
Part 8 – site located at junction of Upper Dargle Road and
Sutton Road, Bray.
Part 8 - Enniskerry Village Renewal. 
Outdoor Seating & Accessories for Tourism & Hospitality
Businesses.

Funding Opportunities

KWETB Community Education Section Accepting applications for
Community Groups Autumn Programmes.Closing Date: 12 noon

Friday 21st May.(for details see poster below)Groups that attended
our Good Governance Training and said they would like individual

capacity building support could apply for this. 

Connected Hubs Fund
 

Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather
Humphreys TD, has today (29th April) launched a new five million

euro fund to support the development of Ireland’s first national
network of remote working hubs.

 
The Connected Hubs Fund will expand existing hub facilities,
providing additional hot desks, office spaces and meeting rooms for
remote working.
 
The funding will be used to install electric car charging points,
upgrade disability access and improve IT facilities located within
hubs or Broadband Connection Points (BCPs).
 
And it will also assist in making existing hubs more compliant with
social distancing guidelines.
 
The Connected Hubs Call is open to applications from all existing
hubs and BCPs throughout the Country.
 
Capital Grants provided will range from €10,000 to €250,000 and
will support projects that improve the quality and impact of the
service the hub offers such as:

Expansion of existing remote working infrastructure.
Installation of privacy booths in existing hubs.
Installation of access control and security systems.
Conversion of existing open plan space to modular offices.
Audio Visual upgrade facilities.
Building Control Systems.
Energy Efficiency Upgrades.
Electric Car Charging Points.
Disability Access Upgrading
Upgrade of meeting rooms.
Upgrade of external signage.
IT Network upgrades, wiring, access points and a secure
control system.
Innovative measures to assist existing hubs to deal with
COVID-related challenges.
Promotion & marketing campaigns to raise awareness of
improvements made to drive increased hub usage.

As we receive more information on this fund, we will share it with
you.

Dormant Accounts Fund Measure to Support the Employment of
People with Disabilities

 
Closing Date: 3:00pm on Thursday 13th May.

 
Click HERE to access the application guidelines and form.

Funding for Outdoor Recreation Facilities Closing
dates: end of June & end of July

 
This funding will support the key objectives of Our
Rural Future - the Government’s new policy for
Rural Ireland.
 
Applications are accepted from Local Authorities,
Local Development companies and/or State
Bodies under the following measures:
 

Small-scale repair/maintenance/promotional
and marketing projects to include grant aid
amounts of up to €20,000.
Medium-scale repair/upgrade and new
trail/amenity development grant amounts of
up to €200,000.
Strategic large-scale repair/upgrade and
new strategic trail/amenity development
grant amounts up to €500,000.

To find out
more

click HERE
 

or contact
County

Wicklow
Partnership

or
Wicklow
County
Council.

Community Services Programme Support Fund
 

The Community Supports Programme currently supports
community-based organisations to provide local, social, economic
and environmental services through a social enterprise model,
providing a contribution towards the cost of staff in CSP
organisations. It typically supports organisations to meet local
service gaps and provide access to services and facilities that
would otherwise generally be unavailable.
 
The fund now also includes a fund of €3 million for a Pilot Bike and
E-Bike Upcycling Initiative.  This is a three-year pilot initiative for the
provision of high quality up-cycled bicycles and e-bikes for those on
low incomes and/or those who are most marginalised and
disadvantaged.

 
To find out more about this scheme and the additional funding visit:
The Department of Rural and Community Development website
and/or Pobal website

Circular Economy Innovation Grant Scheme
(CEIGS)

Closing Date:  5pm on 28th May 
 

Click HERE to access more information on this
grant scheme

 

Arts and Disability Connect Fund (Round One)
Closing Date: 4pm on 24th May

 
The Arts and Disability Connect scheme is
designed to support artists with disabilities to be
ambitious, to develop their practice and to connect
with arts organisations and arts professionals in
Ireland.

Find out

More 

Transitional LEADER Programme
 
Transitional LEADER programme for the period 2021-2022.
 
To find out more contact County Wicklow Partnership by phone on;
0402- 20955 or by email to: info@wicklowpartnership.ie

Creative Climate Action Fund
Creative Ireland Programme in collaboration with the Department of

the Environment, Climate and Communications
Closing Date: 5pm Friday 21st May

 
Click HERE to find out more and apply.

 

ESB Energy for Generations Fund
Next Closing Date: 5th May 2021

 
Click HERE to find out more about this Fund.

CLÁR Funding 
Closing Dates in May

 
To see details of the areas in Co. Wicklow that are eligible for CLÁR funding
click HERE
 
Click HERE to find out more about this funding programme.

The Community Foundation for Ireland
Check out their Website for details of all Open Grant Funds

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To keep up to date with the latest national
COVID-19 guidelines and restrictions click HERE
 
Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative, launched in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County Council has
a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of information, tips and
supports to mind your mental & physical health as well as promoting
community resilience. Find it HERE.
 
Vaccination Programme Roll out in Wicklow Update: Shoreline
Leisure Centre & Arklow Bay Hotel in Wicklow are delighted to
partner with the HSE to support the roll out of the COVID-19
Vaccination Programme by making their premises available to the
HSE as vaccination centres.
 
The roll out of the COVID-19 Vaccination in Wicklow is supported
by Wicklow County Council and the Wicklow Covid-19 Community
Response Forum.

Need more information on COVID-19
& the

Vaccination Programme 

If you want to register for your vaccination or need help registering?
Click: Register here for your vaccine
 
If you have a question on the vaccination you are being offered?
Click: Rollout of COVID-19 vaccines in Ireland - HSE.ie
 
If you want directions to the Vaccination Centres in Co. Wicklow:

For Shoreline: Shoreline Vaccination Centre - Google Maps
For Arklow Bay Hotel: Arklow Bay Hotel Vaccination Centre -
Google Maps

If you want some general information and advice on COVID-19?
Click: www.hse.ie/coronavirus
 
If you want access to multilingual resources and translated material
on COVID-19?
Click: COVID-19 Multilingual resources and translated materials
 
If you want access to information on COVID-19 for Traveller
Groups?  Click: Irish Traveller COVID-19 resources
 
 

*Please do not attend the Vaccination Centre if you are
experiencing Covid-19 symptoms*.

 
Check the HSE website for information on: COVID-19 Symptoms

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie
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