
Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending
23rd April 2021

Welcome to our latest update. 
 
So lovely to be greeted by bright sunshine this morning, hopefully it
lasts for a few days and we can all get out and enjoy our beautiful
County over the weekend.
 
Last night (Thursday 22nd April) we held the final session in our
'Finding your way around Local Government' series. This session
focused on the Local Government Budgetary Process.  Many thanks
to Brian Gleeson, Head of Finance, Wicklow County Council and
Susanne Rogers, Social Justice Ireland who presented and
answered the many questions.  We will upload the presentations
from the three sessions in this training to our website.
 
The Policy Review subgroup of our Secretariat also meet this week
to continue work on the review of our Constitution.  Once the
revisions have been agreed by the Secretariat, we will circulate the
document.
 
To catch up on PPN and other local and national news scroll
through the update or click on the links below to jump straight to a
specific section:  

Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities 
COVID-19 Information

Co Wicklow PPN News

Social Inclusion Week 2021
 

17th - 23rd October

A date for your Diary.

A number of organisations working in the area of Social Inclusion
within Co. Wicklow are collaborating to organise and run events
across the county, during the week of Sunday 17th to Saturday 23rd
October, that will showcase our county’s rich diversity, highlight the
supports that are available to ensure that all our citizens feel equally
valued. Watch this space for further details.
 

If your group is planning any activities for Social Inclusion Week,
please let us know.

Working Towards
Achieving the

Sustainable Development Goals
Targets

 

This 5-minute video promotes the Sustainable Development Goals
as a blueprint for addressing many of the world’s problems.
 
It showcases how the activities of Co Wicklow community groups
are having an impact on achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals targets.
 
It links the Wicklow Visions for Community Wellbeing to the SDGs,
and it encourages community groups to use Wicklow County
Councils SDG mapping tool to record the impacts their actions are
having.
 

Your group can Map its activities on the Wicklow County Council
Sustainable Development Goals Mapping Tool HERE and in doing
so highlight the contribution that the Community & Voluntary sector

in Wicklow is making to achieving the SDGs.
 
Find out more about the Sustainable Development Goals and their
targets HERE.
 
Find out about the Wicklow Visions for Community Wellbeing
HERE.
 

PPN Climate Conversations
 
Co Wicklow PPN recently held
a Community Climate
Conversation to feed into the
National Dialogue on Climate
Change. Report available on
our website.
 
One of the participants in the
conversation shares her Hopes
and Concerns for the Future in
this short video. 

 

Please Note: It is still possible to contribute to the National Climate
Conversation

 
Climate Action Plan 2021

Closing Date: 5.30pm on 18th May
 

You are invited to be part of this Climate Conversation and to share
your views on the government's climate action and how it can

support you to take climate action in your own life.
 

Call for Expert Evidence - Climate Action Plan 2021
Closing Date: 5.30pm on 18th May

 
To find out more and take part in this call for evidence click HERE

 
In addition, Stop Climate Action are hosting a series of workshops
aimed at groups to support you with making your submission to the
Government’s Climate Action Plan Consultation. Find out more
HERE.

 
Collaboration with The Glencree Centre for Peace & Reconciliation

on their Better Community and Intercultural Relations Project.
 

This is a new project starting this year and running until 2024.  The
project aims to support improved community and intercultural
relations between host communities and migrant groups.  This
project will also tie into actions that come under the remit of the Co
Wicklow Integration Strategy.  To find out more about the Glencree
Centre for Peace and Reconciliation (who are also a valued
member group of Wicklow PPN) have a look at their Website and
Facebook Page.

PPN Plenary (Members' Meeting)
 

June 2021

Our next Plenary (Members' meeting) will be held during June.  The
PPN plans for the remainder of the year and its work and finance
reports will be presented to members.  We usually theme the
Plenary around a topic of interest to our member groups.  If you
have any suggestions please do contact us. 

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including our
Monthly Work and Finance reports, Representative Reports,
Submissions, News, Training resources and COVID-19 support
information.  
 
The Secretariat of the PPN meets every 4/6 weeks.  The next
meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th May.  Minutes from the
Secretariat meetings are available to view on our website.
 
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar.  If you need the password for this
section of the website, please email or call us. 
 
Check out our YouTube channel to view our series of Wellbeing
videos (Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

West Wicklow Wellness Wednesdays
 

28th April, 5th, 12th & 19th May

Through this programme, the West Wicklow Inter-Agency Group
hopes to reach out to parents, facilitating connections with some of
the services working in the area, on topics of interest, to build on the
community of support in West Wicklow. The Wellness Wednesdays
are aimed at a primary preventative level of supporting parents and
young people across West Wicklow.
 
To find out more and book click HERE.

West Wicklow Environmental Network
Online event

 
Tuesday 4th May 8-9.30pm

On the evening Suzie Cahn of Carraig Dulra will talk about how
Communities are the vital link to bring about Climate Justice
through Climate Action. And Clare-Louise Donelan and Paul
Handrick founders of The Bee Sanctuary of Ireland, will talk about
their new initiative bigNature.
 
To join the event email: westwicklowen@gmail.com or contact them
through their Facebook page

The Chatting Bench
 

County Wicklow Gardaí, in
conjunction with the Wicklow
and Arklow Municipal Districts,
are delighted to announce the
expansion of the “Chatting
Bench” initiative already in
operation on the promenade in
Bray.
 
For at least one hour every
week, with the time being
announced beforehand on the
Garda Síochána Wicklow
Facebook page, a member of
the Gardaí will be present at the
benches, available to have a
(socially distanced) chat with
anyone interested.

 
Superintendent Declan

McCarthy said: “A Garda will be
present to have a chat, give
advice or just say Hi and the

‘Chatting Bench’ provides the
perfect opportunity for people to
interact more with the Gardai in
a neutral venue other than at a

Garda Station”.
 

Wicklow Library Service is part of the
National Grow it Forward campaign

organised by Grow it Yourself.

The libraries have a number of free seed kits to share with anyone
interested in growing some food at home and sharing on the
seeds/produce with neighbours or family and friends.
 
The kit contains seeds for beetroot, carrots, salad leaves, peas and
tomatoes; a guide to help grow them and a postcard and gift tags to
help share them. Those who sign up will also receive regular e-
mails with growing support, video clips and ideas for how to ‘grow it
forward’ by passing on seeds, seedlings or produce in accordance
with social distancing guidelines. The idea is each person who gets
a kit will share with 9 others.
 
Trays, pots and some compost will be needed to plant the seeds
and transfer the vegetables, and these aren't provided by the
libraries.
 
 
To find out more contact your local Library.  Click HERE to access a
list of Libraries in Co. Wicklow.

New Social Housing Application and Medical Form.
 

Click HERE to access the form.
 

This form has been revised to incorporate changes in the Social
Housing Assessment Regulations which were made on 16 March
2021 and which came into force on 19 April 2021.

Exploring Community Resilience 
How local communities can adapt and thrive in
this age of climate & biodiversity emergency
 

Tuesday 27th April at 7.30pm
 
Hosted by Wicklow Planning Alliance.  This will
be an interactive talk on community resilience by
Davie Philip, co-founder of the Eco-Village in
Tipperary among many other things. 

Find out

more &

Register

Nutrition and Family Wellbeing Webinar
 

Wednesday 19th May at 10am
 

Hosted by: County Wicklow Partnership in conjunction with
Safefood

 
For more information contact: healthyfood@wicklowpartnership.ie

County Wicklow Older Persons Council
Zoom event on Friday 28th May

Local Job Opportunities
 
Glencree Centre for Peace & Reconciliation has announced 2 job
opportunities. They are seeking a Programme Manager for the
Glencree Women's Leadership Programme and a Network
Animator for the Glencree  All - Island Women's Peace Building
Network.
 
Details can be found HERE.

National News

Everything you wanted to know about disability but were afraid to
ask!

 
online event on Wednesday 5th May 3pm

Hosted by Independent Living Movement Ireland (ILMI) 
 
The webinar will provide an opportunity for people to listen in and
informally learn about the social model of disability. Disabled
activists will discuss the use of language and the role of Disabled
Person’s Organisations (DPOs) and how the social model of
disability can inform the implementation of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities
 
To find out more and register for the webinar email: info@ilmi.ie by
Tuesday 4th May at 12 noon.

National Volunteer Management Conference 2021
 
Minister O’Brien opened the Volunteer Ireland - National Volunteer
Management Conference 2021 – by referencing the long tradition of
volunteering in Ireland and acknowledging the immense
contribution of volunteering to our society during the response to
COVID-19 over the last number of months.
 
 
We are very fortunate in Co Wicklow to have a great team in the Co
Wicklow Volunteer Centre. They provide excellent support to
community groups, volunteers, communities and especially the
most vulnerable members of our community.  Check out their
Website.

Gardening for Biodiversity Booklet - Helping local
wildlife thrive.

 
A new booklet to assist everyone to help wildlife
in their gardens, has been launched. The
brainchild of Juanita Browne, the booklet was
produced by Laois County Council with the
assistance of Local Authority Heritage Officers
across Ireland, with support from the National
Parks and Wildlife Service and the Heritage
Council.
 
As a companion to the book, a children’s book
with kid-friendly information on garden wildlife and
colouring pages using Barry Reynolds’ fun
original illustrations has also been produced.
 
Both books were supported by the Department for
Housing, Local Government and Heritage,
through the National Biodiversity Action Plan.

Both books
are free to
Download,

and free hard
copies can be
ordered from

Laois Heritage
Office.

 
 

Green Offaly (website & social media platforms)
 

A big Shout Out to our PPN Colleagues in Offaly.
 
Green Offaly is a not for profit countywide green regeneration
enterprise operating as a Development Trust. It began life as an
Offaly Public Participation Network Initiative; devised as a solution
to the Government’s Project 2040 seminar, ‘Empowering
Communities in the Fight against Climate Change’.

Irish Public Survey into society’s attitudes and engagement with
registered charities in Ireland.

 
A total of 2,001 people responded to the survey carried out by
Amárach on behalf of the Charities Regulator. Click HERE to
access the report.

The Wheel
Help shape a public awareness campaign for the Community &

Voluntary Sector
Virtual Town Hall Meetings

 
The Wheel are inviting people to town hall briefings where you can
help them to shape plans and inform thinking for an upcoming
national campaign.  
 
Simply click on your preferred date below and fill in the short form to
register.  Please note that all sessions are the same, so you don’t
need to attend more than one.  
29 April, 3pm – 4pm
30 April, 10am - 11am
5 May, 10am - 11am
6 May, 6pm - 7pm
7 May, 9am - 10am

Create and Fire Station Artists' Studios Remote Residency Award
Closing Date for Expressions of Interest:  5.30pm on the 17th May

 
Create and Fire Station Artists’ Studios invite expressions of interest
from collaborative socially engaged artists who have first-hand
experience of displacement and/or are shaped by histories
of intergenerational migration, for a remote residency to be held in
June and July 2021. 
 
The residency is funded through the Arts Council of Ireland’s Artist
in the Community Scheme, which is managed by Create. This
residency opportunity is offered through a partnership between
Create and Fire Station Artists’ Studios.  
 
Find out more and apply HERE.

Engaging Men’s Health Webinar Series: Why
Men’s Health?

29th April from 12.00 – 13.00
 

Hosted by: HSE Health and Wellbeing, together
with the Men’s Health Forum in Ireland, the Men’s
Development Network and the Men’s Health
Research Centre in IT Carlow.
 
Click HERE to register.

Bealtaine Festival
online during May 2021

 
Bealtaine is Ireland’s national festival which
celebrates the arts and creativity as we age. The
festival is run by Age & Opportunity.

Click HERE to
find out more

Consultations 

Good Practice Principles for Community Benefit Funds under the
Renewable Electricity Support Scheme

Closing Date: 24th May 2021
 

Submissions should be sent by email
to CommunityRESS@decc.gov.ie

 
There are also two Public Consultations Town Hall Webinars at

10am on Wednesday 21 April 2021, and 7pm on Tuesday 27 April
2021.  To register click HERE.

 
Click HERE for more information

Shaping Our Electricity Future (EirGrid)
public consultation is open until Monday 14 June

 
Click HERE to submit your views

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
 
This Site will inform you and allow you to submit observations on
open consultations that interest you.
 
Consultations currently open include:

County Wicklow Screen Sector Strategy.
Part 8 – site located at junction of Upper Dargle Road and
Sutton Road, Bray.
Part 8 - Enniskerry Village Renewal. 
Outdoor Seating & Accessories for Tourism & Hospitality
Businesses.

Funding Opportunities

Dormant Accounts Fund Measure to Support the Employment of
People with Disabilities

 
Closing Date: 3:00pm on Thursday 13th May.

 
As part of the Dormant Accounts Fund (DAF) Action Plan for 2021,
the Department of Social Protection (DSP) are inviting applications
from community and voluntary organisations who wish to support
and improve the employment opportunities (incl. self-employment
opportunities) for People with Disabilities.  
 
There are two key objectives of this funding:

To support People with Disabilities to access employment;
improve their career progression opportunities ‘in work’; and
improve their employment outcomes through education and
training.
To support potential employers to provide employment for
People with Disabilities.

Click HERE to access the application guidelines and form.

Funding for Outdoor Recreation Facilities Closing
dates: end of June & end of July

 
This funding will support the key objectives of Our
Rural Future - the Government’s new policy for
Rural Ireland.
 
Applications are accepted from Local Authorities,
Local Development companies and/or State
Bodies under the following measures:
 

Small-scale repair/maintenance/promotional
and marketing projects to include grant aid
amounts of up to €20,000.
Medium-scale repair/upgrade and new
trail/amenity development grant amounts of
up to €200,000.
Strategic large-scale repair/upgrade and
new strategic trail/amenity development
grant amounts up to €500,000.

To find out
more

click HERE
 

or contact
County

Wicklow
Partnership

or
Wicklow
County
Council.

Small Scale funding for Meals on Wheels Projects
Closing Date: Tuesday 27th April 2021

 
Irish Rural Link have secured funding from The
Community Foundation for Ireland COVID Relief
fund for the National Meals on Wheels Network to
distribute to its members. The purpose of this fund
is to support organisations who continue to face
challenges as a result of the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic and require extra financial support to
continue providing their service.

Click HERE
to find out
more and

apply.

Community Services Programme Support Fund
 

An additional €3.2m million extension to the Community Services
Programme Support Fund has been announced.
 
The Community Supports Programme currently supports
community-based organisations to provide local, social, economic
and environmental services through a social enterprise model,
providing a contribution towards the cost of staff in CSP
organisations. It typically supports organisations to meet local
service gaps and provide access to services and facilities that
would otherwise generally be unavailable.
 
 
To find out more about this scheme and the additional funding visit:
The Department of Rural and Community Development website
and/or 
Pobal website

Circular Economy Innovation Grant Scheme
(CEIGS)

Closing Date:  5pm on 28th May 
 

The purpose of this grants scheme is to provide
support to projects which work in the Circular
Economy space, with the aim of advancing the
Circular Economy in Ireland and raising
awareness of the need to transition to a Circular
Economy.  While the CEIGS is not limited to social
enterprises and voluntary and community based
organisations, DECC is particularly interested in
submissions from organisations of these types.

Click HERE to
access more

information on
this grant
scheme

Arts and Disability Connect Fund (Round One)
Closing Date: 4pm on 24th May

 
The Arts and Disability Connect scheme is
designed to support artists with disabilities to be
ambitious, to develop their practice and to connect
with arts organisations and arts professionals in
Ireland.

Find out

More 

Transitional LEADER Programme
 
Transitional LEADER programme for the period 2021-2022.
 
The funding allocations being provided to the Wicklow Local Action
Groups (LAGs) is €1,872,162
 
To find out more contact County Wicklow Partnership by phone on;
0402- 20955 or by email to: info@wicklowpartnership.ie

Creative Climate Action Fund
Creative Ireland Programme in collaboration with
the Department of the Environment, Climate and

Communications
Closing Date: 5pm Friday 21st May

 
Click HERE to find out more and apply.

 
An online session to facilitate an opportunity to

create links will take place on Tuesday 27th April
at 4pm. 

To register click HERE.

ESB Energy for Generations Fund
Next Closing Date: 5th May 2021

 
ESB's Energy for Generations Fund sees €1m per year disbursed
through a quarterly fund to charities working in the areas of suicide
prevention, homelessness and education access and support. 
 
Click HERE to find out more about this Fund.

.IE Digital Town Awards 2021
 

Closing Date:  Extended to Friday 30 April at 5 pm.

For more information on this Award click HERE

CLÁR Funding 
Closing Dates in May

 
To see details of the areas in Co. Wicklow that are eligible for CLÁR funding
click HERE
 
Click HERE to find out more about this funding programme.

The Community Foundation for Ireland
Check out their Website for details of all Open Grant Funds

COVID-19 Information

National Guidelines: To keep up to date with the latest national
COVID-19 guidelines and restrictions click HERE
 
COVID-19 Vaccine Programme:  To keep up to date with the rollout
of the COVID-19 vaccine programme click HERE
 
Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative, launched in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County Council has
a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of information, tips and
supports to mind your mental & physical health as well as promoting
community resilience. Find it HERE.
 

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.

 
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please

do contact us.

County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145 
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie

https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5v6eA2m0ok
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Your-Council/Climate-Action-and-Biodiversity/Sustainable-Development-Goals?fbclid=IwAR1AgUkfgT8Dt2-BvUpcTo4TSdOixQ3FQ3HaX8uBG3N9ZCkNHvHGsZ8I-mY
http://sdgsforall.ie/what-are-the-global-goals/?fbclid=IwAR2ef2pjPOQiD9cO1NQ5832tstgAMgVOBIJlAvUNXaQAQ71yCOwFAbXEJSY
https://countywicklowppn.ie/our-vision/?fbclid=IwAR1527myKcXLL4l5FG9S4rvZsz273Yf0OvwgOv84yNzTGGUJbbG1pQljlEE
https://countywicklowppn.ie/report-from-our-community-climate-conversation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8ZL3pd3Rlc
https://climateconversations.citizenspace.com/decc/climateactionplan2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/5d554-call-for-expert-evidence-climate-action-plan-2021/
https://www.stopclimatechaos.ie/calendar/2021/04/20/climate-action-plan-consultation-workshop-series/
https://www.glencree.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/GlencreeCentre
https://countywicklowppn.ie/
https://countywicklowppn.ie/about/secretariat/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4-jn2oXfftXUruxgII-jHg
https://www.cypsc.ie/_fileupload/Documents/Resources/Wicklow/The%204Ws%20Leaflet.pdf
https://big-nature.org/
https://www.facebook.com/westwicklowen
https://www.facebook.com/Garda-Siochana-Wicklow-1277809749087347
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Libraries/Library-Branches
https://d15k2d11r6t6rl.cloudfront.net/public/users/Integrators/BeeProAgency/633635_615631/Social%20Housing%20Support%20Application%20form%202021%202.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/exploring-community-resilience-a-talk-and-conversation-with-davie-philip-registration-147652734303?fbclid=IwAR1GUC02wlUnuDL1ODaVJaPwbSFd39vAjpjwe7B3Nitsy1FOQh4ezp2r3b4
https://www.glencree.ie/news/?fbclid=IwAR3pLx5og4KW1_nQucZWnX2o17f3CUa3UXH-ERbj1K9UprGczqYoQ19_yz4
http://www.volunteerwicklow.ie/index.php
https://laois.ie/publications/heritage-publications/
https://greenoffaly.ie/
https://www.charitiesregulator.ie/media/2179/public-survey-report-april-2021.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1KaIj4xrB31QAx-b3RmSKckYeiqhT-mtBEfOfES0qc1fdW1WsvkpbIci8
https://wheel-ie.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5bxTW99DTTmWiNP9QU6o1w
https://wheel-ie.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1pIJPpamQ7mttNxpix1_vA
https://wheel-ie.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5b8VpmdTTjacSBWVFZI0YQ
https://wheel-ie.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-URvYb5aTi2p6E5lGM1wPw
https://wheel-ie.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_q4CFGZW2T_KldfgqJ-Mw9Q
https://www.create-ireland.ie/projectsubpage/residencies/remote-residency-award/
https://ims.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_goAHJ7H4QfaxVAWN-4gpwQ?fbclid=IwAR01MGJj7pJOlpEjfCDrEA69PRejmbApEgVz5krvgUZ5_rU7iz-rpjLnjak
https://bealtaine.ie/?cn-reloaded=1
mailto:CommunityRESS@decc.gov.ie
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/good-practice-principles-for-community-benefit-funds-ress-tickets-148722724673?aff=erelexpmlt
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/995be-public-consultation-on-good-practice-principles-for-community-benefit-funds-under-the-renewable-electricity-support-scheme/
https://www.eirgrid.ie/%23shaping-our-electricity-future
https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/ConsultationHub?fbclid=IwAR3hfmdcJBiErxsFjCT9AH8_gq1lcqAWy_go4fOJnt80TS3JNaurOD826_Y
https://www.pobal.ie/programmes/dormant-accounts-fund-daf/how-to-apply-to-daf/?fbclid=IwAR0NJ0op6349cyEcYVBB_-SH8A4a9fjDVP9ggVTMrhhZ_tzX8BaectEi_vc
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/fd0c9f-outdoor-recreation-infrastructure-scheme/
https://www.irishrurallink.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Grant-Application-2021.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/487d0f-the-community-services-programme/?referrer=/community/community-services-programme
https://www.pobal.ie/programmes/community-services-programme-csp/
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/b3faa-apply-for-the-circular-economy-innovation-grants-scheme-ceigs/?fbclid=IwAR0S1kn1dX52ihxCaaooSxjOMLirJljJNLCQvkBsyjPA-YecRxWZ0uzXAQg
https://mailchi.mp/adiarts.ie/adi_april_2021?fbclid=IwAR0eEBk9NivMfleAHbfjU47pRt8tUcOotvgl2u5tzMUJucqGjf6ghsBmdcU
mailto:info@wicklowpartnership.ie
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/blog/creative-climate-action-fund-seeks-to-spark-artistic-imaginations/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/creative-climate-action-fund-networking-session-tickets-151669596847
https://www.esb.ie/acting-responsibly/community-stem-and-the-arts/esb-corporate-responsibility
https://www.weare.ie/about-ie-digital-town-awards/?mc_cid=c67e4c8c37&mc_eid=7df08e8530&fbclid=IwAR2SIHHW9t6eTchqZynJeN850PgueAn8d9eARQ8CjY50ZzE2b1BlweYI3v0
https://assets.gov.ie/3112/201118150541-f51859453e7144189f164228c252f871.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/9d2b2-minister-humphreys-launches-55-million-clar-2021-programme/
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/grants/open-grants
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/?fbclid=IwAR1tGZRhgsfVqvLL4-M2l2l0wy_dYpridnUjweTDTAjQt34h8sSq2V7ruTc
https://www2.hse.ie/screening-and-vaccinations/covid-19-vaccine/rollout/rollout.html
https://www.wicklow.ie/Wellbeing



