Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending
26th March 2021
Welcome to our latest weekly members update.
Scroll through to find information or click on the links below to bring
you straight to a specific section:
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities
COVID-19 Information

Co Wicklow PPN News

Finding Your Way Around Local Government
Local Authority Structures, Finance & How to Get Your Voice Heard
Free Online Training
Thursday 8th,15th & 22nd April from 7 - 9pm
Wicklow County Council has many diverse
functions covering areas including housing,
infrastructure, community services, financial
support for local development and much
more. It also has a large role to play in the
oversight and coordination of many
programmes under the direction of national
government policy.
To support community groups and
individuals to understand the local
government landscape better, Co Wicklow
PPN is running 3 workshops that will look at
the structures of the local authority, its
committees, the policy areas it covers, the
work it undertakes, and the roles of its
various stakeholders.

Register Here

Session can be
booked separately
but we would
encourage people to
join for all three for a
better understanding
of how local
government works.

Social Justice Ireland will deliver this
training.
Each session will be delivered live via
Zoom call, allowing for questions &
discussion.

PPN Community Climate Conversation
Thank you to the groups that were able to
join us on Monday 22nd for our Climate
Conversation. There was some great
information, suggestions, ideas and
enthusiasm shared and recorded for
submission to the National Dialogue on
Climate Action.

Click Here to
contribute to
the online
National

If you missed our event there is a National
online Climate Conversations platform
currently open, this platform seeks people’s
opinions on various elements of Climate
Action and particularly perspectives on
actions at a local level.

Climate
Conversation

Social Inclusion Week 2021
17th to 23rd October
If your group is planning any activities for Social Inclusion Week
please remember to let us know.

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including reports,
submissions, news, training resources and COVID-19 support
information.
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Funding
Handbook & Funding Calendar. If you need the password for this
section of the website please email or call us.
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

Wicklow Time Machine Project
Deadline for applications March 29th
Street Feast in collaboration with Wicklow County Council and
Creative Ireland
The ‘Time Machine’ involves connecting young
people in your neighbourhood to senior members
of the area who have been cocooning.
The Project is looking for Community Organisers
to help bring the project to life in their areas. So if
you live in Co. Wicklow and work in a school,
youth group or sports club, are a member of a
residents association or community group, or work
with teenagers or seniors in another respect they
would love to hear from you.

To apply
email:
aoife@streetfe
ast.ie

Wicklow County Council
Photographic Competition
Theme: Staying Connected & Minding your Mood.
Closing Date: 5pm on 21st April
Wicklow County Council as part of the government Keep Well
campaign are pleased to announce the launch of a photographic
competition celebrating the themes of:
‘Staying Connected and Minding Your Mood’ in the county of
Wicklow since the start of the COVID-19.
Prizes: €100 for winner
4 prizes €50 for runners up
Click HERE for further details and terms and conditions or log on to
www.wicklow.ie
Submit your entry by email to: ccsdadmin@wicklowcoco.ie

Living Well Programme
Free Online group programme
during April & May

Living Well is an
evidence based,
free group selfmanagement
programme for
adults living with
long-term health
conditions.
These free
programmes are
funded by
Sláintecare.
See poster for
booking details.

Transformative Community Education
(An Cosan in collaboration with IT Carlow and KWETB)
27th April to 8th June
Online information session: Wed 31st March 10.30 - 11.30am
This NFQ Level 7 course will explore theoretical concepts of
community education, lifelong learning transformation and social
change.
For more information click HERE or you can contact: Zoryana
Pshyk at: zoryanapshyk@kwetb.ie

Wicklow Community Directory
A great local resourced to help you find a group you may be
interested in joining, highlight your work and attract more members
to your group.

Breaking down Barriers: A Conversation
with Wicklow's Women Councillors held on
the 11th March
Webinar Report
"When I entered the room here and saw so many
women councillors, my heart just lifted, because
every day politics is changing, and every election,
politics is changing… we need to get to the place
where we have equal representation of men and
women".

Click HERE to
access the Report
from the Webinar.

Caitríona Gleeson, Women for Election

Minding your Dog Webinar: Wicklow SPCA
March 31st from 7.30 to 8.30pm
During this session find out about: dog nutrition,
loose lead walking, house training challenges,
and separation anxiety and much more.

Register
Here

Know Your 5 KM Course
Commencing in April 2021 (5 zoom calls over 3 weeks)
Wicklow County Council Heritage Office
This course will take you step-by-step
through the available online sources that
will allow you to paint a picture of the
geological, archaeological, and historical
events that happened close to where you
live. Click HERE to find out more and
Register

National News

Changing Ireland
Changing Ireland is an independent, communitybased magazine focused on community
development and social inclusion.
Check out their Facebook page and their Website
for news and information from the community and
voluntary sector.

FitLine
Age & Opportunity
Telephone Mentoring Support to help you get
active
FitLine is a volunteer telephone line designed to
help older people who want to feel a bit healthier,
but perhaps don’t have the motivation, confidence
or information on where or how to take that first
step. The service is completely free.
FitLine mentors are volunteer older people who
understand the challenges of getting active.
They’ll give information, advice and gentle
encouragement to get moving.

To find out
more free
phone:
I800 303 545
or email:
fitline@agean
dopportunity.ie
Click HERE to
visit their
website

FoodCloud
is looking for new charities in our area to partner
with local retailers.
FoodCloud is an organisation that redistributes
surplus food to charities and community groups
across Ireland, it has a very diverse network
including creches, homeless projects, day
facilities, FRCs LDCs etc. They do this in 2 ways,
using an App to connect local shops with local
charities for free, and they have a warehouse
which delivers large volumes through a
membership approach.

To find out
more, contact
their
Community
Team on:
01 5313478
or email:
charities@foo
dcloud.ie

Our Rural Future, Ireland's new Rural Development Policy
This policy will be launched by the Government online on Monday
29th March from2.15 - 3.30pm. The event is open to all and will be
live streamed at http://twitter.com/merrionstreet

Monthly Meet Ups for Local Environmental Networks and PPN
Environmental Reps
Theme for March Webinar & Discussion: Growing an Active
Membership Base
on Monday 29th March, 7pm - 8pm
hosted by Irish Environmental Network
At the March Meet Up attendees will hear
from Peter Couchman (Irish Seed Savers &
previously Consumer Co-op Movement in
UK) about his experience in growing
memberships within voluntary and
environmental organisations. He will be
sharing what he sees as the seven key
things to focus on with members.

Register Here

Following the presentation there will be a
Q&A. The webinar will finish with crosscounty group discussions on the topic.

Social Entrepreneurs Ireland’s national call for applications Closing
Date: 7th April.
Social Entrepreneurs Ireland is inviting
everyone to “see the challenge, be the
change” by applying for a place on their
Ideas Academy or Impact Programme.
They are looking for people with innovative
ideas to solve social problems – people with
courage, insight and ambition to put forward
a solution to a social problem, and act on it.

Lifting the Lid on Elder Abuse - Safeguarding, Protecting,
Preventing Elder Abuse in our Communities
A Webinar for Community Leaders
on Thursday March 25th at 7.30pm

In the midst of this crisis and into
the future, how can we keep our
older neighbours safe from elder
abuse?
Muintir na Tíre in collaboration
with the National Safeguarding
Office of the HSE is hosting a
series of webinars across the
country to raise awareness
about Elder Abuse in all its
forms.
The event will include
presentations and a panel
discussion with an opportunity
for attendees to submit
questions to the panel.

Register Here

The Wheel Summit 2021
19th & 20th May
Summit 2021 will bring together the people and organisations who
will be setting the agenda for the nonprofit sector in this new era. To
find out more and register for this free event click HERE.

Consultations

National Climate Conversation - Climate Action Plan 2021
Closing Date: 5.30pm on 18th May

The Government are now developing the 2021 Climate Action Plan
and want your views on how they can transform Ireland and support
people to take their own climate actions.
You are invited to be part of this Climate Conversation and to share
your views on the government's climate action and how it can
support you to take climate action in your own life. Your views will
also be part of the wider National Dialogue on Climate Action
(NDCA) and will help to engage and communicate with more
people on Ireland's climate action in the future.
You don’t need to be a climate expert for your opinion to be valued,
we want to hear from as many people as possible.
If you have difficulties submitting a response online, or would like to
make a submission by post, email or through Irish please email us
at ClimateConversation@decc.gov.ie

Call for Expert Evidence - Climate Action Plan 2021
Closing Date: 5.30pm on 18th May

In addition to the Community Climate Conversations the
Government are asking Climate scientists, experts and industry to
share their data-based technical proposals to support development
of the Climate Action Plan.
They want to hear views on the cross-sectoral and sectoral
implications of the overall increase in climate ambition, and
proposals for additional policies and measures across sectoral
areas, including estimations of the associated greenhouse gas
emissions reductions and/or increased resilience to the locked-in
climate change impacts.
To find out more and take part in this call for evidence click HERE

The value of establishing an online website to make local
government information easily accessible to the citizen through an
easy to use interface
Closing Date: 31st March
The Local Government Management Agency (LGMA), and its
partners, are exploring the value of establishing an online website
to make local government information easily accessible to
everyone.
A short survey to gather your views on the value of a localgov.ie
website has been developed. Your participation will be of great
assistance in determining the best way forward to support the
citizen and achieve LGMA objectives.
Click HERE to access the survey. Your responses will be
confidential and no personally identifiable information will be
collected or held for reporting purposes.

National Waste Management Plan for the Circular Economy
Fnd out
more &
have
your say

The National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability
open until the 16th April 2021
Click HERE to access the survey

Shaping Our Electricity Future (EirGrid)
The local regional (South East) virtual workshop will be held on
Tuesday 30th March from 10am to 12pm.
To register for the virtual workshop click HERE
To find out more and access the Consultation Brochure click HERE

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
This Site will inform you about and allow you to submit observations
on open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

Wicklow County Council Community Award
Scheme
Closing Date: 4pm Friday 23rd April

The Community Award fund for 2021 will be available as grant aid
to community groups and local organisations wishing to undertake
community projects in their area.
The maximum grant available is €500 per group/organisation for
small projects and group running costs. Only one application per
organisation will be considered.
Further information and the application form is available on Wicklow
County Council’s website
Any queries should be made to the Office of Community, Cultural &
Social Development Wicklow County Council, County Buildings,
Wicklow at 0404/20208 or ccsdadmin@wicklowcoco.ie

.IE Digital Town Awards 2021
Closing Date: 5pm Friday 23rd April
The .IE Digital Town Awards are open to towns of
various sizes across the island of Ireland. There
are 14 awards across a number of categories with
a total prize fund of €100,000.
The awards promote awareness, knowledge, use
and understanding of digital in Ireland by its
citizens, businesses and communities. They also
highlight the benefits and possibilities of digital
and celebrates the digital achievements of local
towns, big and small.

Find out
More &
Enter

Heart of the Community Fund
The Ireland Fund
Closing Date: 8thApril
For more information on this Fund click HERE.

THE COMMUNITY MONUMENT FUND
Closing Date: 5pm Monday 12th April
To find out more and access the grant application
form click HERE

National Lottery Funding
Respite Care Grant Scheme and the National Lottery Grant Scheme
Closing date: noon on Friday 16th April
To find out more and apply click HERE.

Human Rights and Equality Grants Scheme 2021-22
Opening for applications: Friday 12th March
Closing Date: 4pm on Thurs 22 April
To find out more click HERE

CLÁR Funding
Now open for applicaitons
To see details of the areas in Co. Wicklow that are eligible for CLÁR funding
click HERE

The new CLÁR Innovation Measure is targeted at piloting new
ideas and outside-the-box thinking which address specific
challenges faced by communities in CLÁR areas, including those
associated with rural isolation, village decline, service accessibility,
population change, social disadvantage and marginalisation in
communities within the CLÁR areas. This Measure seeks to support
fresh ideas and new ways of working that might not otherwise be
identified or supported.
Click HERE to find out more about this funding programme.
How to apply:
Measures 1, 2 and 3 (a) are administered via the Local Authority.
Please contact your Local Authority directly for an application form.
Applications for 3(b) should be submitted directly to the Department
at CLAR@DRCD.gov.ie by the 7th May 2021.
Applications for the new Innovation Measure are to be submitted
using the same method by 21st May 2021.

COVID-19 Information

AstraZeneca Safety Update: Click HERE to access communication
from the HSE and Public Health Authority
National Guidelines: To keep up to date with the latest national
COVID-19 guidelines and restrictions click HERE
Keep Well Campaign: As part of this national initiative, launched in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic Wicklow County Council has
a Keep Well Page on their website. It’s full of information, tips and
supports to mind your mental & physical health as well as promoting
community resilience. Find it HERE

Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please
do contact us.
County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie

