Let your Voice be heard and make a real difference!

NEWS UPDATE: Week ending
19th March 2021
Welcome to our latest weekly members update.
Scroll through to find information or click on the links below to bring
you straight to a specific section:
Co. Wicklow PPN News
Local News
National News
Consultations
Funding Opportunities

Co Wicklow PPN News

Local Authority Structures, Finance & How to Get Your Voice Heard
Thursday 8th,15th & 22nd April from 7 - 9pm
Have you ever wondered about how your
Local Authority is structured, the type of
work they cover, how their budget is set and
spent and how you can get your voice heard
in local decision making. This training will
address these issues and more over the
three online sessions.
Session can be booked separately but we
would encourage people to join for all three
for a better understanding of how local
government works

Register Here

Each session will be delivered live via
Zoom call, allowing for questions &
discussion.
Social Justice Ireland will deliver this
training.

Social Inclusion Week 2021
17th to 23rd October
A date for your Diary.
A number of organisations working in the area of
Social Inclusion within Co. Wicklow are
collaborating to organise and run events across
the county, during the week of Sunday 17th to
Saturday 23rd October, that will showcase our
county’s rich diversity, highlight the supports that
are available to ensure that all our citizens feel
equally valued. Watch this space for further
details.

If your group is
planning any
activities for
Social
Inclusion
Week please
let us know.

PPN Vacant Representative Seats
We currently have the following vacant Rep positions:
Secretariat - 2 Environmental Seats and 1 Social Inclusion
Seat
Joint Policing Committee - Wicklow Municipal District Seat
Climate & Biodiversity Action SPC - East Wicklow
Environmental Seat
Ring a Link: Carlow, Kilkenny, Tipperary & Wicklow Rural
Transport If you are interested in any of these PPN Rep positions, please
complete the relevant nomination form and return it to us by
midnight on Sunday 21st March.
Climate & Biodiversity Action Strategic Policy Committee Nomination Form
Joint Policy Committee Nomination Form
Ring a Link Nomination Form
Co. Wicklow PPN Secretariat Nomination Form

Keep an eye on our Website for all things PPN, including reports,
submissions, news, training resources and COVID-19 support
information.
We have recently uploaded the following Representative Reports:
Climate & Biodiversity Action SPC (February 2021 meeting)
Co. Wicklow Children & Young People's Services Committee
(February 2021 meeting)
Remember to login to our Members section to access the Members
Funding Handbook & Funding Calendar. If you need the password
for this section of the website please email or call us.
Check out our YouTube channel to view our Sustainable
Development Goals animation and our series of Wellbeing videos
(Super Charge Your Self-care).

Local News

International Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination Webinar
on Sunday 21st March at 4pm
Hosted by Bray for Love

Streaming on Facebook Live @BRAYFORLOVE

“HEALTHY TREES MEAN A HEALTHY
PLANET” CELEBRATING NATIONAL
TREE WEEK
Sunday, March 21st to Saturday, 27th March
Wicklow County Council is giving its support
to National Tree Week which is a virtual
event this year.

Staying Connected & Minding your Mood Webinar: Wicklow Keep
Well Initiative
Wed 24th March at 7.00pm
During the Webinar we will hear about great
initiatives run by community groups &
organisations in Wicklow that have helped
people to stay connected and mind their
mood and also learn about techniques to
help ourselves stay connected and mind our
mood.

Register Here

A photographic competition on the above
themes will also be launched on the night of
the webinar.

Minding your Dog Webinar: Wicklow SPCA
March 31st from 7.30 to 8.30pm
Learn how to best look after your dog, whether it's
a new member of the family or if you are just in
need of some advice to provide them with a happy
and healthy life.

Register
Here

Know Your 5 KM Course
Commencing in April 2021 (5 zoom calls over 3 weeks)
Wicklow County Council Heritage Office
This course will take you step-by-step
through the available online sources that
will allow you to paint a picture of the
geological, archaeological, and historical
events that happened close to where you
live.
The course will be delivered through five
online tutorials every Wednesday and
Friday over three weeks commencing
Wednesday 7th April 2021.

Find out More
& Register
Here

National News

Monthly Meet Ups for Local Environmental Networks and PPN
Environmental Reps
Theme for March Webinar & Discussion: Growing an Active
Membership Base
on Monday 29th March, 7pm - 8pm
hosted by Irish Environmental Network
At the March Meet Up attendees will hear
from Peter Couchman (Irish Seed Savers &
previously Consumer Co-op Movement in
UK) about his experience in growing
memberships within voluntary and
environmental organisations. He will be
sharing what he sees as the seven key
things to focus on with members.

Register Here

Following the presentation there will be a
Q&A. The webinar will finish with crosscounty group discussions on the topic.

Digital Skills for Beginners
on during the week of March 22nd
Our colleagues in DLR PPN are running these
courses and tell us that all are welcome to join in!
They are providing 4 training sessions aimed at
complete beginners.
Each session will cover a different topic:
How to use Zoom for beginners – 22nd
March – from 2pm to 4 pm
How to use Facebook for beginners – 23rd
March – from 2pm to 4pm
How to use a mobile phone to take photos
and videos for beginners – 24th March from
2pm to 4pm
How to use Twitter for beginners – 25th
March from 2pm to 4pm

Find Out
More

Lifting the Lid on Elder Abuse - Safeguarding, Protecting,
Preventing Elder Abuse in our Communities
A Webinar for Community Leaders
on Thursday March 25th at 7.30pm

In the midst of this crisis and into
the future, how can we keep our
older neighbours safe from elder
abuse?
Muintir na Tíre in collaboration
with the National Safeguarding
Office of the HSE is hosting a
series of webinars across the
country to raise awareness
about Elder Abuse in all its
forms.
The event will include
presentations and a panel
discussion with an opportunity
for attendees to submit
questions to the panel.

Register Here

Launch of Consultation Report on the Support Needs of the Nonprofit Sector
Carmichael & The Wheel
Free online event on Tuesday 23rd March from 2.30 - 3.30pm
The event marks the publication of a significant new report for
nonprofit organisations in Ireland, focusing on the training and
support needs of community and voluntary organisations, charities,
and social enterprises. To find out more and register click HERE

Consultations

National Parks & Wildlife Service Stakeholder Survey
Open until 26th March 2021
The Programme for Government 2020, ‘Our
Shared Future’, set out a commitment to “review
the remit, status and funding of the National Parks
and Wildlife Service (NPWS), to ensure that it is
playing an effective role in delivering its overall
mandate and enforcement role in the protection of
wildlife.”

Find out
more &

NPWS manages Ireland’s nature conservation
responsibilities under national and European law
and international commitments. Its mandate is to
protect, preserve and present our natural heritage

take the
survey

The survey form for the stakeholder engagement
strand of the Strategic Review of NPWS has been
published

Make Way Day
Let's Talk Access Survey

Take their quick
survey to let Make
Way Day know what
stops you from
getting down the
street in 2021.

This year Make Way Day is on Friday 24th
September. Make Way Day is a public
awareness campaign that puts the spotlight
on what every individual can do to make it
easier for people with disabilities to get
around their area right now.
Since the beginning, in 2017, Make Way
Day is based on several barriers that causes
problems for people with disabilities.
Have things changed since then?

Take the
Survey

National Waste Management Plan for the Circular Economy
Fnd out
more &
have
your say

Dublin Port Public Notice - Application for a Dumping at Sea Permit
The Dublin Port Company has made an Application for a Dumping
at Sea Permit. For more information click HERE
Any person or group wishing to submit observations in respect of
granting a permit can do so up to 9th April 2021 by writing to:
The Environmental Licensing Programme, Office of Environmental
Sustainability, Environmental Protection Agency, PO Box 3000,
Johnstown Castle Estate, Co Wexford.

The National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability
open until the 16th April 2021
Click HERE to access the survey

Shaping Our Electricity Future (EirGrid)
The local regional (South East) virtual workshop will be held on
Tuesday 30th March from 10am to 12pm.
This consultation aims to identify the best way for
Ireland to move from reliance on fossil fuels to
cleaner energy.
Register
for Virtual
Worksho
p

To find out more and access the Consultation
Brochure click HERE
Members of the PPN can also participate by using
their online portal at consult.eirgrid.ie where there
is plenty of detail on the approaches. You can
also make a submission to this consultation via
post to: EirGrid plc, Freepost FDN 5312, D04
FW28 or by emailing consult@eirgrid.ie.

EirGrid is responsible for the flow of electricity around the country,
and they are hosting a nationwide 14-week consultation to find an
agreed approach to reach the Government’s 2030 renewable
electricity target - of at least 70% of Ireland’s electricity coming from
renewable sources by 2030.

Wicklow County Council Consultation Hub
This Site will inform you about and allow you to submit observations
on open consultations that interest you.

Funding Opportunities

Wicklow County Council Community Award
Scheme
Closing Date: 4pm Friday 23rd April

The Community Award fund for 2021 will be available as grant aid
to community groups and local organisations wishing to undertake
community projects in their area.
The maximum grant available is €500 per group/organisation for
small projects and group running costs. Only one application per
organisation will be considered.
Further information and the application form is available on Wicklow
County Council’s website
Any queries should be made to the Office of Community, Cultural &
Social Development Wicklow County Council, County Buildings,
Wicklow at 0404/20208 or ccsdadmin@wicklowcoco.ie

Heart of the Community Fund
The Ireland Fund
Open for applications: March 18 – April 8

This fund is suitable for organisations making an impact and a
positive contribution in their local community. The fund aims to
support organisations who are responding to the ongoing and
immediate needs created by COVID-19 and whose day-to-day
operations continue to be directly impacted by COVID-19.
The Fund offers awards of up to €5,000 for small, not-for-profits and
community organisations with an annual turnover of less than
€500,000.
For more information on this Fund click HERE.

THE COMMUNITY MONUMENT FUND
Closing Date: 5pm Monday 12th April
To find out more and access the grant application
form click HERE

National Lottery Funding
Respite Care Grant Scheme and the National Lottery Grant Scheme
Closing date: noon on Friday 16th April
The HSE has been allocated National Lottery Funding for
distribution to community based groups and voluntary
organisations, under the Respite Care Grant Scheme and the
National Lottery Grant Scheme.
Groups and organisations who provide Health and Personal Social
Services can apply for once-off funding of between €500 and
€10,000 for suitable projects.
To find out more and apply click HERE.

Human Rights and Equality Grants Scheme 2021-22
Opening for applications: Friday 12th March
Closing Date: 4pm on Thurs 22 April
To find out more click HERE

LEADER funding for rural communities and enterprises
Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather
Humphreys TD, and Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine,
Charlie McConalogue TD, have announced the allocation of €70
million through the LEADER programme for the period 2021-2022.
Click HERE to find out more.

CLÁR Funding
Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather
Humphreys TD has announced the launch of the 2021 CLÁR
programme.
CLÁR provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in
rural areas that have suffered significant levels of population
decline. To see details of the areas in Co. Wicklow that are eligible
for CLÁR funding click HERE
Click HERE to find out more about this funding programme.
Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information for
your group.
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please
do contact us.
County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: info@countywicklowppn.ie
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie

