Welcome to our June 2020 Update E-Bulletin.

COVID-19: SUPPORTING CO. WICKLOW COMMUNITY CALL
Please Check Out Our Covid 19 Resources Page on our Website for up to
date information and supports: Click HERE
Wicklow Community Response Forum: We continue to share experiences
and respond to issues that have arose from the Covid health crisis on the
WCC led forum. The Community Call Help Line 1800 868 399 remains open
at the reduced hours of 9am -5pm 7 days per week.
Resources to Support Groups to Re-open: County Wicklow PPN has been
contacted by some of our members who are seeking advice and supports to
resume their activities in the current climate. We have trawled for information
and have pulled what we’ve learned together in a 2 page document. Click
HERE
We have been informed that the Dept. Rural & Community
Development, in collaboration with Pobal, are also developing
guidelines to support community groups to return to their services and
centres. We will circulate these guidelines as soon as we receive them

COUNTY WICKLOW PPN NEWS!

IMPORTANT! - Has Your Group Renewed Your PPN Membership Yet? – If

your group hasn’t re-registered please do so soon otherwise we will have to
remove your details from our database. NOTE: This only affects groups that
registered prior to 2019
Seeking Volunteer Representatives: We are grateful to the groups and
volunteers that have responded to our call for PPN Representatives. We
received a total of 5 nominations for the 1 Community & Voluntary seat on
the Local Community Development Committee. We have now put the
nominations to our C&V Full member groups to ask them to select their
preferred candidate. If your group received the notice (only C&V Full
member groups will have received the notice) to vote PLEASE do so by the
12th July closing date. We will return to members with the outcomes for all
the seats over the coming weeks.
We still have seats on our Secretariat for a Greystones MD Representative,
Social Inclusion Representatives and Environmental Representatives. Our
Secretariat helps to focus the work of the PPN and advises the PPN
Workeres. If you think you can help please get in touch.
Co Wicklow PPN Representative's Reports:
Huw has sent us the approved minutes from the WCC Economic
Development & Enterprise SPC March Meeting. Click HERE
Margaret has sent us a report from the June Wicklow County Childcare
Committee Meeting. Click HERE
We are grateful to our PPN Representatives for keeping us informed

Supercharge Your Self-care: We are excited to be working with Avril Bailey
from Lacken Community Development Association and the Dublin Human
Givens Centre to develop some short webinars to help our members look
after their mental health. Introducing Your Superpowers, and Sleep Your
Secret Super Power have been well received by participants. There are
spaces available for the remainder of the sessions. Contact us for more
details
New Date for PPN National Conference: We are delighted to report that
while the National PPN Conference for 2020 was cancelled due to Covid 19
restrictions & concerns, we now have a new re-scheduled date. The
Conference will take place on 13th & 14th May 2021 in The Arklow Bay
Hotel.
New PPN Website Coming Soon: The PPN website is a bit dated and is no
longer fit for purpose. We ran a tendering process and we are now working
with e-POWER WEB DESIGN to develop our new website. This is an
Ashford, Co Wicklow based company. You can find out more about their
work HERE
Co Wicklow PPN Disability Awareness Group: includes representatives
from Co Wicklow PPN, Co Wicklow Children & Young People’s Services
Committee, Co Wicklow Partnership, Bray Area Partnership, Disability
Federation Ireland/WCC and Cllr. Miriam Murphy.
The group collaborates on actions to raise disability awareness and foster
inclusion. The group recently developed a proposal to ask that accessibility
is kept to the forefront of decision making in relation to space development
particularly in light of Covid 19 social distancing restrictions. Our PPN
Representatives will bring to proposal to the committees that they sit on.
Read the proposal HERE
Health & Safety Meetings Policy: To support the health and wellbeing of
our PPN Secretariat and Representatives we have developed a policy about
attending physical meetings and participating in online meetings in the
current climate. Click HERE for the policy. Please feel free to adapt and use
PPN policies for your group if they are useful.

PPN Workplan & Finance Report – For our June Work Report Click Here.
For our June Financial Report Click HERE
Co Wicklow PPN Members Funding Handbook & Funding Calendar –
This valuable resource for groups is updated regularly and is available on the
members only page of our website HERE. Give us a call if you’ve forgotten
the password to access the page

CONSULTATIONS
LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!

Wicklow County Council Tree Management Strategy: Co Wicklow PPN is
grateful to the 255 people that took the time to participate in a survey that
provided the information for the PPN’s submission to the strategy. Sharon
and Annette our PPN Representatives on the Climate & Biodiversity Action
SPC have led the consultation and were pivotal in developing the
submission. Sharon will bring the submission to the attention of the SPC at
their July meeting. Access the submission HERE
Wicklow County Development Plan Consultation: Co Wicklow PPN ran a
consultation to support a submission to the Wicklow County Development
Plan in December 2019. You can read our submission HERE. The Chief
Executive’s Report has recently been made available and can be viewed
HERE
Wicklow County Council Consultations: a number of planning
developments are currently open for public consultation and submission
including: Part 8: Pontoon South Quay Wicklow; Part 8 - Storage
Facilities for Fishers at South Quay, Arklow; Part 8 - Blackhill Road,
Glenealy
The Significant Water Management Issues (SWMI) public consultation is
part of the wider ongoing engagement with stakeholders and advisory groups
in the production of the third River Basin Management Plan for Ireland. This
consultation, open until Friday June 26th More information HERE Make a
submission using the online consultation form HERE
National Biodiversity Data Centre: is seeking people to take part in an Irish
Hedgehog Survey. More information HERE
Strategy for the Criminal Justice System: The Department of Justice and
Equality is launching an online public consultation to inform the development
of the first ever Strategy for the Criminal Justice System. Find out more and
register HERE
Are You A Local Authority Tenant? Community Action Network (CAN)
wants to hear from people living in local authority housing. CAN, with other
organisations and Local Authority tenants around Ireland brought a Collective
Complaint to the Council of Europe about the violations of Human Rights in
relation to inadequate housing standards in 2014. They want to find out if
there have been any changes since then. Find out more and participate
HERE

- LOCAL NEWS Wicklow Dementia Support: is looking for volunteers to participate in Alz
Palz, their be-friending service. Full training will be given. Contact them on
089 428 6928 Email: info@wicklowdementiasupport.org
Wicklow Dementia Support is also seeking a new voluntary board secretary.
If you know someone who is interested please call 089 428 6938 or Email:
chair@wicklowdementiasupport.org

Wicklow Local Sports & Recreation Partnership: is asking people to join
them and get active on National Be Active Day, Sunday 28th June. Follow
them on their Facebook Page HERE for more details

- NATIONAL NEWS New Wheel Help-desk to Support Charities and Community Groups to
Return to the Workplace. Find it HERE
Free ICDL/ECDL Courses: ICDL, formerly known as ECDL, is now free on
fetchcourses.ie to support those affected by the ongoing Covid-19 crisis.
Find out more HERE
“Town Centre Living Initiative”: examined how to encourage more people
to live in rural town and village centres. Under the Initiative, Minister Ring
provided funding of up to €100,000 to each of 6 rural towns to explore how to
encourage increased residential occupancy in those towns while addressing
the issue of vacant properties. The initiative was delivered by the relevant
Local Authorities in collaboration with the local communities. View the report
HERE
Text About It: is a new text-based mental health service funded by the HSE
and launched on Tuesday, 16th June. ‘50808’ is a first of its kind for Ireland, a
free 24/7 text service, providing everything from a calming chat to immediate
support for people going through mental health or emotional crisis.
Europe for Citizens: The Wheel will be hosting a special Discover Town
Twinning and Networks of Towns in 2020 online workshop on Tues, 30 June
2020 from 10am-12pm. Find our more and register HERE
Citizens Engagement in the Public Sector - A Review of 4 Case Studies:
The Reform Delivery Office (RDO) in the Department of Public Expenditure
and Reform has developed a series of case studies on citizen engagement,
in partnership with researchers and public bodies, as a commitment under
the Our Public Service 2020, Development and Innovation Framework.

The studies included are (click to access):
• Comhairle na nÓg and Ireland’s National Strategy on Children and Young
People’s Participation in Decision-making 2015 – 2020 – Department of
Children and Youth Affairs in collaboration with the University of Limerick
(UL)
• €300k – Have Your Say – South Dublin County Council in collaboration
with the Institute of Public Administration (IPA)
• Public Participation Networks (PPN) – Department of Rural and
Community Development
in collaboration with the Centre for Effectiveness Services (CES)
• Basic Payment Scheme 100% Online ‘Roadshows’ – Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine in collaboration with the Institute of Public
Administration (IPA)

Annual LGBT Pride Celebration
Every year, during the month of June, the LGBT
community celebrates in a number of different ways.
Across the globe, various events are held during this
special month as a way of recognising the influence
LGBT people have had around the world.
As well as being a month long celebration, Pride month
is also an opportunity to peacefully protest and raise
political awareness of current issues facing the
community. Parades are a prominent feature of Pride
month, and there are many street parties, community
events, poetry readings, public speaking, street festivals

and educational sessions all of which are covered by
mainstream media and attracting millions of participants.
What is LGBT or Gay Pride?
It is a movement that celebrates sexual diversity. For
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people it
is a way of protesting about discrimination and violence.
It promotes their dignity, equal rights, self-affirmation and
is a way of increasing society’s awareness of the issues
they face.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES,
COMPETITIONS, & AWARDS

WCC Covid 19 Digital Poverty Grant Scheme: aims to address the digital
divide and support disadvantaged communities in accessing vital health and
educational services. Further Information HERE. Application Form HERE
Communities Integration Fund: Applications are now open to community
groups nationwide who wish to apply for grant funding under the Department
of Justice and Equality Communities Integration Fund. Find out more HERE
Rural Regeneration & Development Fund: The purpose of the fund is to
support job creation in rural areas, address de-population of rural
communities and support improvements in our towns and villages with a
population of less than 10,000, and outlying areas. Find out more HERE
The 2020 Good Governance Awards have been
launched. The scheme encourages Good Governance
in Community Groups and provides awards based on
Annual Reports and for Improvement Initiatives. Find out
more HERE
Irish Youth Foundation Announces Generation Pandemic Recovery
Fund is providing €500,000 to Support Ireland’s Most Excluded Children and
Young People. Closing date for applications is Wednesday 1 July. Find out
more HERE
Thanks for reading. We hope you picked up some useful information.
Remember if you have any questions or would like more information please
do contact us.
County Wicklow Public Participation Network
C/O CEART, Crinion Park, Wicklow Town, Co. Wicklow
T: Helen - 087 189 5145
T: Grainne - 086 048 7434
E: countywicklowppn@gmail.com
W: www.countywicklowppn.ie

