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Mitigation

Seeks to prevent 

Climate Change 

Adaptation 

Seeks to respond to 

the impacts of 

climate change 

Climate Action 



 Adaptation involves taking steps to adapt to 
climate change already occurring and predicted.

 The Climate Adaptation Strategy will influence 
Wicklow County Council’s policies and 
procedures to ensure operations are resilient to a 
changing climate. 

 Adaptation will allow Wicklow County Council to 
moderate or avoid harm and exploit beneficial 
opportunities.



 Be a full Climate Action Strategy. The focus is 
on adaptation not mitigation, although there 
are some cross cutting measures.

 Focus on other environmental challenges 
such as plastics or pesticides.

 Be a biodiversity action plan though it is 
highly relevant to consider the role played by 
biodiversity in building resilience and the 
impact of biodiversity loss on the adaptation 
process.

 Instruct sectors outside the remit of WCC.



Irelands climate is changing 
in line with global patterns;

 Temperatures are rising 
across all seasons.

 The timing and spatial 
distribution of 
precipitation (rain, sleet 
and snow) is changing.

 Sea levels are rising.

 The frequency and 
intensity of extreme 
weather events are 
changing.

5



 Wicklow County Council Adaptation Strategy 
takes on the role as the primary instrument at 
local level to:
◦ Ensure an understanding of the key risks and 

vulnerabilities of climate change

◦ Bring forward the implementation of climate 
resilient actions in a planned and proactive manner

◦ Ensure that climate adaptation considerations are 
mainstreamed into all plans and policies and 
integrated into all operations and functions of the 
Local Authority.



 Chapter 1: Introduction and Background

 Chapter 2: Regional and Local Context

 Chapter 3: Adaptation Baseline Assessment 
and Case Studies

 Chapter 4: Climate Risk Identification

 Chapter 5: Adaptation Goals, Objectives and 
Actions

 Chapter 6: Implementation, Monitoring and 
Evaluation







 UK and Ireland costs Barney 
€198M, Desmond €970M, 
Eva €2.2B, Frank €310M

 WCC certified expenditure of 
€2,418,968

 Wicklow Swimming pool 
€190,000

 Roads, drains, culverts 
€1,355,000

 Housing repairs €38,000
 Fire crews €24,388
 Wicklow Library €1,000
 Damage to weir in Ashford 

and Coastal erosion The 
Murrough and Brittas Bay.



 WCC had a certified expenditure 
of €677,830 on the clearance of 
roads.

 €5,938,839 was the estimate for 
repairing damage to roads.

 Fire services dealt with 21 
incidents.

 Several homes flooded in 
Wicklow Town and erosion on 
the coast.

 Plastic debris from as far as 
Holyhead washed up on beaches.

 Extra resourcing for homeless 
services.



 Fire Service Call outs 2018

 Month  Number of incident Costs

 April 19 €12,540

 May 33 €37,125

 June 132 €84,288

 €170,000 estimated extra 
expenditure on fire services for the 
summer

 School and homes evacuated in 
Kilmacanogue and Windgates.

 Beaches, lakes and key tourist sites 
extra busy. Parking issues and litter 
management issues.







Strategic 

Goals 

1.Mainstream 

Adaptation:

2.Informed 

decision 

making:

3. Building 

Resilience:

4. Capitalising 

on 

opportunities 



Theme 1: Local Adaptation Governance and Business Operations

Theme 2: Infrastructure and Built Environment

Theme 3: Landuse and development 

Theme 4: Drainage and Flood Management 

Theme 5: Natural Resources and Cultural Infrastructure

Theme 6: Community Health and Wellbeing
















