
Let’s Talk About Our Coastal Communities!



The Waters and Communities Office: 
Our Role

• To work with Local Authorities in coordinating water quality activities
across the regions

• To encourage public bodies, sectoral interests, NGO’s and local

communities, to share knowledge and work together to protect and

manage our natural waters

Why?

Because Healthy Waters Supports…
Our Health, Our Wellbeing and 

Our Communities….



Opening line

“Water is not a commercial product like any other 
but, rather, a heritage which must be protected, 

defended and treated as such.”

Article 14

“Member States shall encourage the active 
involvement of all interested parties in the 

implementation of this Directive”

Water Framework Directive (WFD) 2000



• Need for better evidence base (EPA characterisation work)

• First cycle too ambitious

• … “fragmented institutional structures” 

• … “no single body having ultimate responsibility”

• Single RBD with national plan the responsibility of Minister

• New governance & implementation structures right

• Local Authorities central to this

• Need for improved communication & public engagement

• Consultation central to development of draft Plan

• Specific resource developed through setting up the Local Authority Water and Community 
Office (LAWCO).

Learnings from 1st Cycle 2009 -2015



Governance structure



Irish State Agencies involved in Water 
Management….



Our Team

Jointly managed 

by Kilkenny & Tipperary 
County Council

3 Regional Coordinators
– Border Region
– Mid Region
– South Region

12 No. Community Waters 
Officers 
- Dispersed across the Country

3 Specialist Staff

- Funding Lead

- Communications Lead

- Research and Technology Lead   

LAWSAT
Additional Technical 
staff – boots on the 

ground.





River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021

• Public consultation Mar. – Aug. 2017

• 120 Local meetings held throughout 

the country

• Final plan published April 2018:

Protect Our Waters

Improve Our Waters

Manage Our Waters
http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/rbmp_ful
l_reportweb.pdf

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/rbmp_full_reportweb.pdf


The EPA, local authorities and public 
authorities have engaged in 
Catchment Assessment Workshops.

Areas for Action – Recommended 
Priority Waterbodies 

Recommended Priority 
Waterbodies  for Action’ 
were identified following the 
assessment of all available 
scientific and technical data 
from the relevant agencies 
and also using local 
knowledge.



• pH (Wicklow) 1

• pH (Wicklow) 2

• Ow Forestry

• Dargle and Carrickmines

• Potters and Three Mile Water



General Amenity

• River clean

• River walk

• Amenity area/ picnic area

• Bird watching

• Canoe/kayaking

Restoration/conservation
• Planting of trees
• River restoration works
• Fish passage
• Invasive species control
• Silt trapping

What kind of projects can 
communities get involved in?

Public awareness
• Leaflet of local information
• Pride of place/Tidy towns project
• Schools 
• Citizen science
• Targeted surveys
• Biodiversity walks



“It was great to see the agencies 
and LA’s all together in one room 
and to be able to speak with 
them in an informal setting. We 
need more of this..”. Community 
group member

Working together on 
the River Dodder



Looped Guided Bird and Photography Walk along the Dodder 
Tallaght, South Dublin.

Heritage Week Events 19th – 27th August 



The Camac River 

Tells a Story



• 1000 volunteers

• 35 locations-
rivers, canals & 
coastlines

• Approx. 10t on 
waste removed



Information & Awareness Campaigns





Waters and Communities Tidy Towns Award



Community Water Development Fund 2018.

Types of projects considered will include:

• Capital projects such as restoration, habitat conservation, natural flood mitigation measures etc
• Projects that promote public awareness/education and events such as biodiversity days, nature 

events, targeted surveys, training workshops, , citizen science (including purchase of specialist 
equipment and hosting of workshops), Leaflet/booklets of local information, conservation plans 
etc. 

• General amenity projects with a  water focus such as beach cleans, improving amenity areas, bird 
watching facilities, etc. 

Grants awarded will range from up to €5,000; up to €10,000 and up to €25,000. 



Catchments Newsletter which tells stories about what has worked for communities around 

Ireland, other occasional updates about water, and events in your local area.

www.catchments.ie
& Newsletter 



Opportunity to Work with The
Waters and Communities Office….

Waters & 
Communities

Funding 
Advice

Work closely 
with LEADER 

and Local 
Dev. Co.'s

River 
Catchment 

Groups

Technical 
Guidance

The Waters and 
Communities Office will 
support local communities 
to manage our local 
waterbodies by….



Thank you….

Sinead Hurson | Community Water Officer

( 085 8083725 | shurson@lawco.ie

Covering the Local Authority Areas of 

Dublin and Wicklow

www.watersandcommunities.ie

www.catchments.ie

mailto:amcgrath@lawco.ie
http://www.watersandcommunities.ie/
http://www.catchments.ie/

