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Our vision aims to put 
people… at the centre of 
all that we do & engage 
with them in new & 
creative ways.
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THIS PRESENTATION

What are Community Archives?

What is in a Community Archive?

What is iCAN and how does it work?

What website platform will we use?

What can we expect from joining iCAN?

What would iCAN expect from us?

Network projects – Our Irish Women

A heritage portal for Co. Wicklow

What next?



WHAT ARE COMMUNITY ARCHIVES?

talkroute.com

Community archives encourage collaborative engagement with local collections of 
mainly primary sources: photographs, documents, material objects and oral histories. 

Archival material is digitized & uploaded to community archive websites, where 
material can be accessed around the world.

They often develop from a shared identity, and can result in a better understanding 
and appreciation of a community’s history and heritage. 

Brings people together with a sense of shared purpose, often leading to heritage-based 
educational, social and community development activities within the wider locality



TYPES OF MATERIAL IN A COMMUNITY ARCHIVE



WHAT IS THE IRISH COMMUNITY ARCHIVE 
NETWORK?

Provides communities with the professional & technical 

supports required to establish and manage their own 

digital archive, including: meetings, training, tech 

support, guidance, motivation & shared projects

Museum staff, heritage professionals & community 

volunteers working in collaboration

Utilises knowledge, skills & expertise of iCAN members 

in a peer to peer learning environment

iCAN members are part of a heritage network that 

supports their work & activities

Groups are encouraged to collaborate with 

their ‘wider community’ on heritage projects

The process is as important as the product

The process builds Cultural Capital with the 

potential to generate community development 

initiatives

Facilitates access to a cost-effective & 

contributory platform for sharing & collecting 

material online

Supporting

Training

Mentoring

Guiding



OUR ONLINE PLATFORM

Award-winning, custom-built websites

Easy to use 

Excellent functionality:

Google Maps

Audio/Video

Events

Featured Pages, What’s New, Recent Comments

Social Media/Google Analytics

Contributory:

Content upload incl. text, images, documents, 

video & audio

Page comments (for ‘threads’ of conversation)

Contact Us



ICAN MEMBERS



HELLO WICKLOW!
FROM THE iCAN FAMILY



WHAT CAN WE 
EXPECT FROM ICAN?

ACCESSIBILITY 

INCLUSIVITY

RESPECT

COLLABORATION

A professionally-presented website, with:
• Full editorial control
• Own web address
• Own Google Analytics

Opportunities to engage local & online audiences

Promotion by the museum & partners

Reduced annual hosting & maintenance fee of 
£120 GBP

Training in all aspects of developing your website
& content generation 

Technical support

Guidance, encouragement & support

Professional & peer mentorship

Regular communication & meetings

Networking & social opportunities



WHAT WOULD ICAN EXPECT FROM US?

Commitment to the values of the project

Attendance at training & meetings

Timely responses to communications

Willingness to adhere to editorial guidelines 
& recommendations

Technical queries to be directed to the 
Network Administrator

Commitment to uploading new material on a 
regular & ongoing basis

talkroute.com

Willingness to pass on knowledge & 
experience through the mentorship of new 
members

Engagement with the local community 
through activities and projects

Promotion of your website & iCAN project

Timely payment of the annual hosting & 
maintenance fees



NETWORK 
PROJECTS



WHAT CAN’T GO ON THE WEBSITES?
Advertisements for your business

Political and religious slogans and logos

Personal contact details including your 

address or phone number

Images which break copyright law

Anything which is just plain rude

ETHICAL PRACTICE

Trust

Respect

Impact of bias & inaccuracies

Safeguards



A HERITAGE PORTAL FOR COUNTY WICKLOW

Accessibility & low cost

Everyone working on same platform 
facilitates the sharing skills, knowledge & 
ideas

Partnership between NMI & Local Authority 
increases resources & training opportunities

Onus of fresh content spread between a 
number of groups

Increases traffic to individual sites

Cross-promotion 

BENEFITS OF THE MULTI-SITE MODEL

COUNTY WICKLOW antique map for LEWIS by DOWER. Ireland 1846 

antiquemapsandprints.com  



INTERESTED IN JOINING THE ICAN FAMILY?

Complete & return 
form to Deirdre by 
Friday 5th July.

Our aim is to work 
with 5-6 groups in the 
first phase.

If sufficient demand 
more groups in the 
second phase 



THANK YOU FOR LISTENING!

Question Time

Please feel free to contact me: 

lelms@museum.ie 094 90 31759

mailto:lelms@museum.ie















