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Introducing County Wicklow Public Participation Network 

 

County Wicklow Public Participation Network (PPN) was established in July 2014 under the 

directive of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government and in 

accordance with legislation in the Local Government Reform Act 2014 (Section 46). Public 

Participation Networks were established to be an independent structure that would become 

the main link through which local authorities connect with the community, voluntary and 

environmental sectors in a process to facilitate communities to articulate a diverse range of 

views and interests within the local government system.   

 

Co Wicklow PPN has 273 diverse member groups, some of these groups are networks in 

their own right.  PPN representatives serve as a voice for the community on structures 

including: the Local Community Development Committee; Housing & Corporate Estate 

Strategic Policy Committee; Planning & Development Strategic Policy Committee; Transport, 

Water & Environment Strategic Policy Committee; Community, Cultural & Social 

Development Strategic Policy Committee; Economic Development & Enterprise Strategic 

Policy Committee; Wicklow County Childcare Committee; Co Wicklow Children & Young 

People’s Services Committee; Co Wicklow Local Sports Partnership; Wicklow County 

Tourism Board; Co Wicklow Volunteer Centre, County Wicklow Partnership, and Co Wicklow 

Joint Policing Committee.  PPN Representatives strive to ensure that the needs of the 

community sector are prioritised within local policy processes. 

 

 

Consultation with Communities 

 

In 2018, Co Wicklow PPN consulted community groups across the 5 Municipal Districts of Co 

Wicklow, asking them “What is your vision for community wellbeing for this and future 

generations”?  We asked them to consider this question under the following headings:  

• Environment & Sustainability 

• Health (physical & mental) 

• Work, Economy, & Resources 

• Social & Community Development 

• Participation, Democracy & Good Governance 

• Values, Culture & Meaning 

The responses we received were documented and are available to download from our 

website: www.countywicklowppn.ie . We ran 11 workshops, 5 online consultations and 

accepted 2 submissions in total.  The consultations facilitated the development of an 

overarching vision for each Municipal District along with community visions and high-level 

goals under each heading.  The county vision was developed in the same way.   

 

 

http://www.countywicklowppn.ie/
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Our Vision for Community Wellbeing and the County Policing Plan 

As the Vision for Community Wellbeing relates to the Policing Plan the overwheleming 

vision of communities throughout the Municipal Districts is that:  

 

the County be a place where all citizens feel safe and secure in their community. 

 

The presence of more garda and a commitment to community policing were cited as factors 

that would contribute to a real sense of safety for people. 

 

Interestingly the topic of Safety/security came up under a number of the headings used in 

the development of our Vision for Community Wellbeing:  

Environment & Sustainability  

• All citizens are socially connected within a safe and secure community. (Greystones 

MD)  

 

Social & Community Development  

• The needs, safety and security of all citizens, particularly the more marginalized are 

met (Arklow MD) 

• Bray is a safe, inclusive nurturing community that promotes the potential of all its 

citizens. 

 

Values, Culture & Meaning  

• All citizens feel safe and secure in their community (Greystones MD). 

 

Work, Economy& Resource  

• Bray MD is a vibrant safe and environmentally sensitive place for business and 

people to thrive. 

 

Participation, Democracy & Good Governance  

Across the Municipal Districts groups sought to have a county where: 

• local governance structures and procedures allow all citizens to contribute to the 

development of a county that responds to their needs, 
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• the voice of the community is valued and supported in local decision making and  

• local government and community services are easily accessible and engage 

meaningfully with the people.  

The inclusion of 7 PPN nominated Community Reps on the Joint Policy Committee in Co 

Wicklow demonstrates a real commitment to engage with communities on policing matters 

and plans.  

 

 Co Wicklow PPN would like to propose that a PPN report item be included on the agenda of 

JPC meetings. This development would serve to further ensure that the voice of the 

community is heard. 

 

 

 


